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PR£FA€£ 



The several documents comprised in the following 

work have been published at various limes, and in 
difierent sections of our country. They have princi- 
pally appeared in the pampKkt form ; and wherever 
circulated have been read with avidity, and have ex- 
erted a powerful influence. Those which have been 
presented to the public only through the medium of 
newspapers have not received that general circultllion 
and perusal which tlieir value and importance demand, 
owing to the fact, that those organs of communication 
are for the most part subjected to masonic iuducnce, 
and that but few papers are enlisted in the Anti- 
masonic tause. 

They are here republished, with the hope that they 
may receive from the public that attention which they 
merit ; and that the influence which they are calculated 
to exert may be felt, and be widely extended. 

Collectively, they form a volume which may be of 
some service to those who hare given to the subject 
on which they treat but little attention, and who have 
not informed themselves in relation to the ])rinciples of 
the Masonic Institution, as they have been developed 
by recent investigations. 



FRKFACE. 



The nature and tendency of the institotion are^here 
clearly exhibited, and its principles and practices fully 
illustrated and exposed. From the fact that most of 
the writers of the pieces herein contained have been 
members of the institution, and consequently acquaint* 
ed with its secret principles and designs ; and also 
from the uniformity of tbehr testimony, we may rely 
on their statements as correct, and consider their 
representation of its character as in accordance with 
truth* 

The increasing demands of the public for informa* 

lion on the subject of Masonry, and llie persuasion 
that a work which should present at one view the 
opmions of the most distinguished writers respecting 
it, would be useful, and well adapted for distribution, 
were the causes which led to the publication of the 
present folume. The compiler indulges the hope that 
it may subserve the cause of truth, by diffusing light 
on the subject of Masonry, and by exciting a more 
general inquiry into the nature of its claims* 

Boston^ Feb. 22, 1830, 
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AKCOtfMBHIIA'XIOX. 



The State Anti-masonic Committee of Massachur 
HtU have exumined the Prospectus, and a oi)n9id«ra* 
ble portion of the Documents proposed to be published 
bj Mr. Jam£s C. Odiorne, in a distinct volume. The 
work appears to be judiciously selected, well arranged, 
and ably conducted. ' A great mass of information, of 
the most important kind, is brought together in a 
maoaer deserving the attention and patronage of the 
public. 

ABNER PHELPS, 
Per Order* 
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FREEMASONRY. 

* 



EAiiLY HISTORY OF FREEMASONRY. 

The early history of Freemasonry, like that of Rome, 
is involved in obscurity. The conquerors of the world 
were not satisfied with the plain truth of their natiooal 
origin. They taught that the " Eteri^al City" was found- 
ed and first ruled by the son of Mars, whose name was 
Romulus ; who was taken to the gods in a tempest of 
lightning, and became CIuibinus, the patron saint of the 
city, and one of the chief gods of Rome. This was lofty 
and sonorous, and unexceptionable, had it been true. ^ 

Our modern power, which seeks, with Roman ambition, 
lo lord it over the whole habitable earth, also styles itself 
eternal, as did Rome ; deduces its origin from Hea?en ; 
claims the wisest man for its lawgiver ; and some mighty 
thing in the nature of the philosopher's stone for its se- 
cret->-*aU which is equally credible and as well attested 
as that Romulus was nursed by a wolf, or Jupiter was « 
god that could save* And the masonic fables are told, to 
cover the meanness of Freemasonry's origiii ; for shoi 
too, sprung from a confederacy of lawless plunderers ; 
and it mortifies the pride of the high, priests, it tops the 
vanity of the^ grand masters, and mskes the puissant sove- 
reigns of Freemasonry to tremble for the security of 
their thrones, to be told that their boasted order, sprung 
iirom the mire of the Rosicrosians, and spread abroad over 
the &ce of the earth upon the licentious cupidity of its 
speculative &|h'f iji i that it originated within the 18th 
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century, amonrr men capable of the most atrocious false- 
hoods, and base enough to sell their reputation for money, 
and to barter a good conscience for the delusion of a 
lodge room , mv.n who sold masonic charters for an ap« 
pearance of mystery, but of a truth for gold. 

Stone masons, in common with ninety-one other crafls 
and trades in the city of Loudon, have been in the habit 
for centuries, of meeting in club, for the purpose of im- 
provement in the elements of their business and craft. 
Each craft has its public hall, its admission fee, its coat of 
arms, and its charity fund. The companies are triven by 
name in the order of their rank, in Rees* Encyclopedia, 
Ai't. Co nip any ; and out of only eighteen whose form of 
government is particularly mentioned, sixteen are govern- 
ed by a 3faster, two lVai*dens^ and a various number of 
other assistants. So Freenjasoiis' lodges are (foverned ; 
and the titles, Worshipful and Most Worshipful^ now 
peculiar to mason ic officers, were common to srcntlcmen 
of the ICth and ITth centuries, as Esquire and lloaorabie 
are common at the present day. 

The Lord Mayor of I^ondon, at his election usuaTfj 
makes himself /rec ; i. e. becomes a member of one of the 
twelve principal societies, if he wer^ not a member of one 
of them before : " for these twelve," says the Cyclopedia, 
are not only tlie oldest, but tfce fiehest ; many of them 
.having had the honor of kings and princes to be their 
tneml^rS) and the apartments of thetr hrilft being fit t<l 
entertain a monarch." But Afasons are not among the 
irst twelve t their rank is 31, hall in Basing Ifa)]-«treel^ 
eharter Charles II., 1677. Some of these societies Meet 
by prescriptive right ; the oldest charter is that of thtf 
Parish Clerks, A. D. 15283, Henry IIL ; the Bakers, A. D. 
1&€7, Edward IL Six were chartered in the 14th cento- 
ry, eighteen in the I5th century, twelve in the 10th cen- 
tory, rorty, (and among them the Stonte Masons,) in 'the 
I7th centor^y and some in the 18th centnry. 
' Handicraft Masonry is an ancient trade^ and liai ever 
teceived the fostering attention of distingaished princes. 
Both in France ^nd in 'Scotland, the 'craft were allowed a 
)i<ecafiaT jurisdiction over all disputes growing out of the 
exercise of tlheir 'trade% (Law^ie's History; of Masonry, p. 
H% mi^ Wt:) This was gratit^d in Finance, A. D. 
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1645 ; and in Scodand^ near two hundred years earlieti 
to real builders. 

In the rude times, when men, ignorant of chirography, 
impressed the seal of their parchments with the tooth iri 
their head for their signature, it was usual for master 
masons to give their apprentice a grip or sign^ by which 
he should make himself known to any mason as a ren^u- 
larly entered apprentice to the trade ; and another whca 
he had completed his apprenticeship, and |>;i.-scd to the 
rank of a journeyman or fellow-craft ; and a third, when 
by assiduity, experience, and skill, he liad become himself 
a master of work, took buildincrs to re<ir, liiisjd i'r:[|;)\v- 
ciaiis or journejmen, and received apprenlices. Tlie 
word, the sign^ and the grip, m those unlettered ages, 
were the certificate of the craft to its regularly taught 
members j and in Germany were common before Free^ 
masonry was imported from England. (See Prof Robi^ 
son's Proofs, p. 54.) 

Masonic historians claim the men to be Freemasons 
against whom the statute was passed io the 85th of £kl« 
w«r4 IILf voA again in the reign of Henry VI., forhld* 
difi^ them to assemble in lodges and chapters. (See 
Jfc JLihrqry, p. 25 ; Etardu^s Monitor, p. 20 ; Lawrie,p, 
94; Eneyciopedia Britiamca, Art» masms^ Sec, 62) 
Now Edward III. dealt with Englishmen of that day, as 
Qeorge III. would have dealt with Americans in his day ; 
as if they had been slaves. A plague had swept away a 
fearful portion of the English po|f>uIation» and the scarcity 
of laborers, caused all classes of mechanics to demand an 
increase of wages. Edward had several castles and mag- 
oifioent edifices in building, and to make his money hold 
ORty must compel the masons and mechanics to work at 
the pld ri^tes. He issued such an ordinance^ and enforced 
it by his sheriffs. Under that ordinaoQe^ masons were 
returned from the several counties of England to work oq 
Windsor Castle, as jurors were returned to serve in the 
king's courts. (See Hume's History of England, reign of 
£14. III.) This was equally agreeable to the Lords of Par- 
liament and to himself, and accordingly it was enacted 
A* ]X 13^f that ** as servants, not willing after the pesti- 
lence^ to serve without taking excessive wages, had been 
required Ip 9erve in their accustomed places at the rate 
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they had received in the 20th year of Tvlward TIT.; and 
as it is given the king to understand in itiis present Par- 
liament, til at the said servants have paid no reg ard to the 
said or din nice, but to their ease df> witlidraw tVoni the 
service of^n* at men and otiicrs, unless they have iivery 
and wages to the douhlc or treble of that they were wont 
to take in the said ^Otii year and before, to the jrreat 
damage of the great men, 6i40, be ordained and established 
the things underwritten." 

Chap. Jl, Fixes the day and year wages of farm ser* 
pants. 

Chap. 2, The price ol threshing all sorts of corn by the 

quarter. 

Chap. 3. Prescribes the wages of several sorts of artifi- 
cers and laborers ; among whom Carjjmters and Masons 
are paiLicularly specified. 

Chap. 4, Requires artificers to make oath that they will 
use their crajts^ as they did in the 20th year of the same 
Edward III. (See liufThead's English Statutes, Vol. 
p. 251.) 

Seventy-four years after the enactment of this statute, 
which plainly is applicable only to handicrafts, Henry VI.,' 
in Parliament at Westminster, ordained that ** no con- 
federacies and congregations shall l)e made by masons in 
their general chapters and assemblies, wherel)y the good 
course and effects of the sfaiulc of laborers, ('25th Ed. 
III.,) are violated and broken, in subversion of law; and 
if any be, they that cause such chapters and congrega- 
tions to be assembled and holden, shall be adjudged 
felons." Coke's 3d Ins. p. 99. 

The common pretence of Freemasons, that these 
statutes were levelled particularly against their mystic or- 
der, by the influence of bigoted priests, because the secret 
was not betrayed in the office of auricular confession, is 
too shallow, after once reading these statutes, to cover the 
nakedness of the falsehood, or to conceal the evident du« 
plicity of its first publishers. But one thing these statutes 
conclusively show with the aid of masonic historians, Wz. 
that in the reign of Edward 11 [. and Henry VI., there were 
no Freemasons in England, but stone masons ; who ntet 
in general chapters and assemblies, not to cultivate the 
knowledge of a wonderful mystery, but to impede theexe- 
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cution of the laws^ and to violate the statutes of their 
country. 

With this view faithful history fully concurs. That a 
society claiming the glories of Freemasonry should iiave 
existed for ages unnoticed by any writer, noble or con- 
temptible, foolish or learned, is wholly incredible, and 
unworthy of belief. The Puritans aad tlie Presbyterians, 
the Cabalisls and the llosicrusians, the Gypsies and tlic 
Necromancers, the Alchymists and the Jesuists, are each 
liberally noticed in the works of various authors during 
the 16th and 17th centuries ; but Freemasonry has not 
so much as a name, until the 18th century. To any his- 
torical scholar, this alone is enough. We read of the 
Fratemitas laihamorum, or company of bricklayers ; but 
it requires not a lawyer to discern, that these are the men 
against whom the statute of laborers was directed, in the 
S5th jear of Edward Ul., and are not the men who have 
at this day in theu lodges the language of Eden, and the 
mysteries of the AntedOuTian world* • * m 

Of the same tenor is the fact, that Papacy and Free* 
masonry cannot dwell together in peace ; but we hear not 
a word of their disagreement, until the 18th century. 
Certainly Papacy is older than 100 years ; and if Free* 
masonry be much above that, how did it previously escape 
a conflict which has never ceased since first it commen- 
ced, A. D. 1730 to '40 1 The canons of the church re- 

2uire full aod free confession to the priests from all good 
latholics. The oaths of Freemasonry requhre absolute 
secrecy upon the transactions of the brethren from every 
good mason. Now, these canons and oaths nowhere 
abide together without discord and a deprivation of church 
privileges, ttad they never could harmonize for one mo- 
ment Therefore, the time when they first fell out and 
contradicted each other, must have been near the begin- 
ning of one, or both of them. That time is determined 
by the Bull of the Pope, 1738, 17:)^ Wring and twist 
the brother mason may, but there is no escape ; the date 
is cortectly stated, seventeen hundred tliirty-eight, issued 
by Clement XIl. (See Lawrie's Hist. Mas. p. 1^2 ; Ency. 
Brit. Art. Masonry, last edition.) 

What has been said is proof, not only that the account 
wliich Freemasonry gives of itself» is erroneous, but 

1* 
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Ifrossly erroneous ; not only that the order was not organ- 
ized by Solomon and patronized by St. John, but that it 
had no existence even in the days of Edward III., and of 
Henry VI. of England. The question becomes interest- 
ing, whence did it originate ? and who first promulgated 
its falsehoods ? 

The Rosic! iisian mania sprung up in Germany, A. D. 
1610, nearly ; and overspread Christendom. This puff of 
indefinable extravagance originated irom the writings of 
John Valentine Andrea, a celebrated Theologian of Wir- 
temberg ; (sec Loiifhn Ma^. 18^4, Vol. 9, p. 143,) — who 
amused himself with tales of spiritual wonder and mystical 
glory, as a literary hoax, in the style of Munchausen's 
wonderful adventures in his memoirs. The visionary 
minds of that day took his work in earnest. They claimed, 
in general, for the rosy cr(jss plnlosophy, whatever is now 
particularly claimed for Freemasonry, a heavenly origin, 
a magic influence, a wonderful secret, and unbounded ex- 
cellence. The universal medicine and the philosopher's 
stone, were gravely protons d for the glory of its mystical 
laboratory ; and to so great a pitch of extravagance did its 
vain ))rofessors run, that modern Freemasons are sober 
men in the comparison. This folly was grreatly admired 
in England by some men of a strange laucy, and of great 
learning ; and by others publicly professing the black art. 
Among the former, the name of Elias Ashmole, the anti- 
quary, stands conspicuous; and among the latter, Wm. 
Lillv, the astrologer j and somewhere between them, is 
Robert Fludd. 

'I'lus Ashmoir, is greatfv arA-ounted of as a brother by 
masonic historiLins, and is the lir^t accepted Freemason 
claimed by professor Robison. Ashmole says he was 
" elected" in Mason's Hall, Basing Hall-street, A. D, 
1646. (See Bio^. Brit.) This is the Hall of the London 
Company of Stone Masons, chartered 1677, 31 years 
after Asbmole's admission into its livery, and remaining 
to this day, as it ever has been, in the possession of tM 
Stone Masons ; a society distinct from, and independent 
of the modern Freemasons. And it is evident that Ash** 
mole was only made/ree of the Mason's Company as hit 
fViend Lilly was made^m of the Salters Company, and as 
the Lord lilayor is usnally made//'e« of some one of thQ 
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12 principal Companies of tradesmen or mechanics in the 
city of London ; and that Ashmole was not initiated, pass- 
ed, and raised to the Sublime degree of Master Mason, as 
in a modern Lodge of Freemasons. Therefore we think 
the record must be wrong, which makes Ashmole a Free- 
mason of the modern type. 

It is an undeniable fact that the conceited mystery of 
the Rosicrusians, and their vainglorious pretences to every 
thing good and great and magical, or hofy^ are united with 
the emblems and working tools of a handicraft mason, the 
compasses and level and square and leather apron^ to form 
that lying wonder of the 19th century which is commonly 
called Freemasonry. This union did not take place in 
one d ay ; nor until the false philosophy of the Rosicra« 
sians fell into merited disgrace, and the sect ran out. 
Ashtxiole died A. D. 1092, and with him the last of the 
rosy cross philosophers ; but the spirit of this order, after 
lingering a few years among men of less note, passed by a 
species of metempsychosis, into a new body, the company 
of masons^ with whom it first appears in the early part of 
die 18th century* 

When Ashmole died, 1692, Sir Christopher Wren was 
at the head of the Bnglish architects, holding the office of 
Deputy Surveyor of the king's buildings : in 1698 he 
was made by William IIL Surveyor General of the public 
works; and in 1714 to 1716, for political considerations, 
he was removed from office by George 1. All masonic his* 
torians call Sir Christopher Wren Deputy Cfrand Mas^ 
ter^ at the time when he was Deputy Surveyor, and Chand 
Master of ike Freemasons^ at the time when he was Sur* 
Tiftyor General to the throne. But in doing this thef 
make a very short rope to hang themselves ; for by their 
own showing the first Grand Lodge was formed in 1717 ;* 
then, how could Sir Christopher Wren be Grand Master 
in 1698, nineteen years before, there was a Grand Lodge T 

During this period the Rosicrusian pretensions were 
seeking, tike a troubled spirit, for some resting place.—- 
The age is one of the most extravagant speculation : and 
moved with a strange desire of fame and money and con- 
viviality, four companies of stonb masons, who were left 

* See any masonic history of that year : Frcston, Dtrmoli, Law- 
riet et aUas* 
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of those that had been associated in boiidiirg the proad 
edifices of London after the fire of 1666, met, the lodge 
that had worked on St. Paul s Church beuig at the head, 
ind torrned the Grand Lodge of London, in February, and 
elected their officers June 24th, A. D. 1717. With a 
view to fill up their ranks, and to increase their conse- 
quence, they voted to accept men of other trades and pro- 
fessions, as members of the society. ( Vide Preston , 
Bmith, Lawrie, Hardie, Tannchill, et alias^ particularly 
the Ahiman Rezon of Lawrence Dermott, quoted in the 
4th No. of the A. M. Review and Magazine.) Three 
years tliey stru^£rled, accommodating the Kobicrusian 
pretensions to tlie emblems of a handicraft mason ; and 
then, in 1720, burnt their papers for the benelu of the 
mystery. (See all the above writers.) They gave out 
that this boutlre was made " bi/ sonic too .^cru2Juluus brctli^ 
ren" who fcared that the secrets of masonry would be 
exposed in the Douk of Constitutions about to be publish- 
ed ; but the smoke of that fire was not thick enough to 
envelope the origin of their mystic order in impenetrable 
obscurity. No doubt they hoped by burning their pre- 
tended parchments, to destroy all evidence disproving 
their daim to immemorial customs and imprescriptib£ 
rights, which claim was in a coarse of preparation for tho 
pubilc in the dreaded Book of ConatibttkMit. After three 
years more, the volume came forth from the hands of An- 
derson and Desaguiliiers, or Desaguliers, and blowed the 
first strain of masonic vainglory and unearthly mystery^ 
which is heard £rom any hook or printed treatise I 

Anderson and Desaguilliers, a Scotchman and a 
Frenchman, in London, were the men who first pnblisbed 
to the world, the high pretensions of Freemasonry ; men 
of a low character, and of a base spirit, whose Mook af 
QnutiiuUtms of Mastmry^ was ushered firom the press, A. 
D« 1733, and is hardly older than our grandfathers I {See 
Mobiion*s Proof s of a Conspiraci/^ p, 10, and p, 60; 
Launio^ 92.) This Volume of mock Constitutions, is 
the basis of all masonic history, and its delusive state* 
nients have been servilely copied and greatly magnified, 
until the mystic wonder has grown beyond the sixe and 
power of the fabled monsters of antiquity* 

Now the false spirit of the rosy cross philosophy was 
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fairly embodied with the emblems of a mechanic's socie- 
ty; and was brought forth by the Book of Consfitulions 
in the form of Freemasonry. From tlie lime of its birth 
the lying wonder began to run to and fro in the earth, 
wherever British commerce could convey it; and charters 
for hohlino- nuisoiiic lodges were everywhere sold at a 
cash price, and an annual .stipend, by the Grand Lodge of 
London. To that Grand Lodge the inhabitnnts of most 
parts of continental Europe, of the East and Wot liKJies, 
of Africa and of America, paid an annual tribute for tlie 
right to confer the three dei^rees of Morgan's Freemason- 
ry! The date, and Grand Master who issued the warrant, 
are carefully recorded, \n Preston, Smith, Tannehill, and 
<>tliers, for holding lodges in all quarters of the earth. A. 
D. 1729, Freemasonry was first introduced into the East- 
Indies; 1730 the Grand Lodge of Ireland was formed- 
1731 a patent was sent iVom England to erect a lodge atf 
the Hague ; 1733 Freemasonry established ttselfin North 
America at Boston ; 1736 at Cape Coast in Africa, and 
at Geneva in Europe ; in Scotland the same* year the firs( 
Grand Master was elected r and ao the tripled-headed 
monster, Entered ArpRBNTiCE, Fettow Craft, and 
Mister, went deceitfully round the earth while it was 
yet in its teens. 

That masonry is as old as Babel, we do not refuse to 
believe ; it is Freemasonry, otherwise called Speculative 
Masonry ^ of which we treat, and of which we affirm that 
its era is A. D. 1717; no man need mistake our meaning. 
Neither do we pretend that the order was then made up 
of new principles, or of a newly created race of men ,* but 
certain men and certain principles, previously existing, 
were then for the Brst time formally united and embodied 
into that mystic order called Fri emasonry ; and a system 
was formed, which did not exist before even by name, 
which system w^ know by the name of Speculative Ma- 
sonry. We do not even suppose that all the materials of 
this coat of many colors came out of one fleece, or was. 
spun and wove by the same king Solomon. The aprons 
and trowels and temple were taken from the masons ; the' 
divine origin, mystic virtues and wonderful secrets of the 
order eame from the Rosicrunians ; the magic and for- 
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tunetelling from the Necromancers ; the morals from the 
Jesuits; and the horrid oaths of the order, from its owa 
bowels. But the time that all these were first publicly 
stitched toirether to form Speculative Masonry, was when 
the only four companies of Oporalive Masons in the south 
of England, met at the Appletree tavern in London, Feb. 
1717, and constituted themselves ** the Grand Lodge" 
of England pro tempore in due form. Vi(U FrtUon 
166. Anthonv Saver, Grand .Hauler. 

The proof that it had no earher existence is perfectly 
conclusive. Speculative Masonry, or Freemasonry, is a 
matter of great notoriety. Any (question m a future age^ 
of its existence in the 18th or 19th centuries, could be 
answered satisfactorily by pointing to splendid Masonic 
Halls, to quarto volumes of constitutions, and octavo his^ 
lories, to medals and monuments and deeds of parchment, 
as well as deeds of wickedness. The literature of this 
age abounds with it. Those who read the account of 
laying liie corner stone of the Bunker-hill Monument, 
will point to that pillar of national glory, as a proof thai 
Freemasonry existed A. D. 1825 ; and, if that is not 
enouofh, the foundation may be removed, and there a 
medal he found with inscriptions of vanity, which iii this 
republic can only belong to Must Worshipful Frtema- 
sonry : unless an indifrriant people .shuuld jusLi^ tear tke 
disgracelal piaie from its ])roud ix'sunir place. 

In vain we search lor any proof of this sort existing 
earlier than the 18th century. We find constitutions o^ 
Jesuits, RosicrusiaBs, and Alchymists. We find histories 
of political parties, religious sects, and Bucaneers. "We 
find text books of Cabala, necromancy, astrology, magi^j^ 
ibrtunetelling, and various proofs of witchcraft ; but not 
a particle of evidence to show the existence of Freema^ 
fionry, or Speculative Masonry. It is not meotioned or 
ftUaded to ; it is not painted on caovsas, or stamped on 
paper, or indented on plate. That its universal IftnguagOi 
must have been spoken ; that its mystic cbanolers wer^ 
certainly understood, and its omnific word even then poa^ 
sessed some share of omnipotencep no one who believes 
in Freemasonry, can ibr a moment donbV But all the 
proof is ibund in pages and doouments^ in fraternities 
and monuments of the 18th mi 19th centuriea; and this 
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in such al)undance, as quite to supply the failure of jivt 
hundred years preceding ; althougli it adrmto of a doubt, 
whether there is endiigh to supply the deficiency of the 
other live thousand years from the year of light. Fifty 
centuries are a Jong period for the active labors of a great 
tnystery spread over the face of the whole uoi ld, to pass 
entirely unobserved : and there is no accounting for it, 
only as a great mystery, and such, Freemasonry may un- 
doubtedly be ; for men do not well understand it, when 
it is fulJy revealed. 

We have read the volumes of Hume and Smollet and 
Bisset with care. They ^ive a connected Ijistory of Eng- 
land from the earliest dates to the 19th century, and no 
mention is made of Freemasonry to our recollection. 
Hien we have run over Mosheim, who gives a faithful 
hittlcyiry of the church, century by century, from the year 
df our Lord, to the 18th century, and Freemasonry 
CDtireljr escapes either his notice or our memory. * * 

We laj them away, and torn to honest Scotland. 
Robertson tells its story in the most ex((tii8ite manner : 
li6 ^Mreads up6n hb page every Ikct of importance^ and 
Walter ScDtt fiiie the world with the poetry of its history. 
But where is the mention of Freemasonry, or Specalative 
Masonry, or the men of the cabletow? In the lights and 
shadows, in the tales uid legends, in the songs and histo- 
ries of Scotland, as well as of England, where is the 
IMotion of Freemasonry prior to the 18th century % We 
know of none. • » * 

It is too much after this, to search Gibbon, Gillies, 
Ferguson, and RoHin for Freemasonry; if we did, it 
wmUd be of no use ; they take |to notice of it. * * . 

Neither poet nor moralist, politician nor controTersialist, 
hfofeorian, biographer, antiquary, or novelist of continental 
B^ope, previous to 'the I8th century, can be named, who 
mentibns such a thing of oaths and degrees, as modern 
speeulattVB masonry ; or who so much as writes the name 
' Freemasonry,' or any of its present modifications, in any 
hnguage of Korope. We do not pretend to have read 
all, imt we understand enough to challenge the most 
learned professor of masonic lore, the very sublime, elect, 
and peH<»ct masons, to show any author with a title page 
older than one hundred and six years, who mentions or 



alludos to the mystery in any part of the earth ; or to 
produce any medal, or manuscript, or monument, or well 
authenticated copy of any inscription upon any medal or 
m ounment, naming, or having allusion to Speculative 
Masonry, or Freemasonry, of a date earlier than the be- 
ginning of the ISlh century, in any coui^iry oa ihe face 
of the earth. — Anti Masonic RevUw, 




THE PRETENSIONS OF FREEMASONRY TO AN ORIGIN 
IN THE DAYS OF SOLOMON. * 

Extract ji'tm tdUr* of Rett. Hltnry Jmut^ \ 

At a time like the present, when the iiibtiLution of 
Freemasonry undergoing the faithfnl scrutiny of the 
public, it seems to be of very great imporiaiice, ihat the 
question, so frequently asked, " What is the origin of 
the Institution ?" should receive the answer which ii de- 
mands, in order that an impartial and correct judgment 
may be more readily formed. If it originated with the 
people of God ; and was patronized as a good and useful 
institution by many of the most eminent characters whose 
names are recorded io holy writ; at a time too, when 
they were enjoying the'apecial |[uidaDCo and approbatioa 
of the Most High ; a favorable judgment must be reader* 
ed of it, at least whiie in its natire purity, though now so 
degenerated and perverted But if, on the other hand, 
this institution originated with men of corrupt principles, 
wrho have falsely founded it, on pretended important i^cts, 
which never existed ; then of course^ considering .also^ 
its present deformed character, it must he condemned by 
the public, as a base and wicked fabrication, an insult 
upon community, and only worthy to be utterly expuQge4 
from all ranks of society* Each of these suppositions^ for 
the origin of the institution, is consideried correct, by the 
opposite parties who feel intereated in the subject, an4 
are. exhibited by them^ respectively^ is proof of its merits, 
or demerits. 

] It is my design on this occasion to show, that its own 
clainfs io m origin at <Aa building qf the^ impk qf Solo^, 
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mon, among wise and holy men, are nnfoundecl^ and that 
consequently, it must have had its origin since that time, 
among Jalse and wicked meuj so that those wise and holy 
men had no part nor lot in the viattfr. 

It is well known to all the fratcrniiy who have become 
somewhat familiar with the lectures of the first three de- 
grees, that they do leach us, that Speculative, or Free- 
masonry, originated at tiie Iniilding of Solomon's temple, 
and that a large share of ilic mysteries of the iDstitntion 
are established on cerlaui events, which are said to ha.ve 
transpired at that time and place. I shall not consider 
it necessary to repeat over those parts of the lectures to 
which I allude ; but for the benefit of some who may 
still be unacquainted with the subject, I would concisely 
bring into view some of the pretensions of masonry, as to 
its kfflLTing its origin at the building of the temple with 
Solornon and others, which I am to endeavor to show, as 
being false. 

Passing by much in the first and second degrees, which 
teaches the same, X shall confine my remarks to the third 
degree ; and would observe, First, that the lecture of this 

sublime" degree, teaches us that Freemasonry was 
founded at the building of the temple, by these important 
circumstances, which it professes to record, viz, that there 
were employed in building it, three Grand Masters; 
Solomon king of Israel, Hiram king of Tyre, and Hiram 
^'Abtfi*," as he is designated in masonry, but in the scrip- 
ture, Hiram the son of a widow, &c. who alone constitu- 
ted the Master's lodge at that time, and who alone pos- 
sessed the Master's secrets or word, holding their secret 
meetings in the sanctum sanctorum, or holy of holies of 
the temple. They are represented also, in this degree, 
as having agreed together, never to give the Master's 
word to any other person, unless they all three were to- 
gether in doing it ; so that, when Hiram Abiif is rep- 
resented in this degree, as being slain, before any of the 
craftsmen had received this secret word of thn Masters', 
H could not afterwards be given, for want of the three 
Grand Masters together, and was, in consequence of this, 
for many years kist, having another word substituted in 
its 6tead. 

Having brought forward these things as the pretended 
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matters of fact, on which the institution of Freemasonry 
professes to be founded ; I would observe, that they bring 
with themselves no proof that they are matters of fact in 
reality^ unless we are bound to consider them so proved 
by the bare assertion of an individual, who says that he 
was secretly told so, by a second person in the preceding 
generation, who in like manner, received his information 
from a third, and so on through fifty or an hundred gen- 
erations, to go back to the days of Scdomon : But no tri- 
bunal has ever been authorised to allow the least credit 
to a witness like this, on any important question between 
opposite parties. 

Although it is often difficult to prove a negative io 
such a case as this; I am prepared to prove, unless I 
greatly mistake, that these masonic pretensions to the 
origin of the institution at the building of the temple, are 
false ; by showing from scripture history, that Hiram 
King of Tyre and Hiram " AbifF" never were associated 
with Solomon as Grand Master in the building of the 
temple, so that t!iey three, never constituted a Master's 
lodge there, assembling in the sanctum sanctorum for 
their secret meetings. Every one must know, who is 
acquainted with this history, 1 Kings, 2 Chron., that 
Solomon was Master alone, over all the work of the build- 
ing, that he was especially endowed with wisdom from 
above to qualify him to form so great a work, and that 
the Lord furnished him with pariicuhr directions, through 
the agency of David his father,* which was equal to a 
pattern of the building, and more than this, Hiram king 
of Tyre, as it seems from scripture and reason, never 
left his kingdom to go and dwell at Jcrii.salcm, while the 
temple was buildincj, as he. only bartered uitli Solomon 
in a friendly manner, by furnishing timiu r for the temple, 
and sending his servants to cut and prep: ic it, &lc. for 
wriich Solomon made satisfaction in wheat, barley, wine 
and oil ; with twenty cities. It is evident, also, beYond 
dispute, that Hiram *• Abiff" was not a Grand Muster 
with Solomon in building the temple, and with him con- 
stituting a Master's lodge, meeting privately in the sanc- 
tum sanctorum, as the third degree represents ; because 
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he was employed only as a very skilful workman in met- 
ab, and because, he labored not on, or about the temple, 
but exclusively in casting the furniture, &c. for the tem- 
ple, under tlie direction of Solomon, " In the plain of 
Jordan — in the clay ground between Saccoth and Zar* 
than;' or ** ZeredathaL*'* 

Again, the instructions of the third, or "sublime" de- 
gree, give us to understand that Freemasonry originated 
with wise and good men, under the patronage of God, at 
the bailding of the temple, by its establishing the princi- 
pal part of the mysteries of that degree on the pretended 
murder of iliram ** AbifT," with the various circumstan- 
ces in its connexion, while he was in the temple, before 
it was finished, at a time too, when he w^j daily employ- 
ed in planning work for the craft, an<l nvrrseeing them 
on the building. All who have taken the third degree, 
or have examined Morgan's book, may know, that there 
is a long secret dialogue or tragedy, to be acted out, by 
the members of the lodge whenever the degree is confer- 
red, in imitation of the whole process, and all the circum- 
stances, of the pretended murder of this Hiram, and that 
the candidate who takes the degree, must always repre- 
sent Hiram, and experience a mock murder, two burials, 
&/C. : But of Jiiiaiii's being thus murdered in the tem- 
ple, before its completion, masonry gives us no better 
evidence than what has been noticed in case of the other 
pretended facts, on winch, not the least dependence can 
be placed, even if there were nothing to disprove it. 

If such a horrible assassination as this is represented 
to be, of so important a character as Hiram was, had 
taken place under those circumstances, it is unaccounta- 
bly strange, thai the sacred writer, in recording the re- 
markable events connected with that crreat work, should 
pass over so important an event as this, in utter silence; 
and strange too, that Josephus, who has given such a 
particular account of the building, workmen and circum- 
stances of the temple, in his 8th Book, 2d and 3d Chap- 
ters, should not intimate a word of any such important 
transaction. 

Although hoth Josephus and the scripture are entirely 
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sileot about any such murder of Hiram in the temple, 
before its completion ; the scripture on the other side.<^ 
the question, is Dot silent, but it speaks out, and gives as 
to anderstand that he was not thus there mardered. ^ 

The first proof to be menttoned from scriptare of this ' 
hci, is what has already been noticed, viz., that he ne?er 
wrought as an overseer on the building of the temple, as 
I think we must conclade, from the consideration, of his 
being employed by Solomon only as a cunning workman, 
in casting the metallic vessels, furniture, d&c. of the temr 
pie, " III the plain of Jordan" at a place, not less than 
thirty or forty miles from Jerosalem, where the temple 
was built, as it appears by consulting sacred geography 
on the subject. 

Another scripture testimony which is positive, against 
the pretended fact of Hiram's being murdered in the tem- 
ple before Its completion, and before he had finished the 
work which had been assigned him, is that he was Kving 
when the temple was completed, and that- he lived tofin^ . 
ish all the work, which had' lain upon his hands^ for the 
use of the temple. The first passage which declares this, 
is I Kings, 7th Chap. 40th verse, Awi Hiram mafic the 
lovers and the shovels .and the basons; so Hiram MADE 
AN END of doing all the work that ho made for king 
Bill omon for the house of the Lord.'* 

Then, lest this plain text should be perverted, the same 
Chap, enumerates all the wonderful castings of Hiram, 
and in the last verse, which is in the same connexion^ 
with Hiram's making an end of all his work for king 
Solomon, it is said, " So was ENDED all the work, that 
KING SOLOMON made for the house of the Lord." 
Then according to the sacred writer, the very next thing 
was, the dedication of the temple by Solomon, as it is 
particularized in the next Chapter. 

To set the fact of Hiram's being alive, at the finishing 
of the temple, still further beyond all doubt, the same 
testimony of it, is recorded again, in 2 Chron. 4th Chap^ 
11th verse, " And Huram [or Hiram] mad£ the pots^ 
mid the shovels, and the basons. And Huram FINISH- 
ED the work that he irns to mnJcp for king Si^lomon, for 
the hoii^e of God So it is said a^rain, in the san^n con- 
nexion of the sul)jcct, m the first verse of the next Chap. 
** Thiis uU the work that Solomon made for the house of 
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the Lord wck FINISHED," &c. immediately upon 
which, as tlio history iutorms us, the people ot" Israel 
were a^5tniil)led for the dedication of the biiihJing. 

ll;u'ing sliown now, as 1 won hi hope, to the satisfac- 
tiori of all who rely upon srri[)ture testimony, and the 
exercise of reason, for evidence; that Solomon was afmie^ 
under God, a * Grand Master,' or the builder of the tem- 
ple ; that Hiram king of Tyre, never left his kim^dnm to 
go and dwell at Jerusalem, to be a Grand Master in the 
building, forming a Master's lodge, vVc : that Iliram 
"Ahiff," was not a Grand Master at Jeru."5ulem with Solo- 
mon in erecting the temple, and that he was 7iever slain 
there before the finishing of Ills appropriate work, having 
lived to make an end of it, and see the temple completed ; 
What are we to think of the iii^titution of Freemasonry t 
the lectures of which tell us, that lliram king of Tyre, 
and Iliram ** AbifT," were Grand Masters with Solomon 
in building the temple ; tiiat they three constituted a 
Master's lodge assembling in the sanctum sanctorum, &/C. 
and that Iliram ** AbiflT," teas slain in the temple before 
its completion, while busily employed in the great work. 
And what shall we liiink of it too, when n professes in its 
lectures to have its origin in conu'^xion with tlieso re- 
puted events, and to be founded upon them, while nearly 
the whole su!>stance of the mysteries of the third degree, 
is a dialogue, in imitation of Hiram's assassination, &c. ? 
Considering that the first three degrees of Freemasonry 
which were established, must be the corner stone, or 
foundation, on which all the latter degrees are built, would 
il be unreasonable for me now to aak ; On what then 
does the whole superstructure of Freemasonrf rest but a 
base fabrication of wicked men, who in some dark and 
aposlate age of the world, have risen up, united into a 
secret society, and darkly handed down their inventions, 
to flatter ns to believe that their institution is good as 
having originated among wise and good men ; and being 
ignorant of the manner in which their false pretensions 
would be exposed ; have told us, that it was established 
on certain specified facts and events, which, by looking 
at them carefully, and comparing them with our Bible, 
we find, never bad existence ? Was there ever an tm* 
posture of such magnttude as this, so generally palmed 

2* 
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upon mankind ? And jet, here is the origin of the 
foundation of Speculative Frrerna^onry ; an<l here is a 
portrait of the character of Us loundeis and tirsl priucip 
pies. 



tHE ABUSE AND PERVERSION OF THE MASONIC IN* 

STITUTION. 

Bxtraet/rom Rt», M* Thachu'9 Addrat be/ore MaOgemer^ Lodge, 

The origina] design* of this instUutton appears to have 
been, to cherish the social virtaes, enforce the principles 
of moral rectitude and equity between man and man, and 
to extend the hand of relief to indigence and distress. 
Viewed in this light, and so far as it is calculated to 
answer these designs, it may, and wght^ to be considered 
no more nor less than a moral and charitable institution. 
So far as any society is combined to promote general 
interest, merely, it should be regarded merely as an object 

utility ; so far as it enforces moral virtue, or upright 
external conduct, it may be considered as a mora/ society ; 
and so far as it extends relief to otheis, it may be consid* 
ered as an institution of charity. We will take, for 
example, a society for the promotion of useful knowledge 



* It u here taken for granted^ that this wag the primary toteniion 

of the masonic society; becmi'-c this is what masons have always 
avowed. Query. Would any clnss of men have iri'^fitiitcd a secret 
society, to act merely as a moral and charitable in^litutioo ? But, 
suppose the ertginel derifrn of the masonic institalion wiui merely 
what masons have avowed ; another important question arises. Is it 
possible for a secret k^ociety to exist, without becoming corrupt, and 
being turned into an engine of wickedness ? Our Saviour declared 
to the Jewish \i\f^ti priest, I spake openly to the toorid ; — and in 
Beeret have J said nothing** What would now be thought of the 
churchy if she should close and *• tyle*^ her doors, impose oblip^atious 
in serret, and place a perpetual sea! upon the lips of her members ? 
'Would it any longer be beliened that her sole object is to promote 
Che relin^on of the gospel f Now If the tihttrcht wMeh it the piireet 
body on earth, e&M not and woM iwt be ttiMted, as a secret soei^ 
ety^ who can blame conscientious and judicious men, for drawing the 
conclusion, that any secret society, of whatever description, is alto- 
gether unnecessary, and cannot exist, without becomiug an object of 

WBpielont U n«t an engine <ff wicleednMS. 
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in the Mechanic Arts. Sa far as this society tends to 
facilitate the tlieuiy and practice of mechanism, it may 
be vaiued tor its utility. If its members enter into an 
agreement to slmn certain known vices, and to practise 
certain knovvn virtues, it may be consuiered as a moraX 
society. If they go farther, and engage to appropriate a 
certain portion of their funds for the relief of indigent 
widows and orphans, it may then be regarded both as % 
moral and a charitable institution. 

Considering Freemasonry, therefore, in its original 
design, as a fuoral, as well as cliurii ible institution, one 
of the first abuses, of winch wc are called to tike notice, 

is, TUB ADMISSION AND RETEiNTION OF UiNrivINCIPLliD 

MEMBERS.* It is absufd to the last degree, not to say 
ridiculous, to think of advancinof the caubc of morality by 
immoral men. To any man who professes to take the 
Bible for his guide, to make himself an example to uihtrs, 
and to enforce the first principles of moral virtue, and who 
still appears to have no regard to his own moral conduct, 
we may, with propriety, address the language of the great 
apostle of the Gentiles Thou, therefore, who teachest 
another, teachest thou not thyself? Thou that preachest 
a man should not steal, dost thou steal f Thou that sayest 
a mao should not commit adultery, dost thou commit 
adultery 1 Thou that abhorrest idols, dost thou commit 
sacrilege t Thou that makest thy boast of the law, 
through breaking the law, dishonorest thou God V* There 
cannot be a greater perversion of any moral institution, 
than to admit and retain those members, who counteract 
by their example what they profess to maintain by precept. 

* Freemason* often say, " There are bad men in the Church, a» 
well as in otir in^-fitution." This is true ; but the ch>«o« are not par- 
allel. All persons, virhether in the church or out, have opportunity 
to hnaw 4m whftt jmnctptet mMabers are received ; end that thene 
principlee do not jmfify the admission and retention of bad mea. 
Bui (his cannot be known with re^spect to any secret society. Those, 
who do not boloiifT to the masonic institution, have no opportunity to 
judge trom principle^ but merely from the declarations of its mem- 
bers ; and DotUng bat mich declarations can aflbrd them any evi- 
dence, that the secret principles of Freemasonry do not justify (be 
adnussion and retention of just such men. The fact, therefore, that 
there are l)ad men in the church of Christ, while it militates nothing 
against the principles of the Cbristiaa religion, dae» and mtisf, in re- 
1^ to maMiuryt ndtttate actinat the priaciples of the inatitutioo. 
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Ti cannot be denied however, nor ought it to be concealed, 
if il could be, that the. masonic fraternity have kfjowingly 
admitted, and willingly harbored in their community, Ji/j^ 
such member^. Such an abuse as this, itas, in many 
phices, rendered the institution an anomaly and a carica- 
ture. There is no part of masonry more public, than 
that masons profess to take the Bihle as their guide in 
moral conduct. This they have openly avowed, and 
reiterated, time out of mind. What a burlesque, then^ 
must it be upon every principle of moral Tirlue, to see 
men, and even those who stand high on the roll9 of our 
Lodge?, Chapters, and Encampments, eoodticti ng like 
libertines ! When one of the primary precepts of diviks 
TRUTH requires us to deal justhj, love mercy ^ and walk 
humbhj with our God ; what an incongruity for those, who 
profess to be guided by this " great light," to set at defr> 
ance every principle of honor, honesty, and compas- 
sion, and act as if there were no God to call them to 
account ! When the Bible enjoins that " golden rule,** 
that summary of the law and the prophets, " All things 
whatsoever ye would that men should do to you, do ye 
even so to them how inconsistent for those, who profess 
to receive its precepts as the rule of their faith and prac* 
tice, to discover that sordid selfishness, in their intercourse 
with their fellow men, which characterizes not a few of 
the masonic fraternity ! But these are facts, which can- 
dor cannot conceal, and which it would be impious to 
deny. How many, who have voluntarily bound them- 
selves to the mystic order," and who are owned and 
acknowledged as free and accepted masons," are daily 
sending up oaths and curses " into the ears of the Lord 
of Sahaoth,'' in direct violation of that peremptory com- 
mand. Swear not at ail /" How many there are, also, 
of the same class of men, who are among the Arst in pro- 
'fanation of holy time, in direct defiance of that perpetual 
precept of the divine law, ** Remember the Sabbftih day to 
keep it holy I" It would, likewiae, be the grossest self- 
adulation to evade, and the grossest imposition upon 
others to dispute, the affecting truth, that the Holy Bible 
has sometimes been borne io public by the hand already 
palsied with intemperance, and its sacred truths pro- 
nounced by the tongue already stiffened with the poisoned 
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chaUoe. If m»ii0ii8.8rf disposed to shut thmr eyes upon 
such an abuse of a professed moral institution, it is oot 
atrange thai others should be disposed to write upon tho 
walls, and piltonit aqd furniture of their "tempie/'— 

AJenE, MENS', TEKEL, VPBAESIN.'' 

Another abuse of Freemasonry, which grows directly 
out of the evil to which we have just attended, is, a per- 

YERSTON OF THE INSTITUTION FROM ITS PRIMITIVE DESIGN. 

When corrupt men are admitted and retained in any 
society, especially in such numbers as to gain the ascen- % 
denry, it is strange indeed if tlie original object of such 
coiinniuiity is pursued for any length of time, and still 
more strange if the institution is not rendered an engine 
of wickedness. What object can it be fur immoral men 
to promote morality ? Or who can depend upon those, 
wiio are given to liceiuiousness, to relieve the distresses 
of the widow and or[>h;ui I They who pamper their own 
lusts, and are detprmined to pursue a course of sensual 
gratificrinon, will generally make every thing bend, so far 
as possible, to facilitate liie execution of their own selfish 
designs. This will account for many lodges, in different 
parts of our country, becoming nurseries of conviviality, 
and even of intemperance ; instead of asylums for the 
poor, the needy, and the alilicted. It has been said, with 
sarcastic severity, hut with too much truth, that " Freema- 
sons boast of their moral and chdrUaJilc institution ; but 
they expend more in pageantry and lea^tiiig, at one of 
their anniversary celebrations, than in all their acts of 
niunilicence during the year." Now it is easy to see, that 
any thinir like this, is a perversion of the original design 
of the masonic association. We have seen tliat tins 
design was, to foster the principles of moral virtue, and 
afford relief to the indigent. Every thing, therefore, 
which tends to counteract t)iis grand and primary object, 
must necessarily tend to sap the whole foundation. It 
must, too, be the grossest violation of every principle of 
the masonic institution, to make it an instrument of polit- 
ical intrigue, or of sectarian influence. It is inipossible 
that this should be done, without removing the '* ancient 
landmarks," and disregarding the strongest obligation of 
every member of the society. But, that such an tinbalf* 
lowed influence &8 this, has, from time to time, been 
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exerted, in various branches of the masonic commtttiify, 
its history fully demonstrates ; and» although many such 
charges against the institution in ' our own country I 
must think are altogether without foundation ; yet we 
ought not, by any means, to consider ourselves beyond the 
reach of corruption. The example of the Illuminees, 
who crept into the lodges of Europe, and converted ma- 
sonry into an engine, which overturned the religion and 
government of a whole nation, plioiiH surely prove a most 
solemn admonition to all the members of the fraternity iii 
this infant Repuhlir. A republican govrrnment, of all 
others, affords thn fairest oppnrtiiiiity for demagogues and 
men of corrupt minds, to execute their base designs. It 
would not be strange, therefore, if such men, who had con- 
nected themselves with the masonic institution, should 
make every possible attempt, by intrigue and deep iaid 
plots, to rob this people of their dearest rights, which our 
fathers purchased with tlieir blood. 

In pursuing the chain of eviU, by which the masonic 
institution has been made a subject of abuse, it is iiot oat 
of place to lake notice of FAUbii prrtepistons. It is noto- 
rious to every judicious and candid member of the insti- 
tution, that Freemasonry has often been made to rear 
false beacons, and to liold out false colors. Many have 
seemed to suppose, because they are not allowed to tell 
what masonry is, so far as its " mi/stcries" are coneerned 
that they are authorized, and even obliged^ to represent it 
as being what it is not. In order to gratify the curious, 
and raise their highest expectations, they have represented 
the peculiarities of the iiisLitution to be something, which 
would strike the peculiar fancies of individuals, or gratify 
their ruling passions: and so have induced persons to 
become members from mercenary motives, which has often 
been the occasion of the greatest degree of disappoint- 
ment and disgust. Some for example, conversing with 
an avaricious man, have led him to believe that masonry 
aflbrds peculiar fkclltties for the acquisition of wealth. In 
conversing with an ambitious man, they have represented 
the institution as pointing out a very safe and easy road 
to honor and promotion. Men of studious habits have 
been led to believe, by similar false representations^ that 
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it was one grand and principal object of masonry, to lay 
open the profoundest mysteries of science and ihc arts, 
in the most direct, easy and lucid manner. In like man- 
ner bare-been treated men of different professions. The 
attorney has been presented with the highest encourage- 
ment of aid in the mazes of the law ; and the divine* 
has been told that masonry throws light upon different 
hicidents recorded in the Bible, and teaches to explain 
different passages of scripture, which, otherwise, must 
forever remain in obscurity. Now, to pursue such a 
course as this, with those who are ignorant of the myste- 
ries of masonry, is not only to act a dishonest part, bnt 
must be productive of the most serious and lasting evils. 
It is easy to see, that when any person is initiated to the 
order with high expectation of some peculiar advantage, 
which has b^n held out to him by false and delusive 
representations, he must not only be disa'ppoiated, but 
disgusted. If so, his disappointment and disgust may not 
only lead him to overlook any real merit in the institu- 
tion, though of a very different kind from what he expected, 
but will probably drive him to abandon the institution 
altogether. It ought ever, therefore, to be a maxim with 
all masons, whenever they say any thing respecting their 
institution, to ** speak the words of truth and soberness.'* 
If they cannot converse with others, without making 
false impressions, and false representations, let them keep 
silence. It may be presumed, that there is not one mason 
in ten, if there is one in a hundred, who has not been in 
some degree disappointed and disgusted in consequence 
of false expectations, raised by the disingenuous allure- 
ments of imprudent members. 

In connexion with the last mentioned abuse of the ma- 
sonic institution, we may add, boasting of its okeat 



* The writer here speaks from tsperimee. He was repeatedlj 

fnld, perhaps sincerely, that the masonic society was not only a scf- 
cntiiic institution, but that there were many incidents and |)assage9 
revealed in the Bible, which could be explained only by masonic 
lijrht. TbSs representation he has rince found lo be ahogether fal$e» 
Masonry, indeed, alludes to scripture ; but I have nowhere found, 
after the most diligent research, that scripture alludes lo masonry ; 
unless ( which is very probable) the sacred writeri allude to it pro- 
ph€tieaUy, in describiag the aeenea of the latter days. 
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ANTiQiHTT Ain> ipRtTRNDEo PATROivs'.* It seems to be a 
natorat and rather curionv trait in the human character, 
to value 'some things merelj because they are arid 
others merely because they aire new, ' It is always impoli* 
tic, however, to claim, for any institntion, greater anti- 
quity, than can be fairly made to appear by conclodfe 
evidence, in 'view of the public. To prize any thing, 
either because of its real or pretended antiquity, when 
others are able to see neither internal nor external evi- 
dence of the fact, is rather to turn the subject into ridi- 
cule, and detract from its real merit, than to sanction its 
utility by proper means, and give demonstration of its ex« 
cellcnce. When masons, therefore, have boasted that 
their institution is as old as the creation, and that all the 
renowned men of antiquity have been its patrons, they 
have betrayed a want of confidence in what ought to con- 
stitute its real worth, and which cannot in anywise de- 
pend upon its being either old or young. It matters not 
to me, whether the institution was founded by Solomon, 
or by John the Baptist, or, what is more probable, by cer- 
tain mechanics in the sixteenth century ; I consider the 
main question to be, Whether the institution is good or 
bad J and whether it has maintained or departed from its 
original design ? I can, however, with what little know- 



• " Ki)thusiaslic frionds of our institution liavc done if tnuch injury, 
and covered it willi m Mch ridicule, by stretching ila o:ii:ii) hevond 
the bounds of credii>iit(y. Some have given it au antediluvuu oiigm, 
while othen have even represented It u eoevel wUh creeUoo ; some 
have traced it to the Egyptian priests, and others have discovered ita 
v«3tij;e9 in the mystical societies of Greece and Hottic. TIio erortion 
of Solomon's teiuple, the retreats of the Druids, and Uie crusades to 
the holy land, have been at different times specified as the sources 
•of its existence. The order, bamioBy, and wonden-of croetioo* the 
principlo-s of inathoinutical science, and the productions of arcliitcc- 
tural skill, have been confomnled with Freemasonry. Whenever a 
great philosopher hiu enlightened the ancient world, he has been re« i 

* tolved by a speciee of moral metempsychosis, or intelleecaal chdfliis- 
try, into a Freemason ; and in all tlie secret institulkms of entiquiCy, 
the footsteps of Lodfjes have been traced by the eye of credulity. 
Archimides, Pythii<j:oras, Euclid, and Vetruvius, vv;mc in a!l proba- 
bility not Freemasons; and the love of order, tlie cuiuvution of sci- , 
ence, the embellishments of taste, and the suMiroe end beeeiiful 

' works of art. have certainly Mtisted in ancient, as they now do in f 
modern times* without the ageney of Freemasonry." — Extract from \ 
tiie Masonic JlJdrest o/Dewitt CUntoHt tUUvcred Sept, 21), 182^. i 
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ledge I have been able to acquire on the subject, sec no 
propriety in celebrating the birth of any ancient patron, 
whether retd or supposed; and, for my own part, I frankly 
confess, that I have never yet seen one spark of substan- 
tial evidence, that either tSolomon, or John the fiapiist, 
or John the Evangelist, was a Freemason. I make this 
declaration as an honest man ; and not, by any means, to 
cast reflections upon those, whose judgment may differ 
from mine. I am persuaded also, that the annual cele- 
bration of John Baptist's nativity has, for years past, been 
productive of serious evils, by an example of convivialityi 
not to say intemperance, and an inducement to extrava- 
gance, parade and idleness; vices which, more than 
almost any thing else, have tended to blast the reputation 
of the order, as a moral and charitable institution. But, 
supposing masonry can boast of great antiquity, and of 
renowned patrons; what thent This simple fact can 
render ir, in its present state, and at the present day, 
neither the better nor the worse. An institution cannot, 
in reality, be any the more«valuab1e for being old, nor any 
the less valuable for being new. I cannot consider Louis 
XVI. any the better for being able to *' boast of a long 
line of dead ancestors," who had reigned before him, and 
his claiming the prerogative to wear the crown by *<the 
right of blood nor Napoleon Bonaparte any the worse, 
ibr having placed himself at the head of an intended dy- 
nasty. If antiquity is necessary to prove the value of an 
institution ; then the government under which we live, 
should be undervalued and cried down, merely because it 
was founded in the close of the eighteenth century ; while 
we sing the praises of the British monarchy, because it 
has existed for a thousand years. It is laboring in vain, 
therefore, and spending strength for nought, to attempt 
demonstrating the merits of Freemasonry, by proclaiming 
its antiqoity, and celebrating the nativity of a supposed 
ancient patron. It is true, the pageantry of that day may 
excite the curiosity of idle brains, and give them an itch 
to become acquainted with the " mysteries** of the order; 
but members, who become such from idle curiosity, can 
afford neither honor nor profit to a charitable and moral 
institution. 

The greatest abuse of Freemasonryj which deservea 

a 
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notice on this occasion, is, the inclination of some to 
MOULD IT INTO A SYSTEM OF RELiGioFf. All that can be 
said of masonry, and all tliat ought to be said of it, in its 
best and priuuuve state, is, that it was designed ior a 
moral and charitable institution. Thus far it may go, 
and no farther. To run it into a system of religion, is an 
outrarre upon the gospel of Christ. A man may as well 
be JL Alahoniedan, or a heathen, as adopt aiiv thing for a 
system of religion, wliich does not recogni/'^ the atone- 
ment of Christ. This is the ibundation ot the Christian s 
faith, the Christian's hope, and the Christian's salvation. 
For, ** there is none other name under heaven given 
among men, whereby we can be saved, but by Jesus 
Christ." Freemasons may be assured, therefore, that 
they cannot do their institution a greater injury, nor more 
effectually disgust and wound the feelings of a Ohriatian 
communitjf, than to frame it into a sjfsUm of reHgum. 
There Is not a Chtittian on earth but must reject and 
abandon masonry, so far as it sets ttaelf op as a system of 
religion, upon which its votaries may be induced to boild 
their hopes of forgiveness and acceptance with God. 
For, there is not a Christian on earth, but must build his 
hopes of salvation entirely upon the atonement of the 
blessed Redeemer. It would be just as consistent to 
erect the constitution of an agricultur&l society into a sys- 
tem of religion, as to erect the institution of masonry into 
a system of religion. I should consider it just as proper 
to give this sentiment, "Reiigian and agtieukure what 
God hath joined together, let not man put asunder as 
to give the sentiment which was given at a recent annK 
versary, Religion and masonry : — what God hath joined 
together, let not man put asunder."* 

Here then lies the true secret of that opposition to 
Freemasonry, which is expressed by some of our nuMit 
serious and conscientious men in society. They have 
considered masons as erecting a system of religion, in 
distinction from, and in opposition to, the religion of the 
gosftel. It mu9t be confessed, also, that they have had 
their reasons for so thinking. They have heard the re- 



* Giv^ by Rev. Geoig^ Taft, Bector of St Paulas Church, 
Favvtttckflt, R. 1.— £9. 
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peated declaration, *' Every true mason is a Christian ; 
and ever) Christian is a mason at heart. ' They have 
iitard it said, in substance, lh;it ' reIiLrif)n is masonry, and 
that masonry is religion.' They have seen, in CliaiLs 
and Monitors, prayers and other forms of religious ser- 
vice, in which neither tfic name, nor the atonement of 
Christ, is recognized. They have heard the burial ser- 
vice, as now used, which virtually pronounces the de- 
ceased in heaven, let his moral character have been what 
it might. have seen " the sprig of evergixen," an 

emblem of the immortality of the soul, cast into the grave 
hy the professed Deist, and even by those who profess to 
Uieve that man dies like the beast. They have seen 
the Bible carried in solemn procession, by the same per- 
eons ; and, considering their avowed principles and gene- 
ral eonduoty have drawn the very natural inference, This 
is soknm m&ckeri/.'* Now it most* be admitted, that, 
when serious and thinking men judge of masonry by 
what they see in these authorized and sanctioned publi- 
calioos, and by the conduct of many masons, who .are 
known to be hostile to the religion of Christ and his apos- 
tles, it is not strange that they should fear a general com- 
bination to mould the masonic institution into a religious 
system, opposed to the first principles of the oracles of 
God. That this has been the design of some leading 
mesons, who have stood high as members of the frater- 
Bily, I have not the least reason to doubt. It may be 
preeumed, however, that this is not the design of the ma- 
jority of the ''craft," and that they have received the 
Ibrms, to which I have alluded, without due considera* 
tion. But, so far as any have intended, that masonry 
•hail answer as a substitute for religion, it ought to be 
considered as the grossest abuse and perversion of its 
original design ; and should, in every laudable way, be 
reprobated by those who have pledged themselves to pre* 
serfe " the ancient iand^marks of the order." 



Digrtized by Google 



28 



OPUilOMS Olf FiLEBMASOMRT 



CITIL, SOCIAL^ AND POLITICAL INFLUENCE OF MA« 

SONRY. 

Extrad /ivm Charles P, Sumner's LOUr to Hit ^tffcik CommUiee, 

Masonic engagements, whether they arc called oaths, 
obligations or promises, ought never to be nuide. Tbey 
are not sanctioned by law« and are not obligatory. Tb»y 
make it a masonic crime to divulge that which the good 
of the community requires should not be concealed. The 
manner in which they are administered, and the matter 
of them, can hardly fail to excite disrespect for the ibf 
stitution, in the mind of the person initiated ; but their 
effect is neutralized by some charge, or address, whiek 
is immediately made by the master, inculcating okartiy,, 
benevolence and caAdor towards the whole fiimily of man- 
kind, and a cheerful obedience to the laws and magistrate* 
of the country in which we live. Masonic obligatioDS 
have no dignity when compared with precepts like these. 

It has been said that Washington in his early life was 
a mason ; but he never went further than the third de» 
gree : I believe that in his time, higher degrees were not 
conferred. It is not possible, by reading any book, to 
kqpw what were the precise terms of Washington's ma- 
sonic obligations : but any body may know that he never 
agreed to kill or be killed for all the masonry in the 
world. It in easy to divine the motives which probaUj 
induced Mm to become a mason. The Old Charge used 
in his day, when speaking of Civil Magistracy says, ft 
mason is a peaceable subject to the civil rulers, wherever 
he resides or works ; and is never to be concerned in 
plots, and conspiracifs against the peacn and welfiire of 
the nation ; nor t;chave himself unduttfully to inferior 
magistrates." ^ ^ ** If a brother should be a rebel against 
the States, he is not to be conntenanoed in his rebellion, 
however he may be pitied as an unhappy man." * * * The 
books abound with precepts of loyalty and benevolenoo. 
It was sentiments like these which induced Washington 
to become a mason ; and a respect for these sentiments 
would have induced him to withdraw his esteem i'or the 
association, had he lived until the autumn of 1826, and 
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heaid of Ihit outrage which evmees that maaonry, probt^ 
VLj io aome of its high aod recently invented degreea, 
can ioapire some of ita votariea with the groaaeat miscon- 
cepCioa of their daty to the magistracy and Jaws of their 
country I aay in some of its high degreea, lor I am con- 
vinced that neither of the three, lower dogreea irreaistibly 
require that the receiver of them should become the per- 
petrator of a crime upon himaelf or upon any one elae. 
I sty this from impreaaioaa received between twenty and 
thirty yeara ago. 

It ia probable that Morgan has been murdered. If 
there ia any thing in maaontc ties that could have induced 
masons to do thia, they ought to disregard such ties as a 
lion would diaregard a net of cobweb. It will be dis- 
graceful to the inatitation, if its members do not all do 
their utmost to bring ail the abductors of Morgan to legal 
light and legal puniahment. In no better method can 
they manifest the loyalty and benevolence which they 
continue to declare to be their characteristics. 

In our government " the whole people covenants with 
each citizen and each citizen with the whole people that 
ail shall be governed by certain laws for the common 
good." Whoever violates those laws cannot be a good 
citizen — and Ciin he he a rrnod riKi-on ? 

A masonic obliL^aiioii, it" it requires any breach of the 
law, is what no man has a right to injpose, even on a 
wiiUag rerc/rcr. It is not binding on any one who may 
be so indiscreet as to tnke it. It cannot come to jjood. 
As it is imposed in some lodges it is illegal and wicked ; 
and in lodges, v\ In re it is the leaFt roprehensible, it goes 
to swell the amount of those idle words which we roust 
one day rej^ret. 

The influence of masonry is not favorable to domestic 
happmess. It impairs a man's fondness lur the pleasures, 
which, if he does his duty, he may justly expect to find 
at inline. I once had occasion to see a man after ten 
o'clock in the evening. I called at bis hnuse; upon 
knocking at the door, I heard the words — walk in, utter- 
ed by a faint voice. I entered the room which served its 
tenants for a parlor and a kitchen. It was enlightened 
by a glimmering lamp. His wife was sitting in a rocking 
chair drawn to the hearth^ on which was a small fire 
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scarcely visible. One child was in her arms, and another' 
in a cradle, wiihin her reach, which she occasionally 
rocked. I asked her if I might at that late hour be per- 
mitted to see her husband. She replied, with a piile and 
melancholy look, " Sir, ray husband lias yet noi returned 
from the Lodge." She then in a sitting posture, bent 
forward over her child, and with a shaw! that hung loosnly 
over her shoulders she absorbed a st;utiiiir tear. At that 
very moment her husband was |ti()!):U>l\ m the Lodge 
joiniog his voice in the words of a iavonic masyuic isong— 

** We are true and sincere 
" And just to the fair.'* 

I withdrew from this maeon'e houee with pity for lus 
yoang wife and infant children, and with leeeened reepeot 
for an institution whioh could thus withhold a boaband 
and a father from the first of social duties. 

Masonry alienates the aiinds of sone men from the 
common pursuits of life, and indtnes its TotarieB to things, 
immoderate, incredible, and out of their reach. It styks 
itself but another name for Charity, but it is not modest 
like Charity ; it vaunteth itself and is pofied op. In the 
subordinate lodges it delights itself in thoee songs which 
are denominated masonic, the burden of which is, that 
masons are the greatest and the best of nran, companions 
of princes wherever they go ; that they built all the so* 
perb temples and palaces in the world ; that they are em« 
inently benevolent, and the special favorites of the fair. 
It flaunts in the robes and titles that might become the 
high stations of piety or power in the Cburt of an eastern 
prince. 

In a country, like ours, where all men stand opon a 
hvel^ and where the fields of usefulness and honor are 
open to all, it cannot be consistent with the wtsdom of a 
well regulated mind to cultivate those flowers that yield 
no fruit ; or to decorate one's self with the ornaments 
that serve to make the wearer of them no more respecta* 
ble than he would be in the plain garments suited to hts 
daily calling. 

If a mason would qualify himself to become a master 
of a lodge, he must load his memory with a mass of mat- 
ter for which the understanding has but small affinity. 



or Ub ions ok fbscmasokjly. 91 

If yoariLT nicn would (juit those scenes (ifalinost prolitless 
amusetiierit and attend witii equal assiduiiy the lectures 
on operative masonry uud architecture ; on chemistry, 
astronomy, botany, anatomy, mineralogy, agriculture or 
mechanics, which might at a small expense be hoard in 
every city, and In some villages ; they v\oul(] find more 
satisfaction to ihcir own HupJisitive minds and lose none 
of that respectable standinaf in the community which ihey 
now cnn»y. If some >'ou(ig lawyers would give tiiat por- 
tion ot Liicir time to legal and historical studies, which 
some few of Uk in throw away in investigating the self- 
asserted antiquity and universality of Freemasonry, they 
woald find themselves in hi'^her request in their profes- 
sion, masters of the Civil Law, tlic Adndraltv Law, and 
Law of Nations ; and possibly their chance would he fair 
as diplomatists, to represent their country in the presence 
of Kings. 

Masonry it said to be a tort of accomplishment suita- 
bie for a trafeller ; bat a knowledge of the language of 
ibe country he Tisits, aod of the bttsineits he goes to 
traneaGt, will set him above the necesetity of any aid or 
pleasure to be derived from masonio knowledge or ma- 
sonic ae<|oatntaBces ; and as to those who are content to 
remain in their own country, if a man will mind his own 
afiairs, and abstain from those habits of moderate drinking, 
at which the genius of masonry takes no offence, he will 
seidom need any of the pecuniary aid* that the funds of 
aiasonry can bestow. 

I have never considered masonry as having any dis- 
tinct political influence in this Commonwealth. There 
are some who seem to think differently ; and it is with 
grief that I have seen in print any insinuation that the 
administration of joslice is under masonic influence. I 
am convinced that this Is unmerited here. My observa- 
tion does not permit me to believe that such influence has 
extended to any department of government. Let masonry 
be gently divested of its borrowed plumes, but not loaded 
with that which it does not deserve to bear. 

Every man who is a mason will be frank enough to 
confetis It, and until the question is proposed to him it 
cannot be right that he should be charged with masonry 
by those who consider it a cause of reproach. Such a 
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charge made against any public functionary, may do liaro 
to the Commonwealth rather than to masonry. 

I have recently seen a paragraph which is said to have 
been printed in an oration delivered by Mr. Brainard, a 
distinguished mason, at New London in Connecticut^ on 
the 24th June, 1825. It is in these words : — 

** What is masonry now? it is povvcrliil : it compri.^es 
men of rank, wealth, office, and talent, in power and out 
of power, and that in almost every place where power is 
of any importance ; and it comprises among other classes 
of the commuhiiy, to the lowest, in large numbers, active 
men united together and capable of beincr directed by the 
eiiorts oi others, so as to have the force ot concert through- 
out the civilized world. They are distributed too with 
the means of knowing one another, and the nn ai^s oi* 
keeping sccrf t, nnd the means of co-operaiiiig in ihe tleak, 
in the legislative hall, on tije bench, in every gathering 
of business, in every party of pleasure, in every cnterprize 
of government, in every domestic circle, in peace and in 
war, among enemies and friends, in one place as well as 
another. So powerful indeed is it at this time, that it 
fears nothing from violence either public or private ; for 
it has every means to learn it in season, to eoaDtefaot, 
defeat, and punish it." 

Having seen masonry only in its three incipient steps, 
and but little or nothing of it for many years past, I am 
not able to attribute to it any such mighty sagacity and 
power as the author of that oration so boldly arrogates 
for it Every one however will judge of this, as his own 
knowledge and good sense shall dictate. If he has given 
a true description of masonry, it ought to be dreaded as 
a pestilence that walketh in darkness. We have no Po- 
lice vigilant and strong enough to cope with it. It can, 
if it pleases, throw a flood of light upon the last miserable 
scene of Morgan's life. If any part of this mystery of 
iniquity is to remain undeveloped, it must be because 
masonic obligations, have an influence more powerful 
than those of justice. If what Mr. Brainard has said be 
not true, be has done wrong to the cause he advocates, 
and must in the opinion of its friends deserve some pun- 
ishment, perhaps almost as severe as that which awaits 
a man in England who is an utterer of ftdse mws, or 
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fiise and pnimU propieeits, calcakited to gi? e na* 
fi>Qnded alarm to the people.* 

The abductioo of Morgan, which followed Boon after 
the publication of that remarkable paragraph, has excited 
perhaps a jaat belief that the existence of masonry is in« 
Goropatible with the personal security of those who reveal 
its mjrsterieB. However well or ill founded this belief 
BHj be, I hope no cause for it will long exist ; but thai 
the subordinate Lodges will upon due consideration, sur- 
render their charters to the Grand Lodge, and close this 
great concern, which some pretend has been going on, 
(quietly till now,) ever since the days of Adam. Masonry 
will thus subside and come to a peaceful and honorable 
death. In no better wrj can masons display the respect 
and benerolence which they feel fur their uninitiated 
brethren of the human family, than by voluntarily walk* 
ing with them on the common level of citizenship. 



MASONRY PRODUCTIVE QF NO PERMANENT MORAL 

GOOD. 

Exiraettd from terUings of Rev. Jokn G. Btearm.\ 

If masonry be wlia.t it professes, its direct tendency 
roust be to nourish tiie [)iety of the heart and the graces 
of the divine Spirit. Does it have such a tendency 1 
Are those Christians who devote themselves to masonry, 
and have made the greatest advances, and even searched 
all its njysteries, any more wise, godly, and useful, than 
raany others who have no knowledge of masonry? I will 
leave facts to speak lur themselves, and niy readers to 
judge for themselves, and 1 presume ihey wiii agree, that 



* 4 Vol. Blackstone's Commentaries, p. 149. 

t Mr. Stearns's Volume, eniiikd " An Inquiry into the Nature 
and Tendency of Speculative Frecuiasonry," U one cf the ablest 
prodnctions which has appeared on the subject. Its service to the 

eause of Anti-masonry, hn<? pi olciMy been greater than that of any 
work of the kind. Five editions have already been published. — Ed. 
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such Christians often appear to possess the least of the 

humble sjjirit of the Saviour. 

li it be the tendency of masonry to gratify and comfort 
the pious heart, and promote its spiritual growth, why do 
so many godly {iieiiibers of the fraternity forsake it and 
proclaim its leanness? Tlie reason Mr Bradley gives is, 
other important callings occupy their atteDiioii and ren- 
der it inconsistent tor tliein to attend the incetinirs of the 
lodges. This may be true in sotne cases, but not in all ; 
nor does it answer the objection he has anticipated. The 
objeciiuii is, ** Why do many good men who once attend- 
ed me lodges, now neglect them?" Many L^nod men do 
forsake the lodges, not, however, because of other pres- 
sing calls, but because masonry does not satisfy them. 
There are many devout, praving, living Christians, orna- 
ments to the cause, and h^rhts in the world, who have 
utterly abandoned the pursuits of masonry, and on their 
di ;ith beds, have refused its funeral honors. Mr. B.* 
niusL iiave known this. Why has he passed it in silence? 

If masonry possesses those excellences which masoruc 
writers ascribe to it, why do not those men, when they 
forsake masonic lodges, forsake the church, the bible, and 
the cause of Christ? Why do they forsake masonry for 
Clii isti uiity ? If they forsook Chrrstiamiy too, the tiling 
ctiuid be reconciled. But that thev should still manifest 
a more derout attachment to it, and an increasing relish 
for its requirements, while they lose their relish for ma- 
sonry — and view ji as wanting the one thing needful — as 
possessing nothing which nourishes the piety of the heart, 
and as inconsistent with the Christian profession ; are 
things altogether unaccountable on any other ground, 
than that masonry is not of God, nor what it pretends to 
be. This objection can never be raised against Christi- 
anity. It never has been said, and never can be saiirl, in 
truth, that good men utterly forsake it for something else, 
and remain good men, and even better than they were 
before. 

The man who forsaket Christianity, forsakes God, his 
doty, and the path to heaven, or any thing else wbieh 



* Mr. B., ttioce the publication of his work, has renounced ma- 
ionry.-*£D. 
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rendered them more useful is the world. For men to 
forsake masonry because they are disgusted with it, and 
find something more excellent in the Bible, is very differ- 
eot from what it is to forsake it because they are crowd- 
«i with other important callingn. The latter may some- 
times be the case, the former is ofien the case ; and is an 
open ftTowal of the emptiDess of masonry, and of its utter 
insuificieDcj to satisfy a pious mind. 

What support does masonry aflbrd the people of God 1 
They are favored with di?iae support, but whence is it 
derived t "I will pray the Father/' said Jesos^ ** aod 
he shall give you another coraforteri that he may abide 
with yoii for ever, even the Spirit of truth." This Spirit 
b the only source of consolation to the afflicted people of 
God. Take this away and there is nothing to sustain 
them in the trials of life. Will any person say that this 
Spirit, the comforter of saints, belongs to masonry t 
What a poor system of religion is that whieh has in it no 
Holy Spirit ! What is there here to encourage and sup« 
port the children of the Saviour, as they pass through 
great tribulation to the kingdom ? 

Masonry may afford momentary consolation to a phari^ 
sse, or hypocrite, who builds his hope on his own right* 
•ousaess ; but the man who rests his hopes on the merits 
of Christ crucified, thirsts for something to sustain his 
heiurt, far superior to a comfortless system, in which there 
is no Holy Ghost. If there be something in masonry 
which Qod has designed as a peculiar support for hispeo^ 
pie, masons will be found guilty for locking it up as a 
secret. Why may not all cJasses, and both sexes, be ad- 
mitted to it on God's terms, *' without money and wttb^ 
out price ?" The fact is, there is nothing in masonry 
which a suffering or a dying man needs ; he may endure 
afflictions, live to the glory of hi- Maker, and die in com- 
plete triunph, without the aid, aod without the hopes of 
masonry. 

When a man is called to die, it is the most awful, the 
most important period of his existence t Then he needs 
eooeoiation ; then he needs something to sustain his sink- 
ing spirit, and to scatter light on his dark path. What 
wiJi become of a poor deluded creature, when called to 
die with no better iiope than that which is inspired by a 
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religion in which there is no sanctitying Spirit of God, 
and which expunges iroui it the very name of ** our Lord 
Jesus Christ?" On what rock will he then stand ? The 
splendid edifice he has long labored to rear, will fall upon 
his own head, and bury him beneath its ruins. I would 
say to such an one, unless you possess a righteousness far 
superior to that which is derived from masonry, you must 
be damned. You must be justified by the righteousness 
of '* our Lord Jesus Clirist," or perish in your sins. 

Kiss the Son lest he be angry, and ye perish from the 
way when his wrath is kindled but a little. Blessed are 
all they who put their trust in him." 

According to masonic writers, if masonry were univer- 
sally known, it would destroy the institution. " Were the 
privileges of masonry to be indiscriminately bestowed, the 
design of the institation would be sttbrerted." ** Were 
these secrets commanieated, they would . of no materia] 
service to. mankind; their appropriate Use is to distin- 
guish oar brethren of every nation, and kindred, and lan» 
guage." Are there no other secrets in masonry, than 
those particular signs, by which masons distinguish each 
other ? What are the degrjees and ceremonies in eaehT 
They are as profoundly secret to the world as tiiose 
signs are. If these were communicated to the world, the 
institation would be subverted, and mankind woald re* 
oeive no benefit from them. 

What does Mr. Town say of the degrees, espectailj ef 
the sixth T With these views the sixth degree is oon«> 
ferred, where the riches of divine graoe are opened in 
boundless prospect." The manner in which the riches 
of divine grace are thus unfolded, is a secret to all bat 
masons, as much as any particular sign is, Woald it ba 
of no particular service to mankind, were they permitted 
to draw near and behold the riches of divine grece opeo^ 
ed before them in boundless prospect t Is this of any 
aervice to masons ? Why not of equal service to others t 

According to Mr. Bradley, the secrets of masonry are 
designed to prevent their bestowing charity on any but 
masons. " The importance of secrecy with us is suohy 
that we may not be deceived in the dispensing of oar 
charities, that we may not be betrayed in the tendernees 
of our beeevolence, or that others usurp the portion whiob 
is prepared for those of our family." If a poor suflTerer 



Digitized by Google 



OPIMuNS ON FREEMASONRf. 



S7 



makes application to masons, tells them be is a mason and 
entitled to their charity, had he no token to give by which 
thej should recognize him, they might be deceived and 
betrayed, and bestow their charity on one for whom it 
was not designed. This shows that masonry is a system 
of supreme selfishness, and its pretended beneTolence tl^e 
bare lo?e of party. 
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FREEMASONRY A SYSTEM FRAUGHT WITH DECEP. 
TJlUN AND DETKIMENTAL TO HUMAN HAPPlX!j£SS. 

EaUract from LeUers of Rev. Joshua Bradley, a Seceding Ma»on< 

This will appear, without any veil to cover its enormity 
of crime, if you will condescend to examine critically the 
constitution, by-laws, amendments, resolutions, and trans- 
actions of the fraternity, since it was established in 
America. Let antecedent ages roll, burdened with all 
kinds of traditions, idolatry and superstition, from which 
speculative masonic writers and the devotees of the craft 
have picked here and there an atom, which being melted 
in their flamintr iinairmations, and brought forth among \ 
Btoncciilters ; they have clothed it, and denominated this 
mere creature of fancy, Speculative Freemasonry. 
Under this name, many of the fraternity in Europe have 
conjured up more than 50 degrees, and conferred titles 
upon certain members, taken from all the crowned heads 
amidst the vast kingdom that have flourished around the 
globe since Japheth dwelt in the tents of Shem. Restless 
as tlie ocean and proud as Lucifer, they have multiplied 
degrees and flattered their brethren to obtain them. 
When they had taken three degrees they were greeted as 
having obtained great intbrmation in masonry, and were 
told that " the ancient landmarks of the order were in- 
trusted to their cure." They are now called Master 
Masons. Wlien individuals have passed the Arch, and 
obtained the knowledge of a certain mysterious hug, and 
hare been intrusted k)w to open and close a chapter, 
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they are pronounced wise, virtuous and highly favored 
among mortals. A few words of the charge given to a 
companion, will contimi my assertion and show the impo> 
sitionof masonry, for it abounds in every degree: 

" Worthy companion, you are now exalted to the 
sublime and honorable di L^rtc, of a Royal Arch mason. 
Having attained this degree, you have arrived at the 
summit and perfection of ancient masonry." 

Is this true ? Why th^^n are the iiigher degrees called 
ancient? Why is the 14Lli degree called Ferfextionl 
I beseech you candidly to oxamine into tlie nature and 
existence ol all their multiplied forms of deception, their 
obscure interpretations, charters, dij)lomavS, dues, con- 
tinuance of membership, dresses and implements, &:,c. 
&c., and seriously iiu^uire what all these labors, cunsunip- 
lion of time and property, have buif filed millions who 
have been connected with the order in all its mutations 
and progress amid civilized nations? A few well organ- 
ized churches of Christ have done rnnre in instructing 
the igrioriifit, in coinlbrting the sick, in feeding the 
hungry, in clothing the naked, and | roc I aiming glad 
tidings to mankind, than tlic whole hosts of nuisons have 
done arpund liie globe, since the commencement ui their 
existence. 

Masonry in every country has been changing its posi- 
tions, constitutions, obligations and lectures, and mutlling 
itself in fine robes, smiling and courting certain virtuous 
characters to form an affinity with it, that others might think 
favorably of it, and in this way aid in opening wider its 
jaws to the innocent, and proclaim abroad that the great, 
the learned &nd the good were members of this " ancient 
and honorable fraternity of Free and Accepted Masons/' 
Here permit me to say, withoat fear of contradiction^ that 
those great and good mep, of whom masons are contiii-> 
ually boasting, never concerned themselves about its 
financial affairs and intriguing management. Those 
great men occasionally visited a Grand Lodge or a Grand 
Chapter, heard an oration on masonry, and then retired 
and left the transactions of the fraternity to others.-^ 
Why is this ? Because these gentlemen have other avo- 
cations, more honorable Co themselves and more important 
to their fellow men, than to spend their time or inter- 
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meddle any longer with the belittling system of masonry. 
These gentlemen in their younger years may have been 
masters of lod^jfis, or hiirh priests of chapters ; but they 
are no more tascinated \\ iili the low, foolish and degraded 
work ofbrinrr'in^ abont of ca»uii«iutes, tSoc. &.C. As many 
may be ofletidcd at niy renonncin^j masonry, and my 
plainness in staling my conviction of its fallacy, I bei( 
leave to say, that the whole system, so far as 1 can trace 
it back, is deceptive and its members who frequent lodges 
aiitl cliapters become discordant and contentious — tor 
they find nothing in masonry to render them iiappy, ami 
they see many tilings wrong and find many individuals 
with whom tli( y cannot hold fellowship, or even walk in 
procession ai ilie solemnities of a funeral. 

At present 1 will only plance at the fraternity in Amer- 
ica. Enough has taken place in our own country, if 
raitably laid before the public, that would make all men 
gaze with astonishment, who were not twice dead and 
buried beneath the lumber of traditions, gathered from thp 
antediluvians and a thousand wayward transgressors of 
God's holy law. 

The first Grand Lodge in America was formed in 
Boston in July, 17t^3, and received its charter from Eng- 
land. A war aipong these brothers in Boston and in 
England soon commenced, and a second Grand Lodge 
was formed in Boston in December, 1769, and received 
its charters from Scotland. Here conten tion reigned, and 
calumny blowed bud her trumpet through every street. 
In September, 1781, a Grand Lodge was formed in the 
city of New- York, having received its warrant from the 
Duke of Athol. Only six years after the date of their 
warrant, the masters and wardens of the several lodges 
met; having been duly notified, closed their lodge 5tJie 
dite, and then formed a Grand I^dge, independent of the 
Duke of Athol, and paid him no more tribute. Here all 
their former obligations were considered void and new 
ones formed to support the laws and the regulations of 
the Grand Lodge of the state of New- York. From those 
days till the present, animosities, fraud, evil speaking* 
conventions called, divisions made, and every kind of 
malevolence and even the murder *bf Morgan justified, 
and desperadoes supported from masonic funds to unite ^ 
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and publish defamation against the rulers of our na tion 
and Lhe liiiiiistcrs of Jcbus, wliu::e cliaracters are idir 
amonjr the churches, and their preaching attended hj 
the iiiiluences of the Holy Spirit to the salvation of bouls. 
Now, my brethren, if you do not believe me, read for 
yourselves. Find, if you can, one single chapter or verse 
in the sacred scriptures, where speculative masonry is 
mentioned, or supported. All those passages which have 
been published in their books, and their having the Bible 
open in their lodges, is a piece of deception, and was 
invented to obtain influence among the more serious parts 
of community, that not only the men of the worlds but 
members of churches might be taken by the craft; 
the fountains of justice defiled, the temple of the I'mug 
Qod filled with confusion, the pillars of government tom 
away, and " the whole wheel of nature set in a blaze." 

Every mason who has taken ten degrees or more, can 
either recollect, or can turn to obligations published in 
part belonging to those degrees, and can easily discera^ 
that those obligations have been formed by diflferent men, 
at different tiroes ; and by men extremely ignorant of the 
obligations taken in the lower degrees and are wicked 
beyond the power of language to describe. In these 
obligations one destroys the other, and therefore it is very 
dear to me, that no set of men in any age, or country in 
one assembly at the same time ever formed these prepos- 
terous and ever varying obligations* And I know, and 
so do many in the fraternity, that these obligations ate 
very much abridged in some States, and augmented in 
others, even in our own country. In New-England* 
where masonry has been in some degree systematized, a 
general accordance prevails in administering the obligv 
ttons; but pass those States, and a scene of confusioB, 
contradiction aqd discordant modes of work in lodges 
and chapters abound from the lakes of Canada to the 
gulf of Meaico. Yet all the candidates are told, through 
this vast range of country, that no more is imposed upon 
them, through ail the humiliating conditions in which 
they are placed, than was imposed upon our ancient and 
honorable brethren, who were made masons before us. 
Here deception reigns, and the candidate is taught to 
believe what he afterwfurds finds by travelling, or cofr* 
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versing with masons from other Stales and countries, a 
falsehood. If these assertions be not credited, let a 
Master Mason converse with a French Mason, or visit one 
of tfieir lodges and see them work ; or a Royal Arcii 
Mason visit any city in Pennsylvanid, Kentucky, Tennes- 
see or Missouri, and hear the oblijrations and see their 
mode of work. I could here show the vast ditference 
that exists, but I shall not at this time write on this point; 
thoui:!! f do not value those obligations that I have taken 
of any ctHcacy to me, or that I outjht to obey them; for I 
am fullv convinced that all nidsumc auliiurUiea are vviLii- 
out any reasonable foundation. 

In my first, or this communication, I have not sought 
to argue upon the absurdity of secret societies ; for this 
lias been ably enough done by Anti-masons in many 
papers, and especially by the Elucidator of Utica, to con- 
finee any indiridual who is anxious to obtain satisfaction 
opon this subject. My design has been to state fairly, 
ray connexions and conclusions about masonry. Far be 
it from me, to wish to kindle up any indignant feelings 
against an individual member of any Lodge, Chapter, 
Encampment or any body called Masonic ; but to let the 
public know my present views of those systems ; for 
they are many/' and invented at different periods, and 
Ibr varbu s purposes, and so blinded that it is not a very 
easy task to seize all their ramifications and hold them up 
to wither under the sunbeams of truth. Neither do I 
Biean to cast any reflections upon those who conferred 
degrees upon me, nor charge myself with sins unpardon* 
able, in being instrumental in deceiving many ; for I was 
captivated with the same fascinating delusion, that those 
were who brought me to their altars, d&c. d&c. If I were 
now to ballot for candidates, and aid in conferring 
degrees, as I formerly did, my criminality would be 
great. In those labors I firmly believe I shall never 
engage. And can you, my brethren, who enjoy the 
humble and soul nourishing influences of the Spirit of 
Christ! Can those lifeless ceremonies and repetitions 
which we used in lodges and chapters afford you any real 
consolation ? Are you still tenaciously fond of masonry, 
titer all ttifat has transpired, that has been said and 
written upon this subject 1 What can you expect to ao 
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complish by continuing jour membership X The alarm is 
given, inyesligation has commenced, and more than five 
millions have been roused from lethargy, who will not be 
persuaded to lie down and sleep, while about two thousaad 
masonic halls enclose secret assemblies, (at least one per 
month,) who dare not niter their transactioiis to tiieir 
jnest intiraate companions and friends wbo bekmg not to 
the fraternity t Can yon enjoy religion, and feel the 
sanctifying influences of grace, while yon are daily con^ 
tending &r the existence of an institution that hfts 
received its death blow, and most inevitably expire! 
Perhaps yon fear the consequences, and are unwilling to 
encounter the calumnies and falsehoods that masonic 
presses pour out in torrents upon all who dare leave the 
order t This you may expect, for none hare escaped who 
.were influential among them. Had I not been willing to 
have my name cast out as evil and to have all kinds of 
falsehoods pablisbed against me, and even expose myself 
to frowns, jests, and as much contemptuous treatment at 
these giants in infidelity can raise against me through all 
the ranks of their beardless militia, I would have held my 
peace. 

But, my brethren, what have we professed and what 
are our obligations to Gud, his church, and the world of 
mankind? Is this vain world a friend ta grace t We 
most pass through evil report and good report. It is 
through great tribulation that we enter the kingdom of . 
heaven. Shall the righteous cower and forsake the cause 
of God in an evil day 1 Is it not said in the book of 
God, that they " look op and are as bold as a lion " ? 
" Say ye to the righteous, that it shall be well with him." 
Head Uie 8th chapter of Romans, and then ask yourselves 
if you can fear the frowns, threats, and contempt of mor- 
tais 1 A lying i^irit is abroad ^ and speaks through all 
masonic presses, and this spirit inflames all who hale the 
truth, and will make them wax worse and worse, till 
sodden destruction shall overwhelm these workers of 
iniquity, to the astonishment of every beholder. Then 
masonry will rise no more to trouble Zion, and spread 
delusion and death amid civilized nations* 
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THE T£NDEJNCV OF FREEMASO^E)^ TO il^FlDEElTY. 

Ej.Lract from TiiiO-hcr's Ldters to a brother in the Church. 

You inquire " wijat evidence I have, that masonry 
leads directly to infide lity ?" and, it " it is pretended that 
masonry and the system of illuminism arc rimtiially coup- 
led together t" If you had said sy^^trms of illuniinism, I 
think von would have iriven a more just representation of 
the subject, liiuminisfii, I conceive to be one; but its 
st/5te77is are mcmjf. Ilhiminism is a popular name for In- 
fidel Philosophy, corrij)rising all its doctrines, and shades 
of doctrine, from Deism, to Atheism and complete skep- 
ticism. The systems of this philusopiiy are exceeciingly 
various, and so artfully eiilicr contrived or adopted^ as to 
** deceive, if it were possible, the very elect.'* I speak 
of systems belonging to illummism, as either contrived or 
afloptcd ; because tliis infidel philosophy has indeed cott" 
trived some, and adopted others, already lilted for its re- 
ception. Of some of these systems you have given the 
names ; as, the "Society of Carbonari" in Germany, the 
" United Irishmen," and the " Ribbon-men," in Ireland, 
&c. You justly observe, that ** distinctions like these 
are of little consequence, where one grand object is in 
view." Yet, I tliink, you have fallen into a mistake, and 
confounded the si/stcms of illuminism with illuniiiiism 
itself. Illumiiiisni, I grant, is the same, in every place, 
and in every country; whether it is called " FlHlusuphy," 
** Reason," Liberty and Equality," or ** Infidelity." Its 
systems^ however, arc not only as various, but as distinct 
as its names ; and exactly adapted to answer its own pur- 
poses, though suited to the different temperaments, man- 
ners and habits of different nations. By systems, I here 
mean, those different combinations and societies, organ- 
ized and governed in very different ways, professing to 
promote entirely different objects ; but wboie grand and 
ultimate design has aboays cerUred in infidelity. Now, I 
askf What •yalem was adopted by &e illuniinees of 
France, in order to crush the Wretch," and to aeeom* 
plish their designs against religion and government t To 
trace all their plans, and develope all their schemea of 
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wic]{rt]iicss, would rrtjuire more time, talonts and learn- 
ing, than can be comrnuoded by me, or pcrbans by you. 
The following, however, are annong some of the measures 
which they adopted : To hold secret corref^pondence, to 
circitlafp infidel tracts, control and corrupt the |)ress, and 
to supcrintfnd tlie instruction of children and youth. 
Some of tlicir bolder steps, were, to publiah their Ency- 
clopedia, seize upon tlie Royal Arnflemy, and hrin^ it 
entirely under their corrupting mtiueuce ; and to instil 
the poison of infidelity into cverv [>rimary and public 
seminary of leiriDiifj. In addition to these measures, 
they sought, and even obtained, tlie keys of the public 
treasury ; carried their intrigue into the court and coun- 
cil of the king, and contrived to fill the most important 
offices with their own adepts. Now, it could nf)t be ex- 
pected, that surJf mrn^ capable of devising and pursuing 
such mra^urcSf would suffer such an institution as the 
masonic to escape either their notice or their influence. 
Accordinsriy we are assured, by Professor Robison,* the 
Abbe Barruel, and others, upon the best authority, that 
the three degrees of masonry were no sooner transplanted 
from England to France, than the instmninn was seized 
upon both i>y the Jesuits and the lllurnitie«."s. The lirst 
soon relinquished their hold, and then endeavored tO 
crush the institution ; the others held on, and moulded 
it into just such a shape as would best answer their de- 
signs. They contrived additional degrees ; such as have 
eince been adopted, and are now in use in the United 
States. They introduced new, and additional ornaments, 
in dress and jewelry, to please the fancy^ and to excite 
the curiosity of *• the profane/' In short, they found, in 
Freemasonry, the very engine, which they had long desir- 
ed ; and it [»roved just such a system, as answered their 
highest and most sanguine expectations. It is true, they 
eventually formed distinct, and what have been called, 
"Illuminated Lodges;" hot they still kept their hold 
upon the mother institution. 



* John lloblson, LL. D. Professor of Natural Philosophy in Kd* 
inhur^ University ; member of the American Philosophical Society ; 
and of tlie Roynl Society at Manc-Iiesfcr ; and foreifrn member of the 
Imperial academy of Scieaces at St. Petersburg. — Eo, 
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Here then, it appeanii that the illumtiiees'*' did not 

personate'* Freemasonry, but adopted it, as a system al* 
ready fitted to their hand, which they could mould and 
use at pleasure, to carry into execution their schemes of 
infidelity. This view of the subject corresponds precisely 
with Professor Robison's account of the institution, and 
the manner in which it was moulded and adapted to the 
designs of French infidelity. The Professor shows, sat- 
isfactorily, that Freemasonry originated in Erighuul ; tluit 
it existed there, only in the three first degrcrs : and that 
it was not considered of any serious importance, but 
merely as a kiiul of diversion for young men, affording 
them opporinnily to pass away a leisure hour, or to in- 
dulge themselves in occasional convivial intercourse. — 
That I have not mistaken the views of Dr. Rnhi^on, on 
this subject, 1 think will clearly appear in the tollowing 
extracts ; — " In my early life," says tins learned and saga- 
cious Professor, " 1 had taken some part in the occupations 
(shall I call them) of Freemasonry : and having chiefly 
frequented the lodges on the continent, I had learned 
many doctrines, and seen many ceremonials, which had 
Do place in t/ic simple tVer masonry which ohimn^ in this 
country.^* [England ] " 1 had also remarked, that the 
whole was much more the object of reflection arn] tliought. 
than I could remember it to have been among my ac- 
quaintances at home. There I had seen a mason lodge 
considered mereh/ as a pretext for passitiir an hour or. 
two in a sort af decent conviviaiUy ^ not altogether void 
of some rational occupation." [Introduction to Proofs of 
Conspiracy, p. 7.] 

*' I was importuned by persons of the first rank to pur- 
sue my masonic career through many degrees unknown 
in |his country. But all the splendor and cleguncc I 
saw, could not conceal a frivolity in every part It ap- 
peared a baseless fabric.** [Ibid, p. 8.] 

Speaking of the attention with which be was treated, 
ata certain febiival, v.iiere "the simple yysUMn" of Eng- 
lish Freemasonry prevailed, iie says, " I do not suppose 



• The Illuminees, as individuals, were very numerous, long before 
the ** Order or Ijlluminati," properly so called, had an txm^ 
eiic«. 
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that the Parisian Freemasonry of forty-five degrees could 
give me more entertainment." [Ibid, p. 10.] 

Of the oriiriii of this system of Freemasonry, tlie Pro- 
fessor renrdrks, ** Sume curiosity, liowever, remiiined, and 
some wish to trace this pldstic mtfstery to the pit from 
which tlie chiy had hrcn dug, which had been moulded 
into so nianv shape*>, * some to houor, and some to dis- 
honor.' " flhid, p. 10.] 

**1 was lie([M('ntly sent hack into England, /ro/zi whence 
all aifreed (luft Fvediuiiianrfj had been imported into Ger^ 
many. 1 was fiequenlly led into France and into Italy, 
There, and more remarkably in France, 1 found that the 
lodges had hiiew the haunts ui niauy projectors and fa- 
natics, lioth in science, in relii,non, and in politics, who 
had availed tliemselves of the secrecy and the Ireedom of 
speech maintained in these jneetings, to broach tlieir par- 
ticular whims, or suspicious doctrines, whicli, if published 
to the world in the usual manner, would have exposed the 
authors to ridicid(i or to censure ' [Ibid, pp. II, 12.] 

•* In their hands, Freemasonry became a thing totally 
unlike to the system (if it may get such a name) imported 
from England ; and some lodges had become schools of 
irieligion and IteAotioiisness-" [Ibid.] 

** It [Freemasonry] seems indeed peculiarly suited to 
the talents and tast^ of that vain and . ardent people [the 
French.] Btueless.dind frivolous, it admits of every form 
that Gallic refinement can invent, to recommend it to the 
young, the gay, the luxurious; that part of society which 
alone deserves their care, because in one w ay or another 
it leads all other classes of society." [lhid» p. 13.] 

"ft has accordingly happened, ih^t the komeltf JF)re^ 
masonry imported from England has been totaUy changed 
in every country of Europe, either by the imposing aseen* 
dency of French brethren, who are to be found every 
where, ready to instruct the world ; or by the importatioa 
of the doctrines, and ceremonies, and ornaments of the 
Parisian lodges. Even England, the hirik^plaee of ma* 
sonry, has experienced the French innovations ; and all 
the repeatied injunctions, admonitions, and reproofs of the 
old lodges, cannot prevent those in different parts of the 
kingdom from admitting the French novelties, full of tin- 
sel and glitter, and high sounding titles." [Ibid.] 
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The French innovations in Freemasonry were quickly 
followed in all parts of Europe, by the admission of si mi- 
lar discussions^ although in direct opposition to a standing 
rnle^and declaration made to every newly received Brother^ 
' that nothing touching the religion or government Bhall 
ever be spoken of in the lodge.' But the lodges in 
other countries followed the example of France, and have 
frequently become the rendezvous of innovators in religion 
and politics, and other disturbers of the pubiic peace. In 
short, I have found that the covert of a masonic lodge 
had been employed in every country, for venting and pro* 
pagating sentiments in religion and politics, that could 
not have circulated in public without exposing the author 
to great danger. I found that this impunity had gradual- 
ly encouraged men of licentious principles to become more 
bold, and to teach doctrines subversive of all our notions 
of morality — of all our confidence in the moral govern- 
ment of the universe-^of all our hopes of improvement in 
a future state of existence — and of all satisfaction and con- 
tentment with our present life, so long as we live in a 
state of subordination. I have been able to trace these 
attempts, made, through a course of fifty %jear^^ under the 
specious pretext of enlightening the world by the torch of 
philosophy, and of dispelling the clouds of civil and re- 
ligious superstition, which keep the nations of Europe in 
darkness and slavery. I have observed these doctrines 
gradually diffusing and mixing with all the dijfn-mt sys- 
terns of Freemasonry ; till, at last, an AbsoriATioN has 
BEKNFORMED* for tlie Gxpress purposfi of hooti^xg uwy all 

THE RELIGIOUS ESTABUSHMKN I S, AND UVKRTIJRMNG ALL 
THB KXISTIi\(; GOVKI'NMENTS OPEMRtU'E." [Ibid, p. 14.] 

**Tn short," says Professor Robison, " we may assert, 
with conti'lence, that tlie mnson lodges in France wpre 
the hot-beds, whorn the seeds wrre sown, and tenderly 
reared, of all the pernicious docirines which soon after 
choaked every moral and religious cultivation, and have 
made the Society worse than a waste, have made it a noi- 
some marsh of human corruption, filled with every rank 
and poisonous weed." [Proofs of Conspiracy, p. 45.] 

In allusion to Freemasonry having originated in Eug- 
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land, and the maimer in which it was received in other 
eountrieSy he Bays, *'Thus did the fraternity conduct 
tfacmselvea, and thus were they considered by the public, 
when it was carried over from England to the continent 9 
and here it is to be particularly remarked, that all our 
Brethren abroad prof ess to have received the MysUrtf of 
JPreemasonry from Britain, [ibid, p. 20.] 

Having spoken of the additional Degrees, contrived 
and attached by the French, to the three first, which 
originated in England, the Professor continues — " These 
facts and observations fully account for the zeal with 
which all this {)rtch-\vork addition to the simple Freema- 
sonry of Engl nicl was prosecuted in France. It surprises 
Triton?, who are accustomed to consider the whole 
as a matter of amusement for younrr men, who are glad of 
any pretext for indulging in conviviality." [Ibid, p. 37.] 

Of the German lodues, he says, ** Ail of them received 
their institution from England, and had patents from a 
mother IndfTe in London. Ail seem to have got the 
mystery through the same channel, the banished friends 
of the Stuart family.** — " Freemasonry was then of the 
simplest form, consintinir of the three degrees of Appreti/^ 
iicc, Fdloir-craft , and Master." [Ibid, p. 54.] 

Again, he says, that the FrencR, who undertook to 
improve the Germans, declared " that the honu -spua 
Freemasonry, which had been imi)nrted from England, 
was fit only for the unpolished miuds of the British ; but 
that in France it had grown into an elegant system, fit for 
the profession of gentlemen," [Ibid, p. 58.] The Ger- 
mans, however, not bein:::: altofrelher so credulous as the 
French desired, stood in doubt of such ifinovation?:, and 
thought th.u ilie safest thing for them was an a5)[)eal to 
the birth-place of masonry. They sent to Eondorf for 
instructions. There they learned, that notliing was ac- 
knowledged for genuine unsophisticated masonry hut 
three decrees; and that the mother lodge of London alone 
could, by her instructions, prevent the most dangerous 
schisms and innovalions." [Ibid, p. 59.] 

In view of these copious extracts from Professor Robi- 
son, it is ea:*y to see, that Great Britain wa.s, indeed, ** the 
birth-place of Freemasonry that it existed there nnhf in 
the three first degrees / that it has been moulded lalu vu- 
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rioas shapes and systems ; that it was exactly fitted for an 
engine of infidel philoeophy, particularly as new modelled 
and omanented by the French ; and that it was ased for 
the Fery purpose of fostering infidelity, for at Jeast fifty 
years'* before the "Order of llluminati" had an exist- 
ence, and literally became the harbinger of this atheis- 
tical and revolutionizing association. It seems, therefore, 
that instead of this new system being disowned, and de- 
nied fellowship by the masons, and the lodges being 

dosed, as if to exclude the dangerons innovater the 
system of Freemasonry ^became the real mother of Illu- 
minism, and the " Order of llluminati " was the legiti- 
mate child of the Freemason's lodge. It does seem " that 
the mason lodges were the hot-btds^ where the seeds were 
wm and tenderly reared of all the pernicious doctrines 
which soon after ehoaked every moral or religious cnUioa* 
lioii, and have made the society worse than a waste, have 
made it a noisome marsh of hnman corruption, filled with 
every rank and poisonous weed" 

Such, 10 some of the evidence, that Freemasonry has 
led directly to infidelity in Europe ; and I purpose now 
to show, that it has an equally dangerous tendency in this 
country. 

We cannot suppose, that so large and fair a portion of 
the earth as America, should be entirely free from the 
machinations of infidelity ; nor have we any reason to 
believe, that such an extensive and opulent society as the 
Masonic fi-aternity have arisen to be in this country, would 
be overlooked by the eagle eyes of the llluminati. There 
is no society on earth, in which infidelity can remain 
more efiectually concealed, and more effectually carry on 
its secret operations. It is convenient for illuminism to 
hav% its own societies, whose avowed object y every one 
Icnows, is, to propagate its own doctrines. But, it is still 
more convenient to employ societies, professedly devoted 
to other objects ; hncause, in these, it can more easily 
''conceal the hand that gives the blow.*' That societies 
of the first kind, which I have mentioned, exist in this 
country, there can be no reasonable doubt. The society 
of United Irishmen," was formed in the United States, 
years aga. Beside this, there hnve existed lodges, in sev- 
eral sections of the country, which originated from the 
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" Grand Orient of Paris." We may doubtless add^ 
"The Society of Odd Fellows." 

Now, if Frc'Mcli liuidelity has gained such a luoting, 
and been uf so loiiir t^tanding, in this couutry ; what evi- 
dence can we have, ihat our lodges, chapters and en- 
campments are (ree iVoni its intluence ? There arc cer- 
tainly veri/ maiDj leading masons, of hi^h standing, in 
this country, who are Deists ; and I liave personally 
known several, who were not ashamed to avow their athe- 
ism. Besides, it is beyond all dispute, that many of the 
higher degrees of masonry, as practised in this country, 
were imported directly from France. Masons will not 
admit that these degrees were manufactured in thin couii* 
try ; and they certainly did not originate in England. In 
1730, there were but three degreu of masonry known, 
either in England or in America. In 1799, the British 
Parliament passed an act,"^ prohibiting any more than 
three degrees being given in that kingdom. English gen- 
tlemen, who took any higher degrees than the three first, 
recei?ed them on the continent. When, therefore, we * 
consider, that the masonic institution, in thb country, 
embraces from three to forty, forty five, or forty eight de- 
grees, (some say more,) and that the most of these de- 
grees were imported from infidel France ; we cannot reo- 
sonably doubt for a moment, that illuminism exists, to a 
very great extent, in this institution, even in the United 
States. Accordingly, this fact was testified, on the best 
authority, years ago. A letter from a man of the first 
respectability in New England, written in 1798, say*, . 
Mlluminism exists in this country. And the impious 
mockery of the sacramental supper, as described by Mr« 
Robison, has been acted here.' The writer proceeds to 
state, that his informant, a respectable mason, and a prin* 
cipal officer of that brotherhood, declares, that among the 
hi;^her orders of masons in t])is country, this piece of 
illuminism (the mockery of the holy supper) is at times 
practised." [See Smith on the Prophecies, 2d ed. p. 176.] 

Since making the above extract, I have received a 
letter from the author of that celebrated dissertation, 
which, being a little more circumstantial, and giving cer- 



* George III. 1799. 
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teiD aathorities which I do not find in the work, I here 
insert in full 

Hanovjcr» MAas. Jun£ 29, 1829. 

Hev. and J)ear Sirt 
Your letter is before me ; and I retam an answer by transmitting 

to you the following; cxinicts from i!ie second edition of my Disser- 
tation on the Pr ophecic!?, puhli'-in 'I 15 years ago. Pi t >i(!( nt 
•Dwii^ht, in ITiiS, wrote fhiif, ' i lluiiiii:i-^ui exi'*ts in this counuy ; aiid 
the iiupioud mockery ol tiie sacrarm.*nt, descnbed by liobi.suii, lias 
been acted here.' Again : ' Under these circumsfance^, (>'^ys Dr. 
Dwight,) were (bunded the societies of Illuininism.* They ot course 
spread with a rapidity which nothiri?^ but fiict could have induced 
any sober mind to believe. lUfore ihe year ITSG, thoy were csiiib- 
Ibhod, in great numbers, through Germany, Sweden, i\us^i.», I'olaiid, 
Austria, Holland, France, Switzerland, Italy, England, Scotland, and 
^XnM^a.' — In all these places was taught llie grand $W€epin» prin- 
ciple of corruption^ that the g;oodness of llie end sanctilies the 
meaner I>r. Dwight said, he received his information hoMi a prin- 
cipal officer of the American masons. — A mason of high' standi no; at 
the south, it) a letter to Dr. Dwight, dated March 23, 1800, says, 
* the lodge in Portsmouth, (Va.) to which you alhidr, culled the 
French lodge, was considered, by me, as iuuier the modern term of 
masonry (illuminism.)' In another letter from the same lo Piesi- 
deot Dwight, he says* ' That yoa had good reason to suspect the de^^ 



*Mr. Smith quotes from a Fast Discourse of Dr. Dwi<^!ii't>, delivered in 
Yah? (Jollcgc. The [lassnjic i-^ 3= follows : 

The seqpeniiBe systoai of this order (lllumiuism) Weishaupl perfectly 
understood. l*he great c lesigfn of the JTesuits had always been lo engross the 

owcr and innuouce of I'lni |)e, and lo reguhiie ail its im])orlaiu affairs, 
'he syslem of measures, which iliey had adopted for this eini, w as superior 
to every piecocliiig scheme ol human |tfjlicy. To liiis design \\'ei>haupi, 
who was more nl>solui»'ly an Atlicisi tl>HU Voltaire, and as ci»i(lial!y w islitd 
for the ruin of Christianity, snper;i'!'.!r<! a riotu rcil inifiiiion of di (.\ i u:;;' ihe 
moral character of mau. 'I'he s\sit in ut policy, adopted by liie Jesuits, 
was, iherefiire, exactly fined to his pui pose : for the desigu, with this super- 
addition, v\ as exactly the samr. 

With ttiese advauiageuus preparations, he boldly undertook this worli: 
of destruciiou 5 and laid ilie axe at the root of all moral priaci|;le, and the 
sense of all UUiral obligation, bv csiiiMisliing a frw fuiidain< nuil doci: j,ies, 
whiA were amply suffitici.t lor this purpose. Thi'se were, il.;it is 
aothing ; lliai govermneut is a curse, and authority an usurpation 3 ili.n < ivd 
society is liie only a|;o.stacy of m«ui ; tliat the posseaston ol property is rob- 
bery, that chastity and nalurnl al^ cfion nro infrt" pi (■j!;':!? es j and that 
aduiteiy, assassination, poisoning, and other crimes ot a similar nature are 
lawful, ami even virtuous. A lai t>e branch of the Mawmc SociHies in Ger> 
many aicl France had already adopted the same olijecls, ns tin* great and 
controlling ones of ail their persona! and united labors. Here secrecy fur- 
nished the most advantageous opportunities for the formation of every de- 
sign, and the most advantageous cotarivancc for its suceessAil execuiiou. 
luTe the spirit of hostility agninsl ri ll j'on nnd jrovenimont was kindled, 
and blown up into a iiame. tlore, ni .1 v. cjid, all ihai vice could wish, and 

Erulligary atlempt, was proposed, niatur<>d, and set forward for execution. 
Fuder these eircuouUnceSy were founded the societies of lUumioism." 
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signs of the French lodge, at Portsmouth, I have no reason, nor ever 
bad, to doubt. Their work was to effect the plans of France iu our 
couDtry.'— member of that lodfre boanted tbat be beloiiged to a 

lod^e in Europe, in which the French revolution was planned. 

A pfpntleinan of the first re-'pcrtnl)ilify informed me, (with leave to 

{>ui>iish it, if 1 pleased,) that while he wa? Grand Master of alt the 
odges of the State, in which he lived, a bundle of papers from the 
Eastern Cotttioent came, by a natural mistake, into his handr, in 
which were masonic I;miriin;>f', nnd ernblem?!, nlfoi;ether above his 
comprehension. This wa> hcfoie he had heard ot' ihe existence of 
lUuniinism. The packet by some meaus went out of his hands. 
After he heard of llluminlsm, he said he was prepared to believe it, 
and that'll was established in this cotmtry In a printed oration, 
delivered before tlic ^rnnd royal arch chapter of New York, Feb. 2, 
A. L. 5801, by Kev. John Erji«!t, Grand Chaplain, are the following 
word.s : — 'The deep designs of masons called the llhaninaii, who 
have almost inundated Europe, and are fast gaining ground In 
America^ have clearly demonstrated the abuse which untiled mason 
lodges hrtve met with, and how they, when not guarded, can he rev- 
olutionized and moulded at pleasure !' An acquaintance ot mine, a 
man of name, who with ids wife were professors of religion, both in- 
formed nie, that their son bad occasion to reside some years in 
, (he capital of a niiddle Sf.ite. Wlien he returned, they 
found, to their preat grief, that he had become a gross infidel. He 
assured them, 'he had learned this wis<lom in a tvociety there, insti- 
tnted from France, with a view to propagate the sentiments be had 
Imbibed :— That such societies abounded in our lan<l That soon 
JT' "^"'el n-.inisters wnnid not he supported ; and if they existed, the 
linger of scorn would be pointed at them : — Tliat (he Christian reli* 
gion was all an uuposition, and would soon be abolishtd !* A let- 
ter was intercepted from a lodge of IDumineeslR Virginia, to another 
in New York, in which were emblems of carnage and death, and 
things tirtknown to the lower grades of masonry in our States. — The 
lodge Wisdom, in Portsmouth, (Va.) was the 2280th descendant 
from the Grand Orient of Paris. This great number were scattered 
in twelve different nations, of which America was one. Girtonn«r» 
in his Memons of the French Revolution, says, * The active mem- 
bers ol the Propa«Tnn(!lsts (propagators of French masonry) were, 
in 1791, lilty thousand, with funds then of six millions of dollars. 
These men were sent over the civilised wortd. And it was a maxim 
in their code, that * it was better to defer attempts ffti/ years, |ban 
to fail of success by too great precipitancy !' Ri.bespicrre, in his 
contention with the Bii^soiinc farfion, declared, that revolutionary 
designs were the object ot tiie diplomaiic missioii of Genet to this 
oountry* Genet's haste and impertinences to eflect this design soon, 
by the wisdom of Washington, occasioned his recaiU In an inter- 
cepted letter of Ids sneees^or in this country, this object of French 
Illuminees, in this nation, was ascertainetl ; — and that the insurrec- 
tion in the west of Pennsylvania, (to suppress which cost our nation 
one million of dollars* and the raiding of an army of 15,000 men* 
with Washington at their head,) wa> tho h uit of the secret machi- 
nations of these French Illiiunnees! VVa>hinutoa himself was de- 
nounced by this horrid agency, and was declared to be an enemy to , 
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his country. And the people were cdled upon, when he left hie 
presidential office, to keep a jubilee oo the occasioo. Washiu^rton, 

in d letter to ;i friond, -^palce of lliis abuse as being iti * such iu lccent 
terms as could scorrAlif be applied to a AVro, or to a notorious de- 
faulter P III another letter he says, * That the seii-created societies 
that hare spread themselves over this nation, have been laboring ia- 
eessanily to soiv the seeds of disti-ust, jealousy, and discontent, 
hoping thereby to effect sonio revolution in iIm ''overnnjent, not 
unknown to you. That thev have hern the fo:tieii(ers of the we<*t- 
ero insurrection, admits of no doubt.' lie again says, * it is doubt- 
ful still, whether that party, which has been a ewrte to this country, 
may not be able to continue their delusions !' No wonder, then, 
that this Father of his nation shouKl, in his farewell a<ldro^s, \\:\rn 
his couotry to beware of all secret societies! Even Bonaparte 
boasted, * We well know our strength in America ; and let us do 
wbat we will, we can turn all the odium of it on those who favor not 
our designs.' " 

These few extracts i transmit. You nioy make what use of them 
you please. I have long since given them to the public. 
1 am, dear sir, affectlooately yours, 

ETIiAN SMITH. 

Now, dear brother^ in view of these facts, It is more 
than evident to mj mind, that French Illuminism has 
been incorporated with American Freemasonry. It does 
ap|)ear, from unquestionable authority, that, as long ago 
ss 1798, " the impious mockery of the sacramental sup- 
per had been acted here,*' in the higher degrees of 
Freemasonry " This fact accords precisely with Webb's 
account of the " Ineflfable Degrees"* in one of which 
the ** Most Perfect'' is represented as say in w to the novi- 
tiate, Eat of this bread with me, and driiJe of the same 
mp'* We have substantial evidence also, even from re- 
spectable masons, that mamj of the lower lodges had been 
moulded to suit the designs of French infidelity, nearly 
thirty years ago ; and that this corruption was, at that 
time, fast gaining ground in this country." 

Can we, then, foster Freemasonry, even in the three 
lower degrees, without, either directly or indirectly, aid- 
ing the cause of infidelity ? Even admitting, that the 
three lovtrer degrees are as pure as you seetn to imagine ; 
still, they are the portal to the labyrinth of Illuminism. 
This is an avenue, which must be shut, or our country is 
undone. The lower degrees are, and have been, con* 



* Freemason's Monitor, 1816. p. 276« 
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strued into every thin^, and any thing, which was calcu- 
lated to promote the designs of inlidels ; and these de- 
signing men have repeatedly " laughed in their sleeve/* 
in view of the farcical ceremonies uf the third degree, aa 
cunningly devised, and directly calculated to bring the 
scriptures into disrepute, and cast contempt upon the 
death and resurrection ot Jc^us Christ. Even on the 
supposition, therefore, that you and 1 rii;iy not have con- 
sidered these pernicious doclrines as " uuiirht ia llie 
lodge-room yet the work is so constructed, that others 
may, and do, construe it into whatever they please. I 
must confess also,- thai tliough I did, for a time, arguo 
with myself, as you do, on this subject; and although I 
endeavored to persuade myself into the settled conviction, 
that this was pure morality ; yet, after all, when 1 wit- 
uessed the various ceremonies of the several degrees, my 
cofiscienoe has secretly whispered, * this is no place ibr a 
Christian, and especially for a Christian minister.' These 
secret whispers, and a scrutinizing obserfatbn of the 
eflfect, which those ceremonies have opon the fraternitj, 
have led me more eriticaily to examine- the subject; which 
examination has led me to the present resiilt. Reflecting 
upon the snare, from which I have escaped, I would not 
be placed haclc, where 1 was six months ago, Ibr ali the 
honors and treasures of earth. I have, dear brolfaery 
peatedly seen the smile of mirth playing in the counte- 
nance of many a mason, during even, what are called, the 
most snblime and solemn parts of the work. In reflect-, 
ing upon past years, also, and the several revivals of fe- 
ligton, which I have had opportunity to witness, I can 
now recollect but very ftw^ coniparatively, who have 
become hopefully pbus, afUr joining the masonic inaiitu- 
tiott. I understand that the same observation has been 
made by a clergyman,* who has doubtless, had more expe- 
rience in revivals of religion, than any man now living in 
our own country. Among professors of religion, too, I 
think the observation will hold good, that the kidge-going 
brethren are not gmercdly among the most engaged and 
active members of the church. I do not say this, by any 
means, to make invidious comparisons ; and I am willing 
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to admit tiiat ilicre are exceptions. But I have never 
known a ciiurcli member, who gave decisive evidence of 
piety, wlio would not spontaneously abandon the lodge, 
durifig a revival of religion. Neitlier have I ever known 
a professor oi religion, however appareuliy engaged be- 
fore, but what, in one way or another, gave decii^ive evi- 
dence of religious declension, immediately after joining 
the masonic institution. I can also recollect of several 
instances, in which young men had ap|)cared very seri- 
ously concerned for the soul and the things oi eternity; 
but who, on being ininated into tlie mysteries of masonry, 
immediately banished all serious inij)ressions, and, liom 
that day forwarrl, appeared perlecily careless and secure. 
I am also con^-t rained to think, that uo professor of reli- 
gion ever found himself improved in moral feelinji, in 
consequence of attending a communication of tlie lodge ; 
or that he scarcely ever went away, ni consequence, with 
one profitable serious reflection, unless with this, that he 
had worse than ilirown away his precious time, and uuuid 
better stay auay in future. Permit me, also, to ask you, 
dear brother, (aiHl I uish to do it most tenderly and alfec- 
tiouately,) if yoa have felt in your heart, generally, that 
glow of relii^ious warmth, since, as before you became a 
member of the inasuiuc lusiiiutiou I Have you been as 
much disposed to attend religious meetings since, as be- 
fore ; or to take a part in those religious meetings, as you 
frequently did, four or live years ago ? Permit me again 
to ask, if you feel like going from your closet to the lodge, 
or from the lodge to your cloiet? Or, if you do, is it 
with that freedom and holy fervor, which you believe you 
htve felt in years pasti Tbete are plain and significaot 
questions ; and I doubt not you will answer ibem to your- 
lelf, in tbe fear of God, and with a reference to the judg- 
ment day. 

You add, " I am told' that Royal Arch masonry has 
much to do with a Saviour, while he is only darkly pre« 
figured in the three first." Here, I am sure, you are 
laboring under a sad mistake. I wish to know wherein 
the Saviour is even darkly prefigured, in any part of the 
three first degrees. Is it in the mock representation of 
death and the resurrection? It must be here, if any 
where ; but, for my own pa^ t, I should as soon and as 
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seriously thiok of luokiuii I'ur the Saviour in one of Shake- 
speiir ^ tragedies. Jt caiuiot be. This ceremoiiy is so 
coHirivt'd, ihat it may be coiistrued to please the Chris- 
tian, J(nv, Deist, ^lalionicdan, and Pagan idolater.— 
Would liiese last taink ol" looking for the Saviour here? 
1 have been inrorined, tliat a Jew was, lor a considerable 
time, Luaiid Master of tlic (jliauU Lod^re of Rhode Island. 
This same Jew, if 1 mistake not, was acUvuly engaged 
in forminij the General Grand Ciiaoter of ilie United 
Slates. Now, would this Jew, do you imagine, consider 
Royal Arch masonry as having much to do with the 
Sav lour ; or that Jesus of Nazareth was even *' darkly 
prefigured" in the third degree? But, supposing your 
idea to be correct ; what is the need of having the Sa?iour^ 
" darkly prefigured," when ** the true light" respecting 
him, has now shone for more than eighteen hundred 
years I Is there any need of going into the lodge-room to 
obien>€ what God, in his word and providence, has made 
80 plain? I deny, however, that Royal Arch masonry 
has any iking to do with the Saviour, except to degrade 
and rob him of his glory ; and this would please the Jew, 
aa well as the Deist. In the Mark Master's degree, those 
passages of scripture,* which, in the Bible are applied 
exclusively to Christ, as the chief corner stone of his 
church, masons apply exclusively to a literal siene^ which 
in this degree, is " rejected by the builders" and thrown 
away among the rubbish ;" but in the Most Excellent 
Master's degree, is found again, and becomee the key of 
the arch, or the ktttd of the comer" Now what does 
this mean ? Is it to exalt or to degrade, the Son of God t 
Who shall tell as—the Jew, or the Deist 1 Let the 



* Th« pifmii^i of seriptore here cited, are the following : — ^P». 
cxviii. 22. Tlic stone wlilch the bi^ilden refused, it become the 

liead-stonc of the corner. 

Matth. xxi. 42. — Did ye never read in the scriptures. The stone 
which the boildert rejected, is become the head of the corner ? 

Mark xii. 10. — And have ye not read this scripture, The stone 
fvbii li the builders rejected, U become tlie head of tlie corner ? 

Luke XX. 17. — What is this, then, that is written, The stone 
which the builders rejected, is become the head of the coi ner ? 

Acts iv. 11. — ^Tbis is the stone which was set at nou<;ht of yott 
builders, which is become the head of the corner*— [See Webb*s 
Monitor, 1816, p. 78.] 
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Chmtian speak, and his soal must recoil within him 1 
He will say, if he says the truth, ** This is, indeed, my 
God and my Saviour, degrarlcd to a literal stone, mockod, 
and cast away, despised and rejected of men ! 1'' () my 
sou), come thou no more within their secrets ; unto their 
assembly, mine honor, be not thou united!" In the 
RoyjiJ Arch degree, the name of the Saviour is not men- 
tioned ; hut the titles and attributes of the great and ter- 
rible GOD, are used with the most sljockinir familiarity; 
and JEHOVAH is WierBWy personified, while the passage 
relating to the burning hush" is cited in full.* in the 
"Order of Hiirh Priest," which properly belongs to Royal 
Arch masonry, Christ is again robbed of his honor ; and 
passag(!s which apply to him, and to no other being in 
the universe, are addressed to a mortal worm of the dast. 
What is said of Melchisedec, in the New Tesstameni, as 
representing the eternal Priesthood of the Saviour, ma- 
son's address to the fligh Priest of a Rovnl Arch Chap- 
ter!! This de^rree was doubtless contrived by Weis- 
haupt, a most subtle adept, and was intended and calcu- 
lated to dor( ive, '* if it were possible, the very elect." 
Of this, howevor, I shall say more hereafter. — In like 
manner, are the agonies of Christ in the garden turned 
into mockery, in the order of Kniirhts Templars. Here, 
the bitttr nip^'l is prepared lor the candidate to drink, 
when he receives his obligation. Here is represented 
"the place of a skull," literally indeed, because the skull 
is the cup from whicli the novitiate receives his lihatif>n. 
In allusion to the bitter cup, the sce!)e of Clirist's agony 
in the garden is rehearsed (does not your soul recoil ?) 
particularly that passage, in which he repeatedly and 
earnestly ])rays, " O my Father, if it be posMhie, lei this 
cup pass from me." — " Father, if this cup may not pass 
from me, except I drink it, thy will be done." ! ! ! In 
allusion to the skull, it is read,^ "And when they were 
come unio a place called Golgoiiia, that is to say, a plnr,e 
of a SKULL, they gave him vinegar to drink, MiNciLKn 
WITH GALL : and when he had tasted thereof, he would 

* Freemason*ii Monitor, 1816, p. 136. 

t Freemason's Monitor, p. 153. 

\ Town'- S|>ori!) *ti vc Fi'err?Tiasionry, 
§ Sec Wtfbb's Monitor, 1816, p. 232. 
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not drink.*'!!! Now, is it difficult here to see the hag- 
gard features of Illuminism? Professor Robison, who 
had every facility to learn, declare?,* that this degree wag 
formed in an illuminated lod;Te at Lyons, whicli, at that 
timr, "stood at the head of French Freeniarionry.** It 
seems also, from olher atithenlic accounts, which I liuve 
seen of the history of this order, that those who contrived 
it, to render tlie deceptinii cotnplcte, seize(], as a kind of 
model, the chivrilrv ot" the dark iiires, and pretended to 
trace the deirree l>ack, as Webb does, to the eleventh 
ceniury.t ^,\ v may, then, consider it as e'-talJished be- 
yond a reasnna!)Ie doubt, that the "Order of KniL^Us 
Ternpiars" is the legitimate olfepriug of French iliumm- 
iem. 



ON THE OATHS AND OBLIGATIONS OF MASONRY. 

An abiidgmcnt of Rev, Mr, Jone^t Ldten, 

It is my ifitention in the present letter, to notice some 
things in the OATHS or OliLlGATIONS of masonry, 
which are nhjcctionnhlp^ and, in my oj>inion, dc^t nni'tng 
their bind'ui^ ualurv^ as to perpetual satrtcif. iJelore I 
proceed, however, it may he suitable to remark, it is iny 
pur|)o>e not to introduce any thiuGf as bdoni^nnL^r to these 
obiiL^uii tns, except what Wiis actually tan-iiii me as such 
while a re^rular member of the inslitnii jm. If any indi- 
vidual shall question my abi/if f/ to [)resent the vert/ form 
80 far as ! may need to do it, I would observe, tor the 
satisfaction of such, that I should hold myself in readi- 
ness, if required, to submit the question to disinterested 
judges, and to abide their decision. It was not my inten- 
tion, and I should not have thou^rht it expedient now to 
pttbiish any part of these Oaths, in the precise words in 
which they were taught to me, were it not for the fact, 



• Proofs of Coii'jpir.icy, p. 44. 

f Sqc Webb's *' Observations on ihe Orders of Knights Templars, 
and Kmghto of Malta."— Freemason's Monitor, 1816, p. 220. 
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wliich has very much surprised ine of late; tliat manv of 
the frutcniity, as I aio credibly ititorrnt il, are positively 
denying the buhstaiiiial correctness of them, as they stand 
in Morgan's Ilkistrutions, the relty, as it must be consid- 
ered, ifi![)licalitig me witli tlie gross charire of falseliood. 

I'iie iirst tliitig to be iioiiced as objeciiuiiabJc in tbese 
obligations, is tlie extraordinary mock solfmm'tf/^ prnfan- 
ity^ S^c. of ihiMr iidnxlucliuu ^ vj/.. : ** .1. /i. of mij turn 
free will and accurd^ in prtsence, of Ahnii^hti/ (tod^ and 
this Risrht W orshipful Lodge.^ ererted to God and dedi- 
cated to the Order of the holy iSl. JoLa ; do herehif, and 
hereon J 7/?o>/ sfdnnnlij and sincerchf promise and sivtarj' 
All three of ihc first obligations, have precisely this intro- 
duction, according to my curliest instructions ; and what, 
let me ask, is there in them, or in the other parts of 
masonry, which can demand, or justify this pretended, 
solemn formality? As I know of no necessity for this, 
nor any thing which can be reasonably urged in its justi* 
fication, 1 have no hesitation in declaring rny opinioa 
fully, that it is an absolute violation of the third Com* 
mandmeDt, in twice taking the name of the Lord in vain ; 
and what an unqualified violation it is, also, of the injuno* 
Uon of holy writ, to " swear not at all" And what can 
it l)e, but a most daring insult, in the face of the Most 
Bigii, for a body of men, who, with but very few if any 
exceptions, generally, are not those, who fear Qod and 
work righteousness, to set themselves up, as it were, by 
bis side, clothed with such extraordinary, self-created ^ sel^ 
exalted titles ; and what is it but an impious mockery of 
God, to declare such lodges, in his awful presence. 
Erected to God, and dedicated to the order of the holy Si, 
John?" Sure, if these lodges, generally, have been 
erected to any god, and are acknowledged by him, as 
such, it must have been to some other than the God of 
heaven. I wish to be understood, as speaking exclusively 
of the wickedness of these oaths , in distinction from the 
character of those who may be still unconsciously giving 
their sanction to such wickedness. 

Another clause which I shall notice at this time, is the 
same in substance in both the second and third degrees 
as follows : " I furthermore promise and swear ^ that I will 
answer and obey, aU due signs and summons, given, sent, 
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Aandeff, or ihruwn (o fiit\ hy the hand of a true and lawful 
brother fellow crafty (or master ma.^on,) or from the body of 
a legally constitvtcd lodge of fellow cr(fts, {or master mO' 
sonSf) so far as in me lies, if within the length of my 
cable tow.'* It is certainly difficult to find a happy con- 
Ptriictioii of this rl;ui«c, and I very much doubt, whether 
it has been undrr-toixi by masons tiiernselves, generally. 
Were it not for its peculiar phraseology, it might be un- 
derstood to mean, that a person wlio takes this obligation 
upon him, is to answer all signs, made to him personally, 
bv a brother of the same degree, by making corresponding 
masonic signs in return, so as to inspire a masonic confi- 
dence in each other ; and further that such a person 
should obey all summons or citations from the lodge to 
attend its meetings ; but as no distinction is made here, 
btnwf'cri the prerogative of a lodge and a private brother, 
to make such signs or summonses ; it seems, that each 
one is bound to yield implicit obedience, in case of the 
Bicfns and sumiiioiis of an individual brother ; as well as 
in case of the calls of the lodge, in all cases without quali- 
fication, when possible, unless he should be called on to 
travel further than the length of his cubic tow ; thelencrth 
of which imaginary line, I believe, is not uniformly con- 
sidered alike amori^i masons ; though it has been called 
three, four or five miles. It seems impossible to under- 
stand these **si£[ns and summons," as signs of distress 
and calls for charitable assistance^ because a whole lodge, 
as in this case could not be supposed to call on an indi' 
vidual member Ibr sach aftsistance. if we may be allowed 
to construe this clause of giving, answering, and obeying 
signs and summons," as would seem most rational and 
«asy from its expression \ it binds a mason to be ready, 
on the shortest notice, to ]eave his business and go, at 
the sign of a lodge, private brother^ to assist in doing 
any thing which they might declare necessary to be done^ 
for the welfare and safety of the masonic institution, or 
its members, as such, should evil be cloaked in the 
design. 

This suggestion, which is the only rational interprota-> 
tlon of the clause which I am able to obtain, I acknow- 
ledge, might not have entered my mind, had it not been, 
that there was such a full, and complete illustration of it^ 
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in the circumstanres attending the kidnapping and un- 
questionable murder of Morgan, by the Freemasons two 
years afjo, and in the masonic outrartes which were rom- 
niiUrd with a view to destroy the disclosures of his, winch 
are iiow before the world in the three first degrees of 
masonry. — Though the fraternity generally, may be yet 
far from adopting' this opinion, I do consider myself fully 
authorized in the belief, that tiie orii^inal spirit and design 
of this clause, was to warrant sucii proceedings as those 
in the Morgan affair, when the life and honor of the 
institution should seem to be tlias in jeopardy. 

The next clause which claims attention, is as follows, 
in the oath of the tliird degree : '* I furthermore promise 
and swear J that I toi II keep a brot/ier's secret. <^ and all 
others committed to rnr as snch^ MURDCR AND TliEA- 
SON ONLY EXCEPTED, and those at my own dis- 
cretion" election, or choice. Before proceeding to state 
my particular objections to this clause, I would just re- 
mark, that I have no don lit, that, as it was taught me, it 
contains an important iiiisiake, as it seems to level down 
the privileges of masons with those of other men, in 
reference to the salcty of their secrets with their brethren, 
and it is presumed that tliese words, " and all others^" in 
the clause were added by some conscientious masonic 
lecturer, who, at the time, thought it a necessary and 
happy amendment, though usually, it is most probable, 
they have not been admitted into the clause. 

One objection to this clause is, that, if there were any 
validity in such oath, it obliges masons in some particular 
cases to become accomplices with a brother in his gross 
violations of the laws of God and man, by concealing his 
guilt, and thus screening him from the demands, of pobtie 
justice. If a mason of the third dejvree shall be guilty of 
counterfeiting, theft, forgery, or highway robberji for 
which he shall be about to be brought to justice, if he can 
find a brother mason, who has taken this obligation, and 
Is able to aflford him protection, provided he can be in-; 
trusted with all the secret circumstances in the case; 
then, according to his oath, he is perfectly safe, to go 
and relate to him the whole matter concerning his crime, 
to be kept as his secrets, at all events, since they are not 
^e secrets of his mttrder nor ireofon, which he is here 
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not bound to keep, except when he may prefer keeping 
them also. 

Another objection to this clanse, is, that it mnst some-* 
times expose those who take it, to the necessity of swear- 
ing falsely, without any possible way of escape. For 
instance, in such a case as has already been supposed, 
where one party is entirely iDuocent of the secret crime ; 
or, in such a case as that of the Morgan affair, where 
several may have been combined in the same dark and 
evil designs, all of which was previously committed to 
each other, as tbe secrets of a master mason : Now, if a 
part of these shall be detected, or shall recant from any 
further share iu such iniquity, and shall be duly summoned 
as witnesses, and sworn to tell the whole truth in the 
case, against the others, they cannot proceed to do it, 
without violating their masonic obligation ; then to be 
silent, or keep sacred such an oath, there is no possible 
alternative, but to violate their judicial oath, and thus be- 
tray their country ; and those who have read the testimony 
under oath, of masonic witnesses, who had been engaged 
in the conspiracy against Morgan, have seen the dilemma 
of masons, thus situated, and where there seemed to be 
the most unequivocal presumption, that they coui^ideredit 
a less evil to violate their judicial, rather than their ma> 
sonic oath, when one only could be kept sacred. 

But will some reply to these objections, that there is 
no such meaning in the clause, and it was never expected, 
from it, that a t^rDthcr would be bound to keep wickedness 
a secret, wh( n tin ])nl>lic good roquircs it to be exposed ? 
Then, what means tins particuhir exception of only two 
crime?, nnd tliese not excepted unless it be the choice of 
the j)ersons tlius boufid ? Were it not for this particular 
exception of MURDER AND TREASON, only, it mi<rht 
have been rational, according to the common usage of 
I'dngfu?i<:jp, to draw tins infercrice from it that the secrets 
of masons should be most sacredly kept, in all lawful 
cases, only ; but as the clause now stands, it is impossible 
to draw from it so favorable an inference, witliout a gros^ 
perversion of language. Will it be said, again, that the 
interpretation of this oath is always given to the candidate 
before he receives it, so far as the assurance that it con- 
tains QoihiDg which is repugnant to his duty, either to bis 
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country or his God, and therefore, it cannot mean to bind 
any one to keep secret, the crimes of wicked masons t 
It is not pretended, but ail well meaning masons have so 
received and considered it : hut, let it be remembered, 
that the oath, itself, afid the mistaken interpretation of it 
by the master of tfie lodge, are no nmi p necessarily con- 
nected to2fther, tijan {hv Rible is, with the false inter- 
pretations which are many times given it. 

Again, it might be said, that the Bible itself, In the 
principles of masonry, is said to be the " rule and guide'* 
of the faith and practice of every mason, therefore, all 
th<" oilier parts of masonic principles, must be interpreted 
according to the principles of tliat sacred vohimc. This 
is certainly plausible, were we to admit the anti(iuily and 
divine origin of the institution, which have been conti- 
dently and boastingly pretended by many. But let it be 
remembered, that masonry was never founded on the 
word of God ; since it is so abundantly evident that, in a 
gospel land, the Bible has rather been profanely taken and 
placed upon masonry, as a cloak of hypocrisy, which 
alone could sustain the institution, in such a land as this; 
while the Koran, only, in a Mahometan land, could 
answer the same purpose. Thus it may be seen, that the 
Bible, and the oaths of masonry, have no connexion with 
each otht^r, and the latter are not, necessarily, explained 
by the former. What i!np;iriiLiI observer then, cannot see 
the wickedness of such a clause, in the masonic oallis, 
however innocently they may be explained, and however 
innocent the intention of masons most generally, as I 
cheerfully grant, in their unsuspectingly taking upon 
themselves, so wicked an obligation. 

The next clanse which remains to be examined in the 
oUigations of masonry belongs to that of the third degree, 
and though it binds a master mason to be chaste in his 
outward conduct, in some cases which are there specified, 
h seetne, by an irresistible inference, to allow micha^tity 
in all other cases, not particularly specified. I shall bit 
excused from repeating this clause in the language in which 
I !earnt it, though I would say, there is scarcely the least 
difference in the phraseology of it, from the manner in 
which Morgan has expressed it in his disclosures. The 
sabstance of this chuse is simply this \ it binds those who 
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•Uke it, to keep the seventh eommemdmeiti inmolatef so far 
'U may relate to the female department of a brother master 
mason* s family ; provided however, they shall kneiw^ at 
' the time, that such females do belong to sach a familj ; 
or sustain such a relation, to a master mason. 

It is trae, that the clause does not enjoin a violation of 
the seventh commandment in other cases not specified, 
but certainly it contains the allowance of it^ or else there 
is no meaning in the obligated restriction of chastity to a 
few specified cases. What else can we infer from this 
Umiting of a master mason's chastity, to a few particular 
cases, but that his masonic obligation is designed to leave 
him the fullest liberty to trample on the seventh command- 
ment in any other case, which it might be desirable t 
And even if he shall set at nought this commandment, in 
any of the cases where he is required to keep it in the obli- 
gation, when he is not aware, ^ that his unchastity or 
lewdness is thus connected w|th a master mason's family, 
his obligation in that respect is not to be considered 
violated. It may give us a more clear and definite view 
of what is enjoined, and what is allowed in the clause 
here examined, if we bring forward some of the other 
commandments, under the same restrictions and indul* 
gences as parallel cases. How would obligations like the 
ifliomng appear, if imposed upon members of the frater* 
nity — that they wili not take the name of the Lord in 
Tain, in presence of any of a brother master mason's 
family, " knowing them to be such," or will not murder 
one of tftem^ nor steal from them, nor bear false witness 
against tliem, dtc, ** knowing them to be such V* What 
masons of moral principles, let me ask, could endure 
with obligations like these, which contain the allowance 
of a violation of the several commandments named ? And 
yet, they are precisely like the one which I have been 
reprobating, as still held in the fellovv?;hip of the lodcres. 

Another objection to the masonic obligations, is, that 
they are frequently owpu to hind men to the performance 
of thinjTS, of which, at the time, they are left in profound 
ignorance. It has been no uncommon thing wiiii the 
unskilful master of the lodge, not being able to repeat the 
whole of the oath, when calied to administer it to the candi- 
date, to make up his de&ciency with a concluding and all 
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comprehending clause, prepared for such emergency, 
to this amount ; that if any part of such oath has beeu 
omitted in the administration, the candidate must sweat* 
that be will hold himself bound by it, as sooQ as he may 
be inibrmed what it is. Thus, if nine tenths of it are 
emitted) he mast swear to be bound by the whole, as soon 
as he may hear it. Can such a manner of administering 
and receiving oaths foe justified ? Is it not literally, if 1 
might use the phrase, a swearing at random T If such be 
not a profane trifling with the solemnity of oaths, it seems 
difficult to conceive, what would be called profanity. 

The next and last part of the obligations, which I think 
of noticing at present, is thejp^ita/^tes which are attached 
to their violation. Though Irecollect that the penalty of 
the oath of the Royal Arch degree, is such as to forfeit 
life, by having the upper part of the skall struck off, I 
shall confine myself to those of the first three degrees, 
because these are most familiar to me, and sufficient for 
my purpose. The first penalty is, having the **ihroat 
cut from ear to ear" the " tongue torn out by the roots,** 
d&c. The second, having the ** left breast torn open" 
the heart taken from tkmce and thrown over/* the ** left 
shoulder^ to become a prey to the beasts of the f eld, or the 
vultures of the oir^* and the third, I will write out in 
full, as it was taught me, viz. AU this, I most solemnly 
and sincerely promise and swear, with a fixed and steady 
resolution to keep and perform the same, without amj 
equivocation, mental reservation, or self evasion of mind 
in me whatever; binding myself under t/te no less penalty^ 
than having my body severed in twain, my bowels torn 
from thence, and burnt to ashes, those ashes scMered to 
the four toinds of heaven; my body severed in quarters, 
those quarters placed on the four cardinal points of the 
compass, with my head in the centre, never again to be 
reunited until the general resurrection or the judgment,*' 

Passing by the gross and heathenish abominations 
which are so abundant here : I shall attend in this dis* 
cussion, to but one particular point, which is this : these 
penalties are at variance with the sixth commandment of 
the decalogue, ** Thou shalt not kill.'* None will pre- 
sume to say, that either of those penalties could be 
inflicted, without its producing instant death.. So the 
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caodidaitt is made lo pledge to the lodge, t>r institation of 
Freemaaonry, as a surety, that he will safely keep ile 
■secrets, not his money, nor his sacred hoDor ; but his 
very life ; as though that was his own property, and he had 
an undisputed right to give it into the hands of assassiPB 
when be pleased. This would be no less than suicide, er 
a positive violation of the sixth commandment. Certainly, 
a man has no inore right to forfeit his own life, as a pen- 
alty for the violation of his oath, than that of his wife^ 
child or friend. Then is it not great wickedness to do il, 
in violation of a plain command of God, as it is done in 
each of the penalties which have been mentioned ? 

Should it be said, that in these penalties, it is only 
meant that the candidate should express his strong deter- 
mination not to suffer the secrets of masonry to be ci- 
torted from him, even should rufiians put him to death in 
any form whatever, it might be answered that the ex|jres- 
sion of these penalties, disproves such an explanation; 
for the penalty of death, we see, is not attached lo that 
clause of keepiriLT the secrets on/y, but to every clause, 
thus, " All this, I most solemnly," &/C. " binding myself 
under the no less penalty," &l,c. so that it cannot mean, 
that the penalty is only to be sn lie red from rufliaiis, when 
the secrets would otherwise l)e extorted. 

Although these penaluf's have so long been explained 
as not allowing the craft lo exeeuie them, thereby mur- 
dering the mason who may kriowingly and purposely 
violate the obligation ; and tiiough it has been so cuioinon 
for masons to believe, that no such wickedness was in- 
tended, or thought of, ia the origin of these penalties, it 
must certainly be doing violence to our language, so to 
understand them, from the words in which they are ex- 
pressed. It has been said, thai uia.^onry knows of "no 
penalties worse than expulsion." Then let me ask, why 
are these horrid things^ in every obliization, called penal- 
ties? Are they to be understood as a mere, solemn, un- 
meaning exclamation, sliovvinsf the stroncr determination 
of the candidate to keep the obligation, like tlie [)rol'ane 
and thoughtless character, who sometimes says, lie will 
die^ if his assertion be not true, or if he shall not fulfil his 
word ? Considering that the candidate at the time of 
taking this oath and penalty upon him, is on his knees ; 
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ab* he b caused to say, " in tba fyresesce of Al- 
mighty God, and that" *' Right Worshipful Lodge/' it 
wili not bo supposed, that the ianguage of these penalties 
was meant to be trifled with in such a manner.— If these 
-awfal penahies kaoe any meaning, what can they mean 
less than death ; Co be inflicted on the candidate, in case 
of a violation of his oath, in the very shape there repre- 
sented? Certainly, nothing less than this, for so it is 
expressly declared, ** Under the no ieks penalty than 
having my body severed in twain," &c. And who then 
are the persons authorized to inflict those penalties but 
masons, themselves, who are the only persons aggrieved 
or injured by suoh violations? And if these penalties 
are not to be so understood, what must we think of the 
recent declaration of masons in a multitude of instances; 
that if Morgan was murdered by the fraternity, as it is 
generally allowed that he was, he was treated just as he 
should have been ; and if still living, he ought to be di^ 
posed of in such a manner ? And further, if these penal- 
ties were never intended to authorize the craft to inflict 
any punishment on ofienders worse than expulsion ; how 
is it to be explained to us, that a great numher of nia^ 
sons should he engaged in the outrages against Morgan 
and Miller, and though several of them have since been 
convicted of their crime in the affair, and piinislied by 
the civil authority, and others have nbj^conded to evade 
«uc}i pniiishmenl, wliile masonry, or all the lodges con- 
nected with those masons, stand mute, or look upon those 
enorriiilies with approbation ? 

It these petialties do 7wt forfeit the life into the hands 
^of the fraternity, and of course, masonry has no laws, 
which authorize kidnapping and murder of its offenders, 
why were not ail tkiose n)asons who were engaged tu tiie 
conspiracy and mob of forcibly seizinir and carrying off a 
free citizen to be murdered, as none can consistently 
deny, expel led from the lodges to which they respectively 
belonged ' instead of this, not one of them, it appears, 
has violated the laws of masonry in that matter, so far as 
to procure his expulsion. Does not this declare, in lan- 
^ruage too plain to be misunderstood, tliat such is not 
uninasonic conduct ? Does il not seem to say to us, that 
an ofiender like Morgan, according to the laws of ma- 
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aonry, hzs forfeited his peraon and Ufe, to be at the di^ 
posal of the brotherhood, so that sach individuals have 
only acted in behalf of the fraternity, and of course, are 
not to be called to account for so doing 1 And does noC 
this prove^ that masonry, so far does consider these penal- 
ties to mean precisely what they express? And that they 
forfeit life, In violation of the sixth commandment 1 To 
show more particularly that these oaths are not binding, 
will be my next object. 

This is a point which I have endeavored to keep promi- 
nently in view from the beginning, and if not deceived, 
all the arguments which have been adduced, are calcula- 
ted, more or less, to establish the position : But now, I 
have arrived at a place in the discussion, where it seems 
to come in course, to take up this point by itself, and 
bring forward arguments, wii!i particular design to show 
that these oaths are^ in no sense binding upon masons; 
although it is admitted that tht rc aro some thini^s in 
them, which according to the gospel all men are under 
obligation to observe and do ; still, no one is to be con- 
sidered under any greater obligation for the same by 
reason of il^ese masonic oatlis. 

First, I would say, that these oaths are not binding, 
and masonry ought not to be kept a secret, because of 
the wickedness which is inculcated m its principles, and 
because of their dangerous and destructive tendency with 
regard to human happiness. My premises here will 
doubtless be sharply contested by some ; but I appeal to 
the candid and disinterested, who have carefully perused 
my former numbers, to decide, whether I have not already 
brought forward facts and arguments, abundantly suffi- 
cient to establish my position on a basis which cannot be 
removed. Then taking it for granted thru masonry is au 
engine of evil, and calculaled to diminisii the iutn of hu- 
man ha[)pincss for time and eteruiL} , Liud of course greatly 
to displease and dishonor God, what can be plainer than 
this, that every mason is at liberty to disclaim all further 
allegiance to these oaths and this institution ? And is it 
not his duty, at such a time as the present, to investigate 
the subject faithfully and impartially, if he has not done 
it before, and as soon as he may obtain a just and clear 
view of the principles of this institution^ to come out and 
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separate himself from her abominations, and bear testimo- 
ny aiTdinst them, to coiinterart, if possible, tlie unhappy 
intluerice of his sanctioning and upholding them hereto- 
fore? Still, some may be ready to say, tliough they are 
convinced of tlie evils of nKisonry, they see no w^iy to 
break away from them, an(] coii(ifMiiri tlieui before the 
world, without becoming o^uilty of perjury. As it might 
be expected, under existing circumstances, there will be 
some to contend, that these oaths are «a sncred that no 
man can possibly disengage himself from tiiem, without 
the grossest perjury, as though they were in fact, para- 
mount to his obligation to his country and his God ; yet 
why should the conscieiiiious any longer be jruided by 
this sentiment? Surely, the pretended anliqnify of nia- 
sonry, nor tlje number and respectal)ility of tlio:<e who 
tenaciously adhere to it, nor their unwdlingness to iiave 
its merits or denierits tried at the bar of public opinion, 
can be any reason why human happiness should be 
diminished and God dishonored, for the sake of keeping 
sacred such wicked and abominable oaths. No reflecting 
person can imagine, that Herod, in murdering a distin- 
guished man of God, was more approved in the sight of 
Heaven for the deed, though it was done to keep sacred 
nis rasli oatii, iliiiii had he repented ot" iim lieedless pro- 
fanity, and set the good man at liberty. 

It is believed to be universally agreed among the think- 
ing part of community, that all other similar obligations 
to that of Herod, found in the scripture and elsewhere, 
should not be considered binding, until we come to those 
of the masonic institution, where many are ready to make 
exceptions. It will probably be said by some, that the 
oaths of masonry are in no degree, parallel to the oath of 
Herod ; to which I would reply, by again appealing to 
the candid and disinterested, to decide, if I have not sa^ 
ficiently shown, that they are parallel ; by showing that 
they are rashly taken before their contents are known, 
and that like Herod's oath, they require men, in some 
particulars, to do evil. 

Some may be ready to inquire and say : but why may 
we not siUnily withdraw our connexion from the tnstitn- 
tion, without coming out in hostile array against it, by 
bearing testimony to the world against its Internal abomK 
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nations, since there is at present, so much in the influ- 
ence of the institution, wlncli renders such a course, most 
terrtliiy forbidding? I answer, because in this way, you 
would continue lo show favor to the insiitutioii, and in a 
great degree, would still be a piirtaktT of iis abominations. 
Yuu could not discover our counLry to be in danger from 
any unsuspected source, though your own person and 
property might be considered safe, without giving the 
alarm, and using your influence for the safety of others. 

Another argument which shows that these oaths are 
not to be considered sacred and binding, is, that they are 
ufdmnfuUtf adminisiered and taken ^ both as they relate to 
Uttos human and divine* Ahhough oaths, as a general 
thing, are most solemnly prohibited by the word of God, 
it is believed^ that there are some exceptions made^ where 
they are to be considered necessary and lawful ; but the 
lawfulness or expediency of such a common multiplicity 
of them, as we have sometimes witnessed in civil affiiirs, 
is to me more than doubtful. And I am confident, that 
the scripture, in its solemn prohibitions, makes no provi- 
sion for the oaths of masonry, and more especially so, 
since the proof is so abundant, that they are needed and 
used there merely as a canopy of impenetrable darkness 
to the secret abominations of that institution. By what 
authority then, shall the master of a lodge, in that capa- 
city only, presume to administer these oaths ? and how 
can an individual receive them from him, without a viola- 
tion of the divine command 1 

Shall it be said, that such ontli? have so long been 
locked up in secrecy, and out of the way of the world, 
that they have not come in contact with the civil author- 
ity, and of course, are not to be judged, nor condemned 
by human laws ? It is true that they have long been 
shrouded in thick darkness, as to a view of the world ; 
yet no darkness could hide them from the view of Him 
who searches the hearts and tries the reins of the children 
of men ; and now the lock is broken, they may come in 
contact with human laws, and their being so long hidden 
Ifom the world, instead of making them more tolerable, 
only shows them to be so much the more among the on- 
fiuiiful works of darkness, for which the people of God 
•are commanded to have no fellowship. Men may promise. 
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and make oath to their promise, to perform some lawful 
things, and their promise^ if lawfully loade, would lay 
them under a corresponding obligation to fulfd ; but an 
un!awful oath, annexed to it, would add to it no further 
obligation ; and certainly so far as they may promise with 
an oath to do things contrary to the will of God, as in 
case of the masonic obligations, instead of keeping and 
fulfilling them, they seem to be called upon by divine 
authority, to withdraw from them and disown them. See- 
ing then, that these oaths are not administered or received 
lawfully, but in direct violation of the divine law, I ask, 
where is the sanction of God upon them, which alone * 
can give them the lawful validity of an oath I Certainly 
such sanction is not to be found, but the contrary is clear. 
These unlawful oaths then, do not, nor cannot, imposo 
the least ol>li^auon upon those who may take them. 

It is now further to be shown, that the oaths of mason- 
ry are not to be considered binding upon its members, 
because the condition on which they arc taken is not as- 
ccrtained to be fnimd ia truth. So far as I have been able 
to learn, hi all [odges^ it has been the undeviating prac- 
tice of the Master, or presiding officer, wben alnjut to 
administer these oallis, in beliaU of ihe institution, to 
inform the candidate who is required to take them, in 
substance as follows : that they contain nothing con« 
trary to his allegiance to his country, or to his God/* 
And sure, it is now too late for any to say, who have 
attended candidly to this discussion, thai such oatbs 
are free from every thing which is contrary to the reli« 
gion of ihe Bible, when it has been shown so abundantly, 
that they do contain much that is of an evil character, 
and at variance with the duties required in the gospeL 
Then how does it appear according to the previous agn^ 
maU between the administrator and the receiver, that 
such oath is binding. The agreement made between 
the two parties at the time, is like this : while the master 
or officer acting for the institution, requires the candidate! 
to take the oath, only with this condition, his submitting, 
and taking it under that condition, is no less than saying 
though not spoken with words, that he will take it, and m 
bound by it» provided the statement of the condition ia 
true, bat not otherwise. Then so soon as he shaU dia* 
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cover the contents of such oaih, to be contrary to the 
condition to repeat it after the master, why is he not just 
as much at liberty to be disentangled from it as before. 

We may be told, that such objections, if ever made, 
should be made at the time ; or beibre repeating the oath 
from the lips of the master; and that, if on hearing the 
oath it should be objectionable to the candidate, he need 
not have taken it. But let fiirly understand this mat- 
ter, and that tlic candidate h;is iir) reasonable opportunity 
to examine the oath before taken, for he is not permitted 
to know one syllable of its contents, Dor, tliat there is any 
oath to be taken, on joining the institution, if possible to 
keep him ignorant of it ; until he is caused to kneel at 
^* the altar, neither naked nor clothed, barefoot nor shod, 
hood-winked, with a cable tow," or rope, "about" his 
''neck/' and told thai he is *'now about to take the 
solemn oaths or obligation of an Entered Apprentice," 
and then he can know nothing of it any faster, tlmn 
a few words of it are said orer for hiiil to repeat afler the 
Master, sentence after sentence, or half sentence, or word 
at a time, until it is finished, like the stupid school boy, 
who knows not one word of his lesson, but repeats it as 
he is commanded, word for word, at the lips of the teach- 
er. How little then, could be learnt, or understood, of a 
long oath taken in this manner, amid so much, at such a 
season, that id calculated to distract the thoughts. If ever 
h is to be fairly examined and tried by the scale of moral 
rectitude, it must be done after it is taken, when a person 
may see and examine it, as other things are tried, to be 
approved or condemned. How unreasonable then, that 
he should be required to judge of it, and condemn it at 
such a critical and unexpected moment, or be IbreTer de- 
barred the privilege afterwards. Besides considering the 
incapacity of the candidate of judging of the moral cha- 
racter of such oaths, at the time of taking them, his con- 
dition is such as every one may see, as will not allow of 
his usurping authority, to judge, and condemn them, even 
if his mind could be then sufficiently enlightened. Be- 
iire the first step is taken towards the institution, he 
must promise upon his honor, before a number of the Ihi- 
fernity, that he will conform to all their customs and re- 
qmroBieiits in taking the degree, as all others have dooe^ 
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on becoming maions. Then he hears and learoi oiaajT 
things, of the secret fiNrme of initiation, be (ore he comes 
totlus oath, when circuniataoced as I ha?e mentioned, 
and knowing that there is no possible way of eacapOp if 
be shouid protest against the oath, or any part of it, and 
lefuae to take it, he cannot feel, while taking it, as though 
be was acting for himself, but that he has blindly and 
?oluotarily placed himself in a condition where he must 
inevitably comply with thn usages of the lodges, and though 
he should, at the time, before finishing the (mtb, perceive 
that there was more matter pro|)08ed to him in it, which 
appeared wrong to be taken, how can be do otherwise, 
having gone so far, than finish it, hoping to make the 
best of it afterwards. Thus, when he shall have an op- 
portunity to examine it for himself separate from the spe* 
cious interpretations which are given it, by those who 
have themselves taken it upon trust, and finds it contains 
things contrary to the condition on which he too!; it, 
what can be plainer, than that he is not bound by it, ac- 
cording to the previous agreement ? If I make a promise 
to a stranger, that 1 will grant his request, hefore he 
makes it kuown to ine, provided, thnt it is bf)th hwfnl and 
reasonable, shall i be holden to tulrii such a promise, and 
grant the request, though v. hen declared, X find it both 
unlawful and unreasonable l 

Though it appears, that none, having commenced 
the taking of these oaths in this tlieir blind and helpless 
condition, make their escape without having llie whole of 
thetn imp()S( (i upon thrrn, it is Cf>nfidently l>elieved, that 
no men of irioral principles would have been caught there, 
could they have known positively, before making up their 
miad^ to uiiiie witli the fraternity, that in n-oing forward, 
they must lake ujMHi ttiemselves oaths of precisely such a 
moral character an those of masonry. 

The last reason whicli T now think of a<^>^i^TniT)g to 
show that the niasninc n;uhs are without validity, is, that 
the icord qj Gnd itb>(tliif rly cdiuicmns them^ ami rtifuirrs 
tlifm (() be repnttf'd oJ\ and put away. Separate from the 
general prohibitions concerning the taking of oaths in the 
scriptures, some of which have already been briefly no- 
ticed, I shall now produce a passage, which if I nu.stake 
not, seems given to settle this question beyoud any further 

7 



74 



ofimofls oir fbseiuioiwt* 



diapntei m the niindB of all who shall oarefully and trulf 
oompare it with the oaths of masonry. The passage is in 
Leviticus, 6th chap. 4th and 5th verses. a smd 

' $wear, pranmmcing wUh his lips, to do emi^ or to do good^ 
whatever it be, thai a mutt shiail pronounce unth an oath 
and it be hid from Atfli, when he knoweth of then shall 
he be guiUy in one of these. And it shaU 6«, when he 
shaU be guilty in one of theee things^ that he shall confess, 
that he hath sinned in that thing,** Sorelj nothing could 
have heen written on the subject of oaths, more appropri- 
ate to the oaths of masonry than this passage of scripture ; 
and nothing could more expressly condemn them, and 
declare their invalidity. And truly it seems as though 
the passage could not be applied to any other kind of 
oaths which are at present in use among men ; and it is 
believed, that the masonic, are the only oaths which are 
taken, the contents of which are ** kid from'* the receiver, 
and the only oaths, to my knowledge, except such as are 
openly and grossly profane, which a man takes^ **pro^ 
iwundng with his lips" as mentioned in this passage. 
Many men among us have been called, to take hundreds 
of solemn oaths, but not one of them was pronounced at 
the time hy the receiver, with his lips, except in masonry. 
Where else then could this passage be applied, but to the 
oaths of this institution ? It certainly seems to set the 
matter beyond all reasonable dispute between masons and 
anti-masons, as it goes farther than any thing, for which 
the latter have ever contended, since it does not condemn 
the oath that is unwittingly taken, merely because of the 
evil which it may contain, hut condemns it because it is 
so taken; whether it be. evil or good; whatever it he 
that a man shall pronounce with an oath" in that man- 
ner. Ts not the requisition in this scripture so plain that 
a child might understand it, that when an individual has 
thus sworn " to do nnl or to do ffood,'* when it was thus 
*' hid from himf' as in the masonic oaths, he ouaht to 
withdraw from tliern, as soon as he may know what he 
has flone, and " coj}ffss that he hath ^innrd hi that t/n'nsr 
At present, 1 can see but one way l)v which they wiii be 
likely to endeavor to evndo the conclusion which is so 
dear from tiiis passage; wliich is: it rufiy be said that 
the passage stands connected with Jewish cefemonies. 
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which are now done away, and of course, that this pas- 
eaae must now be as much out of date as those cereino- 
nies. But the thouglill'ul and catidid will not he thus 
easily convinced, that ilie rin)ral law of (Jod, or his law 
respecting the wickedness of oaths, has l)con chano^ed or 
done away with the ceremonies of the Jewi^ii Churcli. 



ON TH£ VALIDITY OF MASONIC OATHS. 

Extract /rtm on Address delivered cbL Lyons, JV. F. by Mirm Holtey, Esq, 

Frbbmasonrt adnuDisters oaths — ^are these oaths bind* 
ing ? Assuredly not. They are promissory. A promis* 
8ory oath is the calling upon God to take notice of what 
is promised, and of invoking his vengeance, by the pro> 
miser upon himself, if it is not performed. 

Promissory oaths are not binding, where false or erro* 
neous representations and inducements are held out to 
those who take them. The representation made to the 
brethren before admission, that ** the oath will effect 
neither their religion nor t)ieir politics/' is of thin charac* 
ter ; and so are all the inducements arising from the un- 
founded pretensions of Freemasonry, heretofore examined 

To take an oath is a solemn and deliberate act of the 
mind. Understanding is essential to its obligation ; on 
which account oaths impose no obligation upon idiots, 
lunatics, madmen, or young children ; they not having 
sufficient knowledge, either of the nature of the things 
promised, or of the penalties of non-performance : ami 
both of these sorts of knowledge are requisite. There 
can be no moral obligation, in any case, without know- 
ledge. The obligation of obedience to God himself, is 
BO more than co-extensive with our knowledge of his 
laws ; and in respect to the nature of the promises and 
penalties, in the oaths of Freemasonry, all the persons 
before alluded to as bein^ free from the obligation of 
oaths, for the want of undprstandingf, have as much know- 
ledge, as the wisest of the brethren had, before the oaths 
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Ta render a promissory oath obligatory^ it is necesaary, 
that both the authority administering it, and the perform- 
«DCe of the promise it contains, should be lawful ; refer* 
ence being had in this case, not merely to the enactmenta 
of the civil go?ernment| but also to the law of a good 
conscience. 

The right to administer oaths, if not wholly denied by 
religion, is one of the prerogatives of the sovereign power, 
a right which cannot be enjoyed concurrently, by the 
government and its subjects. Every man would regard it 
as both wrong and ridiculous for any individual to pre- 
tend to a natural right of administering oaths, in such 
form, with such penalties, and for such purposes as he 
might choose to dictate ; and such pretension would not 
be made valid by his finding any man or number of men, 
who would consent to take them. Even if the form, 
penalti^, and purposes were all good, this would be in- 
controvertil>le. The right of administering oaths, does 
not exist anterior to the establishment of government, nor 
independently of it. Wherever it exists, it is a conven- 
tional right, of that description too, which may be de- 
nominated resultmg ; that is, a right, sprin^ring from tho 
necessities of government, after its organization, and 
founded on the utility of its exercise. It novnr oxisis, in 
individuals or associations of men ; rxce|)i when cnnffT- 
red upon thetn by goverrnnnnt. There is no rigl/ifiil 
governfnent, in tliis country, hut religion, or the fn^vs 
regularly adopted under our established cnnstitn t ion. 
But neillier of these has conferred upon Freeni isoiiry the 
rif^lil to administer (»aths. Would it not be a violation of 
every good man's conscience, as well as a scanrlalons 
breach of his allegiance to our govern nu nt, for hini to 
administer an oath among us, under the pretence of au- 
thority conferred upon him by the Great Mogul? It is 
equally so, under the jirelenco of authority conferred by 
Frf^emasonry— a goverrmieni more foreign from ours, and 
more barbarnus than Turkey. This is a kind of nr)law- 
fulness, whicfi shows there is no obligation imposed upon 
the consc i( lice, liy fnasonic oaths. 

Tt is a gross immorality to administer such oaths on 
other grounds, and therefr)re a man is not hound by them. 
The master of a lodge, without any shadow of authority. 
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ixi the midst of the most degrading Tnuminery, calls upon 
a candidate, in a state of indecent nakedness, with a ban- 
dage round his eyes, in order that he may have no more 
of natural, than he has of moral light, solemnly and sin- 
cerely to promise and swear, as in ttie presence of llim, 
in whose sight the angels are chargeable with folly, to do 
-—he knows not what-— nnder penalties the most revolting 
and inhuman. Is not such a scene calculated most in- 
juriously to lessen the sanctity of all oaths? Must not 
the frequent repetition of it, amazingly diminish the value 
of that solemn form of ascertairiirig uuth, by our consti- 
tuted authorities, in relation to all our dearest rights? 
Recollect there are near 1011,000 Freemasons in the Uni- 
ted States, of whom many have taken more than forty 
degrees, in each of which an oath has been administprcd. 
Did not the Father of his country allude to these proceed- 
ings of I'^-efMiiasoury, in his t"arew(dl address, wdien he 
enipliaticaily ask(;d, Where is the security for property, 
for reputation, for Ijfe, if the sense of religious obliga- 
tion desert the oaths which are the iM6trunieuU» of inves- 
tigation in coiiris of justice V* 

The perfortnanre of a promise to calumniate, to con- 
ceal a criminal action, or to assassinate, is always unlaw- 
ful, and is therefore not binding ; because the pruiniser 
in these cases, is always tmder a prior obligation to the 
contrary. From such prior obligation what shall dis- 
charge him? His promise? His own act aiid deed? 
But an ohli'Tation from which a man can discharore )iim- 
seii, by liis own act, is no ol)li:^ation at all. The nuilt of 
SJich promises lies iu making tiiem, not in breaking tliein. 
Whf)ever makes them is already l^onnd to break them. 
The mas(jiiic oallis do not require ail those uulawfid acts, 
except upon certain conditions. Where the condition 
exists, there the oaths are imperative. But the acts are 
unlawful under all possible conditions, and therefore the 
oaths are noi obligatory. 

Besides, t!ie penalty of every masonic oath, is the for- 
feiture of life, to be taken in the most impious and hi )f):!y 
manner. N > m ui has a riijht to subject himself to such 
a penalty, ilin prior obligations to God and his country 
forbid It. The penalty is unlawful, and therefore the 
oath not obligaluiy. 

7» 
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Herod's promissory oath to his daughter in-law, "that 
he would give her whatsoever she asked, even to the half 
of fiis kir)iT(ioni," when she asked the head of John the 
Baptist, i l l osed no obligation upon Herod to give it, be- 
cause it wa:^ uulawful. 

(Jiiribiiiiimy interposes other objections to the lawful- 
ness of masonic oatiis. ** Thou shalt not take the name 
of the Lord thy God in vain.** ** I say unto you, swear 
not at all." On tliese authorities many Christians wlifjlly 
refuse to take judicial oaths. They have universally, and 
always, coruh inned all others. Whatever is against the 
coimi)aii(l ()i Ciirist is sinful. Aii sins must be renounc- 
ed even tiie musl favorite. 

An oath can never bind a man to do what is morally 
wrong. It" it is a bond of duty, let us consider what is 
the aiitlioi iiy of duty. It is the command of God or gen- 
eral utility ; opposition to which, is the very definition of 
wrong, it would be b(iili preposterous and impious, de- 
liberately to call upon Gijd to take notice of what was in 
opposition to his command. In such case, to take au 
oath, would actually involve the guilt of perjury. 

A good man always acts under a conviction ot the 
presence of God, and in the fullest e\[>f elation of his 
righteous retributions ; that is, under all the .sauciujiis of 
an (jaih. — And there could l)e no stroncjer attestation to 
the excellence of Doctor Johnson's moral character than 
that, which is involved m the declaration of one of his 
associates, that in common conversation, he always talked 
like a man under oath. What would such a man do, 
supposing he had taken the oaths of Freemasonry t 
Could he conceal what he knew to be criminal Could 
be derange the business, oppose the interests, or traduce 
the character of a brother for any cause? lie plainl/ 
could not; because, he would be under all the obligations 
imposed by an oath, not to do so, prior to his taking the 
masonic oaths ; that is, all the obligations arising from 
the command of God, or general utility. 

In reality, the use of an oath is, to bring freshly to the 
mind of him, who takes it, the obligations of duty, whieb 
actually would rest upon him, without it It does not 
increase those obligations in the least degree. Do not 
the obligations of duty, then, as with the ibrce of an oath, 
require all good men to renounce Freemasonry ? If, in 
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the honest eoBfictions of their minds, Freemamry is 
wrong, in its secrecj, in its oatbSi in itii injuDCtioDS^ or In 
its e&cts and coDsequences, they uaoredly dow 



VINDICATION OF FREEDOM, FROM MASONIC OATHS. 

Extract from the Ann-Masmic Remew. 

What sort of religion have yuu, thus to expose themys* 
teries of ancient Freemasonry ^ contrary to your solemti 
oath ? A fearful question, to which \vc solemnly reply. 

We justify ourselves in three several positions, enlier 
oftherii sutiicient alone for our deieacei altogether 
rendering our defence impregnable. 

In the first position, we say, that ancient Freemasonry^ 
to which we have sworn fearful secresy, had never an ex- 
istence, 'i'he word Freemasonry, and the thing signified 
by that word, is not ancient, hut modern; is not three 
thousand years old, nor three hundred, nor the half of 
tliree hundred. We Umk ifie oath vvitli assurances, and 
witli tlie belief, too, tiiat ancient Freemasonry meant an 
institution organized by Zerubbahel, and patronized by 
St. John, and by the apostles of our Lord. As such we 
have sworn to it allei/iance ; and if ever we meet with 
such an insiluiion, or any iVaction of it, whether on the 
plains of the Scioto, or of the G<mesee, whether on the 
Green, or the Allegiiany mountains, we will hail its signs, 
and conceal its mysteries, so far as they may be intruzited 
to ut», with the most jiraiseworthy fidelity. 

But a certain institution pretending to come from under 
tlie hand of Solomon in the land of Jndea, we now know 
to have come from worthless names in the island of Great 
Britain ; not three thousand years ago, but in the last 
century. Its secrets and signs we do not feel bound to 
hail, even in a lodge room. And the oath which we 
honestly took in favor of king Solomfm's instmition, shall 
ijot, with our consent, be converted into an obligation of 
fidelity to any lie. 

Is it not ])rovoking beyond sufferance, that we sfiould 
be ensnareci in early life, to take a secret oath uf hdelity 
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to an institution patronized by the holy St. John, which 
proves to be not one hundred and til'ty years old I And, 
when we would open our lips to expose tlie imposture, 
tlmt we should be checked with the i< mrnibrance ot our 
oath I As if, when deceived to s^vear hdeUty to an im- 
postor, we were bound for our oath's sake forever to 
maintain tiiat impostor, or at least, to take no luiportant 
step to exhibit liis true ciiaraclcr to the public. 

FreeniasDUiy comes to us sustained by the best names 
of the age, and selliu;^ forth with great authority, that it 
was the ciiosen friend of Enoch, and Noah, and Moses; 
that it received an iin|)roved forjn from the hands of the 
wisest man, and additional gUyry Irom Joshua, Zerubba- 
bel, and Ii;(<r^ai. It olfers to tliose who will pay it fealty, 
a rare and rich reward. In tlie simplicity <'»f youtli, we 
have yielded our necks to its yoke, and sworn to it alle- 
giance ; hut, in riper years, we hnd these chaius to h% 
barefaced false iiood. 

Now, shall the institution, wliich has thus insulted us 
with falsehood, still hold us to our solemn obliiiation to 
keep it a ssecret ? Shall it impose on us most e^regiously, 
and, when we would expose the im()osition, thunder in 
our ears ; *' V'ou have sworn to keep all my mysteries au 
entire s<!cret !" and, thus, compel us to give the counte- 
nance of our name, and the influence of our example and 
character, to sustain the deceiver, and to perpetuate the 
fal>eiiood? No; Freemasonry shall not ludd our name, 
by any (ibliiration, responsible for its ccmtempt of truth. 

Indeed, Freemasonry, rt /?/*c is kindled in the wa/U oj 
Damnsni< that will consume the palaces of Brnhadarl. 

What are the walls of Freemasonry bat her oaths? 
And these are like an oath of a faithful subject to one 
whom he had reason to suppose, and did suppose, was his 
rightful sovereign ; but who, in the event, proved to be a 
barefaced impostor; which oath is not binding at all. 
And should such an impostor use Freemasonry 's argu- 
ment, and say, " your oath was to me ; you took it vol- 
untarily, and you are bound forever to be faithful to my 
interests and comtnands." What think you his sworn 
subjects would reply t They would hang him between 
heaven and earth, as unworthy of either. 

This, then, is our first positioD : that an oath to bt 
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fiuthfal to anciant Freemaaoary is precisely like the oath 
of a subject to an impostor prince, and is binding neither 
in the sigbt of God nor man. 

" Whose ton<(iie soe*er speaks false. 
Not truly speaks ; who speaks not truly, lies.** 

Persuaded by the great names of the good men belong- 
ing to the institution, that Freemasonry was the truth and 
no Jie ; that it had a rightful claim to our attention as the 
handy work of the wise Solomon; that it deserved our 
reverence, as the giory of the first temple, and the joy of 
Christian martyrs, and saints ; we swore allegiance to it, 
as to a rightful sovereign i we submitted to its teachings, 
as to the teachings of men who had been employed by 
divine inspiration in penning the holy oracles of truth. 
But now assured itiat a more gross imposition was nevet 
practised on a Christian people, we scorn Freemasonry 
and its oaths ; and, in the name of the just One, we 
burst them asunder, as Samson burst the green withs 
and hempen cords of the treacherous Delilah. 

Our second position is like the first, viz. that an oath 
like a promise, obtained by false pretences, is void from 
the beginning. Freemasonry pretends to the sanctity of 
the pntririrchs and prophets and apostles ; it pretends to 
conlLr a most illustrious and important sncrot, able to 
make wise ; it pretends to be founded on divine revela- 
tion, and to ennoble its faithful adepts with titles of Sir 
Kniifhtj 'i'hrice Illustrious, and Most Worshipful ; niul to 
decorate its followers with trappings, like a steed :u> 
coutred for a nnfitary review. It pretends to much more, 
and in return for its honors, and its benefit.-^, Freemason- 
ry asks twenty dollars, and sonic oaths. The money is 
irrecoverable, and nmy well mough be the forfpit of our 
folly. But oaths obtained on pretences entirely false, 
which o:uhs serve only to enable the impostor to practise 
bis frauds u;)(>n otlicr men, and other generations, are not 
registered in lieaxen's hit/h chancery, are not obligatory 
upon the servant of the Most Hisfh. 

It has been a question with moralists, whether oaths, 
or promises, extorted by violence, or fear, are binding ; 
bnt we are not aware, that any writer has maintained, 
that men are morally obliged to perform an oath, or a 
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promise procured by fraud. Men are sometimes eofih 
pelled to perform such promises ; but it is id? ariably done 
with convictioo of iegtU necessity prevailing against moral 
right. 

Suppose a spirited gentleman in gorgeous attire, goes 
about proclaimiiicr, thai for a litieral fee he will confer the 
gift of second sight. One pays, and another and another. 
The public eagerly inquire, ** How dues he do it ?" 

" i'hat is a secret he made us solemnly swear not to 
tell " 

In the ardor of youth, we would learn something, if 
not have second siglu ; and apply to the gentleman with 
our ff^ti advanced. He blinds us most satisfactorily, sdL" 
eninly j)riiys an i aflminislers oath, of absolute and pro- 
found secrpcy, by the great God wlio will not hold him 
gnililess thai lakelh his nam(; in vain ; th(!!i coolly removes 
llic bandagfe from our eyes, and congratulaief? us upon the 
receipt of second siL^^iit ! Now, is that oath bindmnr upon 
the deceived VDUih ? Siiall he patiently submit to this in- 
sult uj)()n hi.s understandifiji, le;^t ho hreak his oath ? Shall 
he see fhe i^ame trick f)!aviuii, and to be played, upon 
hiHnlredsof fitlif^rs, and upon generations to come, and 
be restrained Irum warning them by a regard to his oath ? 

We say no. 'i'he tine gentleman had no rigiit to de- 
mand Llie oath. Tlie error was in submitting to take it, 
profaning the name of the? Holy One to cover an inipos* 
ture ; and no sooner do we l»ecome certain, that tlie oath 
is used to cover deceit, tlian it becomes our duty to re- 
gard the glory of God in the breach^ and not in the 
pbservanee oi that oath. 

. Now this is our second position, That Freemasonry is 
the splendid uenth'inan, who scxnres I is fee hetorehand, 
aii'i adijjinisters his oath to the liood-wuiked candidate; 
and tiien, confers the promised gift hy removing the hood 
from his eyes ! The novice is langht to enter the lodge 
in pursuit of light. B( li )ld how it is conferred upon 
him. Kneeling hooilumked before the altar immediately 
following the administration of the oath, tiic uiubter of the 
lodge asks him : 

Afa<. ** Brother, what do you most desire t" 

Novice. ** Ligfjt." (Ry help of a prompter.) 

Mas* ** Bitihreu, sui^lch fuith your hand;?, and assist 
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kk bringing this new made brother from darkness to fight." 
{Mmbtrsform a cirtU aromd ike novice with their haneh 
and right joot raised, ) 

Mas, And God said : ]et there be light, and there 
was light." At the same instant every brother claps his 
handa^ and stamps his foot, and the bandage is stipped 
from, the novia^s eyes; this brings him to light. 

Thus the sacred scripture is abused, to hallow the 
barefaced deceit of Freemasonry. 

The glory of God is advanced, not by the observance 
but by the breach of the oath, which covers this deceit; 
and the sin of profanity lies in taking God's name to 
sanction the deed of imposture : and it cannot lie in the 
exposure of that imposture. 

«« 0» let thy vow 

First made to Heaven, first be to Heaven performed; 
That is, to be the champion of the chnrrh ! 
What since thou sworest, is swurn agauistt tbyseify 
And may not he performed by ihyselt.— 
It Is religion that doth make vows kept. 
But ttiou hast sworn against religion ; 
Tbtfefore, thy laitor vows, against tby £r8t» 
la io thyself, rebeilioa to ttiyaelf.'** 

We confess we have been the dupes of this imposttire, 
to take the yoke of its obligations upon our necks; the 
good Lord help us to break that yoke, ^* like an earthen 
pitcher, that is broken in pieces ; so that there shall not 
be found in the bursting of it, a shred to take fire from the 
hearth, or to take water out of the pool to rend it so 
that no man may he able to gather up the fragments^ or 
to cement the broken pieces. 

Our third position is diverse from the two former, and 
jet equally sutficient for our defence in making all neces- 
sary use of t))e oaths and myi^teries of Freemasonry, to 
enable the candid reader to acquire a just estimate of the 
worth and character of that iustitutton. The oath is 
prefaced with words to this effect: The obhgation you 
are about to take is not to interfere with your duty to 
God, or to your country." 

Now, we say it not lightly, but witli a solemn view to 
the day when the secrets of all hearts shall be revealed. 



* KiDg JohD, Act 8d, Scene lat. 
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that any oonatrttctioo of our masonic obligation?, whicb 
prevents us from using fMiblicly the mysteries of Freenift- 
sonry, so far as is ntcrssary to show the false and dtfrw^ 
ed nature of the iitsliiutiou^ and its injurious tendency to 
infidelity and crime, does interfere with our duty both ta 
Qod and our country ; and, therefore, in an i mum josja* 
randum imponentin, by t/ie excess understanding of him 
who administered the oa^A, we were made free in the night 
of our initiation, from any such construction of its words^ 
as might ever interfere with our civil or religious duties. 

<>ttr duty to promote the glory of God, and the welfare 
of our country, bids us declare, that Freemasonry is an 
impostor ; a fraud upon its members, and upon the com- 
munity ; and, if in the further discharge of this duty, we 
bring any part of the mysteries of the institution to srip- 
port our declaration, we are not prevented by our oath : 
for tliat is never to interfere with the sacred discharge of 
our civil and relii^ioiis duty. 

Thcsn, brotfirfn, are our three positions, either of 
whicli IS ainiic sLilficient to jn'^tify our [)nl)!ic use of such 
parts oi the mysteries of rei tn i^onry as are necessary to 
expose the dangerous nature of the institution, and which 
pf)sitions altOifelher are impregnable. We sec ao lault in 
the reasonincr, no mystery, or sophistry, or chicanery, in 
the argument by which eith(?r oi' our posiiuins is main- 
tained : and eitlier ofthetn alone being sound, no brutlier 
having our matured views of the history and character of 
Freemasonry, is under the least ohh^^ation to the im- 
postor, or to withhold one jot of the fraud from ttie 
abused public. 

If iu this renunciation of Freenrisonry there seem any 
implication of tiie honor of the iVaternity, it is n<)t in- 
tended. They are imposed upon, or we are. They 
verily believe Freemasonry to be venerable for its an- 
tiquity, &,c. 4tc. But when they l>ecome satisfied, that 
we have all been made ilie (lup(\s of a shameless impos- 
ture, they, too, will feel resentuient and indiiznation for 
tiii> abuse. We think tlit^y, too, will forsake, or renounce 
it with contempt, and with thankfulness that they are at 
lentTih made free from its ruthless obligations, and from 
its impious oaths 

In this vindicutioQ of our freedom from the oaths of 
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Freemasonry, we appeal neitlier to Paley nor Burlemaque, 
to Vattel nor Puffendorf, but to the conscience of Chris- 
tians, who fear God ; to the hearts of freemen, who love 
their country : and to the common sense of men, who 
have understanding. We might lose the reader's atten- 
tion in an argument drawn from the books of civilians 
and moralists, books he may never have read. We prefer 
to draw our argument from the common sense of man- 
kind, that we may carry vvitli us the convictions of every 
heart, and stand in the conscience of every just man, 
disenthralled Ironi onr obligations to Freemasonry, as we 
are from that obligation to an impostor, which would in- 
terfere witii bringing him to a riglticous condemnation ; 
from tiicit oath to a swindler, which would prevent oar 
warning the public again^it Ins practices; from that pen- 
dty to a traitor conspiring against the liberties of our 
citizens, which would frighten us from sounding alarm, 
and from proclaiming the danger to our countrymen. 

"is this Freemasonry I It cannot be." 

We say, this is our vindication for ih^ use of some 
tfaiDgs with which we make free, and our reply upon the 
•dferarjr, who will atteiii|it in his ddbnee to plead what 
any impoefeor would plead trader like clreumstances, viz. 

these men are solemnly sworn to me; they despise their 
oatk ; their mrd is not to be taken." 

Abd, ROW, the judgment of wise men confirming oar 
own, and unanimously assenting to the soundness df the 
argument, and to the righteousness of our eonolosioiiSy we . 
aie ready to treat the oaths of Freemasonry, as a man has 
a right, both by human and divine law, to treat the mar* 
rlage oath in case of adultery. No man would hesitate 
iMtantly to repudiate a wife, whose life was stained with 
trtnsgressions against purity. Because he took soleinn, 
vows of fidelity to her before the throne of God, belie ving 
her to be pure and chaste, is he held to his marriage tow^ 
after he knows that she is an adulteress t It is not pofr 
■ihle. Freemasonry we wedded as the truth of Q^d ; wa 
repadtate it aa the falsehood of the deril. 

" Thou mayest hold a serpent by the tODg^, 

A caged lion by the mortal paw, 

A fatting tiger safer by the tooth. 

Thaa kMp hi pases the hand which thou d«it bold*'* 

8 
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We were taught to believe Freemaaoory haa virgin pa* 
rity ; bat we find it is corrupt : we were taught to believe 
thas it was founded and patronized at least three thoasaiMi 
years ago, by men acknowledged to be of God in the holy 
scriptures ; but we find it was founded in the era of the 
South Ben, Cbmpany, by men whose names are no warruit 
for truth or righteousness : we ^were taught to beHeve 
that Freemasonry is the handmaid of religion ; but we 
find that it is very far from aiding the doctrines of the 
cross of Christ; and, in an extensive and thor«Migb, a 
protracted and patient examination of the subject, we 
have found Freemasonry, by its own showing, carefiiHy 
collated from its approved writers, and books of ooDSltttt* 
tions, to be the synagogue of Satan. 

We have sworn to it in the belief which was taught us; 
we abjure it in the oonviotioiis which careful iaveatiga* 
tion has produced. We gave it the pledge of our right 
hand, believing it to be a blessing from the Lord, fraught 
with heavenly mercies ; we withdraw that pledge, upon 
finding Freemasonry to be the work of the father of lies^ 
iranght with hidden mischief. We received it as saDO* 
tioned by the best of names, both ancient and modern^ 
patriarchs and prophets, statesmen and divines ; we re* 
nounce it as the angel of light, so cunningly attired that 
he deceives even the elect. 

As oar forefathers broke tiie yoke of foreign bondage, 
80 we break the yoke of internal tyranny ; as they per- 
formed their duty to Gofl, to their posterity, and to their 
country, by renouncing their allegiance to Gcorfje TII. 
and to the British constilntion ; so we, in the tear of 
God, in the service of our country, and posterity, and 
witti a view to a day of final retribution, reaoUQCC and 
make void our allegiance to Freemasonry. 
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ON THE PRINCIPLES AND PRACTICE OF THE MASONIC 

INSTITUTION. 

Jixtractof a letter addressed to the Committee o f tiw. Worcester County Cofi' 

teOUon by Fliny Merrick, Lsq. 

Why it bns boen,timt so many men of disting^uished at- 
tainmeiiL^, sliould, in difFerent <^PTieration*«, have devoted 
their lime and lent their reputation in support of specu- 
lative Freemasonry, I cannot now coniprehond. The 
sense of shame that they voluntarily stibniiitod to tlie prac- 
tices of masonic ceremonials, after they hud been found 
to be "trifles light as air," may have prevailed with 
some ; others may perhaps have been unwillinfj to de- 
stroy those anticipations, rcsnltin«T from the mutual pledg- 
es of fraternal assistance which is one of the g^reat char- 
acteristics of the cnift, of pers onal ati . antage in tlie prose- 
cution of their schemes of business or projects of ambi- 
tion. Some miiy have felt themselves restrained by re- 
spect for the venerated individuals whom they have 
known to have given the sanction of their membership 
to the institution ; others, influeticed by a long line of 
examples, may have tacitly yielded without a struggle to 
its yaonted pretensiona to great antiquity, and to a lofty 
character for science, benevolence and morality. It is 
probable that a still greater class has entertained a vagne 
and undefined, but gloomy and shuddering belief, that the 
obligations of Freemasonry are binding upon the con- 
science — ^that its penalties have power over the body, and 
its oaths over the soul ; and have felt as if it would be 
sacrilege, and known that it would be dangerous, to 
break tbe seal of its profound and cherished mysteries. 
Whatever may have been the cause, the fact is unques- 
tionable, that multitudes have been subdued to a heavy 
and lamentable thraldom. A wide and almost universal 
despotism has prevailed ; and while its dominion has con- 
stantly kept in view those appalling imprecations which 
every mason has invoked upon his own disregard of the 

mystic tie," it is not strange that a corresponding feel- 
ing should have been infused into many minds, that pun- 
ishment for its violation would be sure, and its infliction 
meritorious — The better lights of our own times have 
vastly weakened, and to a great extent overcome, those 
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debasing feelings. But there are still those wbo do not 
hesitate to denounce a separation from Freemasonry as a 
crime ; and even since our late convention in WorcesteTi 
il has been said, that it will not do for a seceder fron 
that Institution to brave ike indignation of the two thoii> 
aand active men, now its members in the County of Wor* 
cester. 

It has been the custom of the fraternity to speak of the 
venerable age of their Institution; and to boast that 
through the long lapse of ages, it has sustained its char- 
acier, its identity, and its principles, without change or 
modification. Recent investigations have dented and 
disproved its claims to antiquity ; but without discussing 
the question of its age, it may be remarked, that those 
claims, if they could be substantiated, would afford no 
proof of its fitness or of its adaptation to the present 
times. Whatever is the work of man is susceptible of 
improvement. The inarch of mind, like that of time, is 
onward; and it would be as wise in the present jrenera- 
tion to give up the steam engine and the mariner's com- 
pass, by which the elements are conquered and oceans 
traversed in safely, for the shore-bound orir boats of the 
ancients, as to adopt with thoughtless and debasing cce* 
dulity their formal arid nnnbrous institutions. 

It is, howLu or, altogetiier unnecessary to speak of the 
age, or the origin, of Speculative Freemasonry. — For 
whatever purpose it was contrived, or at whatever period 
its cumbrous formalities were inijinsf d on the world, it 
ought to be enouiih to insure its rejecuon, that it posses- 
ses neither [)recept nor principlet^, pccMliiir to itself, which 
are now either necessary or useful. — \V hatever is valua- 
ble in any of the abstract truths which it has contrived to 
incorporate with its system, luid with which it has hith- 
erto too successfully concealed the clumsy machinery of 
its mysteries, is equally well known and much better 
taught, without the pale of the institution. Of itself, 
strictly speaking, it possesses neither the nieans of alTord- 
ing gratification, or of imparting knowledge. 

Of its sources of agreeable entertainment, it is perhaps 
almost too triflinsr to speak. It possesses indeed small 
power in this particular. Of the hours which are spent 
when, in iu own itichuical language, the craft are called 
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from labor to refreshment, there is nothing pecn)i;ul y invit- 
ing, unless it may be supposed, that the uncommon luhicsd 
of the precedinfr work may have creatf^d an unusual /.rst 
for the exc!t( tuoiits ef tlie flagon. Social intercourse 
liurely cannot I)" ili-,^ m')re agreeable, because the ligature 
of companionship is an oaih of lidelity, instead of that cor- s 

sympathy which springs from common pursuits, and 
kmdred feelings, and relined sensibilities. The pageant- 
ry, which throws its attractive drapery around tlie ])rocced- 
ings of a lodge, is as idle, as it is fictitious; and lis lofty 
pretensions to grandeur, its gaudy display of rank and 
titles, ought to aflbrd but little satisfaction to the plain 
simplicity of a republican people. Quite as little enti- 
tled to regard is there in the actual occupations of the 
fraternity in their secret sessions. The unvaried and 
unmeaning forms of oj)tining and closing the lodjie are 
cold and heartless. Its initiations mingle the ridiculous 
\¥ith the piiiiital. A half dressed novitiate is led roaud 
with mock solemnity, to exhibit his grotes(]ue appearance 
to those who have gone before him, sometimes the object 
of their speculation, but oftener the sport of levity ,* and a 
weak and vain and boisterous gratification is often ex- 
tracted from the awkward surprise and miserable disap- 
pointment, which are 1 belie? e uniformly exhibited by the 
tondfolded candidatei when he is brought to light, and 
'^scorers the matchless vanity of the bubble, to which so 
nach formidable preparation and pomp of ceremony hat 
iotrodvced him. 
But Freemasonry assumes higher claims ; it arrogates 

10 hself extraordinary wisdom ; and affirms that it is of 
itself a science, and that its secret and inviolable signs 
have become an universal language. No proposition can 
bs more utterly without foundation. The members of 
the fraternity, who travel in our own country only, find 

11 difficult to make themselves intelligible to their breth- 
ren in its different parts on account of the variations in 
the forms and ceremonies which different lodges have 
adoipted. And it is worthy of remark, that itinerant lec- 
turers have, at drflerent times, been commissioned by the 
several grand lodges to pass through the country, to give 
such instructions as would enable the fraternity to ob- 
serve something like uniibrmity in the practice of the 

8* - 



Digitized by Google 



00 nmawM as wmw a u wmmT , 

vitesy <MmiiOBtti, and Mrets of an Invlkatioii^ whidi 
lioasts that it has been iamMitable for ages. 

AH other preteusioDS that this Instttiition is of itsdf a 
aoienoe, or that it is the. depository of vakiable inforw^ 
tion» are equally a inere gratuttoas aasamption.-— Indeed 
if Speculative Freemasonry were to perish to^y, and aU 
knowledge of its forms, rites, ceremonies, proceedings, 
and secrets, were at once obliterated from the OMnery of 
mankind, I know of no useful or desirable fact, or doo 
trine, or theory, which would be lost to the world. Jts 
lables are far less valuable than the ingenioQS tal^s with 
which modern literature amuses the expanding minds of 
infancy ; and as for its sciMiee, it is but a shadow and a 
pretence. The operative mechanic never goes to itsii^ 
stroctions or its archives for aoy assistance : the matho^ 
matician would seek there in vain for a solution of the 
problems of geometry — the science on which it professes 
to be founded. The historian cannot find auMmg its idle 
fictions the materials for the narrative of the manners and 
< actions of men ; and the speculations of philosophy 
would be vain indeed, if they embraced nothing but the 
knowledge contained within its barren circle. Some 
simple truths, of which few men in any enlightened age 
can be found ignorant, is the utmost reach of instruction, 
to be deduced from the lectures of masonry. Tiiose lec^ 
tures, with which it has been the pride of many masons to 
incumber the memory, givo information only of such hum- 
blf* truths, as that tiie sun rules the day, and the moon 
governs the night ; that chalk is a convenient substance 
with which to make marks on the wall; that ignited 
cliarcoal creates a fervent heat; and that the eartli brings 
forth its fruits in due season — truths which, loner before 
they are unfolded to the Entered Apprentice in the lodrre, 
are learnt hy lisfiinor cliildiiood from its own observation. 
How idle to auj)poj?e, that tiie royal monarch of Israel, 
whose chief glory was wisdom, could have invnnted and 
transmitted to |>osterity a system so ftoor and barren as 
this ! If there were indeed sutiicient evidence to prove 
that he did so, the veneration which has been accorded 
to his wisdom would dwindle into contempt^ and hia £Eune 
would be tarnished forever. 

Freemasonry has found^ and. still iinds^ many advrocates 
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Ibr its cause on the ground that it is an association for 
the purposes of benevolence mui charity. It is not, iiow- 
ever, to be for^ffottdu, tfuil its cliantics are mostly of a 
narrow [irul seitk-^h cliaractcr ; and tliat it f)ays little re- 
gard tu that broad rule of Cliristian benevoieiice w hich 
finds a neighbor in every victim of sorrow and distress. 
There are, besides, difficulties in the very organization 
and coQstruction of this institution, which must necessa- 
rily greatly curtail its means of charitable assistance. It 
collects certainly great funds by means of its fees for in- 
itiation ; but it has great expenses too. It mast have its 
own appropriate temples ; its deeoniions must be geor- 
gesos, to correspond with the high soonding titles of its 
digDitaries, Chaiity vaunteth not itself; bat masonry is 
every where puffed up. If its theory is right, its conw 
pUcsted organisattoD, its schemes of grandeur, and its 
oecasioDS of display, disarm it of its means; and accord* 
ingiy, it has been the expeiienoe, I believe, of all our 
kdges, that the donttioDS for benevolent purposes have 
heen extremely limited. Go where we may, to the city 
or the village, and eaamioe the records of the treasury, 
•nd far lass will be found to have, been contributed to 
suffering humanity from its resources, than from the 
humUe and unpretending ataosiations of Samaritans by 
its side. This is an evil necessarily resulting from th« 
tttstitudon itself. The funds which are gathered, as it 
affects, for the sacred purposes of charity, it compels its 
members to waste in idle decorations and profitless bao- 
Uhl The jewels which glitter on the bosoms of its 
piests, and the diadem which sparkles on the brow of 
lis kings, are abstracted by its very organiaaticw from the 
tieasury of the poor; but they are far from inspiring 
apcstolic disinterestedness >in the one, or of inducing 
loyal muBificenee in the otiier. Whenever Freemasonry 
is thoroughly known and candidly considered, it will 
never be pronounced a useful, philanthropic or charitable 
institutioo. 

Freemasonry claims also to be the handmaid of vir* 
ton ; but it is a claim which its intrinsic merits cannot 
MShun. Of instructions in morality, it may be safely af- 
firmed, that its bookjs and lectures and secrets afford but 
a poor and scanty auppiy. T.boae books indeed which 
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tie pubUslied by auAhority of the lodgev, as tn exposition 
4i£ iu exteffDAi charaeteristicSi contain many valuable ob- 
aerfatioBB, tboogh not so remarkabJe as eter to have^a^ 
traeted or deaerved very high praise ; and its Ieeteie% 
preserved heretoibrey ai is supfMsed, by tradition, occa- 
tionaliy indicate a moral. But miserable indeed would 
be the ooadition of mankiod, if their hopes of moral im* 
provement, and their immortal desires of goodness, were 
supplied only with the ligbl whicli gleams from the faint 
beams of Speoolatire f^masoory. Mingled with ita 
mass of uiimeaning fom and unprofitable cefeoofty, a 
fiiw soattered passages selected from the scriptoree^ and a 
few good thoughts collected chiefly from other writers, 
are ocoasionally presented ; but in the rubbish of its own 
peculiar characteristics, they are little better than the 
talent, which was wrapped in a napkin and hidden in the 
earth. 

But it is no lonj^er to be disguised or concealed, that 
this show of morality is i)at the banner on its outward 
wall." It has other and decided peculiarities, which 
prove it is not a moral institution ; and which leave it 
an ohjf'ct of doubt and dread — if UiA of detestntion. It 
assu in the midst of society, arnl in the face of gov- 
ernin nt, to impose oaths and obligations, which bind its 
members to feelings narrow, selfish, and excln^ive ; more 
than that^ — which bind them to that at which patriotism 
ought to shudder, and integrity start back abashed. 
When it is considered, that this institution, of its own 
power, assumes to administer oaths which are to be bind- 
ing above all other obligations; that those oaths, adminis- 
tered to every man who becomes a member, are filled 
with the most awful and appalling penalties ; that under 
those peiuilties the members are required an(] bound to 
** conform to all the by-laws, rules and regulations of the 
lodge," without any exception m tlivor of the laws of the 
land ; " to keep the secrets of a brotlier inviolable "to 
espouse the cause of a compauioa ao far as to extricate 
hnn froin difficulty, whether right or wrong to refrain 
from tlic disclosure of his crimes whatever they may be, 
and to exLricaLe iiim from evory difficulty, though he \m 
a ' murderer or a traitor and to warn Intn of. and de» 
ftbfud him against every danger — when ail these ihiiigs ar»* 



uiyiii^cu by GoOglc 



OPINIONS ON FaE£MA80IIRY. 



93 



considered, it is vain, and worse than vain, to «ay, that 
Freemasonry is a mora! institution. It strikes at the 
root of every thing that is good ; it breaks u}> liie great 
cause of country, and prostrates the still greater cau«e of 
virtue. It bid:; its members unite in the defence ot lla- 
grant crime ; and to forbear from exposing to violated 
law, and injured Jiumanity, the felon or the traitor, if 
they too are but of the fellowship of the craft. Surely its 
pretensions to virtue, and its self praised morality is but 
the song of the syren to allure ; but when its victim is 
once bound by its heart-rending oaths, and his mind is 
shackled with apprehensions of its daring and awful ob- 
ligations, it then carries him to deeds of darknest^-shows 
htm bis brother and his companion in every act of base- 
ness and treachery — bids him behold the assassins dag- 
ger, yet reeking in the blood of its f ioleaee, and watch 
the foul conspiracy of his country's desolation^ and then 
stifles and overwhelmns his most anxious wish to speak 
hut a word (or justice — for' patriotism — for humanity — 
with menaces of the dreadful vengeance of masonic pen- 
ilties. 

I speak only of the institution and its |irinci|^e8y and 
not of the members of the masonic fraternity. Wicked 
as such oaths are, and corrupting as they most be, it k 
ouise of most grateful reflection to believe, that they have 
not frequently, in cases of flagrant criminality been ob- 
served. There has been a practical disregard of them 
every where within the circle of my own observation ; 
and I have never known a culprit escape, or a felon 
sftved| because he has given and taken the grip of a ma- 
Bon. But in rendering this justice to its members, I make 
no concession to Freemasonry. Its requirements are as 
positive, as its laws are arbitrary and its requirements 
crael. The savage warriors of the dark ages, whose 
hrutai violence may have been looked back to as a fit 
example for the formation of this institution, might have 
deemed it a virtue, to have followed with scrupulous ex- 
actness such requisitions as are demanded of the craft; 
but they only could bear such feelings in the bosom, 
whose minds were ignorant, and whose moral sense was 
never informed; or whose understandings were betrayed 
by phrenzy and madness. Instances of eilraordinary 
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perrerskm of the intdlcfot, and of ruinous infataatioa 
wrought by the awful imprecations of masonic oaths^ 
have undoubtedly occurred. To this cause is to be re- 
ferred the abduction and the immolation of William 
Morgan. That that man was torn from bis family and 
• from society, and was finally sacrificed by ihfuriated and 
desperate members of the fraternity, can no longer be 
made a question. The evidence is full — complete — irre- 
sistible. To nothing else can be referred that horrid 
slaughter, but the baleful influence of masonic obligations. 
Happily for us all, that deed, almost without a name, 
stands a rare, as it is an appalling example. But may we 
not justly fear, that the same cause, which has once de- 
luded and overwhelmed so many minds, as were certainly 
engaged in that nefarious transaction, may again produce 
its etfect, when the hour shall arrive that masonic ven- 
geance shall again demand her blow 1 

There is probably little, if any evidence, that Freema- 
sonry has essentially affected the political transactions, or 
interfered in the adjudications of the bench or the jury in 
the judicial tribunals, of our Commonwealth. It may, 
"however, and it would be strange if it were otlierwise, 
have occasionally produced effects imperceptibly. In the 
few years in which I have known it by experience, I 
have seen nothing to justify an opinion, tliat its baleful 
influence has been rneddhnij with the politics, the re- 
ligion, or the hw3 of the land. Others, in whose inrl^- 
mentlfecl that it is safe to confide, have informed me that 
their experience in this respect does not correspond with 
•mine ; and from the nature of tlie obli [rations of the craft, 
it seems not improbable in itself While tlie character of 
its obligations, and tlie nature of the bond which consti- 
tutes the association, render such interference probable 
in itsf>lf, there is direct proof, than in other countries, it 
has ( \i K ised a prevailing and powerful influence. Who 
can doubt, that during the disastrous times of the French 
resolution, Freemasonry was exerting its full sliarc of 
power amid the sanguinary scenes which stained the 
wli tlu face of Europe with blood. Later still, in the 
convulsions with which Italy was torn, Freemasonry 
lighted the torch, and the sword of the Red Cro'^s Knight 
leaped from its scabbard at the command of the encamp- 
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ment. And we know that now, the energies of a young 
Republic in our own hemisphere, and on our own imme- 
diate border^, are wasted in civil discord under the ban- 
ners of the craft. And nearer still, the ancient parties 
of the great Slate, on the western limits of our own 
Commonwealth, have been broken to atoms, by an event 
produced by the unhallowed conspiracy of many masons 
hnked together by no other ties than their fraternal 
obligatiou^i . and tlicre, an excitement has been produced, 
which they who aiaoug us adhere to the institution, and 
they also who kno .v little and have thought less of it, are 
deploring as untimely and unnecessary. Let us not be 
deceived — the like causes will produce the like eMects. 
Tlie time may come, and jiorhaps is not now far distant, 
when the same nialio-nant miluence wiiich has iMirhted 
other hopes, and scattered elsewhere the seeds of confu- 
sion and desolation, may be in the midst of us ; corrupt- ' 
ing the fountains of justice, and polluting the sources of 
political power. Can it be, that the evils which others 
have felt, shall speak no warning to us ? or must it be, 
that, deaf to the cries a\ Inch aiu pouring in on every 
side, and blind to the eficcts which have been elsewhere 
wrought, we are to wait until desolation at home ibhuli 
arouse our vigilance and urge us to our duty 1 

You perceive, gentlemen, that I have spoken with 
great freedom of the institution of Freemasonry. I have 
deuied the pretensions to eateem which it assumeSy and 
denounced it as unworthy of being permiUed to rmain 
u a rock of offence among os. And yon most have 
noticed, that it doing ao, I Imve adverted to topics, which 
coald ha?e been discussed only aAer the secret recesses 
of the institutbn had been laid bare. That baa already ^ 
been fully done. It is vain— useless — false — to deny it. 
The publication prepared by William Morgan«-the mar- 
tyr whose life paid the ibrfeit of his broken obligations—* 
discJosed all that could be disclosed of the secrets of th« 
iirateraityy as far as he wrote : and since his immolation , 
the work has been pursued by pure and able and faithful 
hands, until there* remains little or nothing to be told* 
The testimony in proof of the truth >of these disclosures 
is as full as human testimony can be ; and I add in mj 
own language to our GoaTontioB, " that my awn tesli- 
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mony cannot alter it. They who will not believe it after 
a full and candid examination, would and could not 
believe me; neither, in my otiiiii on, would they believe, 
thoufrh one should rise from tlie dead. " — But i seek not 
to srirink from any responsibility in this hi^h and solemn 
cause : and at whatever hazard, and in detiance of every 
consequence, I affirm, that havin«T myself heen admitted 
to the degree of a Royal Arch Mason, and to the several 
preceding degrees, as far as I have heretofore advanced in 
the degrees of masonry, the disclosure of the secrets of 
Freemasonry, as contained m the volume published by 
Ddv id Bernard, a clergyman of the Baptist denomination, 
entitled ** Light on Masonry," is true— that the Innny, 
ceremonies, lectures, and oaths contained in that book 
are subsianiially as I myself received them ; and ns I 
have, again and again, seen and heard them, in the bodies 
of regular lodges and chapters, communicated and admin- 
istered to others. 

I believe that the imttttKion of Freemasonry ought no 
longer to exist: lamenting, as I most sincerely do, that I 
have ever been connected with H, and that a voluntary 
assumption of its obligations has Jeft me only the paiofid 
alternative, of submitting to its slavery, or of bursting its 
bonds, and thus exposing myself to the reproaches of 
those who still adhere to it, and of those also who believe 
that, if it be not as exalted and virtuous as it pretends, h 
is at least harmless and innocent, I can find consolation 
only in the hope, that I may be the humble ittstrumenf of 
attracting some portion of the public attention to the 
great cause, which I trust will prosper till the final over- 
throw and the utter extinction of Freemasonry shall be 
accomplished. I come forward in no spirit of hostility 
towards any of the members of the fraternity. I revere 
th^ venerable men whose names are recorded on its roNs. 
There are those also, in the circle of my own aeqoaki^ 
ance, now members of this institution, towards whom I 
have cherished, and still cherish, no other but sentimettts 
of respect, and feelings of afiection. Whatever maybe 
the emotions of their minds, no animosity or iU wiU emte 
in mine ; and I ask only, that if our communion has ever 
hitherto been gratefol, they will do me the justice to 
believe, that 1 now spetk witk a siMifity» oeMinly efoel. 
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and with a degree of reflection and meditation far greater, 
tiian i ever sjwke to them betbre. Let them iniite with 
us ; and let the poo])!*' be all awakened to a sense of the 
neces.sjiy of exertions lor the removal of an evil, hitherto 
little suspected, but which may in the end become an eo- 
gine of destruction. 

It IS vatn and idle to expect, that an institution which 
has spread iiJ^tilt abroad into many lands, whose ramifica- 
tini)-: have reached the heart of almost every countrv, ii? to 
be extinjTuished without man? effbits. Tiwy who calcu- 
late that it will fall of itself and cnimhle to decay, reckon 
not upon the interest which is eali.sted in its support. It 
will yet withstand many shocks; but if the people are 
trne to themselves, and to the best interests of their 
country, and of their posterity who are to inherit it, they 
will unite in the common cause, and move forward 
*' through good report and through evil report," till the 
^rent end of the extinction of Speculative Freemasonry is 
iuliy, finally, and happily accomplished. 



Since the publication of the foregoing letter, there has appeared in 
the Free Press," an interesting correspondence, on the nature of 
the Royal Arch obligation, between the author and Mr. Olivfr, a 
member of the Mas8achui<ctts Anti-Ma«»onic Convention, from Lynn. 

The letter having been read by Mr. Oliver, to a friend of his, who 
was a Royal Arch mason, objection was made only to that part of it 
which had reference to the Royal Arch ohlliiation. [See page 92.] 
On the reading of that passage, he iinhesitdiingly declared the state- 
ment therein contained a Ue^ and tliat the author, on writing it, kneiv 
it to be so. A letter was accordingly addressed to the author, with 
a " view of ascertaining whether the literal meaning of the Royal 
Arch obligation, was capable of a construction flint could justify such 
a declaration, or wt^ther it was of such doubtful import as to b« 
liable to ambiguous siguitiration.** ^ 

Hm foUowing is Mr. McaaiCK's Reply ^ 

Woreesteff January S, t890. 

DtAtt Sir, — Yoor letter of ttie 2d insl. was duly re« 
eeived ; and I have availed mytMlf of the earliest time I 
C»«(d eomniand to reply to its contents. 

Yea mfbm me^ thai a ** FreemaeoD of aound jadgnenl 
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and good understanding/' declared to you, lhat that part 
of Diy letter of the 1 7th Dec. to the Worcester Commit- 
tee, relating to the Royal Arch obligation, was ** a lie 
and that if X was a Koyai Arch Masoo, I koew it waa 

" a lie." 

I have certainly been a Royal Arch Mason ; and I as 
certainly know that my statement relative to the oaths 
taken by masons of tliat derrrf'c are true. In reply to 
your inquiry, if there be any " ambiguitv'' in the terms 
of lhat oath, I cannot place the subject ni a better light 
bnforc you, than to extract from the ol)lii^ation the several 
parts of it, in the very words in vvhicli it is administered. 
The whole oath is quite Vn\g ; but its several parts are 
distinct passajes and complete sentences of themselves; 
and the sense of each of Us clauses is in no way atl'ected 
by l>eing separated from the rest ol the ubligatioo. The 
extracts are as follows. 

1. 1 J urtharmure promise and swe.ar^ that T inill sup» 
port the C(>/L<titntion of the General Grand Km/a/ Arch 
C/iOjjftr of the United States of America^ and also the 
constitution of the Grand Knyal Arch Chapter of the Slate 
under which this Chapter is held, and conform to all the 
hy-latns, rules and regulations of thi^^ or any other Chap* 
ttr oj wluck T may hereafter become, a member.** 

2. ** I furthcrmon pnnitisc and sicear^ that I will aid 
and assist a companion Royal xirch Mason, when euL^fi' 
ged in any difficulty, and espouse his cause, so far as to 
extricate him from, the same^ if in power, whether he 
kt right or wrong." 

3. " I furthermore promise and swear, that a companion 
Royal Arch Mason's secrets, ^iven to me in rJtnrge as 
suchf and J knowinii them to be ^urk, shall remain as 5C- 
cure and inviolable m my breast as in his own^ murder 
and trtasun not excepted.*' 

To my mind, nothing can he more explicit, than the 
several clauses of the Royal Arch Mason's oath, which I 
have here extracted. 1 cannot perceive the least ambi- 
guity ; nor how they can be ** capable of a construction 
that could possibly justify the declaration," that niy state- 
ment to the Worcester ubnvention was " a lie." 

The obligation is positive, *'to conform to the bjr* 
lawfl^ rules and regulations of the chapter ;" and no men- 
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tion of the laws of the land. And for an^ht I can see, if 
it shall ever so hap[)en, that the laws of the State and the 
by-laws of the chapter shall conflict with each other, a 
Royal Arch mason is hound by the terms of the obligation 
to disregard and disobey the laws of the government, in 
order that he may " cotiform to the by-laws, rules and 
regulations of the chapter." 

The obligation of a Royal Arch mason is in its language 
perfectly explicit; and the express provision, "murder 
and treason not excepted," evinces too clearly, to admit 
of misconstruction, the nature and chaj*acter of those 
secrets, which are to remain in the bosom of him to 
whom they are coniiniinicated, as inviolable as they are 
in his own. It necestadiiiy comprehends his crimes, 
whatever ihry may be. 

The obli^aUtMi to aid and assist a companion Royal 
Arch mason is in the broadest terms. That aid and 
assistance is to be afforded to a companion when he is in 
^any" difficulty; and bis cause, whether " rioht or 
WRONG," is to be espoused, so far as that he may be ex- 
tricated from that difficalty. If this obligation does not, 
in its own terms, require that in every diffictiity a Royal 
Arch mason shall be aided and assisted until he is ef- 
fectually extricated, I confess 1 know of no language 
which could express that intention. 

In fine, I see nothing in the terms of the Royal Arch 
mason's oath which is of such doubtful import as to be 
liable to ambiguous interpretation." 

To the accuracy of the extracts which I have made, as 
well as to the disclosures generally of the secrets of Free- 
masonry, my character for veracity is pledged. How far 
that evidence is sufficient, I leave to others to determine-^ 
not presuming myself to estimate its weight. But whether 
my testimony is of any avail or not, there is a mass of 
evidence before the public, which is full and conclusive ; , 
and I hesitate not to affirm, that if any fact was ever 
satisfactorily proved by human testimony, the truth of the 
disclosures of the oaths and obligations of Freemasonry 
is completely established by evidence already In possession 
of the public. 

I cannot therefore but feel great surprise, when I learn 
thai any man^ eustitining a' reputable character in th9 



Digitiiica by Google 



100 



onmoNS oir FRssKASoirET. 



eommtiDtty, denies that the oaths and ohligations quoted 
by me, in my letter of the 17th ult. from the work of Mr. 
Bernard, entitled ** Light on Masoory," are administered 
io lodges and chapters of Freeoiasons. What those 
oaths are, it is possible and probable, that many^ who 
have been initiated, never fully understood, or have 
wholly or partially forgotten. But how, when they are 
quoted, such men can deny their truth, I cannot pretend 
to explain, nor am X able to perceive. It may be also 
that, in some instances, the more obnoxious parts of these 
oaths may have been omitted by the presiding officer ia 
admitting a candidate; and if so, such a person, if he has 
ever otherwise been instructed, may fairly and honestly 
make such a denial. Whether instances like these have 
occurred or not, 1 am unable to determine ; 1 can only 
say, that wherever I have been, 1 believe that no such 
omissions have occurred. 

Without bein<y influencrd by animosity against any 
menibcr of the Fraternity, 1 feel at liberty to observe, tliat 
wfiile any man continues to be attached to the institution 
of IVee masonry, and is influenced by the obligations of 
secrecy which it confessedly imposes, he is not, and 
cannot be, upon the subject of its oaths, a disinterested 
or nnpartial witness ; for if, in a ^iscust^ion upon tbat 
point upon wliich he voluntarily enters, he does not deny 
the truth of tbe disclosures of secediiig masons, his very 
silence is, to some extent, an acknowledgement of their 
correctness. Wliat else then, in such a situation, can he 
do, wbo lias bound himself by oliliiiations, whicti be still 
deems bindinii and sacred, forever to conceal and never 
to reveal" tbe secrets of Freeniasonrv, but to hazard a 
positive denial tbat those secrets are disclosed ? 

There is a topic, not adverted to in your letter, and 
perbaps not altogetlier connected with it, to wbicii 1 wish 
briedy to advert, before I close. You have undoubtedly 
observed, that tbe fjreat stress of denial, wben a denial of 
the truth of tbe oatbs required of initiates into the masonic 
institution, as disclosed by secedincr masons, is asserted, 
rests mainly upon the obligation alieged to be taken by 
Roval Arcfi innsons. I have never yet beard anv one 
intimate a denial of that, wbich has been publisiied as 
the oaih taken by a master mason upon his admissioa ta 
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the third degree. One of the clauses of that oath is io 
the following words, to wit 

I furthermore promise and swear^ that a roaster ma- 
son's secrets, given me in charge as such, and I knowing 
them to be such, shall remain as secure and inviolable in 
my breast as in his own, when communicated to me, 
murder and treason only excepted, and they left to my 
own election." 

The addition to the words ** murder and treason only 
exi^epted" point out, too clearly to admit of any mistake^ 
the nature of the secrets which a master mason is to keep 
inviolable. They must be his crimes as well as his other 
concerns of a confidential character. This seems to me 
to be the obvious, and necessary, and only reasonable 
construction. And may not this construction be held to 
be certain, from the very nature of the penalty — the 
penalty of death ^which he who takes this obligation 
imprecates upon himself in the event of the violation of 
his oath t — For my own part, I see but a shade of diP* 
ference, and that scarcely worthy of notice in a moral 
point of view, whether a mason swears with him of the 
third degree to keep all his secrets inviolable, " murder 
and treason onff/ excepted, and those left to his own elec- 
tion," or with him of the seventh^ to keep all those secrets 

murder and treason not excepted." 
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OPINION OF HON. C. D. GOLDEN,* UPON THE CHARIC* 
T£R AND TENDENCY OF FREEMASONRY. 

A. replij to the letter of Col Ru'.fiard Varick, Thonuis Fexmiden, Erq. and 
Haamd St. Jolm, Eaq. ; a ComnUUee af^mted al a meeting oj cilizau m 
New YorfcfUyaddrew kimmUtesubjtet. 

Genlb men^ — \ do nut think i ouglit to object to com* 
muriicatc in lliiii manner, llie sentiments 1 have long lield, 
aod liave frequenii^ expressed, in relation tu Freernajsoiiry. 

It is Irne that I liave been a mason a great uuiiiber of 
ypars, and tiiat i liave held very high masonic uiFices and 
iioiii*rs. It is equally true that 1 have for a long time 
ceased to have any connexion vvuli the institution, because, 
I have believed, and do iio^v believe, it is productive of 
inucli more evil than gO(>d. It is aiiso true tiiat I have on 
iiu 111 occasion hesitated to express this it nt irnent. 

1 would not do any tlung inconsistent w lUi any i>biiora- 
tion I may have, however uiconsiileraleiy, assumed. But 
I know nothing of masonry to render it so horrible as it 
woulil be in my estimation, if it obliged me to be sdent 
when I thought its influences were pernicious. It would 
be detestable if it did not leave me at liberty to wara 
others fronn following my example in becoming a member 
of ao institution, of which from its very nature, 1 must 
hafe been ignorunt until I was initiated, and of which, a 
just estimate can only be formed from experience. 

I shall disclose none of the secrets of masonry, (if it 
now has any secrets,) nor shall I say any thing inconsi9> 
tent with what is due to the eminent living, and illastriomi 
dead, whose names are recorded as members of the fra- 
ternity. I have had a just pride in being associated with 
many of these, and now feel that I make a sacrifice in 
pursuing a course which may separate me from men, lor 
whose pu^e motives and righteous principles, I shall never 
cease to entertain the most profound respect. 

Discussions and expositions of the principlesof masonrj^ 
of its origin/its religion, its morals, and its science, h&Te 
not been considered as betraying any obligation ; but on 



* Mr. Coldeo was fprmerly Mayor of the of New Tork» taA 
'iboaiiiembor of CoajroM. . 



the contrary, havo been sanctioned by the hitrbest masonic 
autlionly. it io true that, till of late, mason l y fias always 
been a theme of panegyric; but if the advocates of the 
insituiioii are free to speak of lis merits, it cannot be a 
vioiatiou oi dtity in those who hold difi'eieni opinious, to 
ejq)ress them wuh becornin^r respect and deference. 

I desire tiiat it should l)e understood, that the senti- 
ments 1 now eniertaui on this subject, do not result from 
the alleged murder of Moriran. It is true this horrible 
event has induced me to think more, and more seriuusly, 
than I should otherwise have done, of the society ; but I 
have long entertained my present opinion, that a man who 
would eschew oil tvil^ should nut be a freemason. Per- 
haps I cannot jjive a strf>nger evidence tii.u this is not an 
opinion recently formed tlian to mention that my son, by 
my M^hice, has never joined the tValernity. 

I e :iniir>t mention tlie de[)Kjrable event to which I have 
referred, without exculj)aiinfi, so far as any thing I can 
say will do it, the masonic fraternity from any participa- 
tion in that outrage. For a long time I did not believe 
that Morgan had been put to death. But I find myself 
obliged to yield to the force of evidence. I yet entertain 
the most entire confidence that the fraternity did not [)ar- 
ticipate in this crime. On the contrary, 1 dg not doubt 
but that all the guilt of that transaetlotf is confined to 
those in fatuated men who assailed and slew him. The 
rest of the craft, 1 am entirely convinced, are as innocent 
of the blood of Morgan as I am. 1 fully believe that they 
Imld the perpetrators in just abhorrence ; they would 
joice if the guilty were discovered, and would aid ia 
bringing the murderers to condign panisbment.* 



* We Ycry imiph re^t the mistake of Mr. Cotden on thia subject, 
for a mistake it certainly is, aUhough eaiiily accounted for. Mr. C. 
confesses frankly hi -t dislike lo the instlttitinn, and his /lishelief for 
some time of the murder of MGr<ran. Had Mr. C. perused the pub- 
lic docuiiieots, he could immediately have had no doubt. The same 
cause, it seems, has produced a similar eflect— that ia, a mbtake m 
the part of Mr. C. touching the iostiiution bein^ not implicaied ia 
the gross outrages committed. We will however no farther contra- 
dict Mr. C. nor aniiripate the puhlic opinion. We ask candid men 
to examine the public trials ; the conviciions under them ; to con- 
sider tbe perjuriet committed by bmsods to iorseu tbe guilty ; to rs- 
fleet upon the numbsis indicted, syipectod» and csUsd as evidcacs^ 
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I do not believe that those who con^mitted this crime, 
bad atiy iiUeiition to take the man s life when they first 
assailed him. Under the influence of mi c ntfiusiasm winch 
the forms an (J my^^ieries oi" maeinir}' arc no JikeJy to ex- 
cite? in weak minds, they thought it would be meritorious 
to iiiliict i>ome punishment for what they considered his 
delinquency. But they proceeded from step to step, until 
they found they had involved themselves in a responsi- 
bility that would be ruinous, if Morgan should be left to 
eall them to account. A frantic interpretation of their 
masonic obligations, and their fears, assisted, probably, 
by corporal stimolants, led them to atain their hands with 
the blood of their victim. 

If these conjectures be well founded, however little 
they will extenuate the crime of the murderers, the proof 
of auch facts, would exonerate the great body of the craft 
from any participation in the guilt. But an institution, 
the forms, or obligations, or mysteries of which, can be 
io perrerted, or so misunderstood, even by the weakest 
minds, as to induce a belief, that it may be meritorious 
Co murder an apostate brother, no good man, on due con** 
aideratiou and reflection, can think deserving of his conn* 
tenance and support. 

If it be asked, what are the advantages of masonry ? 
It seems to me the answer may be given in these very 
lew words : It often, by its charity, relieves the distressed. 
But at what an enormous expense is this charity dispens* 
ed t When all the machinery of lodges, gratid lodges, 
chapters, encampments, councils, visiters, &c. dl&e. is ta- 
ken tttlo consideration, it must he obvious, that the chari- 
table contributions of masons are but trifles in compari- 



•n maffoiip, and ftti aiming at the acquittal of the party trfe(l,'~and 

then -Jay. if only a few were concerned, — or rather to aay, if the In* 
Ptit^itioi) U .not fairly implicated in the puilt of Mor^an'p .Th'Inrtion 
and iiiurder ; — for if (he crimes for which they were convu ted had 
not been approved by the infttitution, how comes it that all tho^ie 
CMivicted and aentenced to imprisonment for their cHmea, nhouid 
not have been expelled from Indies ? ifinr on (he contrary, ^o far 
from beins expelled, they have lte( n cx-ihed in the iodg^es, nouri!<hed> 
cherished, and rewarded, and even wilh money, as brethren jsuffer* 
iog in A righteous ffloaoiite canw, although prow violators orihelawa 
of their country ? The 8U^e«t!oil8 we make and .submit them to tliO 
judgment oCan impertiai pahlic« aa well a» to Mr. Coldea faimaelf. 
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son with the sums devoted to these objects. It may be 
doubted, whether ail that has ever been applied tf) the 
charitable funds of the institution, would equal a iiun- 
dredih part, perhaps 1 might say a tljousandth part, of what 
has been e\j)( iided by niasons, for their tetnples and* 
their decoraliuiis, for personal trappinors, for jewelry, for 
funeral^, for processions, for !i sfivals and in the convivi- 
aiily no inseparable fir.ni tbe rnt^elinirs of the fratornitv. 

Let it be adniitled, tiowever, that the in-tiiut if)u d oes 
relieve the poor and distressed to the preaiesi exient. 
Are the secrecy and the ceremonies of masor)ry necessary 
for the exercise of any virtue ? Is it necessary that any 
set of men to be charitable, should do their deeds by 
night, in hidden places? That they should by lawful 
ceremonies, e&tabiisii a relationship among themselves, 
which many of them believe imposes duties and oblisfa- 
tions in reference to eacli other different from those by 
which they are bonnd to the rest of njankm I 1 Many of 
the fraternity feel themselves oblitred, in w hatever i^itna- 
tion they may be placed, to sutfer an af)peal from a broth- 
er mason to have an inlluence. — Offenders have persuad- 
ed themselves they could claim an exemption from pun- 
ishment as masons; and even at the bar of a court of jus- 
tice, a criminal has thought he secured impunity by re- 
vealing to the judue, who was about to prououuce his 
sentence, their masonic relationship. 

If njasonry separates the. members of the craft from 
their fellow citizens; if masons are led to believe that 
their duty towards each other is different from what it is 
to the members of the community not connected with 
them ; if a mason is bound to shield another from the 
genera] operation of the laws, or if he be subjected to any 
penalties beyond those denounced by the legislature; 
nay, if even a feeble minded man is made to believe that 
by becoming a Mason, he enlists in an isolated corps, 
the members of whioh may claim privileges through their 
brethren, and must perform duties- which do not belong 
to other citisens, It cannot .be a fit institution in our 
country, where no man in the discharge of his duties to 
the community, should act from fear, favor, or affection. 

It is often allied that masonry engenders and cherish* 
ss the social affections, by bringing men together with 
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kindly feelings towarde eeeh other. It it not to be doubl- 
ed but that a well regulated eootai iotereonrse has a. 
beneiieial influence on the disposition and character of 
mankind. But again, it must be asked, whjr is the se- 
crecy, the parade, and the obligations of masonry neces- 
sary, if their objects be so virtuous Y It is to be feared, 
however, that these meetings have not always a happy ii^ 
fluence. Admitting that the utmost decorum and pro- 
priety are observed, while a lodge is open, yet the craft 
eel^lom separate without refreshment ; and it oftens hap- 
pens that more is taken than is necessary to repair the 
exhaustion of their labors, and too frequently, more than 
IB consistent with temperance. 

Attendance upon lodges sometimes leads to habits 
which are inimical to the prosperity and happiness of the 
members and their families. Every meeting of a lodge 
is attended by visitors, and as there are generally, even 
in the country, several lodges within the compass of ten 
or twenty miles, opportunities for these visitations fre- 
quently occur. Often the habit of making them renders 
a man, who would otherwise have been content with his 
own fireside, impatient at home, and desirous to exchange 
£oi the excitement of a masonic banquet, those enjoy*, 
meats of his domestic circle with which he would have 
been perfectly content had it not been for the seductions 
of the craft. 

Did I know of any other advantage than these two, 
charity and the cultivation of social dispositions, which 
any rational man at this day, imputes to masonry, i would 
not fail to mention it. ^|l 

But it is to be objected to masonry, not only thatiio 
good comes of it, but that it is productive of positive evils. 
To some of tb^fse I have already adverted, and wiU no- 
tice others which have presented themselves very forcibly 
to my mind, and I may say, to my conscience. 

If masonry is arrogant and impious in her pretensions, 
and delusive in her promises, surely she deserves to be 
discountenanced, if she claim to be coeval with the 
world, and to be of divine origin, when in truth she is 
but as of yesterday, and springs from the dust of the 
earth, what obligation can there be that should induce 
any Tuan to hesitate lo speak of her according to Iter de» 
merits 1 
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That operatiTeor practical masonry was one of the 
earliest arts practised by manliincl, is rery probable. We 
nay suppose that masons, as well as other trades, very 
soon formed themselves into separate societies, and adopt« 
ed regulations, the better to establish and secure their 
interests. The employment of masons naturally brought 
them, as builders and archuecls, more than tlie members 
of any other trade, in contact with the wealthier and 
liiirfier orders of society. Men, as distinofiiislKHi for their 
Bcii lice as for their rank, were place<l at the liead of cor>- 
^rcii uions f>f operative masons. It then became an horr- 
or to be an associate of these bodies. Members wptp ad- 
mitted who were not operatives. These soon chan«ied the 
lature of tfie institutif)n bv which they had been adopted, 
)r as their term is, accej)ied ; and, instead of the objects 
»f the assemblies of maMuis beinrr operative masonry, 
.iiey were cofiverted to lodges of speculative masons, in 
which the tools and instruments of the fornu r humble 
trade were retained to be transmuted iDto symbols of all 
the virtues and duties of mank!ry<f. 

No man, nt this day, who has taken the lea-^t pains to 
examine the sul)ject, can doubt that this is oriLrin of 
Freemasonry, or that the change from operative to specu- 
lative masonry took place in very modern times. The 
masonic society has no more pretence to a divine orii^in, 
lli ui the societies of stationers, butchers, bakers, carpen- 
ter-^, or any other trade. These, for ages, have had, like 
operadve masons, their assemblies, in which their wor- 
shipful masters and wardens have presided ; but they have 
been left in obscuritv because I heir occuj)ations did not 
bring them iu lumiiiar intercourse with men of wealth and 
power. 

The first three degrees of mnsonry, when traced back 
to the actual lalxirs of the craft, may claim some sort of 
antiquity ; but as to ail the niimerous grades above these, 
(I think to the number of fifty,) they are of very modern 
invention, and are but the contrivances of ambitious or 
artful men to gratify their own vanity, or to obtain money 
from the vanity and folly of others. They have raked 
from the bigotry and chivalry of the dark ages of the old 
world, the names of certain orders, which never had any 
connexion with ancient masonry. These modern inatito^ 
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tions are no more branches of the masonic system, than 
they are ot the orders, whose titles they assume. 

The pretence thai iiiaboiis are possessed ot any pe culiar 
knowledge, is as fallacious as their claim to a super tiHta- 
ral and aniediliivian origin. But if they possess all that 
they pretend to have, ot what advantage is it to themselves 
or to nmnkind? Suppose some cabRlistic words have 
been prt .--t rved and transmitted by masons through ages, 
and that the fables thoy recite were true histories, how 
%voijl(i It benefit themselves or their fellow men? The 
woriti nnist a£jain be covered with that darkness which 
excluded all moral and sci(Miidlc liglit, before sucii know* 
ledore can be of any use even to the pos.sessors. 

But it is pretended that lodge? are schools of the moral 
and physical sciences, and instruction in these is promised 
to those who join the fraternity. J have never heard of 
any attempt to impart any other moral instruction than 
that which ooutd be conveyed by precepts like these : 
That masoDs must lite within the compass ; walk upright 
as the phimb ; muM deal on the square, and other such 
niystical advice. As to the sciences, the whole iteope of 
instruction goes no further than frequently to remhid tlie 
brethren than the sun rises in the east and sets in the 
west, and r uks the day, and thai the moon rules tlie 
lUffht. 

That we may be in no danger of violating the secrets of 
masonry, of having our judgments biassed by the antiquity 
it claims, or by respect for the many great and g<n<Ml men 
whose names are on the list of hs votaries, let us ibr a 
moment put it out of view, and suppose that H were now 
proposed to establish a society, which, with awful solem- 
nities, and dreadful denunciations, should impose secrecy 
on its members; that they should separate themselves 
from the rest of mankind, and establish an intelltgenee 
by which they could, under any circnmsta^icea, make 
themselves known to each other ; that the duties of the 
members, in reij^ard to themselves, should be incompatible 
with the general order of society ; that when a member of 
the association sliould make himsf'lf known to another, ho 
might look to that other for spexial favor, whether it waa 
to be dispensed at the polls of an election, from the jury 
box, or from the bench. . Suppose that the membera o£ 



this aflsociation were bound to screen each other, as Air as 
in their power, from all evil, by concealment ; or by more 
active esertions, to relieve them from all dangers and diffi- 
#aUies, however they might arise from demerit. Let us 
suppose that all these obligations were to be imposed with 
•iv£il religious oeremoDies, and with ranguinary and 
hocrible penalties, of which each member should consider 
liimself pledged to be the executor. We may supp<jse 
this inaiftaUoti to have many grades, and that, at everj 
tdvamcey these are iiew ceremoDies, new oaths, and new 
peniities, the higher differing from the lowest, only in 
groseiiess of absurdity, and impiety of imprecationa. That 
the members of this new institution deeorated themselves 
with the trappings of ro) ali) , and bestowed on each other 
neerdotal, aristocratic, and even royal titles* If such a 
•ocietj were now to be proposed, who would hesitate to 
•ay that k would be profane, and inconsistent with our 
leUgiotts, moral, social, and political institutions. One of 
the most serious objections which might be urged to such 
an institution, would he its frequent administration of 
eaihe. l*here would be danger that even these obliga- 
tions, however solemnly imposed, wouhl become so fa- 
miliar .as to be Httle regarded ; and the simple adjurations 
ef a court of jusltce, administered with the least possible 
ceiemony, .would appear, when compared with the awful 
ceiemnnies of the society, to deserve hut slight considera- 
Ibn. Jf the supposed oath imposed obligations which 
could not be fulfilled without a violation of the duties of a 
citizen, and indeed without crime, every honest man 
would shrink from the literal interpretation of it, and 
Would find a refngp in construing it so as to reconcile it to 
his conscience ; rejecting such parts as he did not find ac» 
eeptable* Oaths, with which there must be so much 
tawpetang, cuuid not but have a pernicious effect on 
.•□ciety. But these effects would be still more deplorable, 
were the oath.<* io be oh8(*rrf>d according to their letter. 

Masonry disclaims all interference in political matters. 
If^ in this country, she has taken any part in the conten- 
. tions of politicians, it has only been of late. While I was 
connected with the society, I had every reason to believe 
that she observed the forbparance she nvows. But it 
l^natimobviottSythat tbe whole machinery of the in^titu- 
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lion is pMiKarly adapted to poiitieal iotrifii*; And tkpo^ 

in our coaotry, its influence may not have been perceived 
by lUiy party, yei we see that iu a 8i^^ter ilepublic, sote 
Uom its bein^ considered the duly oi Ibe fraternity lo 
keep apart from politics, the parties whose dissensioiHi 
distract the Comniouweaith, are arranged under diffenMl 
masonic denominations^ Scotch •iasoiia» and York oift* 
eons, in thai countiy, no less designate masons of ditferent 
sects, than they do parlimine of different politics^ If 
lodges may he converted into secret poliUcal clubs^ Iknjp 
ouglu to be feared iu a free country. 

It has o^n occurred to me as a little eKtraordintiyy 
that in this republican cf>uniry of ours, where we claim to 
be such pure democrats, there should be manifested im . 
those who become masons, such a passion for finery, p»* 
geantry, dignities, and titles. One who affects to despise 
the blue or red ribband, the star and garter of an English 
lord, or the coronet of a foreign prince, clothes himself 
with the utmost coniplnceiicy, id all the colors of the rain-* 
bow, and decorates himself with as many jewels and 
mcdali*, as are worn l>y an liidian chief. He cxpecte 
from the fellows of his convmtinity, to l)e addressed by the 
titles of Worshipful, Most Worshipful, llxcellertt, Mf>st 
Excellent, lliustiious, and Most Illustrious, wiih as much 
certainty as tiit; <zreatesi despot in the world requires from 
his slaves a rccoiinmoii of the rank he assumes. We see 
from the masouie tiotices daily published in our papers, 
that Ki-.i^ht, Pnnce, and even Kin^, are familiar titles, 
by which tl»ose if) whom they belong are always addressed 
by their brethren in iheir asseinhlies. "To his Most 
Illustrious Iligluiess, Prince of the Royal Secret of the 
thirty-t liird deirree," is a title winch emblazons the TTtime 
of ma[iv ^ ^ood repuhlican ni this coinmuniiy. Foreigners 
must thinii we are not less fond of the show, and trap- 
pnigs, and titles of ari.sltjcracy and royalty, than any other 
people, when they see that we are so eager to adopt 
them, in the ouiy way tolerated by our poiiuc^ consti- 
tutions. 

It is true there is something of equality in this, inas- 
much as ever) man, of every ^rade, and every complexion, 
may be invested with all the fHiery, and the ma?ni6ceot 
4iilea of the order. Ail others, bowever^ axe nvaiied ^y 
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the splendor of the Black Lodges of this city, headed bf 
their Respectal)le and Worshipful Masters. 

I have known many persons whose brains have been 
turned hy their elevation frofu liuinbU' occupations to 
royal 1 1 ties and imaginary thrones. ItnJeed, I have never 
known a very i£rcat mason, who was not a very great fool. 
I beg tu be uutierstood. I do not mean by very great 
masons, those who have stood highesi m the estimation of 
the craft, and who have attained the highest masonic 
honors. I do not forget that the nanfies of Washington, 
Clinton, Warren, La Fayette, Franklin, Robert R. Liv- 
iBgRton, Jaekson, and Marshall, are justly the boast of 
the fraternity ; nor is it possible that I should ever forget 
lliat I J»fe eeeii many venerated clergymen, sanctifying 
by their presenoe and their prayers, the labors^ as well as 
the refreahmeiils of a lodge. But I mean by great ma- 
sons, those who are proiid of their pompous titles ; who 
are fond of decorations ; who persuade themselves thai 
tiM affairs of the world turn upon masonry ; that without 
k, society could hardly exist, or if it did^ would be d»> 
prived of Its fairest ornament, and most beneficial aiw 
rangement. 

It may be asked, how it happens that I should havts been 
10 long a mason and not until this time expressed my dis* 
approbation of the institution* It is true, it is nearly 
mrty years since I became a member of the masonic 
iratemity, but I began to question its utility long ago. It 
must be fifteen or twenty years since I belonged to any 
lodge, and some e^ht or ten years that I have not been 
within the walls of a lodge room. During this time, I 
have not hesitated to express opinions in accordance with 
what I have now written. 

When i was hardly twenty-one years of age, I was 
initiated io a lodge in New- York, which was distinguished 
for the respectability of its members. All of these I 
knew must have submitted to whatever would be required 
of me. My confidence, that they would not have done 
any thin^ wrong, induced me to pass through the required 
forms with very little — too little consideration. A like 
deference for the example of others, led me from step to 
Ittep, with the same inconsiderateness. It was not till the 
knoraiicy of jfonth bad paaied» that I began to see the 
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vanitj and folly, and, as I thouglil, the eVif tefi^ehey of 
masonry. Morgan^d fkte has, I ackoowlcdgc, strengthened 
the unfavorable impressions I entertained previously to 
kfo mtirder. Since that event, i have thought the instt* 
totton not only idle and oseiess, but this Irarrible catas- 
trophe has evinced that its mysteriee may engender 
infktuation that will stop at no crime. Since that event, 
I have believed it would be a relinquishment of a duty I 
owed to society, if I suffered my respect lor those vene* 
rated men who have left the world to believe that masonry 
was approved by them, prevent me from expressing the 
convictions of my own mind of its merits. The example 
of the many who have stood as high in the ranks of 
masonry as in the estimation of the world, would have 
induced me to have buried my own thoughts in silence. 
I should have been awed by their opinions could I be 
sure that these patrons, of whom masonry so justly boasts, 
deliberately examined the merits of the institution ; bot 
when I reflect how many years of my life were passed 
before I gave the subject due consideration, I cannot but 
suppose that they, like myself, for a long time, may have' 
been content to rest on the example of their predecessors, 
and that they have left their successors Hree to express 
their opinions, if these are unfavorable to masonry, no 
one can say that they are in oppOBition to what would 
have been the deliberate 'judgment of the persons whose 
grfeat examples are considered of such authority. 

I am happy th ii the letter I have had the honor to re* 
ceive from you, affords me an opportunity to express, in 
such a manner as I presume will give them publicity, my 
Sentiments on this subject. I have reason to believe 
they are in accordance with those of many good and 
respectable men who are masons ; and who, I hope, will 
not by their silence, suffer their example in becoming 
masons to have an undue influence. I come forward thei 
more readily at this moment, when I think no party or 
unworthy motive can be imputed to me ; when the ex- 
citement occasioned by the murder of Morgan, has sub^ 
sided into a just abhorrence of the guilty ; and when the 
question is not whether every mason is not a bad man, 
but whether masonry is not a bad institution. I believe 
that it does no good that might not^ be acoompiished by 
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hx better means. Its secrecy and extensive combinations 
aire dangeruus. Its titles and trappings are vain, foolish, 
and inconsisteot with our republican institutions. Its 
prMDsions ve abiurd^ ftllaeioas aod impious; and its 
ceremooiea and iiiysteries are profane, and lead many to 
believe that they impose obligations paramount to the 
laws. However limited the influence of my opiniona 
might be, 1 should be sorry to end my life, leaving it to 
be believed that I had lived and died the advocate of an 
institauon of which 1 entertain such viewst 



REMARKS ON THE CHARACTER OF FREEIfASONRT. 

Sttnet front an Aildrexs by Ri>v. 3f<a.w Tliacher, of Wmifham, Mut, 0^ 
the occasion of hts Mevedingfnm Uu Mtuortic huUtulion. 

The subject to which I desire to call your attentioOi 
Is, the standing which i have retained tor some time 
past, in relation to the masonic institution. Although 
I am a minister of the ^or>pel^ set apart to take the o%'er* 
sight of this church an<l people ; yet, far be it from me 
to i'eel myself ahove making concessions and retractions, 
wherein 1 have done wroncf. That 1 kave done wrong in 
uniting myself to the masonic society, and given just oc- 
casion of offence to some of my Christian Irienils, I nm 
now fully convinced. 1 am satisfiod, by a knowledge of 
fiicl^, u'fiicli litive recently been piescnted to my mind, 
and which have placed me beyond n rensonnble doiibt, 
that the institution is very different, in riiiture and uiilify, 
from what I anticipated when 1 fw^i bee ;une a member. 
I then joined upon the assurance ot otfiers of its great 
antiquity, of the purity of its principles, and tlie many 
advant;ii;cs which it would present to me as a minister of 
the g(i^|){>l. Notwith«tan(lin2^ 1 verily thous^ht, tfiat I 
could depend upon those assurances; I h^ve since found, 
to my sorrow aiul .'!i'i2;'U'<t, that I have boon deceived and 
disappointed, l^v tliese remark'^, I do not njean to cast 
retlecfions upon iho.s(i who gave me such assurances. 
Tliey were (\L)uh[\e»9 deceived ; and I feel much more dis- 
posed to apply to myself the denunciation, Cursed is the 
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SMB thfit truHath in mtA ikttn banhly to etMors thdiey 

^ho were, perkapti the innocent occasioo of my folly* 

Witii reg^imi to the antiquity of the in8til«ftaoii« 1 bmwm 
foumJ^by well authenlicait^ t'ncts, that itcamot be traced 
farther back than to the sixtceolh century. I 6nd that 
the iar^i lodge of Freemason$ ever insitituled, WM fowided 
in London^ and that the tot, uiiich em^mated from thl» 
origiaal »ti»ck, was as hite as A. D. 1717. These facii 
are so antheatic, that i feel myteU' warranted to eay^ 
beyond a reasonable doubt, th.it the institution is, co«H 
paraiively, ol* recent origin. When therefore it professes 
to lead) doctrines and facts by tradition, from before the 
flood, from the days of Solomon, or even from the com* 
mencement of the Christian era ; it is evident that the 
institution Is made to ftpe;!k a lie ; a lie too, which, more 
than almost any thing else, has been the means of infold- 
ing In the bosom of the society, the vast multitudes, who 
have devoted themsel?es to its interests. 

lo respect to the principles of the institution, it may be 
remarked, that this societ)', different from any other, holds 
two classes. The one cUiss of principles, is, its costurm^ 
or dro55«, in which it appears before the public. These 
principles are, chnritv,* nioral virtiio, sociril intercourse, 
&c. Jill ^ood in the ahstract. Tlie other class of princi- 
ples consists in secrecy^ secret si<^ns nn«l obligations^ and 
secret doctrines. U()on these latter principles the whole 
institution is erected. This circumstance has (lon}>{!ess 
deceived many. It deceived trie. For a consi^lorabie 
time, 1 thought the institution was built upon those prin- 
ciples, which I now finfl to be merely external^ desitrned 
for profession ami show. The institution, instead of 
beini^ built upon charity, and moral virtue, is built upon 
the secref pri^iciple.f^ which I have mentioned ; and these 
are principles by which gmuirK- riiasons must be guided, 
however they may clash with other rules. 

* It iB not heff admitted, (hat this is the charity which ^^eeekr 
eth Dot her owd.*^ Alt that masons, at #ttrA, ever bestowed, in 
what they call charity,'^ is bestowtsd predtelj on the ?aaie 

principle thai a mutual fire insurance company assist one of their 
own members io making uj) tht loss which he has sustained by the 
devouring element. Thi." is a charily,^* which the sufferer hat 
» right, in equity, to demand, in considitntioii of wbat he has 
m4y thrown into the common stock. 
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That the masonic instil uiion 'has its obli^atioiis, no 
mason will deny. The great and impoiUnt qui^siion, 
which now agitates the public mind, is, What is the na- 
ture of these obligations? Do tliose who take masonic 
obligations resign their lives to the disposal ot the socieiy ; 
or does the society hold itself autkiorized to take the Ujt 
ef any indivldiial or Individuals, who may be considered 
PS having violatpd its secret laws 7 As it respects myself, 
1 iiave told masons repeatedly, that the moment I became 
Qonvinccd, that there was aay thing in masonic nhliga- 
tions which either aotborized or sanctioned the inflictioo 
of death, as a penalty, In ease of violation, 1 woald re- 
nounce ma«onry iimnediaitly. But I have now to con* 
fess, with pain and sorrow, that a knowledge of facts has 
placed It beyond a doubt In my own mind, that the ma** 
sonic fraternity, as a body, do mean to hold the lives of 
individual members at their disposal. It does appear by 
Bumerous facts, substantiated t>y plenary evidence, that a 
free citizen of these United States has not only been kid* 
Dapped and murdered by manmt, but that this awful 
trausnclion was contrived and erecuted by laofoatc 60dNSfa 
h does appear, that masomc bodies, such as l^odges. 
Chapters, and Encampments, have secreted and facilitated 
the escape of the murderers ; and that they did send the 
one, who executed the fatal deed, out of the country ae 
ioon as pos!«lble.* Were it proper, at this time, I think 
I could furnish suflkient evidence of what I have stated^ 
to satisfy any candid mind. But such conduct as this, 1 
must consider a fair comment upon the secret prhicipiet 
ef the institution. 

Besides, it appears to have been a fact, that the Gene* 
tal Grand Chapter of the United States was in session, lA 
the city of New York, at the time William Moi^an was 
laken from Batavia, and that an express was dt^spatched 
immediately to inform the Grand Chapter what had taken 
place, and what was done with the unhappy victim. I- rom 
the silence of the General Grand Chapter on the subject, 
we must draw the natural inference, that it did, virttiaUif^ 



* See the Affidavit ^of Avery Allyo, b^tort Horace HoldeD,Ei^ 
of thp city of New York, March SB, 1839; aiso of JohnMaan, be* 
Ihs ^udge Xisdale, ef G«iiciee« 
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to flay the WMy tandloii the oi^nige. The question 
nmy he Mfcedf Has eoj Graod Lodge in the United StNte% 
or aey Grand Chapter, or QfAnd Cneaaipmeot, or the 
Oeneral Graod Chapter^ or General Grand Cncarapment,^ 
et er dimptwed that the secret principles of the lastitotlon 
do authorize and sanction the infliction of death as a 
penalty ? Not to my knowledge ; and it may he pre- 
aumed they never have. But until these general hwliee 
do this^ it matters aot what inctividual nuMony, or indW 
Tfdual lodges^ may say on the subject ; hecause they all 
•ct hi subordination* Unless the Graod Lodge of Massa- 
chusetts, for example, disavow the prerogative to inflict 
death HS a penalty, it is vain for any Individual lodge, or 
lodgi's^ in the Commonwealth to disavow it ; for ail the 
lotlges in the Commonwealth are in subordination to the 
Grand Lodge. Of what avail would it be for this town 
to say, that the law of this Commonwealth does not de^ 
iMMinoe the penalty of death against the murderer, unless 
the government of the State come out and sny so too? 
But 1 have evidence, that William Morgan Is not the Jirtij 
who has lalien a victim to nuisonic vengeance. 1 have 
been informeil by as many as three different persons, (all 
masons,) that a man was put out of the way,^^ that is^ 
aecretly murdered, a few years ago, by the Grand Lodge 
of a neighborinST State.* In conversing also, with ma- 
sons of high standing, I have never heard any of them, 
of a certain chanicter, express the least regret that Mor- 
gan was put to death ; but only that he was not put to 
death more secretly. A High Priest of the order, some 
time since, toh! one ol" my brethren in the n^tnistrv, that 
he had no dnutit that Morgan wa< put to death, and that he 
wghi to he put to death ou fnasonic priucipUs* With these 

♦Thr circuiiistaDCfS, as related to me l>y a mason of high stand- 
ing, and who tiill retaiot such standing with the fratfroity, wert 
•uhstantially these:-— A member of the masonic instittttion, whom 
I will call A. B. and who lived in one of the back towns of R**** 
took C. I-)., and made htm a mason, as the masons wotild 
•ay, ^^illegntlf/ givrn|r him &uch instruclions that he *^ worked 
bimscir into a lodge.**^ C D. retaimd this illegal standintr for 
some time, and rendfred himself to fkmiliar with the work,^ 
that he obtained an office, I think that of junior <>r senior warden* 
By and by iiow< ver, ** U leaked out,'' that C. D. had been mada 
a oaaoA lUegaliy, and by whom i when the lodge made hiA 
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facts in view, is it po-^sible to pfot rid of ihe impression, 
that the ma-^onic institution is a blood-stained institution ? 

I nm, moreover, satisfied, fnim whnX 1 hnve lately seen 
of the history of the institution, and the history of its de- 
grees, thai it leads on step by step into in6detity. '1 he 
distinction between ancient find modem FreemRSonry 19 
ahofl^lher without foundation. It is all modem. It is 
aH directly calcolated to promote tiie desigim of In6cl^iitj. 
The tiiree first degrees, it I9 true, are not no except ioimbte 
as the higher; but still they are exceptiottable, especially 
as they pertain to a modem Institution. Even in these 
degrees, the Master, if he proceeds according to mie^ 
ersonlfies, nnd places himself instead of, the Deity, in a 
ind of mocl( imit»ition of the moat august scene which 
was ever witnessed either by men or angels ; and whicb 
God permitted to be wltne^ed only by the latfer. It la 
here, Tand masons will well understand me,) the Master 
of the Lodge, in representation of what he is alvont to 4Ns 
himself, cites that most sublime passnge of Holy Writ, 
M And Ood said^ Let there be lighi^ and there wa% H^tJ*^ 
It is here, also, he stands, and professes to imitate the ill'' 
finite and eternal God, who spake tight into existence I 
If the institution were of divine or^ia, as maaons have 
pretended, and this worx were never peHbrmed except 
by tl|ose who have a becomitig reverence, for the Deity^ 
it would alter the case materially. But, being a mere htt*' 
man contHvance, fostered too, in an age of infidelity, and 
managed, as it frequently Is, by men, who have the liig^* 
est contempt for serious things ; tlie institution must be 
directly calculated, even In the three lower do^rers, to 
harden the heart, and banish from the mind the fear of 
God. What then should be thought of the higher de* 
grees, In which the Infinite God is sti4l more strikingly 

ovt-r airJtln,^' and hf* was suffered lo »v t9in hi? stantling with the 
fraterijity. Soon aller this, A. B., who h»d thus violHt«;d his ma- 
•onic obligations, happened to In; iu at the lime llie 

Grand was in 8e«ion, whicb suuimoofd him to appear be- 

fore them. C. L). ohcyed the summons, and was, by the Grand 
Lodt;c, put out of Ihe way,'' fo secretly, that hia friends thought 
he had absconded, and this wa«« the general r« port. — The «a )ie 
mafiOM, who related to me these circiimatanci 8, expressed his re- 
Qet that the Morgan Hifair^' had not been conducted as surtUy^ 
tad thereb7 prerenled all thii noliv and cooiaiotbD. 
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pmonijied by mortal woms ; where his sacred mnnes and 
attribotes are med as pa«MvorcI«, and mock aniraclea are 
wroagbt at tigm ; as every mason knows, who has taken 
these <lef reoi 9 Here too^ is another cause of delosioo ; 
that is, tlie pretence, that what pertains to the Royal Aroh, 
and Its preparatory degrees, is anoient mammrf. It it 
capable of the most satisfactory proof, that nothing wat 
known of what is called Royal Arch Masonry,'^ even 
as Oiirly as 1730. It cannot be traced even to English 
origin, it has not been tolerated in England. In 1799^ 
any tiling higher than the three tirst degrees -of mASORry, 
was prohiltited by law.''^ Upon the same stock hns been 
graffed the ICnights^ degrees, which masons profess to 
trace to Jerusalem. But Professor Robison,t speaking of 
a certain iodo^e, situate at Lyons, in France, says, We 
know that this' lodge Stood, as it were, at the head of 
French Freemasonry, and that ihe fictitious order of Ma^ 
JSaic Knifrkts Teinphn wot formed in this lodge^ and 
Tvas considered as the model of all the rest of this minic 
tkivalryJ*^ i-Ieren then, it is evident, that the Knights* 
degrees originated in infidel France, at a time when infi* 
delily generally prevailed in that nation, and when infidels 
had the control of almost all the loili^e^? on the continent 
of Europe. This will account for their horrid oaths, and 
for some of their ceremonies, too shockinsf to he named 
OB this occHsion4 Connected in the same chain, are the 



• ^^ee the Work on Preeuiasoaiy, by A iMatt«r MsStfll.** 

t I'raols of CiHi-^fiif acy. 

^ I have it on tii^- i>v&i aulhoril^, that a pa.rL of one obligation, 
adinin»8ter«<d to an Uluttrioiia Kitight, runt in tbe followini: nian« 
ner:— You further swear that should you everlinow a coaipan- 

ion vtolatt* any f'sscntl:^^ part of this oliliL,'Htion, you will use your 
most dt C'dt'd endeavors, by the bh ssiti^; nt (iod. to britjg such per- 
son to (he strictest and moi't coijdi^u piiuishmetit, agreeably In the 
rulftand uea^^es of our ancient fralt-rbity ; aud, this by pointing him 
oot to Chii world as an unworthy aod %*tciciua vagabond, by op« 
potin^ his interest, by drrtMpDg his business, hj tranyferrint; hit 
character after him wherever he may pf^, by exposiiiir him to the 
conti mpt of the whole fraterrnty arid ot the world, but of our U» 
lustriuus order more especidliy, diirint; his whoie natural life/' 

In what is railed the ^ Sealed Obligal ion,^* tbe novitiate ^^drinhs 
wine from a human skall/^ and swears, — As the sins of the whol^ 
world were laid upon the head of the Siiviour, so may all the sina 

cominitted bj lUe ^rioa whosi; ikuU this wai| he hea^d Hpoii 
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•Mneffable Dpfrrpp"," in which, amoni: otfif^r CfrcmonioF, 
there is :i n»ock ceielfraiioii ot Uit- Lonl's Su[i[>rr ! Thnt 
these de£rr<'P«: are in U\e sariie HV?tein nt !' reeniMSonrv with 
the precediniif, is evident, hecjiuse tiie FrecmM»-o!i's M')ni* 
tor pro«»crihes the nih* fop tfiis shockifig- rvire, when 
"the Most Ferfrcf presoriis the candidate with hrpjul nnt! 
winp. saying", eat ot thi* bread with nie, and drink at the 
same cup.''* Such is the shocking nature of the<;e (te- 
grees, that it i** f>prf«*ctly nntnral to pass on, fVoui step to 
8tef>, until the Kniofht adept of the Easfle or Sun ^ay« to 
the novitiate — '•^ Behold moiijiter which you v)\i^t con- 
quer—a serpent wfiich VVR detest as an idoi tl>Ht is 
adored by the idiot and viilcf'-ir undei' the name of KlU^l- 
GION ! ! !"t Sucl» also h:».s been the artlwl [r>anag<'mont 
in some ot these <le£*Tees, that certain thinsfs, most excep- 
tionable, have been uitliholden Irom serious, conscien- 
tious men, while Ihey have been ex)»ibited to others M' n 
different chnrncter; wliicli has tended very nmrh to de- 
ceive, and keep in ii^norance, those, who would other- 
wise have protested, and exposed the wickedness, i have 
satisjactory evidence, that soviet hingf was witliholderj Crom 
me, even in the Koyal Arch Degree, wbicli haa been 
communicated to others.J 

my head, io addilioo to my owo, thould I t:ver knnwingly or wijk 
fully vialale or trHnsjcress any ohligHtion, that 1 hav*- hert-tofoni 
taken, take at this time, or si rH at any future period fake, in re- 
lation to Any dtgrt-fc {'f niai«ojir)' or ordt r of Knighthoo^t. So h< Ip me 
God." — Coiivi rsing with a miidster of the gospel, of good i^lanU- 
log:*! ii4)o kad taken thi» dt'grfe, eoncernini^ the cen'inntiy to which 
I OBft allude, he rfpli«'d, I can sincerely say, that / never drank 
wine out of a human skull ; hut wi^ havt* our nVei nali i ts at 
♦fee same time jrivinij me t'^ uudt-rstand, that althous,di tins wai 
the Irgal crremony, y« t» when it was too abhorrent to thti uovi- 
tiatt', he was permitted to life 9 substitute^ which was intt-nded 
to r«T>r«!S«nt the fame thing. The tame clei^ymati told me, that 
•ne of the oaths was •» abhorrent, that he refused to suhsrrilve t9 
it, without inclndinir a //ion, which be considered as destroy- 
ififthe force of Ih^ oM ligation. 
• Freemason's Monitor, Ji;0'?, p. 2fi3. 

t See BarmePs History of Jacobinism, and Frofestor Robisoii^i 
Proofs of a Coospirary. 
X A m in rati r of the gojrpe] informed me, not loni; since, that hfr 

took thi!» d« gree, I'cfore he herame a preacher; when ?.n ohl'rgatioa 
Wa? A la) i iii-lf-red to him altogether asi exceptional li a"- 1 ht ont per- 
taiaiag to ibis degree, revealed by the Le Roy Couveaiion. i hi* 
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Now, ChrMini brethrai mnI frieMlfs m I in {>«f> 
seMloii of time llictis 'iNMl iwroy more, which time woqU 
Ihil to ttOfttloih ftod emwiiNwdf m 1 om^ tii«t the ioaliUi- 
Hon or Freemotofiry to Aeti^lirislkin, i« it not my duty, 
«B e Chrhrthtn mnI a nlniiiior of the gospel, to com out 
end toeve it 9 Cen matmis biaaie ew Ibr ceening out mmI 
leaving the inatitotiMi ? Bot, it wiii be eaad, ^ Why did 
joti not come oot beibre I antfirer ; i was not in po^ 
eefplon of these facts beibre, by which I might l])e coft- 
irinced. It Ut not long since some of theae iacta fiiet 
eame before the poblic. For a vory conflideroble time, I 
was so blinded, as sincerely to believe, and sajr, that tlm 
commotion In the western part of our coon try, was nierelj 
« lioHtical eidtement* Others, perhaps, thinly so stitl. 
Sot, lieiny undeceived with respect to theae tjicts« I have 
very naturaliy been led to look at others ; to examine, 
coolly and deliberately, the hi$itory of the institution, the 
history and nature oi its degrees, and the nature of ttt 
aecret principles. This deliberate eiiimiimtioD has brought 
my miml, irresistibly, to the result, which I present before 
^on this day. 

But, " Why did you not withdraw secretly, and silently, 
from the Institution, say notlting, either for or ag^inst it, 
sindsave the excitement^ which must rei^olt from an open 
renunciation Answer. Such a course, 1 once thniigbt, 
and Jaiff, was the mo<it ju«!icious. i did not think it 
neceivary, thut any person should come out in this opm 
manner, on the j»upposition that it was best to leave the 
Institution, But, i have become convinced, that I cottid 
not pursue thi'« course conscientiously, Believinjr, :ts I 
firmly anrt sincerelv Ho, th;it the masonic institution is 
Antt-Chri9tian, I could not tlisch:ir<(e my duty hy with- 
drawing in ^iieaee. Now, task, Chrisli. in brethren and 
friends, on the ^rourtd that the itistitiition is what I 
have stated, an') its secret principle^ of such a nature as 
have l>een pointed otit, whether you can desire me to 



cler-ryrnan furlhef ?f;-tte.t, thaf in the oblt^at inn Hdiniiilsifred to 
hiin,lhe clause i('<ts mciniit-il, niurrffr a/id (itason styT e.xccf^ini,^'* 
He rticoiicried tltiSi ffoni the ioll<twiuj$ circH|;nstance ; a Haptist 
brotWr, who was ^^#xHllfd** at the >atQ« time with hinisbJlV 
stopped, when th« High Priest came to this clause, and askft^ 
«»ifit was so?"* 
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leave to your sons my name nnd inflnence, as a minister 
of the gospel, in tHvor ol the institution ? On the ground 
that the instuution is what has been i f presented, do you 
desire, ihat yonr children mny have to plead an excuse 
for becoming Freemasons, what thoiisand§ have done with 
respect to other ministers of the jro^pf^l^ that ''^ your min- 
iHer was a Freemason ?" But this must certainly be the 
case, were I to withdraw from the institution in silence. 
Should 1 do this, I must necessarily leave the weight of 
my name, example and intluence, however lisrht they 
might appear, in favor of the institution. But this I can- 
not do. In justice to my own conscience, injustice to the 
young and rising generation, and in justice to the cause of 
Christ, 1 mu!<t come out, openly ami honestly^ and declare 
mjr coooexioD with the masooic iastitution dissolved. 



CORRESPONDENCE IN RELATION TO THE HISTORICAL 
£VIJ>£NC£ OF THE EXISTENCE OF FREEMASONRY 
PRIOR TO THE LAST CENTURY. 

Boston* Nor. 1 1 , 1829. 

To the DrtuMovt ud Praftnon of tbe TiMologiMl Seminary, Aodover, Ma»«. 

Gbntlbhbn, — In order to the acquisition and diffusion 
of light on the suhject of Freemasonry— a subject d reply 
affecting the welfare of our country, the citizens of Bos- 
ton, at a great public meeting, appointed the undersigned 
a committee to promote inquiries into the nature of its 
claims. 

In pursuance of this duty the Committee found it to 
be expedient, in order to arrest the attention, and saiisfj 
the diversity of opinions on the subject, to have recourse 
to different sources of information, because the testimony 
that would influence the opinions of some^ would have lit> 
tie or no effect upon those of others. 

The riews the Committee have, gentlemen, in addres- 
sing jou upon this subject, are not to elicit masonic si£fns, 
pass-words, or grips — for these are ail known ; but their 

II 
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abject is simply to ask your opinioas ttpon a historicai 
fact, believing that your familiar acquaintance with orien* 
tal literature rnust ha?e furniahed you with the means of 
a reply without much furtlier research. The qoestton is 
the following, viz; — ' Is there any known history to justify 
the belief that Speculative or Freemasonry had existence 
prior to the last century V It claims an origin coeval 
with time, and many believe it — some however doubt 

The e&pressioo of your sentiments upon the foregoing 
question, in writing, will very much oblige your respect* 
ful and obedient servants. 

GEORGE ODIORNE, 
JOHN 1). WILLIAMS, 
ABNER PHELPS, 
BEN.1. W. LAMB, 
WILLIAM MARSTON, 
HKMIY GASSF/i r, 
JONATHAN FRLNCU, 
THOMAS W ALLEY, 
DAMRL WELD, 
EBENEZER WITHINGTON, 
BENJ. V. FRENCH. 
JOHN P. WHi rWELL, 

Suffolk Cutnmiitee* 



DR. WOODS' REPLY. 

Theological Sbminart, AiiDOYfeR, 7 
December 7th, 1829. $ 

To Ui» Suffolk CommittM. 

Gentlbmen, — ^The question which you have proposed 
to me and my colleagues respecting the origin of Free- 
masonry, I shall answer very briefly. The question I 
understand as relating to what is esseaiial to Freemst* 
flonry at the present time,— to what is peeidiar to tho 
system. 

The antiquity of Freemasonry must be determined in 
the same way as the antiquity of any thing else. Suppose 
we are asked, whether there is reason to beliefs that war 
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existed in the time of David t We answer in the affirm 
mative, and refer immediately to the historical evidence. 
We have a history which has every mark of genuineness 
and truth, which expressly informs us that there was war 
in his days; and that he was actively engaged in it. 
And this fact agrees with the known character of David^ 
and with the circumstances of the Israel itish nation in 
bis days ; and it is referred to m many of his Psalms, and 
in suhsequent Jewish writings. This is proof sufficient 
Rational belief rests on evidence, and this evidence we 
have. But suppose any man should assert that David 
understood the prii)ciple|i of Electricity as they are laid 
down by modern Philosophers, and that he wrote a book 
containing thossie principles : We ask him for his proof. 
Is there any thin^ in David's writinors, or in any other 
ancient writings, winch shows this? No. Is it probable 
that he nndert^tood HIectricity, from the general stale of 
philosophical science in ancient times? The probability 
is on the other side, especially as we are able to trace the 
history of Electricity to its origin in modern times. 

Again, let a man assert tiiat Solnmon made a balloon, 
and that he frequently rode in it froen Jerusalem to 'I'yre, 
and sometimes took in Iliram with him. We should put 
the same quetttion : What evidence is there of this l Does 
any authentic history assert it; or does the supiiosition 
agree with our ideas of Solomon's chamrtpr, or with the 
known circumstances of his times? All men will say, 
there is no jynmf the thing asserted : of course it can- 
not be believed. The above remarks show how I sup- 
pose the question respecting the hiffh antiquity of free- 
masonry onsfht to be answered. If men assert that it 
existed in Solomtm's days, and that he and Hiram, King 
of Tyre, wrre Frecrnnsnns, we inqnire for proof - Is 
there any historical evidoiue of the fact? — Where is that 
evidence f >und ? Is it in any anciciii I)nnk ? T.pt the 
book be prn«ltircd. Ts it derived from tradition ? l.rt it 
be sljown wlicrei that trailitinn exist^f], run! fiovv it is tr:\- 
ced back to tlio time of Solomon, or to any period near 
that. Is it derived from a ruin revelation ? Let it i)e 
shown to whom the revelation was made, und what cre- 
dentials he had of his beinir authorized to teach it to oth- 
ers* Xf there is any evidence whatever, let it be made to 
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appear. No reaoonaUe man will ever assert an impor- 
tant fact, with an expectatbn or desire of having it be- 
lieved, without producing evidence to prove it. Now I 

have never teen or heard of any evidence, of any kind or 
degree, in support of the pretended antiquity of Freema- 
sonry ; and i suppose the same is true of ail othera* 
What then can we do, consistently with reason' and com- 
moi) sense, hut to withhold our belief. 

As to probable evidence ; it would be very proper to 
inquire, whether it can be reconciled to the acknowl- 
edged character of Solomon, and of the twelve Apostles 
to suppose, that they belonged to a society, established 
on the principles and practising the rites of Freemasonry. 
If these principles and rites are what the community at 
large understand them to be, and what Fremasom them* 
Mthies understand them to be, an answer to this inquiry 
would be no very difficult thing. 

I am« Gentlemen, with the greatest respect. 

Yours, &c 

LEONARD WOODS. 



PROFESSOR STUARrS REPLY. 

AwnovER, Dec. 22, 1829. 

To Uie Sufiulli Conunltt^e in Boston, appointed tu inquire into the aature, priaci> 

plea and tendeney of FravniawKir/. 

GENTi.iiMfc.v,— 1(1 answrr to your inquiries, respecting 
any traces of the history of Proeniasunry, in uncienl times, 
1 reply, that it has not been my lot to find any thing, of 
this nature, lu any hook tii.ii I have ever perused, either 
in any of th(j Asiutic or European languages. I take it 
to be a point conceded by all literary men, that no such 
traces exist, in any ancient recf)rd whatever. 

Tiio pretence Uial Freemasonry was known in the time 
of Solomon, is refuted by the internal evidence which 
masonic l)ooks themselves contain. For example, they 
tell ns that Hiram A biff, the Grand Master Mason, was 
killed by Jubela, Jubelo, and Jubelum. It happens, un- 
fortunately, however, that these names are formed, (and 
that by no very skilf ul master,) from the Latin language^ 
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tnd not fifom the Hebrew, to which they heAr not th^ 
slightpst resemblance. All Hebrew names are signifr* 
^nt and have a Hebrew shape ; and it requires but a 
moderate share of skill, to detect gross imposture in this 
pretended history of Hiram Abiff. 

The same is manifestly the case, in regard to a lar^ 
class of names, which are f^iven out by masonic books as 
Tery ancient ; e. g. Buh, Qiblimites, Touliumitb, Lisha, 
Jaobert, Tito, Uarrodim, Juha, (Aoimani, which the 
books say means, I am that I om,) Jubilum, Akirop, Si- 
dach, Solo, and many others. If the meaning of masonic 
books be, what it seems to be, that thede have come down 
from the days and the language of Solomon, it is gross 
impostrire. These names would for the most part, be as 
good Hebrew, as Abracadabra is English. 

If what the hooks slate, also, about the use of such 
names as Jah, Jevah, Jovah, Shaddai, Adonai, he true, 
(names of the adorable Godhead, in the Hebrew lan- 
guage, and introduced it would seem, by some masons 
who had a smattering of the Hebrew language ;) if it be 
true that these names are used in the connexion and 
manner in which the books of masons declare them to be, 
then it is certain that the natno of God is profanely used. 
And what can I say of the Animani, which is pretended 
to mean, I am that I am? I confess, that I cannot help 
shuddering at the manner in which this is stated to be 
used, in books published by members of the masonic fra- 
ternity. Whether the accounts, however, from which I 
take tins, are true, is of course more than 1 am able to 
vouch for. It is only on the supposition that they are so, 
. that my remarks can have any bearing on the subject of 
masonry. 

1 f these accounts are true, then it is time that every 
man in our community should know it. That any class 
of men among us should be encouraged to expect protec- 
tion in all cases, *' murder and treason not excepted/' is 
what irjstittitions like ours can never sanction ; and the 
eyes of all ahouid be opened wide in relation to this 
matter. 

If these account?! are not true, the masons owe it to 
themselves, and to the world, to vindicate them?p!ve» 
from such chargef . Especially is this the case, inasmuch 
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i8 these charges are made by men of good stand ing",^ 
unimpeachable integrity and Teracity, and who have n 
personal acquaintance with all the secrets of niasr>nry« 
For my part, I shall be exceedingly glad to pee these 
charges refuted ; as it wonid greatly relieve my mind in 
regard to many estimable men, belonging to the masonic 
order. But 1 see no way to get rid of the force of the 
testimony in question, until a counter-statement is made, 
which is worthy of credibility. 

For a |(mg time, I neither knew nor cared much about 
this subject. But recent attention to it, has hiied me 
with astonishment ; and as to sofne things contairuvl in 
it, with horror. The iriflini; with oaths, and wjtli the 
awful names of the ever bh^ssed God, is a feature 1 can* 
not contemplate but w ith deep distress. 
I am, Gentlemen, 

Your friend and obeditut «^ervant, i 

AlOSES STUART. 

fiosToN, Nov. 4, 1839. 

To the Preiident and Profeadors of Flarvard Univeriity. 

Gbntlemcn, — At a duhu inus meeting of the riiizr ns 
of Boston and vicinity, the undersiirned were Rpnointed a 
committee tn iii([iiire into the origin, nature, and ptinci- , 
pies of Freemas(»nry. 

In performing/ the duties assigned them, they find the 
Masonic Instituiion to claim an origin of inucli greater 
antiquity than is sripporti-d by any well aullienticated his- 
tory that the mulei >iLnit d have yet been able tf) meet 
with. They have discos* red no book on Freemasonry 
written prior to I72:i Since that period to the present, 
the future historian will have ample materials to prove the 
existence of the iu«tJtution. The masonic writers, which 
the committee have yet seen on the antiquity of Freema- 
sonry, appear to rely on tradition. But tradition is not 
'asked for. It would seem naiur.d to expect, that a 
society, clainuiiif lor its t;u;aibers, the worthy, the learned, 
and the great, in all ages and countries, should have, at 
least, something more to be relied on, to prove its very 
existence, than vajrue tradition. 

The dibclobuieb which have been m^e, and the con- 
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sequent growing excitement, that has arisen in our 

country on this subject, appear to justify a fearless and 
thorough investigation. I'ruth and iuipartiality are aione 
souf^ht for. It has occurred to the undersigned, that the 
course most likt (y to give satisfaciiou to the public, in 
the present inquiry, was to present the historical question, 
as to the origin of Freemasonry, to the decision of high 
minded and honorable gentlemen of profound learning 
and research. Men above suspicion, and in possession of 
the most ancient and extent^ivc hbraries in this country. 

The special object of this application is, respf'ctfully 
to request an answer to the following historical question, 
viz. 

Is there any known history, to justify the belief, that 
Speculative, or Freemasonry, had existence prior to the 
last century T 

The expression of your sentiments, in writing, on the 
foregoing question, will be gratefully acknowledged by 
Your most obedient servants, 

TiiK COMMITTEE. 



MIL QUINCy*S REPLT. 

Harvard University, > 
Cambridge, Dec. 6, 1829. \ 

To tlM GmllMMii of tb0 Suffolk CoouDiitoe. 

Gbntlbmrn,— I have received and laid before the ^ 
Faculty of Harvard University, your letter, requetsting an 
expression of their sentiments on the question—'* Is there 
any known history to justify the belief, that Speculative, 
or Freenmsonry, had existence prior to the last century." 

In reply, I have the honor, by request of the F'aculty, 
to state that they have no knowledge of any such history. 
On inquiry of the Librarian of the University, and on ex- 
amining the catalogue of books, no such has been found. 
The subject is one, however, on which the members of 
the Faculty profess to have no precise information, it 
having never before been presented to them as an object 
of interest and inquiry. 

Should any books in the College Library be found to 
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be important, for your purposes, iu the course of your 
invejjiti^aiinii, they will, without clouht, on application, be 
placed al itie cnaimatid of ariy person eiiL'agtd under 
your authority in the re^earcli yoii have irisliluied. 
Very respecituily, Gentlemen, 

1 am your ohedn'ru servant, 

JOSIAH UUhNCY, 

PfMiftent of fianrtid Unkdraitj. 



•THE LAWFULNESS OF FREEM ASONRY AS A SBCMET 

INSTlTUTiON. 

£xtrart from " A R^-phi of the G'nexfe Con<!ocuit}on to tin frfl^r of the Rev, 
Mr. E>fterson,oJ Wciiiheriifield^ Conn, wldresstd to them tm the mh/ect of 

Wb feel prepared Co take whal eome may comder 
high ground, that secret societies are unlatrfuL We do 
not mean to t^sp.Ti it as a fact, that we have any special 
Btatutes which prohibit them — but we mean that such an 
institution as yours is highly damserotis in its tendency 
to the best interests <if society. What we have to state 
here may be ofTeiisive to some of your brethren, but we 
hope not to yourself. We say therefore that, towards 
masons we indulge no hostile feelings. If we give oi^ 
fence to any, it is from an imperious sense of duty— not 
' from personal resentment. 

We here remark again that we are unable to percerve 
how we can discuss this question with you and come to 
tlie point in hand, which is to vindicate the propriety of 
our resolution, without freely examining the nature of 
your institution, which now slaads all unguarded by the 
Tyler's sword. 

We do not regard your tnstitnlion willi any friendly 



* Their resolution wsfi as fotFoiviif — ** Resolved^ That the Cooso* 

ciafiori will neiiTivr Hcense, onl^in, or irrsfafl. tho«e who sjustain any 
connexion with (he in^titiitinn of masonry, or who will net d»s»p- 
pr&ve and renounce it ; nor will we give letters of recomiuemlati^a 
in bvor of soch pcrions to poesch la any of the cburcbet id our 
•entiesioa*'* 
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feeling. We wish it prostrated to ilie ground, never 
to rise a;xriin. We are not in favor, as you are, of 
having its " implements," 6lc, laid up in the choicest of 
cabinets, — nor of having the least vestige of it h it to her 
*' vitTorous successors," — but we wish it to crime to a 
coinpiete and everlastrnor f nd. Yon have sonietfiiiii: to 
say 111 favor of the iawi'uhiess ol secret societies. — In page 
9lii, you say, that '* of their intrinsic lawfuhifss, I have 
no doubt/' and that *' for any government to forbid them. 
Would in my view, be rank tyranny." 

1. We oppose this opinion, first, bv a view of some 
circufiksiunces of the case In this country, tlie people, 
who are always the best j'uii^es of ilieir own interest, sj<>v- 
ern — and if they are (iis[)()se(l to prohibit by law, the e.\- 
islence of secret socK^ties, iliere is no tyranny in the 
case; for it is absurd to suppose that the people, in the 
free exercise of their preroi^atives, will oppress them- 
selves. Tberelore sri^iuld it ever become the popular 
opinion, that secret vsocietie^ ouufht not to exist, the omiS' 
sion to prohibit them bvlaw would be "rank tyranny,** 
because this omission would give indnlcrence to the Jeio 
witiioiit an express riiiht, to trample on the privilecjes of 
the ladtiif. As the case now i.s, and has been, for many 
years in our country, the masonic institution is an "itnpe- 
rium in imperio." The preroirutives uiiich it has assum- 
ed are unchartered It has grown up by mere indulgence. 
Society at large should never bi? exposed, to be practised 
upon by a few " sous of light." Masonry has been the 
instrument lu the hands of bad men, of [)iratical depreda- 
tions oil the [)eople. If the people have foes, it is ris^ht 
that tliov should see them ami their weapons, and under- 
stand liieir |)lans — that they may have an equal chance 
for their lives. Masonry is such an instrument as we 
have, in part, described it; and there are many in whose 
bands it has been intrusted, who were not dull in appre- 
hending y)ir what purf/nse the instrument is made. 

2. Another argument against the intrinsic lawfal* 
nesB** of this secret society is the great faciliiy which it 
afifirds for secret transactions of an immoral character. 
This forms a solid objection to it which can never he pa^ 
ted over. These transactions which are to be kefit ee* 
cret under the sanctioa of the severest penalties, are a 
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temptation to the greatest enormities, and afford precisely 
such securities ai^aiiisl detection and pijnidhment, as the 
vilest ot' men desire. The goo(i can never need such 
securities, and the had do not dei>erve them, nor is it safe 
for society, 'that ihey should have them. If a man is al- 
ways obligful lo act n])eiihj^ lie is stroni^ly induced to act 
Iwneslhf. But give him un oppori unity to act secretly ^ 
and tlio security af^ainst punislimeni, which masonry 
guarantees, wjih ^reat streniith and a drcadiul encriiy, 
and he uill act fnore agreeahly to the selfish propetisiiies 
of a sinful heart. Continue in existence your society, 
and many will be di.^jiosed to cultivate the bad principles 
of their nature ; al)olL>!j it, and they will be disposed to 
cubivatft the better princi|dcs. 'Fliieves, robbers, and 
counterfeiters, do not niatuie and discuss their plans in 
open assemblies, but in strnt^ ** neither come they to the 
light, because their deeds are evil." They may cultivate 
the *• friendships and honor" peculiar to tbemsftlvest, as 
nrasons may cultivate the dispositions peculiar to their 
unlawful compact, but on the whole, the character is gen- 
erally impaired, and society is injured. 

3. In maintaining your views, you hypocritically say, 
page 9, ^' if these secrets injure no one from their very 
nature, they mu8t be referred to the day when all secrets 
will lie disclosed." But we reply, that such is the naiure 
of your secrets, when joined with the srlfish nature of 
nian, that they will be injurious to society. To this role 
there may be excepti<ms, hut the rule itself is founded 
upon the broad and philosophical view of the hitman char^ 
acter, A dagger, from its very nature, injures no one ; 
but pat daggers into the hands of such men as those with 
whom you have confided your secrets, and they are dan- 
gerous instruments. We do not approve of their being 
worn, ibr the purpose of practising upon others who wear 
them not. , Harmless as the instrument of masrmry is in 
itself, good men ought not to wish for it — and bad men 
do not deserve it. Oiur safety in lives, character and 
property, in our pro8|ien>as application to business, and 
in our various privileges, guaranteed to us by the go?« 
ernment under which we repose, requires that this in- 
fltrument be wrested from the hands of bad men — and 
eonaeqnentiy from ail— because in constitutional pro?ii« 
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iotis, diBlinctions are impractioable« As the om now is, 
with masonic magistrates, jururb^ &c. &c. if we must ap- 
peal to such a court, with a mason for an antagonist, we 
go not with equal hopes or privileges for success. We may 
be wrong in such a mUnner as to obtain no redress by 
legal process ; bucause perhaps, we cannot show that these 
masouic oflicers have, in a tangible manner^ violated tho 
UUar of the law, altiiough its spirU has been corruptly 
diiiregarded. 

We have another remark to make on the manner m 
which you are disposed to express )'ourselfy coucetning 
these secrets — that ** they must be referred to the day 
when all secrets will be disclosed/' What is your mmty* 
ing here! Is it, that yuur secrets cannot be known t 
Deceive not yourself, nor vainly attempt to deceive others 
— for they are known. Or, do you mean, that if they are 
known, the public cannot touch them now — that they are 
not to enjoy the liberty of examining the naiurt ol this 
extraordinary code, thus thrown out before their gaze t 
And if so, by what legitimate authority is this liberty 
abridged, and this silence of the tongue imposed 1 la 
our vjew, these revelations are things of this world, and 
men will Judge them according to the light which iiod 
hath given them. 

But you proceed page 9, and make the following dee* 
laraiion, in liivor of the kurj'uincss ol* your society, ** that 
I know nothing in our secrets wiiich appears to one con- 
trary to the word of Uod or the rights of men — and that I 
never had the least suspicion that there was any masouio 
penalty worse than expulsion." 

Witii respect to this hrst clause, we have already re* 
marked in substance, what we deem sutficieut— on the 
last clause, we say, that such assertions are by no means 
new things to us, — we have, long since, understood them^ 
We know what is pledged to those who are about to be 
initiated, when in the preparation room, that nothing is 
to be imposed which will injure their *' religion or their 
politics." We also understand how masonry is " ex* 
plaiiiecj" to some candidates, who are horror j?truck at 
the oaths; we grant that there is a favorable cotniiieiiiary 
on such passatrcs — yet we also understand the commen- 
tary on lho«e same oatlis, whenever there is an intended 
revelation of your seciets — we have the commentary in 
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the mnr(]er of Morgan — it is written in blood. Perhaps 
you iiti{J your conscience rest easy under the one com- 
ment, bui we cannot under the other. But on this point, 
there is a wide ditVerence of opinion in the iiiterpretiifion 
of those irernendoiis oaths, amontj'your own bretlireu; the 
moyt of them umJcrstanding the penalties accordingr to 
the legitimate construction r)f lanijuage While ilierefore 
tliere is the difference of opinion on this fundamental ar- 
ticle, ainong your brethren, and while you are still dispo- 
sed to defend masonry in the gross, you cannot expert to 
feel satisfied wilh the ccmtinned existence of an insiitu- 
tion which contains such provisions; for whenever a 
great occasion aiises, the penalties are inflicted by some 
of your brethren, (the rest standing by,) and if the deed 
comes to light, nothing is more convenient than for you to 
say, that those executioners did not properly interpret their 
cbligationSf and still you go on and support the instita- 
tion I An innitution from which such outrages will pro- 
ceed more or less frequently, as naturally as water runs 
down hill. * Where are the men to be found who will 
support your institution t We reply, that they must ner- 
er be found ami nig the namber of those whom we may 
in future ordain to the work f>f the ministry. Now, sir, 
with all these facts and considerations before yon, can 
you not possibly see any thing against the ** iniriosic 
lawfulness" of stich secret societies 1 But such is the 
strange infatuation of men oti some questions and on par- 
ticular occasions that possibly you will come out again 
and attempt to say some plausible things in favor of mth 
sonry in ih€ ffross — that the conduct of a great number 
of your brethren has fallen behtw their ** avowed princi- 
ples" and that we here only distcover the abused princi- 
ples of masonry, as in many instances we may notice the 
abused principles of Christianiiy->all this may pass off 
with the negligent and superficial as being very fine; 
though in our estimation, it is neither S'lid oor safe. 
For you may grace the hilt of the dagger with as maoy 
sparkling diamonds as you please, but they do not blunt 
the point. 

But masonry, like the responses of the heathen oracles^ 
is on some points exceedingly indefinite and flexible^ 
with some it is a very mysterious thing indeed, and with 
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tboM who look upon it with a stupid and unsuspecting 
wondoFi there is nothing which takes so happily as your 
fine eulogiums coining from "a full heart.'l It is so 
ancient^ so venerabie, such great names on the list of 
membership — so much like Christianity I ! But when we 
ask, what man has it made wise 1 what is the answer, hut 
sOent confusion 1 The general role is this^ that could 
the nature of this mysterious thing be known before hand^ 
wise and good men would not havelbeen juggled into it. 
On the unsuspecting, It has played off more tricks, and 
practised more impostures than any thing else excepting 
the church of Rome. See the simple, the wise and great 
ones of this world in their passage from one degree to 
another, hoping to catch something by and by, and some- 
times thinking they were close to it — one more step — 
and then! and what thent why then, all this reminds 
tts of the ludicrous chase of our childhood to catch the 
rainbow. 

We have only to add here to the preceding remarks, 
on the " intrinsic lawfulness" of your institution, that if 
^ou permit the question to be decided by scriptural max- 
ims, the decision will be against you. Every thing which 
is thus secret, does not meet with the approbation of the 
New Testament. The principle whidi induces any com- 
pany to perpetual secrecy, must be selBsh and corrupt — 
or it would not have received the direct denunciation of 
our Lord, who knew what was in man — ^and therefore 
renders the true reason for secrecy, when he said "nei- 
ther come they to the light, because their deeds are evil.'' 
By order of the Consociation,* 

JOHN TAYLOR, Moderator. 

SILAS PRATT, Clerk. 



* Names of memb ers of the Consociation. 

Rev. John Taylor, Merdon; Uoy. Mr. Jones^ Menrlon ; James 
Saxton, Mendon ; Rev. VVm. P. Kcndrick^ Shelby, Orleans Co. ; 
Rev. Milton Huxly^ Stafford, Genesee, Co.; Rev. Jahex ^pUter^ 
N. Penfield, Monroe Co.; *4bel C. Ward, Bergen, Genesee Co.; 
Ezra CooTiy Byron, Genr^see Co. ; Rev. Elihu Mason., Beiven, 
Gene<?ee Co. ; Rev. Thrman Hahey, Bergen, Genesee Co. ; Dea. 
Joseph Blosn, Brighton, Monroe Co.; Jlbijah Gould, Henrietta, 
Monroe Co. ; TAeodere Inzer »t)U, Offden, Monroe Co. ; Rev. £ 
Raymond, N. BristoU Ontario Co.; Kev. JuUux Steely East l^ioooi 
field, Ootario Co.; Rev. John F* £U$9t Gaiaeeville, Genesee Co. 

12 
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REMARKS ON S£CR£T SOCIETIES. 

Addressed to dt£ Anii'Tnasomc ConvitUum, field at Dedham, Mass, January 1, 
im. By BenjMun Waterhotue, M. J},* 

Being called to ihc unusaal station of presiding over a 
large, deliberative as-Linhly, the noveU^ of Liie situation 
calls, of course, lor your indulgence. 

As a retired ludu, I may not be cx^ictly acquLiiiited 
with the precise views, and predominant feelings of the 
numerous delegation here convened. I know, generally, 
that it has been occasioned by certain alarming events, 
which have roused the universal attention of one of the 
largest States in the Union ; and that this agitation was 
excited by deeds of cruelty and bloodshed, instigated, it is 
said and believed, by a very numerous and growing secret 
society of active and aspiring men, knit together by 
solemn vows, and unoaiial oaths, with shocking penalties 
annexed, unknown to our laws, and repugnant to oar 
feelings as men and Christians ; and that this serious state 
of things has called us together, to look into the disorder; 
and if we cannot at once, devise and apply the remedy, 
to prevent, at least, its spreading. Let me promise, bow- 
ever, that the task is not an easy one, from the very 
nature of the disease; it being ** a pestilence tkeii wai.k- 

ETH IN PARKNESS." 

My observations, at this time, must be of a general 
complexion, and not of a particular nature. It appears, 
from the earliest records of mankind, that there has ex- 
isted in almost every country, little combinations of 
restless men, like what is now called masonry. In the 
BiGHTH chapter of the book of Ezekielj (who lived 590 
years before Christ,) you will find mentioned about five 
and twenty men," in a secret recess, " with their backs 
towards the temple of the Lord, and their faces towards 
the east^ worshipping the sun." 

There was a combination of great influence and celeb> 
^rtty in Greece, that generally met at Athens, denominated 

* B. Waterhouse, M. D. formerly Professor of the Theory and 
Practice of Phy.-^ic in Harv.mi Univei'sity ; and Profeworot JMatural 
Uii^tory ia brouu Uuiver:iity. ^ 



Digitized by Google 



onifiom OH FacEVjiiOKMr. 



the JBtesi'iifiiit Mjfstery^ conducted with deep solemDitjr 
and secreej. If any of the initiated revealed the secrets 
of it, it was thought unsafe to lire in the same house with 
him, lest it should, by the wrath of the gods, be struck 
with lightning, and the wretch was put to death. Yet 
the sagacious Socrates, that wonder of his age, that light 
shining in a dark place, denounced that secret masonry 
of the Grecians, as impious towards Heaven, and mis- 
ehievoas towards the community at large, and it is well 
known that for this attack on their secret society^ he was 
condemned to drink the fatal hemlock. 

Men of a certain cast of mind are prone to wrap them* 
selves up in a cloud of mystery, that they may more easily 
govern their fellow creatures : a striking instance of 
which may he seen in the history of the first Popes of 
Rome, who, during several hundred years, bound in 
chains the human understanding, till Martin Luther ^ and 
other reformers broke the spell, and freed the human 
mind from a degree of slavery and thraldom that is scarce- 
ly credible. Reason was confounded by mystery, image 
worship, awe, dread and ignorance ; while the most de- 
graduBg superstition, and priestly violence upheld, for 
ages, a debasing system of mental oppression. 

If we recur to the oldest book we have, the Bipr.E, we 
shall find that the Jewish system was made up chietiy of 
ceremonies, types, and figures, denoting intellectual 
things, and moral duties. This mode of teaching moral- 
ity was, at that early period of the world, necessary — ab- 
folritely necpssary — and wliy ? because then, not one 
person in ten thousand, bcsido the priesthood, could read. 
The people were not then able to exliibit thoi/^^hfs to the 
iijc by [ncans of writing, hence the nocesi>;ity arose of 
tcachin<:^ by sii^ns and symbols^ that when these struck the 
eye, they should raise corresponding idoa« in the mind, 
and thus convey moral truths an'l duties by the sunlit and 
by the operation of tools, and mechanic instruments. 
This is the fulcrum on which rests and turns the first, 
and most fascinating part of masonic instruction, which, 
from its simj^licity, and manifest a<^iptation, delights ^ 
young and uniufornu cl mind, predisposed to wonder. 

The pleasing analogy between thing;s nuiterial and in- 
tellectual, strikes with admiratiou the imperfectly educat- 
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ed mind ; and Itesss wu permitted, if not enjoined to 
use it» in goreraing the mx hundred thoasand Jews 
whom he led oat of Egypt : and modern masons have ini» 
itated the lighter parts of it. I saj the l^hUr parts of it, 
fox the Persian^ if not the Egyptian mode of teaching ^e 
most weighty and important truths, was of a higher 
standard, and of a more sublime nature* This was the 
secret literature of the ancient kings, taught them in 
strict confidence by the Magi, or ** wise men of the east,** 
who were the Grand-mastbrs of the symboliea] mhool.. 
While modern masons make a structure or temple, the 
symbol or emblem of society, the Magi made the order, 
and government of the material world, a mirror or looking^ 
glass for the politicat government of a state. In the 
highest grades, they took their emblems from what 
they knew of the seiar system, — the sun, moon, and 
stars — the succession of day and night — the beantiibl 
variation of the seasons, and their delightful conse^ 
ijuences ; in which the Son, the eye and soul of this lower 
world, afforded them a glorkms, and exhausUess em* 
Mem I It is worthy of notice that the Peruvians and 
Mexicans on this continent, hare the same ideas inters 
woven with their religion. 

But all this typical, or mechanical morality was swept 
away by Christianity, which substituted intellect in its 
place. Instead of tangible and visible things, it made the 
Christian's heaven, not a material structure, the work of 
a slowly proiirf ssivc architect, layinsrone hewn-sione upon 
another, (wliich the Bible forbids,*) but a " temple not 
made with hands,'"' and iherefnre " cterjw!." 

We neither censure, nor deride those who are enrap- 
tured with a system tliat addresses itself, lilce the worship 
of images, to the eyesight. Yet we may, I hope, be 
allowed to express surprise and wondt^^r, arid even aston- 
ishment, that clergymen — ministers of the Clinstian prot^ 
estant religion, should be so attached, as some are, to a 
system of ceremonies — forms — types — figures and instru- 
ments, and be aiding in getting up a sudden, theatrical 
yjontrivance, to effect amazement instead of exhibiting 
the inward man of the heart ! — We lament that any 

* Exodus, cb. zz. 2S, 



Digitized by Google 



I 

OPINIONS ON FRCEMASOKRV 



m 



teacher of a spiritual religion should take up with the 
Jtusk and shell instead of the meat ; or that he should ever 
mix the words of Christian worship with the jars^on of 
fnasonry, since it is ibrbiddcn in the Bible to mix linen 
with iruo/kn, or to plough with an ox and an ass ! * 
- But I iorbear, lest we should be thonghi to tread on 
iorbidden ground, and intermeddle with any one's religion, 
which is, with every individual, a sacred thing, while 
that of Freemasonry is, and ought to be open to the 
decent examination of any man, at this time of apprehen- 
sion, and well grounded alarm for the safety of the citizen, 
and the fiee and righteous course of justice in judges and 
injurymm. 

Your aim, if I rightly comprehend it, is to induce each 
member of the mystical society in question, to tMnk^ so 
as to satisfy himself whether he has built his house on a 
sandy foundation, or upon a ruck ; and whether, in se- 
lacting his mental food, he has been sufficiently careful 
to strip off the hmk^ retaining only that part which con- 
stitutes solid and wholesome nutriment ; and this sort of 
food is to be found in Christianity — a system purely intel- 
lectual, that has no need to hare recourse to fright or to 
shocking OATHS, which the New Testament positively 
forbids, and strictly enjoins io" do tnoknce to no numJ* 

There are mysteries enough in the creation around us, 
without presumptuous, short-sighted men getting logetheri 
in the night, to contrire new ones, the tendency of which 
is to make straight things crooked, instead of making the 
eipoked path of life straight. 

The htiman faculties cannot comprehend many things 
in creation. In the vast frame of nature, some of its 
parts are placed so high up, that we cannot examine them, 
and must remain ignorant this side the eternal world. 
But it is not so with the aifairs of men. In human socie- 
ty nothing ought to be mysterious to a wise man, seeing, 
by due c^re, pains and industry^ he can understand every 
thing. Hence, every mystery between man and man, is 
** a mystery of iniquity f** whether it be in government, 
in the arts and sciences, or in teaching morality, or in 
illustrating religion. 
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What then are we to think of a verj widely spread- 
tatoeialioD, planted, and watered by ample funds, in ete* 
ry village, town, city, and district of the United States, 
marshalled by numerous grades of officers, bearing royal, 
military, and hierophaniical titles, the very cement and 
essence of which is secrecy ? — whose meetings are never 
held until (he sun has sunk beneath the horizon, and the 
curtain of darkness shrouds the earth ; und whose door is 
guarded by a drawu sword ? — a system whose soul and 
suhsiarice is close concealments; a scheme, wliich, at 
every a.^ceiiding roiiiid of the ladder, covers the aspirant 
with a thicker and darker veil of ambiguity, surrounding 
every thing with a fearful \halo of mystery, g:enerating 
solemn doubt, or imperfect satisfaction — ^just sullicient to 
create a thirst for more light and information ; and yet 
the encouragers of these gropcrs in the dark call this 
anxious progreasion — going from west to ea&t in search 
of light ! 

I conceive the object of this Convention to be, to dis- 
courage the growth and continuance of all secret socie- 
ties whatever, without casting harsh reAectious on any 
man, or holding up individuals to public odium. Your 
tvish, I presume, is to enLrcat the fraternity of masons not 
to be led away by dark aud delusive tradiiiua; but to 
view the thing as it really is, by the steady light of phi- 
losophy and the Christian religion, and in a spirit worthy 
the present day, aud the country we live ii^ ; and not 
mistake mystery for wisdom, and solemn protessions for 
i>»orality, or, in oih r words, darkness for light. Our ar- 
dent wLsh is to aid the iiasLy and unthinking in divesting 
their parLial system of those enticing ccreinoaics, Lho&e 
fascinating figures, and captivating metaphors, which 
give to airy nothing a local habitation and a name.** 

To a moral people, situated and circumstanced as we 
are in these United States, all partial illumiuatioDs are 
iojurious The thiog to be desired is — tbc bright and 
SHiNiNa Light qp Truth, which may iilaminale ill 
things around it, and put au end tu our conflict with 
shadows. 

Let the lights of masonry continue burning, unmolesi* 
ed. But let the people outside their kMiges be so informed 
and instructe<l, that the boasted lights of the fraternity 
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•hall qipetr Ukt emuOei in <Ae iloy luK«i The period in 
which we Hfc, the governmeat we eojoj^ and the country 
we iehabiti demaiid thk homage to the hanan under* 
standing. 

One word more, and I am done.— We are all citisene 
of free States, in which every man has a right to tkink 
and to act without hindrance ; and we are all disposed to 
gnafaoty to him this privilege, provided he do not stand 
an armed man in the avenue to Justice ; and provided he 
attempt not to shelter himself behind Oaths and strange 
obligations^ unknown to our laws : and, above all, pro* 
vided he do not contaminate the sanctity of a vtrdict^T' 
the vaauM dictum of conscientious men. 



ADDRESS OF REV. MOSES THACHER, 

fUfort the A/Uitna*omc Metting, in Faneuil Hall, oh ihe aming q/ iSep- 

tember 8, 18S9. 

Mr. Chairman, — It lias been stated, that the object of 
tliib lueeting is, " To invesii^att the secret principles of 
Freemasonry,^' The first question therefore, which de- 
mands our attention, appears to be this: Are the 

SKCllET PRINCIPLES OF FrEEMASONRY BEFORE THE PUB- 
LIC ? If the secret principles of Freemasonry aro nui 
before the public ; then the interest, which has been ex- 
cited in the public mind, relative tu this subject, is without 
foundation, the object of our inr-etin;:; is cliiiiiGiical, and 
we have no subject beiore ix;i, eiLher wuflh), or capable 
of investigation. 

The issue of the question, which I have stated, must 
turn u()on these three positions : l u st^ Can the secret 
principles of Freemasonry be communicated? — Second' 
ly^ is the evidence plenary? — Thirdly^ Are the wit* , 
nesses competent ? 

In the first place, then, Cm the secrds of Fremastmnf 
he communicaUd f That the secrets of Preemasonry can 
be conunuDieated, is evidept from the very fact that there 
are secrets, A secret always Gansists in something. To 
say that a secret consists in nothing which can ^ commu* 
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nUaUd^ is a contradictkMi io terns* If I inpartaaything 
to another with the iajanction of aecrecy, it oeoeMaiilf 
implies, that what I have committed to bim as a secret, 
can be revealed to a third person. Otherwise, why the 
iajanction of secrecy ? No man ever commits nothing to 
another, with the charge of secrecy . I f then we admit, that 
there are secret principles belonging to the masonic insti- 
tution, we must admit that those principles can be reneakd. 
But, that there have been secret principles belonging to 
the masonic institution, has always been avowed by ma- 
sons themselves ; and they have professed to be under 
obligation to withhold those principles from all persons 
who are not received as members of the masonic society. 
Thij^ fact is also confirmed by tiie highest masonic au- 
thority. " The Book of Constitutions" for Massachusetts, 
compiled by Rev. Thaddeus Mason Harris, D. I)., says, 
(p. 37,) The virtue indispensably necessary in masons, 
is SKcin:( V. This is ilic ground of their confidence, and 
the seciiriiy of th( ir irast. So great stress is laid upon it, 
iJfat it IS infirrrrd loirltr thr strongest PENALTIES ANl^ 

OBLIGATIONS 1'' Now it wouid be absurd in the extreme, to 
communicate anything to another as a secret, " under 

THE STRONGEST PENALTIES AND OBLiGATTON.S," whco, at 

the same time, that thing could not he rfvrnhd to a third 
person. It is indisputable, then, that lln re are secret prin- 
ciples belongmg to iho masonic institution, and that those 
principles con he communicated. 

In the second place, Is the evidence PLENARr, that the 
secret principles of Freemasonry are now before the pub- 
lic? If the fulness of evidence, is depending npoii the 
number of vvitrjesses, there can be no doubt that the 
evidence in their case isFLENAKv. What evidence, then, 
have we, that tlie secret principles of the order have been 
divulged ? 

1. We have Prichard's ** Masonry Dissected,'* first 
published as early as 1730; and which professes to be a 
I nil and iair disclosure of the first three degrees, which 
were the whole of Freemasonry in existence at that time. 

2. We have the disclosures contained in the publica- 
tion entitled, " Jachin and Boaz," which testifies sub- 
stantially to the same things, with this difference, that the 
institution has become more complicated in its ceremo- 
nies, with additional clauses to its several obligations. 
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8. ** Illustrations of Masonry,'* by William Morgan. 
•This publication, in diction^ differs sufficiently from 
" Jachin and Boaz," to show that it ib the genuine work of 
its reputed author ; and yet confirms the testimony of the 
preceding, in such a manner that masons have said, "It 
is nothing but the old story * newly vamped.* " 

4. We have the explicit testimr>ny of TniRTY-KiGHT 
SECEDING MASONS, at the first Le Roy Convention, who 
have averred, that Morgan's " Illustrations" are substan- 
tially correct, and have also given a revelation of succeed- 
ing degrees, if I mistake not, up to fifteen, 

6. We have the testimony of one hundred and 
TW15NTY-NINE, some of whom had received at least twenty 
de^rees^ who signed the Anti-masonic Declaration of In- 
dependence, certified to the correctness of Mororan, and 
who also confirmed the revelation made by tlie Le Roy 
Convention. 

6. We have the evidence of fifteen of different de- 
grees, in Genesee county, New- York, who have given 
their affidavits before the civil magistrate, that the " Illus- 
trations of Masonry/' made by William Morgan, are sub- 
stantially trae. 

7. The public have, by estimation, at least fitb hun- 
dred seceding masons of different degrees, and in different 
parts of oar conntry, who have not only certified the same 
thing in respect to Morgan, but have also eonfiirmed the 
disclosares made at Le Roy. In addition to these, they 
have perhaps not less than two thousand, who have 
mriuallt/ testified the same thing, by withdrawing from 
the institution. 

More than all this, we have THE KIDNAPPING 
AND MURDER OF WILLIAM MORGAN!! Here, 
the evidence is written in BLOOD. It is " mwrked^ cut, 
carvedf stained and enffraoen" by masims. themselves, in 
crimson lines, too legibly to be obliterated ; and too deeply 
impressed upon the mind of every /ree American citizen, 
ever to be forgotten. If Morgan has made no disclosures 
in the opinion of masons, detrimental to their institution, 
why was the village of Batavia filled with strangers, after* 
wards found to be Freemasons, passing and repassing, 
from high twelve at noon, till low twelve at night," as- 
sembling in conclave, and concerting measures for his 
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deslniction t Why were six Royal Arch ChapletB, and 

every lodge in that vicinity, engaged, either directly or 
iadirectly, in thai horrid consptraey ? Why was Miller's 
office enreloped in flames, and its unfortanate occnpant 
iokm^ and rekakm^ and taktn again; before safficient 
strength coold be mastered eflfeetualiy to resoae him from 
the hands of this lawless banditti f Why was Morgan 
transported from Bataria to Canandaigua, and from Ca* 
nandaigua to Niagara, there to be first tmprismed^ and 
then butchered? These qaestions, and ten thousand 
more of the same nature, are unanswerable, except on the 
ground, that, in the opinion of masons, Morgan had 
violated his obligations, and made disclosures, which they 
considered masonically illegal. 

Again; The conduct of Freemasons themselves, affords 
un^ui vocal testimony that the secret principles of their 
institution are before the public. What is it that has 
shaken, to its very centre and foundation, every Lodge, 
and every Chapter, and every Encampment, from Maine 
to the Mississippi, and from the Lakes to the Atlantic ; if 
Mortran and other seceders have not made ia full and fetr 
disclosure of what have been called masonic secrets! 
We may indeed, well ask, partly in masonic language, 
not, *' what occasions the alarm " toithout 7 but what 
occasions the alarm" within? Why have Freemasons 
used every possible exertion to defame and destroy the 
futation of seceders; if the " secret mysteries" of thdl 
institution have not been developed ? 

But the strongest argument, that has yet been presented 
to prove the affirmative of our main question, is, what we 
have seen and heard in this Hall, this evening ! ! I 
hope it will not be considered that I intend to cast reflece- 
tions ; for I am certainly surprised as well as gratified^ 
that Freemasons themselves, on this occasion, should, so 



• The speaker here alludes to the hissing of the fraternity. So 
soon as he touchec^ " th(^ Mororan affair," the Frcemason«», through- 
out the hall, raised such a ciauior and hissing, that his voice was 
drowned for tome miautes, and he was obliged to stop, until tbS 
Cbdrman, who presided with fi;roat decision snd dignity, succeeded 
in restoring order. The hiss irm;, however, instenrl of di^ronrcrting 
ti»e speaker, as was intended, afforded the most favorable opportunity* 
possible to illustrate what he had at first stated. 
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unexpectedly, put into my mouth an irresistible argument 
in favor of my position. It cannot be denied, then, that 
the evidence is plenart/ that the secret principles of Free- 
masonry are before the public. The only remaining^ 
question, is, 

Are the wilnesses competent ? That they were Freema- 
sons, there can be no dispute. This, Freemasons them- 
selves do not pretend to deny. They must, therefore, 
have known wheliier or not they were telling the truth. 
They must have known whether or not they had passed 
through these ceremonies, which they describe as the se- 
crets of masonry. For, thaf were men of cummun sense. 
Otherwise it can artrue nothinor in favor of the iustitutioa 
to have received them as members. 

Many of these witnesses arc knoivn to the public^ as 
men of sterling talents, and strict integrity. They were 
certainly acknowledged as such, by Freemasons them- 
selves, until the moment they left the institution. If 
then these witnesses were ever worthy to be believed, 
they were worthy of credence when they dissolved their 
connexion with the masonic institution. A man's char- 
acter does not change in a minute. It always takes time 
for any person to become '* a drunken, worthless, miser* 
able vagabond as masons have represented some^ if not 
the most of their seceding brethren^ who were in aoknow* 
ledgcd good feliowsbtp with them, until the moment of 
their secession. 

Nor do these witnesses come forward under the crim^ 
of acknowledged perjury, and then, as has been alleged . 
by maaonsy ask you to place confidence in their integrity. 
How have they perjured themselves t Not, certainly, 
against the laws of oar country. No person will presume to 
Qay, that there is any thing in any of our civil institutions 
to sanction masonic oaths ; but, on the contrary, many of 
these oaths, as they have been divulged, are in direct op^ 
position to our civil rights. It is equally evident that 
they have not perjured themselv<es against the law of God. 
That perfect rule of moral conduct, which allows no man 
toforswew himself^ and which is recognised and sanc- 
tioned by Him, who said, Saear not at ail" must 
certainly condemn such oaths, as masons are said to take 
upon themselves. There is nothing in the whole Word 
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of Ood, urbieh wmantA the a4nliuiU«tipn and obterTaoee 
of sttch oaths, any more iban thai of Herod, to kill John, 
or than the curse that the Jews imprecated upon them- 
aelvet^ *^ that they woald neither eat nor drink until the/ 
had killed PaaL'* On this subject, I fear nol to appeal 
to the common sense of any enlightened, intelligent and 
impartial citizen. Indeed, there has been but sne epimonp 
with jurists, divines ancL laymen, who have attended to 
the subject, and who are not biassed in favor of Freeman 
sonry, that what seeeders have alleged to be masonic 
oaths, are neither nuraify nor hgaUy binding. But, if 
seeeders have perjured themselves against the masonic 
institution, and not against the laws of God and ourcooii- 
try ; why, then, the mssonic institution is in opposUian to 
the laws of God and of our country, 

YoUf fellow citiaen, are a Freemason, and you aay. 
These individuals are perfwrtd^ and, therefore, not to he 
MUved, Why '! Because they have violated their ma* 
sonic obligations, and have divulged something that is 
unlawful. This yoti admit; and, in admitting this, you 
virtually say, that the secrets of masonry are before the 
public, and hence, you are perjured, ipso facto, as much 
as tliey, and that on yowr oum confession^ 

The secrets of Freemasonry, then, ore before the puln 
Ue, Freemasons Jcnow that they are before the public ; 
and every intelligent citizen, who has attended to facts, 
has just as good evidence, that he is in possession of what 
were the secrets of masonry, as that there is such a place 
as London, or that there was such a man as Alexander 
the Great. It is, Mr. Chairman, an insult to your under- 
standing, for Freemasons to assert, that you know nothing 
about their secret mysteries. It is a species of falsehood 
Ibr any one to attempt to evade ilie sid^ect, and the groe^ 
nst imposition upon the public, for any Freemason to say, 
that the witnesses who have testified, are either incompe- 
tent, or that they have not told the truth. 

Now, if the secret principles of Freemasonry are before 
the public ; then the public have a right to examine them. 
The free citizens of this country have the same right to 
examine this subject, that they have to examine any other, 
which affects our religious and political interests. The 
clamor, raised by Freemasons, in order to suppress free 
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inquiry, or to check the freedom of the press, or to silence 
the warning voice, is ahogetber omreaMiialilei and an 
iafiriDgernent of the rights of every free oitizeo. 

We may as well eabmit reason end coBsdence to the 
decisions of an ecclesiastical hierarchy, or be under the 
dominadon of Osisar, as be denied the rigki and the 
privilege of investigating any subject which affects the 
public mind. This is a right, indeed^ which lireefneD 
cannot relinquish. The moment they relinquish this 
right, they are no longer freemen^ but daioes. Masons 
might first bmd, and then gagy William Iforgan ; hut 
they must first gag^ before they can himd a fru people,-^ 
They may continue to raise the cry, and to aing the song« 
PoliticaJ Anti-masonry .^Anti-masonry and Orthodoxy, 
—Anti-masonry and Unitarianism,*^Antt*masooty and 
Priestcraft,— Anti-masonry and Federalism,— Anti^ma- 
sonry and Democracy but they need not think to close 
the eyes, nor the ears, nor the months of an inteliigseni 
community, any more than the lullaby of the nurse can 
sooth to rest the motion of the elements. Those who 
watch over the religious and political interests of our 
country, and with untiring zeal and vigilaQce seek the 
general good of the great whole, cannot be satisfied with 
the mere outcry of Demetrius and his " ''^'lovv craftsman," 
— Great is Diana of the Ephesians.*' They must have 
strong reasons and conclusive arguments, that their " image 
which ibil dpwn from Jupiter" is of real, intrin^jic value ; 
or they will never consent to let it remain in the temple 
of their liberty. 

, The citizens of this community not only have the right 
to examine the principles of the masonic institution ; but 
they are under obUgatim^ to examine thoee principlee. 
Who, in thi5« country, can secure the rights of the people, 
but the people themselves 1 Every free citizen ought to 
feel himself highly responsible for the public welfare. . It 
is the duty of every free citizen, therefore, to examine 
every subject which affects the public weal. But who 
can suppose that the masonic institution has no bearing 
of any importance upon the general interests of our coun- 
try 1 Who can suppose that a society of three hundred 
thmand members, in the very heart of our country, with 
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9l fand, unlmUtdmd tmrestrieiedf at their control, can be 
capable of doing neither good nor hart* 

If the secret principles of the masonic institution are 
before the public ; then the public can judge of their na* 
ture and tendmcy. The time was^ perhaps, Mr. Chair^ 
man, when you mi^ht be disposed to inquire of masons, 
respectinj? the political and moral tendency of their insti- 
tution. But this inquiry of them, is now no longer neces- 
sary. Every intelligent citizen can examine for himself, 
and form an c^inion for himself . An enlightened com- 
munity will not now be satisfied with the bare assertion of 
Freemasons, that theirs *' is a noble, scientific, moral and 
charitable institution because every citizen must feel 
competent to examine and determine for himself. 

The public can judge of the morality of the masonic 
institution. They can judge, for example, whether the 
following clause in the Master Mason's oath, is founded 
upon the broad basis of Christian purity, or, is the legiti- 
mate ofispring of licentiousness, checked only by sel^ 
interest. Furthermore do I promise and swear, that I 
will not violate the chastity of a master mason's wife, 
mother, sister, or daughter, 1 knowing them to-be sucb^ 
nor suffer it to be done by others, if in my power to pre- 
vent it." — Now, if a Congregationalist should en tor into 
such a covenant respecting the wives, mothers, sisters and 
daughters, of his own particular communion, would not 
the Episcopalian, and the Catholic, and the Baptist, aud 
the Methodist, and the Friends, liave just reason to be 
jealous? Would they not draw the nnturai intf'rence, 
that the Congregationalist iTitrrided to re&irnin his pas- 
sions only so far as his own denomination was concerned, 
and to make common game of the wives, daughters, 
mothers and sisters, of ail others? AVuuld it not bt- an 
insult to common sense to say, tliat such a covenant as 
this maintained the principles of sound Tnorality ? It is, 
also, easy to determine whether an institution, in which 
the sacred names, titles and attributes of Jehovah, are 
used as pass-words, and mock miracles are wrought as 
signs; and in which the Word of God is used with the 
most shocisifig familiarity, does tend to cherish tliat vene- 
ration for the Supreme Being, which becomes rational, 
moral, and accountable creatures. 
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HaTing the principles of the maBonie inatttution before 
them, the people can determine whether thoae principles 
are dangerous or salutary to a republican government. 
They can also judge, whether or not cxtra«judical oaths 
bare a tendency to bind mankind to regard the oath of 
God, which is necessarily imposed by civil authority. 

It must be acknowledged, that these are subjects of 
vital importance to this community ; and it cannot be, 
that the peo[^e of these United States will pass them 
over, without a critical, thorough, and impartial examina- 
tion. It cannot be, that the citizens of Boston, whose 
fathers were among the first to throw the gauntlet, and to 

bid defiance to the gigantic greatness of the British 
power,'' can be indifierent to the welfare of our country. 
It cannot be, that the citizens of Boston, who have been 
nursed in the lap, and rocked in the Cradle," of the 
American revolution, will refuse to investigate first prin« 
ciples, the suppression or prevalence of which may prove 
the salvation or destruction of our civil and religious libr 
erties. 



REASONS WHY THE CHURCH OF CHRIST SHOULD 
J}1SF£LL0V¥SUIP FK££MASONRY. 

Exiracl of a Sa'mon by lUv. Henry Janes, of Cabot, Vtrmr rtt, 

** And I heard another voice from heaven, saying, come 
out of her my people, that ye be not partakers of her 
sins, and that ye receive not of her plagues.'* 

It will not be expedient for me to say, that this voice 
from heaven must he considered, as uttered with special 
roferencc to the connexion of the church with the ma- 
sonic institution as it now exists in this country, but 
rather it becomos me to f;ill in witli the prevailinir opin- 
ion of onr commentators, that it was in view of another 
aburmnation, which has lonir liad its princi{)al seat in 
Italy, rather than in tliis part of the Zion of Still 
it is not the manner of the Divine Spirit, in his \^ arnings 
to the people of God, to bave exclusive reference to one 
evii^ when there are others of a similar nature which 



148 



opnnoss oai viuBEifikSOiriiT. 



flight be included in one, as well as to hMe separate 
warnings given against each of them. Therefore if the 

masonic institution, in its obligations and principles, be 
of that wicked and anti-christian character, which has 
now» for some time, been considered in fact t)ie case, by 
many who have given the subject the most impartial ii^ 
vestigatioo, the correctness of whose decision we are 
not prepared to disprove ; most certainly, that Being who 
spake from heaven, sayings, "Come out of her my people," 
having the same view of this institution from eternity, 
which he has at present, must have had allusion to this, 
as well as other evils and abomination^, in which his 
people are ever entangled. On the present occasion, 
then, we may feel authorized to lay aside every other 
interpretation of this command, and treat upon it, ns 
though it were spoken with exclusive reference to the 
pre:^ent connexion of the chtireh witli the institution of 
Freetnrisonry. Taking ttiis view of the subject, w iiich I 
must feel authorized to do, the people of God, or church 
of Christ, as a body are called npon, as by a voice from 
heaven, to come out of this iDStitutioD, io order to escape 
her sins and her plagues. 

To illustrate this command I propose to show that the 
Church is at present so entangled, or in fellowship with 
this institution, as to render the command in the text to 
come out of it, suitable. 

On this point, but little need be said ; and it will not 
be necessary to show, that there has ever been any such 
thing as a fbrmal act of the Church or any branch of it, 
acknowledging^ a communion or fellowship with Freema- 
sonry. The connexion which exists at preseiu, between 
the two instituti'HiF, has been accomplished by slow and 
imperceptible degrees, by the uniting of the members, 
each with the other, while the Church has continued till 
of late, to tolerate these connexions, with scarcely the 
least suspicion of treachery on the part of her pretended 
and accomplished fnend. Freemasonry. 

Although I have no knowledge but that ever since 
masonry has existed, it has been common for those con- 
nexions, more or less, to take place, I believe it to be 
quite a late thing, according to the recollection of the 
most aged, for any very large number of church members 
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tto be eoanected with that iiiBtitution, and more especiaU/ 
are we to consider it a late thing for any considerable 
number of the clergy to be connected with it. But dar- 
ing a few years past, in the growth of oar Churches and 

increase of ministers, it seems that a large proportion^ 
particularly of the clergy, by the remittance of the initia- 
tion fees generally, have been induced to join, so that, in 
New-England, I should not think it strange if among the 
various denominations, one fourth, or one third of their 
number have been drawn into the institution, while it is 
presumed, there is scarcely a Church to be found, if we 
except those of a very few denominations more careful 
than others in this thing, which has not in its connexion 
more or less of that fraternity, and perhaps, scarcely a 
lodge to be found without more or less of the members of 
the Church in its connexion. Whether the godly are 
willing or not, to acknowledge this relation, or fellowship 
for the masonic institution, there is certainly no way, at 
present, to evade the fact. Masonry has frequently dis- 
played her banners, her splendid array, and glittering or- 
naments in the house of God, and many times she has 
claimed the holy Sabbath for this purpose on funeral oc- 
casions, while the Church has not only yielded up her 
rights to her demands, but has seemed to manifest un- 
qualified approbation and complacency ; in addition to 
which, many of the Church have put on the masonic badge 
and walked in the procession. More than this, many of 
our clercrv huve officiated and taken the lead in tliese 
masonic exfulntions, as it were, and in eului^izinfr the in- 
stitution, thus manifc^sting, in the strongest and most 
public manner, tlieir fellowship f<ir its laws and princi- 
ples. Then while so large a portion of Christian tninis- 
tfTs and members of Churches, are thus fello\vsiiippin;r 
iliat institution, and the Church knowingly fellowships 
them in doing it, is it not, on the part of tlie Church, 
a practical acknowledn;meijt that the two institutions can 
walk in harmony and tL'llouship with o:\ch other? And 
how can this practical fellowship for tlic institution be 
separated from its corruptions and wickedness, wliich are 
now known to be attached to its character ? ^ Then is 
not the Church in a dreadful bondacre nnd entanglement, 
.so connected with that institution, while her blessed laws 

13* 
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of discipline must be trodden under Sootpto make waj 

for the executioa of nutsonic laws? 

Many of the members of our Churches, who have 
recently become acquainted with these facts, are looking 
on, witli the most bitter grief, because their brethren 
generally seem so backward to suspect any mischief from 
this Fonrce, that they cannot be persuaded to behold and 
turn away from such a deadly evil, justly feeling that, so 
long as the Church continue to fellowship Freemasonry, 
they must themselves be implicated in the anti-christian 
character of that institution. Can any one show, how 
this melancholy inference can justly be avoided 1 while 
now there is quite a tlirealeriirii^ aspect upon the tace of 
this iustitution, speaking a ]atJ2;iJage not difficult to be 
underst«jod, that if the Church will not peaceably retain 
her in fellowship, she will array all her forces against the 
Church for its overthrow. This threatening aspect of 
the institution, from which I would exonerate the char- 
acter of our masonic Christian bretlireri, seems to be, 
perhaps, the most important reason, why there is such an 
aj)parent trenibhng and reluctance to come forward, with 
many of our brethren in important stations, \\ bo appear 
to see the danger of the Church, and yet stand looking 
on, as though they were disinterested spectators; or wait- 
ing for a general ak\rm to be {riven, that all may act 
in concert, and with the greater safety. This being the 
situation of the Church, in regard to the masonic institu- 
tion, how reasonable the command from heaven, " Come 
out of her my people." — 1 pass now to urge some reasons 
for a compliance, on the part of the Church, with this im- 
portant command of heaven. 

The first reason which I shall notice, for the separa- 
tion of the Church from the masonic institution, in addi- 
tion to what may be considered as implied under niy for- 
mer proposition, is that which is first mentioned in the 
texty' " That ye parUMke not of ker sku" that is, that the 
Gharch, and its members may not be looked upon, and 
dealt with from heaven, as participating in the present 
manifested guih of Freemasonry. We have already ta- 
ken something of a view of the evil deeds of this instita- 
tion as they have, of late, been exhibited, since its veil of 
darkness and secrecy have .been so entirely remov^. 
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Although there have been no small number of men, of 
moral and religious principles, wiio have been deceived 
by the alluring pretensions of tfiat institution to become 
ita members, who, by their goodly lives, have seemed to 
enstarap upon it outwardly, the appearance of a humane, 
moral, and almost a religious institution, yet, from its 
true character as it has exinbited itself of Jate, separate 
from what it has borrowed irom the Church, and the 
character of good men who have been drawn into it, I 
should think we are safe in considerinir some of lis le- 
gitimate fruits to be, falsehood, deception, pride, oflice, 
power, profanity, perjury, dei>ui, defamation, murder and 
treason. Can the Church, living in fellowship with this 
institution, while such of its characteristics are exhiljited 
to public view, prosper any better than Israel couid, when 
defeated and slam before the inhabitants of Ai, merely 
because one of their number, Achun, had pilfered a wedge 
of gold and hid it, while this, no doulu, was a secret to 
Israel generally? Although it is often ^aid, that the 
Church has never flourished more than within lliirtj 
years past, wliich is during the very period of the princi- 
pal i^rrowth of Freemasonry in this country, as an argu- 
ment to convince us, that they ought not now to be sepa- 
rated ; the argument appears to me unsound, though it is, 
periiaps, as good as any other wlucli could be produced 
for the same purpose.— The arcrument is evidently un- 
sound, because, until a very short time past, the evil or 
anti-christian character of Freemasonry has been con- 
cealed, like a serpent in the grass, so that the Church 
has not had occasion to suspect but that its professions of 
humanity and benevolence, were hearty and sincere. 
Thus it appears, that " God winked at** her ** ignorance 
is her cootiDoiDg so long to walk hand in hand with that 
inatitutioD, but now, since her true character k exposed^ 
should the Church continue this fellowship, she must ia- 
eYitably be a volaotary partaker ia all the guilt which is 
prored against that institotioii. 

A secood reason which I would now urge for a coin* 
pliaoce od the part of the Cbareh^ with tfae command to 
come out of the masonic institution^ is that which is also 
contained tn the text, " Thai yt receive not of her plagues.*' 
Nothings perhaps, is more sure, than that plagues sent 
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from God, are the just and natural consequences of !in- 
repcnled iniquity. Such plagues have someiiineis been 
experienced in this world, rather as a premonition of that 
** ftarful looking for of judgment and fiery indignation 
which shall devour the adi'crsarifs." Though we are not 
to suppose, that God will so abandon ins real cliildreii, 
€vi [1 in their wanderings trom liirn, as finally to give thein 
over to the kingdom of Satan, they may be called to ex- 
perience very severe sulltnings in consequence of their 
wicked conduct, and feci as though they were actually 
forsaken of God forever; — and by their examples of wick- 
edness, may be the means of bringing: plajrues upon their 
coiiipaiiions and posterity, which sliaii iuciude tiie dread- 
ful judgments of the eternal world. 

Were I to spr ik of the temporal plagues of the ma- 
sonic institution aa being alluded to, in the text, I should 
•ay, from present appearances, that in connexion with its 
•ins, some of which have been mentioned, as having ap- 
peared to public view, they appear to be, alienation, con" 
tention, division among the members, or a house most s/n- 
kingly divided against itself and an inevitable falling. 
It is devoutly to be hoped, that the Church may not be 
called to experience things like these, but I confess, that 
however some may differ from me in judgment, who are 
much wiser than myself, I am unable to see, from a long 
and close examination of the subject, any way by which, 
these very 'plagues can be averted from the Church only 
by her unreserved coming out from that institution ac- 
cording to a command from heaven. I know that this 
represents the Church and its members as being in a pe- 
culiar and trying situation ; but certainly, not so appa- 
rently beyond remedy, and dangerous to individuals, as in 
the reformation, when it became necessary for it, to e^ 
cape the plagues of heaven, to come out from the Romish 
Church. 

In further urging reasons for a compliance with this 
command, on the part of the Church, I will here notice 
one fact, which must appear obvious to all who have ex- 
amined this subject and its hearing upon the Church, 
and that is, such a general cessation of revivals of reli- 
gion in our land, since the disclosures of the secrets and 
character of masonry. Though there may be a few ex- 
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ceptions, I think it will be admitted generally, by those 
who arc familiar with these thinors, that in all our Church- 
es where Freemasonry exists, and her character is exam- 
ined by the brethren, they have seemed at once disquali- 
fied for any further special maniicstaiion uf the Divine 
Spirit, in the awakening and conversion of the impeni- 
tent among lliem. And is it not apparent, that the 
Church must sink, and continue to sink, until there shall 
be a deliverance effected from this melancholy evil ? I 
am well aware of the responses of thousands of voices, 
where such a question as this may be asked, from those 
who yet think favorably of Freemasonry ; and I shall not 
question but that multitades of well meaning persons^ 
who acknowledge and deplore the evil now before us* as 
much as ourselves, do honestly believe at the same time, 
that it is not masonry, but tmii'^nasanry, which Is the 
guilty cause. Bat certainly, if this must be taken fi>r 
good logic, though revivals in many cases have been ob- 
served to be checked, so soon as the masonic question 
began to be examined, or anti«masonry appeared there, so 
to speak ; then surely it must be equally good reasoning, 
if there should be some of the most scandalous wicked- 
ness, secretly introduced into a Church, perhaps, igno- 
rantly at first, by some of its well meaning members, and 
should for some time lie concealed, from this Church and 
the world, while the place might be experiencing a re- 
freshing from the presence of the Lord, to say as before, 
after this wickedness and scandal shall be uncovered to 
all the people, if any of the Church shall protest against 
it, and refuse any fellowship for it, then these are the 
gailty individuals who have put a stop to the revival, if it 
shall cease, rather than others who might have introduced 
the scandal at first, and still persist in retaining and jus- 
tifying it in the Church. 

Must it not be agreed by all, that the Churches of our 
land, which have ^gan to experience trouble from the 
subject of Freemasonry, cannot expect to enjoy the smiles 
"of heaven again, until it can somehow be disposed of 
among them ? Then how shall it be disposed of, but by 
a general withdrawing from the fellowship of the institu- 
tion? Sure, it can no more be hushed up and forgotten, 
where it is, and the Churches thus be restored to peace. 
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than the earth can be stopped in her revolutions and the 
sun prohibited his shining. But a separation from the 
masonic institution, is practicable, and expedient, and 
in my opinion the only way which can be devised, 
whereby the church can here rest aitd be bailt up. 

Again, shall not the express commands of heaven be 
regarded? What concord kaih Christ mth Bdialf or 
what part haih he that helieveth mth an mfidd? and what 
agreement hath the temple of God with idols f Wherefore 
come out from among them^ and he ye separate saith the 
Lord,** So in our text, And I heard another voice 
from heaoen, sayings come out of her, my people," 



ADDRESS OF THE WATERBURT ANTI-MASONIC 

MEETING. 



At « numerem meetin<r nf Freemen opposed to the principles of SpeeulaUm 
Af'tsonr;/ . hofden a' ihf Mt't:tin<r-house. in VVaterhnrif, TtVv/?iwo-/a/i rounUi, 
Vl. on the "llth of October, 1829, Uie Hon. Ezra IJutlek, Ex-Govenwr 
of Vermont^ was ehoatn PVvrid^, aiu< Charles Calkivs ccnd EiTMtrs 
8. New COMB, l^rrdarie*, Tht /(Mowing Addnu was sitbmitud to lAc 
meeling, and adopted, 

Fci.Low Citizens, — In addressing you, we would 
freely and fearlessly express our views concerning Free- 
masonry — not for /the purpose of creating prejudices in 
your minds against Freemasons, but to show you the na- 
ture and tendency of their institution. Our objections to 
Freemasonry are founded principally on. the masonic 
oaths, such as have been revealed, and are not now denied 
by masons who adhere to the institotton. On a fair 
construction of these oaths, the following conclusions are 
deducible 

It exercises jurisdiction over the persons and lives of 

its members. 

It arrogates to itself the right of punishing its members 
for offences unknown to the laws of this or any other 
nation. 

It requires the concealment of crimes and protects 
the guilty from punishment. 
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" It encourages the commission of crimes by affordiii|^ 
the guilty facilities of escape. 

Ti affords opportunities for the corrupt and designing 
to form plans against the government^ and the lives and 
characters of individuals. 

** It destroys all principles of equity by bestowing its- 
ftvors on its own members, to the exclusion of all others 
equally meritorious and deserving. 

*' It creates odious aristocracies, by its obligations to 
support the interests of its members^ in preference to others 
of equal qualifications." 

It requires a spirit of malevolence in its members^ con- 
trary to the precepts of the gospel. 

An institution fraught with such principles as we find 
in Freemasonry, we cannot view with complacency.— 
When all its doings are secret, it must excite the jealousy 
of a free people. Its members may resolve no evil, or it 
Rjay resolve the overthrow of oar liberties. Abroad, rev- 
olutions have been effected by Freemasonry, and they may 
be ellc'Ctcd by it here as well as there ; fur it is admitted 
that the principles of Freemasonry are the same the 
world over. Then ought we not to be jealous of this in- 
stitution, and more especially now, than formerly, as its 
shocking principles are fully revealed ? It is a knowledge 
of these f)rinciples that is calling forth the energies of the 
people in opposition to Freemasonry. In these princi- 
ples the people can see nothing to approve, but much to 
censure. It is these principles which give an odious 
character to the institution. 

Because Washington, Franklin, and otiier worthies 
have been members of it, it by no means follows that the 
institution is not corrupt : bad men have been menibcrsof 
a good institution — and good men have been drawn in to 
become members of a bad institution. While we venerate 
good men who have been, or are, nominally. Freemasons, 
we would fearlessly oppose the instiiuluMi, and the doings 
of those men who are governed by its pernicH^us princi- 
ples. Not that we expect by our exertions, suddenly to 
overthrow Freemasonry, which is so deeply rooted in our 
soil ; but we hope lo check its growth by exposing its 
deibrtiiities. 

Very lately our attention has been called to an Appeal 



aPIllIOM Oir rRBBtf ASOHRT. 



to the people, issued from the Grand Lodfrp of Vennont^ 
and signed by 1()8 masons. In this appeal ilif y say— 
** Were we to remain silent, we should be guilty of in- 
flicting no less an injury upon you than upon ourselves; 
for were we quietly to subrrnt to the dispensation and dis- 
semination ot error, atid sulFer a political party to he built 
up on it, destructive of the liberties of the people, when 
we possess the power to expose the falsity of the represen- 
tations, we should, to say the least, display an unwarrant- 
able aixl reprehensible disre(,'ard for the safety of the free 
institutii>ns urnlcr which we live." 

Here the appellants declare, that they have not only 
the "power ^ but the disposition, to dhflose the error ^ u\)on 
which anti-masons would build up a political party. Now 
what have they disclosed ? They have told the people 
that they " are guiltless in any manner of sheddmg hu- 
man biood — guiltless in aii v manner of conspiring against 
the liberlies or privilc^^es ui' the ptople, or endeavoring to 
monopolize an unequal portion of those privilpfres to our- 
selves, or to abridge the rights of others — gtalticss in any 
manner of impeding, retarding, or diverting the course of 
justice — guiltltss in any manner of an intrusion into the 
three great d< p u tments of our rrovernment — inaltless in 
any mauucr of attempting to ideniily the suliject with 
politics, or making the latter a subject of discussion or 
remark — guUdcss in any manner of performing any act, 
itn moral or irrclifrious — and guiltless in any manner of 
tjulcriaining the rcuiotc^t bu^spicion, that the life of a fel- 
low being was subject to our control." This appeal is 
signed by some of our most worthy citizens, and we never 
entertained the least suspicion, that they had been per- 
sonally guilty of what they say they are guiltless. They 
are honorable men, and their word is to be taken, where 
there is no proof to the contrary. If they have been per- 
sonally charged with committing the aforesaid crimes, we 
can view it in no other light than gross slander. We 
know thai they hax>t hem charged with taking the maeatUc 
mtths, sach as have been revealed to the pobtic. To M» 
charge they have not plead guiltless. From their silenoo 
on this subject, we have a right to infer, and do infer^ that 
every mason has taken one or more of these oaths, accord* 
tug to the number of degrees to which he has advanced. 



Digitized by Google 



OflNIOKS ON FREEMASONRY. 



157 



If the appellants could truly make the declaration, and 
would make it, that they are guiltless of having taken 
these oaths, it would go far to show a fuudamental error 
in the reasuuinir of anti-masons. It would be a denial of 
the premises iroiii wliich they draw their conclusions. 
But so long as their premises are not denied^ their reason- 
ing must have weight with the people. 

If the appdlanis have not done these things which the 
principles of masonry would ^variant, it does not prove 
that masonry is any belter than it is represented by anti- 
masons. It does not prove that among 150,000 masons 
in the United States, there are not 100,000 who are po- 
litical, and would vote for a brother mason before another 
person of equal qualifications ; and it does not prove that 
there are not 50,000 masons, who would take the life of a 
bifother for disclosing the fundamental secrets of the 
order. 

What else^ but the fear of death, prevented the disclo* 
mires of these secrets from a thousand tongoes, before 
Morgan disclosed them ? And what has been the fate of 
Morgan for making the disclosures 1 We attribute his 
abduction and death to masonry. But no mason, who 
participated in the abduction, has been expelled the 
lodge. Many masons have, by the laws of the land, been 
convicted and imprisoned for the crime ; but the laws of 
masonry have not been violated, and the convicts remain 
worthy members of the lodges 1 We say these things to 
show the principles of masonry, and not to accuse the 
appelkaUs of shedding human blood. 

JFelicw CHHzens /-^Political masonry should cease from 
among us, or political anti*masonry should be tolerated. 
We hear masons declare that there is no such thing as 
poHUcal masonry. Let us see what facts prove. One 
masonic obligation requires, that a mason shall vote for a 
brother in preference to any other person of equal qualifi' 
eoHons* is not this political masonry 1 The masons in 
Vermont are about one twentieth part of the freemen, and 
they hold about three-fourths of all the important offices 
in the State. Is this owing* to their superior fitness, or to * 
political masonry? 

This state of things is produced by poUiieal masonry. 
There are no masons in the State so well qualified for any 
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office, but that thefe are other freemeD to fhmd, wbo 
are not masonay as well qualified for the same office; yel 
the mason mast always obtain the office. We would not 
recommend the adoption of any rule to prrv( nt masons 
obtaining office, but the freeman's oath. We will, bow- 
ever, act according to this oath, in resisting their shame- 
ful monopoly of offices, whenever and wherever called to 
give our suffrages. 

In the fifth Congressional district, in this SiAtB^political 
masonry, for twelve months past, has effected wonders : 
masons have combined, in so many different shapes, to 
secure the electbn of a mason, to represent us in Con- 
gress, that their zeal and shame are now wtthont a cover. 
They have presented to us four masons in succession Sot 
the office, and spared no pains to slander the patriot and 
statesman, WILLIAM GAHOON ; but the freemen 
have done nobly ; they have, thus far, sustained him for 
their Representative through seven successive trials. 

And do we not see political masonry in the appeals to 
the people, one after another, issued from the lodge-room 
in Montpelier? Were not these appeals designed to have 
a political etfect ! If masons in their lodge, can unite to 
make an appeal to put down anti-masonry, we see no rea- 
son why tlicy might not unite on some oilier political sub- 
ject as well ; for instance, to stand 6^, and assist tack 

other to office. 

There is nothing in their obligations that restrains ma- 
sons from acting on political subjects. In their lodges 
they have matured political plans which have made km^s 
tremble on their thrones. They always have been, and 
always will be political, when circumstances require it, 
for their own security or aggrandizement. Not that we 
believe that masons would introduce party politics into a 
lodge ; for this might occasion contention in the body. 
A union in thought, and in action, is a principle of 
politicdl masonry ; therefore, party politics are excluded. 

Political masonry, in and out of the lodge, cries aloud 
that anti-masonry is political^ because she peaceably, and 
without previous concert, goes to the polls, and has the 
audacity to vote down political masonry. It is suboiitted 
to the people to say, whether this be a crime. 

Political masonry says, anti-masons proscribe masons. 
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It is true, anti-rnasons resist masons, wh^n thev attempt 
to monopolize offices. And is this a fault ! j\ nti-iaasons 
have, and will oppose aiusi ogracy, in whatever tarm or 
shape it presents itself. They call no man in tliese 
United States, King, Lord, or Most Worshipful— they dis- 
claim all titles of nobility. They are free citizens^ and 
claim equal rights and privileges. 

Fellow Citizens: — We look with astonishment, when we 
behold the rale in Freemasonry that requires its members 
to point a masonic brother out to the world as an unwor- 
thy and Yicioos vagabond ; to oppose his interest, to de- 
range his business, to iransfer his character after him 
wherever he may go, to expose htm to contempt daring 
his whole natural life. This rule is wholly opposed to the 
gospel, which teaches us not to render evil for evil, but 
good for evil ; to love our enemies, and do good to those 
who injure us. But why does the masonic rule require 
these things t Because the brother has oflbnded. He 
has ofiended, perhaps, by withdrawing from Freemasonry. 
We fear that the principles of this rule are applied by 
some professing Christians, who are masons, to pious 
clergymen, who have honestly seceded from the lodge. 
And other clergymen, who have had the boldness to raise 
their voices against Freemasonry, we believe, have been 
dismissed, or threatened with a dismission, or to have 
their living taken from them on that account. The 
preachere of the gospel are to be awed into silence, and 
the truth is not to be told about the anti-christian princi- 
ples of Freemasonry, although these principles, at this 
day, are as well understood by others, as by masons them- 
selves. Is iniquity to be covered over? Does not the 
prosperity of the churches require plain preaching on this 
subject? We would give thanks to the Lord that so many 
pious persons have shaken off the shackles of Freema- 
'sonry, and it is our heart's desirb, that a great multitude 
may soon follow their examples. We are religiously op- 
posed to many things in Freemasonry ; and wholly ^ 
condemn the application of the principles of the above 
masonic rule to any offending brother, by an offended 
brother in the church. We consider the gospel rule in 
Matthew altosfether preferable. Is*it not decreed in high 
heaven, that Freemasonry shall soon cease to be revered 
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« by all the saints on earth t Sbo has already Mien, with 
fobes stained in human blood. Many of her sons are 
tstoniahedr and are exclaiming, It is not I ; it is not I, 
who hate done this wicked deed." If yoa are goUtleei 
ia this matter ; if yoa ha? e not done any thing immoral 
or irreligious," then no longer adfoeale Freemasonry, 
but be ye separate from her. 

EZRA BUTLER, PmidaU. 
C. Calkins, > o y 



REPORT 

I 

Respecting tlu Authenticily of iJie Masonic Disclosures. — Made to Aei/t 
York State Convention, Feb. 21, 1829. 

The committee appointed to iiii|uirc vvlieiher the cere- 
monials, obJigations and secrets oi llic masonic order, as 
disclosed by the late William Morgfan, before his abduo 
lion and murder, and the conveniion of sf cLdjni: masons 
at Le Hoy, on the 4th and oth July last, are subs tan tiaiiy 
correct and true, respectfully Report : 

Tliat the subject of inquiry allotted to your committee, 
has received that mature deliberation, whicli its mipor- 
tance seemed to demand. Your cr)iiiinittee are of opinion, 
that in the exercise of their legitimate powers, it does 
not appear proper to introduce in their report animadver- 
sions upon masonry, and they therefore confine the re- 
port strictly to the evidences, in relation to the disclosures, 
reference to which has been had. 

In regard to the correctness and truth of the three first 
degrees as disclosed by the late William Morgan bcitora 
his abduction and murder, your committee deem it un- 
necessary to niuluply proofs — no iuriher evidence would 
seemingly be necessary on that jkhiU, ihan what lias 
been heretofore laid huforo the public. 'J'ho murder of > 
the author luis eir<'cliially auJ conclusively ifTTpressed the 
goal of authenticity uj)on his revelations. But, if further 
proof lie rei^uxred by any, it may be found in the clearly 
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ttLfireaiecl coBCurriug testimony borne by some hundreds 
of aeoeding muona — and also, by the ready admission of 
many of the ordier, who still adhere to the precepts and 
prinoiplea of maaoDry, and who not ooiy admit the troth 
of the degrees published, bot likewise the morder of the 
author for a vioUtioii of his ohligaiioos in writing thoso 
degrees. 

In relation to the tnitb of the diaoloeares made at Le 
Roy, at the period stated in the resoltttioo, your commits 
tee have been enabled to receire from the lips of three 
persons of high reputation, who have taken all the do> 
grees, such a statement of attendant facts and cir^ 
oumstances, as that none can doubt the general correct* 
BOSS and truth of the disclosures. Your committee, in 
preparing their report, have studied to make it as brief 
as the nature of the subject, and the mass of information 
obtained would admit They respectfully submit the 
following as a statement of facts authenticated to the en* 
tire satisfaction of your committee* The Royal Arch 
Degree as published, was obtained through an authentic 
aouroe, directly from Jeremy L. Cross, Grand Lecturer 
of the United States. That differences in the manner of 
work, and in the lectures had sprung up among the lodges 
okI chapters, to check which, and produce unilbrmity, 
this Mr. Gross was appointed to the office he now holds--- 
that in administering the obligation of the Royal Arch 
Degree, as he instructs, the words murder ond treuscn 
not excepted^' are expressly used, while some chapters 
heliyre had only required a companion's secret to be kept 
'*in all cases without exception'^ — that instances have 
often occurred where the recipients of the Royal Arch 
obligatioD have refused to attest to certain parts of it, and 
that such parts, after fruitless and artful attempts to ex** 
plain thera to the satisfaction of the candidate, have been 
omitted. That on the trial of S. D. Green, of Batavia, 
before an ecclesiastical tribunal, three witnesses on oath, 
stated that the degrees as disclosed by the Le Roy Con- 
vention of the 4th and 5th July last, were substantially 
troe— 'that affidavits of some ten or twelve persons to the 
same eflfecti were made and attested to, for the purpose 
of being used at a meeting of the Presbyterian order held 
in Bergen, Genesee county, in December laat-^five of 
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which deponents had received all the degree»-*lli«t 
on namerous occasions during the pendency of trkk in 
courts of justice, some of t^ seceding Masons at Le 
Roy were subpoensnd to attend such trials as witnesses, 
to sustain objections against masonic jurors, when cnIM 
in a cause where a brotlier or companion was a party-^ 
that they did attend, that objections were interposed on 
the ground of the existing obligation between the juror 
and the party, and that the objected jori^rs have uniformly 
been dispensed with, rather than submit to a trial of the 
objection. 

' With respect to the correctness and truth of the de- 
grees of Knights of the lied Cross—Knights Ternplars, 
and Knights of Malta — Knights of the Chtistifin Mark — 
and Koights of the Holy Sepulchre, the evidence is wrUh 
ten, and a reasonable doubt cannot be entertained — a 
ritual of the degrees in manuscript was left with those 
who made the disclosure by a high masonic officer, known 
to have been authorised to confer those degrees. 

This ritual formed the basis on which the publication 
was made, and still remains in their possession. There has 
al^o been a ritual iii manuscript, left by a h'lrrh and author- 
ised mason, who came amnnor them to establish a council, 
called ** The Holy and Thrice Illustrious Order of the 
Cross," and grant diplomas, headed " The Ancient Coun- 
cil of the Trinity, by their successors in the United States 
of America" — frum the rituals, were the dccrrees of 
Knighthood t^ken and published. Your connmltee there- 
fore are of opinion, that the evidence in relatioa to these 
latter dc urees is conclusive. 

The progrefcs in masonry, of one of the laibrmaotSy 
was thus given masonically. 

Regularly iuUiaUd luLo the degree of entered appren- 
tice mason. 

Passed to the davree of fellow Craft. 

Raised to the sublime decree of Master. 

Advanced to the honorary degree of Mark Master. 

Presided in the chair. 

Acknowledged and received as Most Excellent Master^ 
nnd exalted to the sublime degree of Rojai Arch. 
Degrees in the Encampment. 
Kaight of the Ked Cross. 
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Knifilit Templar, aDd Kiiigbt of Mailt. 
Kfttght of the Christian Mark^ and 
Kaighl of the Holy Sepulchre. 

In the Council he received the degree of IllaatrioQap 
Most lUnatriooa, and Thrice lUmtrioua Order of the 
Cross* 

The offices he held were. Worshipful Master. 
Secretary of the Chapter, and QeReralisumo of the 

Genesee Encampmeiit. 

That in addition to the three d^ees of iDaso&ry re* 
▼ealed by William Morgan, and the twelve degrees di^ 
cJoeed by the convention of seceding maaoiM at Le Roy, 
on ^he 4th and <5th of July last, your comnuttee woald 
beg leave to state that Elder Datid Bbrnaeo, late In- 
timate Secretary of the Lodge of Perfection, and one of 
the seceding masons at I<e Roy, is about to publish the 

Eleven Intffdhh Degrees** conferred in the Lodge of 
Perfection, and also. Seven French Degrees of a still 
higher order of masonry ; the authenticity of which your 
committee think cannot reasonably be doubted; that in 
one of these degrees now revealed, namely, the KmghU 
Adepts of the Eagle^ or Sun f" DEISM is plainly avow* 
ed, and a dagger aimed at tho Christian Religion. 

BATES COOKE, Chairman. 

Resolved^ That in the opinion of this conrention, the 
authenticity of the thirty-three degrees of masonry re- 
vealed^ Is satisfactorily established* 



REPORT 

Of the General Central Anti-Masanic CommUtee upon the ©ragfreM and con^ 
dilion of lite Anti-Mawnic cames-^Akuie to tlte Ntw Ywk State Conven- 
tUm, hoUUm ai Atbaay* 

In rendcrinc^ our grateful acknowledgements to the 
Dispenser of all <^'cx)d, and congratulating our fellow citi- 
sens upon " the signs of the tinus^* which indicate a 
great moral and political revolution in the coming over-* 
throw of Freemasonry, it may not be unprofitable to 
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glance backwards ofer the relationship which that iosti- 
Uition bore to the people and the country, at the period 
when the overt acts were committed, wliicii are leading 
the Araericaa AepubUe to f«-««sert wi coAfirui its Inde- 
pendence. 

The masonic society by its anoL^aUon of all the sci- 
ence, wisdom, patriotism, and virtues, which illumine tlie 
an^e, endow and sustain the institutions of tlic country, 
and adorn the Iminan character, had conciliated the es- 
teem and \vo[i the confidence of public opinion. It had 
grown undt r these general influences, unsiisnecicd of 
other mdtivcs than iliose which it prorc^scd, into enor- 
mous wealth and gigantic power. Professing strict obe- 
dience to the laws, and a wedded affinity to the r; ligion 
of the country, it had implanted its roots, extended its 
arms, and established its laws all over the land. The 
suspicions and apprehensions that had watched and over- 
come all other secret associations, by the s^oihm^ preten- 
sions and specious bearings of Freetoasonry were quieted 
and disainieJ. 

At this crisis of popular credulity, the masonic con- 
spiracies and (uitra(j;es which have aroused the moral 
energies of this Sute, aud promise to interest the \\ hole 
nation, were matured and perpetrated. — Voluntary inves- 
tijEfations were speedily under taketi : hut the people were 
slow to entertain evil thoughts of an ancienl and hftnora* 
ble institution. — The great, the wise and the good, of 
every age and country, were claimed to be among its 
votaries and patrons. Investigations, embarrassed and 
cri[)])lcd hy the influence and stratagems of the fraternity, 
proceeded with slow and uiiccriaiii steps. The laws were 
relaxed and the ministers of justice lingered in their 
course. The conaULuiional k liances of the people, for 
protection and safety, were sooii ioiind too weak to dis- 
charge their functions ; and the public press, which, on 
all other occasions of existing evil or approaching danger 
had asserted its high prerogative, was now awed into 
silence. 

A general alarm spread through the western counties. 
The people met and appointed committees of investiga- 
lioo. It was soon discovered that the outrages had not 
been onadrisablj perpetrated by irresponsible members 
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of the fraternity, but authorised by the iiMlitiitioii and im- 
pelled by its principles. The coDspiracy, from its origin 
to Its conclusion, embraced a period of more than four 
months, and the knowledge of it extended from the im- 
mediate actors in it, to the highest authorities pertaining 
to the Order. 

The results of the first six months' investigation* are 
embodied in a narrative, and published by the Lewiston 
committee. The facts and developements therein set forth, 
have withstood the test of truth, mui the scruHnif of 
time,** With a view to possess the people of information 
which so deeply concerned their individual rights and the 
public safety, the committee caused five thousand copies 
of this narrative to be gratuitously circulated through this 
and adjoining States. 

Finding the ordinary tribunale of justice, in some in- 
stances disinclined to discharge their dutieSj and in all 
cases too feeble to resist the mysteriously powerful inflo^ 
ence of Freemasonry, the people memorialized their Rep- 
resentatives for relief Their petition respectfully de- 
tailed the alarming facts now so well known to all, and 
earnestly praying that the arm of the law might be 
strono-thencd, scarcely recrivrd ti)e decent forms of legis- 
lative interinoiit. The snmc irresistible power which had 
misruled our public officers, sealed the lips of witnesses, 
tampered with the consciences of jurors, and suspended 
the sword of justice^ now closed the halls of legisiatioa 
upon the people. 

Turned out of Court and repulsed by their Re j)r('5cn- 
tative?, the people of the western .counties appealed, not 
to the weapons which God and nature had put into their 
band, as would have been the case in a less enlightened 
country, but to public opinion, lawfully and underatand- 
ingly expressed, through the Ballot Boxes, for protec- 
tion and redress. Every other avenue was closed. This 
was the only constitutional last resort. Truly auspicious 
results, and salutary influences, are vmdicating tlm vvis- 
dotn ot this appeal, and ail commg experience will sanc- 
tion its justice. 

Meantime the public eve, and the committee, more es- 
pecially, turned tiH[uiringiy from individual offenders, 
towards the institution itself. A keen desire was mani- 
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ISmI to know the retl character of Freemasonry, and the 
true tendenej of Ha principles. Morgan had made a full 
refelation of the three first degrees, the truth of which 
was attested by bis abdaction and sealed with his blood. 

Masonry, however, professed to be a ** proffressive set' 
enu" and farther developements were necessary to the 
formation of a correct estimate of its character. These 
were not lon<T withheld. An encampment of Knights 
Templars at Le Roy, after a violent and protracted strag- 
gle with that portion of their companions which approTed 
of the outrages, resolved to restore themselves to society 
and their country, by renoanctng the principles and ex« 
posincr the secrets of the institution. This solemn duty 
was discharged, in convention, at Le Roy, on the 9th 
Febraary, 182d. — The horrid oaths, unearthly penalties, 
profane orgieSi and blasphemotis rites, of the higher de- 
grees, were made public. Freemasonry, stripped of her 
seeming vestal garments and gorgeous attire, now stood 
bald naked, exposed to the scorn and abhorrence of a 
long deluded, but finally disabused people. 

The committee continu^^d their investigations, and were 
in constant nttmclance upon the several courts, where 
indictments were pr iidinn;, vainly endeavoring to acceler- 
ate thn tfinly mid fettered foot^inps of justice. 

Near ilie clo?f" of the winter sf'«;«^ion of 1^^?'^, the ex- 
ecutive and Icrrislative df [kh trjicnts of tiie r i nment 
became suddenly impressed with the propriety and neces- 
sity of aftordiufT the relief which wns so promptly denied 
the prt'cf dinnr sn'^'^ion. An act \\ -is passed, authorising 
the appoiniineni oi special counsel, to prosecute the in- 
vestii^ation of the masotiic outrages. The then acting 
Governor appomted Daniel Moseley, Esq. to discharge 
this responsible (\v.ty. 

That geniletn;ui eutored immediately into the investi- 
gation, which he coiiiinncfl to prosecute, diligently, un- 
til called Irom tlie discharge of tlie duties, to a seat upoa 
the bench, in the 7lh Judicial District. 

Mr. iMoseley has collected and arranged an iinj)ortfint 
mass of complicated testimony, evidencing a wide spread 
of conspiracy, and an accnmn!;itK>n of crime, fearful, dark 
and atrocious. This fullillnnr measure of cruilt grows 
out of the necessity, from which the institution cannot 
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Mcape, of proteeliDg those who, in obeying its mtndatos, 
Tiolaled the laws of the laod. The maaonic conspirators 
acted under the advice of their chapters^ the ^nciplee of 
vhioh, in letter and spirit, oover the whole groond. E? en 
the morderers of Morga^n, can open their Fieemason'a 
Monitor^ and demand their reward for exeattii^ the traitor. 

If any thing were wanting to prove that these outrages 
were the natural oispring of masonic PEtNctPLEs, we 
would refer to the fact» that the persons notorioosly con- 
eerned in them, not merely stand fair with their lodges 
and chapters, but have been elevated to their highest hoH" 
ars and afiees ! Those too who fled from justice^ hare 
heen pretected and stepported by the fraternity. And we 
have strong reasons to believe, though unsupported by 
positive testimony, that monies have been furnished hf 
the grand chapter for the relief and defence of the con** 
spirators, who are distinguished by the mystic brother- 
hood, as the ** Western Sufferers."^ 

The time and manner of Moron's murder has been 
ascertained, by those who were immediately connected 
with the investigations.-— Most if not all the persons by 
whom the foul deed was perpetrated, are satisfactorily 
known'^but when, and by whose agency, their guilt will 
be judiciously established, remains with the great dispo* 
ser of all human events. 

Edward Giddins, whose testimony would go very far 
in developing ihe finale of this extended conspiracy and 
foul murder, has been rejected as a witness, in the Onta- 
rio court of Common Pleas, by a rule, in relation to the 
soundness of which the most distinguished jurists enter- 
tain conliictin^ opinions. Had the objection went to Mr. 
Giddins' credibiliti/, he would have been luUy sustained 
— for few men Imve passed through life with a more 
blameless reputation. 

Elisha Adams, juto whose hnnds Morgan passed from 
Mr. Giddins, and who continued to feed aiu) guard him 
until the night of the minder, was sent by its confeder- 
ates to Vermont, trom whence he was demanded as a fu- 
gitive from justice. Adams was a reluctant agent of the 



* This fact has since been directly exiablishcd by the declaration 
of Mr. Yates ; who gives name* auil sums. 
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eonspintnrs, and daring h» net^mman, htd dotenniotd if 
brooghc to the bur as a witnM, as he bimarif repeatedly 
aterredy te ** make a ekmn hreast ef by telling the 
trntb. He continaed in this wholesome frame of mind, 
antU he foond himself sorrouaded by his goiky Royil 
J^foh Compaaioas, who soon sooeeeded in re-establishing 
their mysterious tnflaenee oyer his conscienee ; and sab- 
jecting him to that obligation of their peculiar code, 
whtoh, ander the most Simal penalties, enjoins the keep- 
ing of a companion's secrets, in all eases, " mafder and 
treason not exeepted.'' William King, who professed to 
have returned «o Niagara oeonty, for the purpose of COIH 
fronting his accusers, swore off his trial, and has retraced 
his steps to Arkansas. Howard, of Bufialo, who applied 
the torch to Miller's office, fled to Europe, and has not 
since been heard of. John Whitney, of Rochester, who 
ibllowing the councils of more wary conspirators, weat 
fearful lengths, after hiding in distant States for nearly 
two years, has returned and awaits his trial. Loton Law- 
son, who pleaded guilty to tlie conspiracy indictments, to 
prevent the production of testimony, that would iaculpale 
him for a higher otfence, has completed his two years 
imprisonment, and taken np his abode in the State of 
Pennsylvania. It is known that a masonic friend of 
^ Lawson's preceded him on his route from Canandaigua 
to his destined residence, summoning the chapters to 
meet — but for what purpose we are left to conjecture. 

The case of Eli Bruce, late sheriff of Niagara county, 
who was rofwictcd in Ontario of receivinn; and confining 
Mor<ian in Fort Niagara, was referred, on a question of 
form, to the supreme court. Eighteen other persons con- 
cerned m the outrages have been indicted, but the public 
prosecutor has not hccn able io brinu; on their trials. 

Nothing; but the intelligence and virtue of a great pro- 
portion ol Its members had so long restrained Freemason- 
ry from open misrtile and violence. Its signs, grips and 
obligations, aOord every facility for the protection and es- 
cape of masonic ollenders. And these facilities are far 
from havin£f been nn improved. Depredations to a great- 
er amount and cons[)iracics of a more tormidable charac- 
ter, have been committed and concealed under the ripen- 
ing jniluence of Freemasonry, than the public, aided by 
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leceat developemenlSi woold be wilHiig to Miefv.— The 
iDStitotion exerts a mysteriooB and peniiekMie iDfluenoe 
over all the relatioDS of life. The obligaiioii which binde 
maaons to warn their bfethren of all approeching danger, 
and to keep io?iolable their guiJty secrete^ is a direel 
bribe to the Ticioos propenaities of oar nature* — And that 
obligation which compels a maaon to assist a"^ mystic 
bfother out of difficnlly^ ** ripht or wrong/' fornishes the 
widest latitude to crime. It is not unknown to those who 
have given the subject their attention that the numerous 
gangs of counterfeiters who have so frequently flooded the 
State with spurious notes and base coin, were almost whol* 
ly composed of Freemasons. With this knowledge, it is 
no longer a mystery how they so frequently eluded the min- 
isters of justice, or escaped through the meshes of the law. 

But there is an evil of a more alarming nature to which 
we feel constrained to draw the public attention. Free- 
masonry has cast her broadest mantle over legislatire cor- . 
ruption and bribery. — Tiic attempt of John Anderson to 
bribe the Hon. Lewis Williams, chairman of the commits 
tee of claims, in the House of Representatives, has led to 
a brief examination of transactions of a similar character 
in our State legislature. Col. Anderson attempted to 
bribe Mr. Williams as a '' man and mason/' but bein^ no 
mason^ Mr. W. was at liberty, not only to reject the bribe 
but to expose the culprit.'*^ This incident is full of in- 

• COL. ANDERSON^S LETTER. 
The Hon. Lewis WUluam. 

Honored Sir: I return you thanks for the attention T received to 
my claims to pass so soon. Mr. Lee will hand you some clainns 
from the Kiver Rabin, which will pass through your Honorable 
Committee ; and I have a wish that uie conduct of the Britbh Id 
that country may be related in full, on the floor of Congress; which 
^ill give you some trouble in making; out the Report and ;>upporttng 
the same. I have now to requef<t that you icill accept of the small 
tttmofl lVK liUNUKCD DOLLARS as part pay for l he extra 
trouble I give you ; I will present it to you as $oona$ I receive 
§omefiom Chmemment (/) Thh is CONF!DENT(AL, that only 
ynu and me may know cmy thing about it ; or. in other words, 
1 ^ive it to you m a man and a MASON ; and hope you belofUf to 
that socieiu. Sir, should it happen (hat you wilt not accept oftbie 
•mill sum,! request that you will excuse me ; if you do not accept, 
I wish you to drop me a few lines ; if yoti acropf, I wi-h no nn^wer. 
f hope you will see roy view on the subject, that ii is for extra 
trouble. [!!!!!!!!!!] JOHN ANDERSON. 

W(uJington, Jan. 6, 1818. 
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itmetkm. Had Mr. Williams been a mason, thoogli 
promptly rejecting the bribe, he was not at liberty to expose 
m mystic brother to shame and punishment. A Freema- 
eon approaches his legislative brother^ with the wages of 
iniquity in hand, in the full assarance that if his bribe is 
rejected, his guilty secrets will be inviolably kept. This 
reason is fortified by an extended train of facts. The his- 
tory of all the known corruption practised in our legislar 
tore^ from the briberies committed with the Merchant's 
Bank in 1804, to those of the Folcon and Chemical Cher* 
ters in 1824, is pregnant with testimony against Free- 
masonry. The fact that almost every man known to have 
been disreputably concerned in those transactions, was t 
Freemason, admonishes the people to gaard these avenues 
igainst the corrupting influence of that institution. And 
that ancient, if not honorable fraternity, the Lobby, which 
atill infests the seat of government, and beleaguers the cap* 
itol, stands conspicuous in the lists of Freemasonry. Of 
ill the horde of mercenaries who hang year after year upon 
the legislature, let even one be named who is not a bright 
Freemason. These assertions are not brought upoo 
■light or insufficient testimony. The evidence of their 
entire truth may be obtained by all who make proper in- 
quiries. 

But the institution puts forth on all occasions, as & 
• shield and defence against her, the names of eminently 
virtnous men, who in their youth, misled by her false pre- 
tensions to science and wisdom, ** took her far baiter or 
for worse** The sainted name of Washington, though 
his recorded admonitions to beware of att secret 
ereoAed associations, under what specious garb soever ik^ 
appeared,** forbids the profanation, is imprudently used 
to patch up the tattered vestments with which a detected 
imposter still seeks to cover her deformities. The stato* 
Ii^ss reputation of a contemporary,'*' whose charities have 
engraved his name upon the hearts of thousands, and 
wtioTO munificence is even now unfolding the treasures 
of knowledge to the humblest citizen, and extending the 
boundaries of science to the remotest section of the State, 
is daily pressed into the service of Freemasonry, to give 
false lustre to its character, and posthnmon? cnrrmcy to 

* Hon. SiepheD Van Rensselaer. 
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its principles. It is due to this distinguished gentlemaii 
to state, that although the swelling titles and empty honors 
of the fraternity ha?e been continuously lavished upon 
him, he never could be pressed beyond the third degree 
of Speculative Freemasonry. And a confiding hope is 
entertained, based upon our knowledge of his virtues and 
patriotism, that ere long he will feel constrained to in* 
hibit the use of his right name Itk beguiling the footstepfl 
of our youth into the dark and devious recesses of tb« 
lodge room. More than lour hundred initiates, withitt 
our own State, including members of every Degree, fro A 
an Entered Apprentice to the Thrice Illustrious Knights 
of the Holy Trinity, have publicly renounced the institu* 
tion. Thousands have silently withdrawn, and it cannot 
be presumed that any good man who received it upoK 
trust, will continue his connexion with the fraternity after 
he has thoroughly examined the tendency of its princi* 
pies. 

Freemasonry is deeply anxious to conceal the truth in 
relation to herself and lier steadfast votaries. It will r^ 
quire much zeal and labor to expose and dissipate the 
falsehoods and delusions which the fraternity have so 
dustriously spread abroad. Time and truth, however, 
will ultimately encompass these ends. All there is of 
Freemasonry, pertaining to the lodges, chapters, and en- 
campments, may be gathered from Morgan's Illustrations,^ 
and the Le Roy revelations. But the inquirer for real 
Freemaaonry, divested of its gaudy trappings, and its trat- 
ditionary fable, must seek out other sources of informa- 
tion. The work of Abbe Barruel, and Professor Rob^ 
son's Proofs of a Conspiracy to overthrow all Religion 
and Government, present a faithful and alarmin*^ picture 
of Freemasonry, and commend themselves to the delibe* 
rate consideration of the American people. Of the vari- 
ous writers who are now developing, with fearless pens, 
and surpassing powers, the legitimate tendency and aims 
of Freemasonry, Henry Dana Ward, of New York, and 
Eider John G. Stearns, of Oneida county, have attained a 
proud eminence, from which they are dispr^nsiug floods of 
light and k!)f)\vled(re. These ^ifterl anrl eiiiiiriitened men 
were rrn rnl)ors of the masonic iraleniity. They had, 
however^ sitted it^ pretensions, and eschewed it?^ princi- 
ples, previous to the murder of Morgan. The writings of 
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these gentlemen ought to be speedily procured and ezteiH 
sively circulated through every town in the State. We 
tesard nothing in saying, that no intelligent man or ma* 
■on can read lir. Ward's folume, entitled, Freemasonry^ 
without being 6on?inced that the institution is a rank im- 
posture and dangerous cheat. * * * * * 
Entirely erroneous opinions bsYO been propagated, far 
and wide, in relation to the views and conduct of anti* 
masons. We are represented as persecuting and oppress 
ing all the members of the masonic society, thereby con- 
founding the innocent with the 'guilty. Nothing but 
Freemasonry itself, is more fallacious than this accusa- 
tion. Freemasons have violated the laws of the State and 
taken the life of an unoffending citizen. The influence 
of the fraternity has impeded, and continues to impede, 
tlm course of justice, and the offenders stalk abroad in the 
community, cherished and supported by the institution, 
unmolested and unpunished. The secrets and principles 
of the institution, which have been fully exposed, are 
positively and undeniably bad and dangerous. We there- 
fore ask Freemasons to renounce them. If they refuse 
to accede to a request so reasonable, are we made ob- 
noxious to the charge of persecution for withholding 
our support from them ? How are the people to redeem 
their halls of leirislation, to purify their temples of justice, 
or to re-establish the a'^rrndcncy of their laws, if the 
supporters of Freemasonry are not dispossessed of place 
and power. 

The progress of truth, and the devHopements of 
tiiiip, li;ive refuted niiinv of the fictions, and turned 
back some of tlip caluniiiies with which the fraternity 
so long held public opinion in suspense. — Tt is no longer 
gravely asserted that Morgan is sellin'i his books, that 
he has retired beyond the Rocky mountains, or that 
he has joined the standard of the false prophet, at Smyr- 
na. All who do not egregiously undervalue the intel- 
ligence of the people, are constrained to admit that 
this citizen, blameless of all offence to the laws of the 
land, fit frr fire dni/s con juicment, fras deUbrratdy murder- 
(d (it J'\>rt Nias^^ara, and cd^t into Lnke Ontnrio. The 
satne calumny which represented the just indignation of 
freemcti, as an excitement got up for the temporary pur- 
pose of aiding a party, has spent its malice, and passes, 
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unth the niaM of ftliehoodi which thtl £roltl«l oecami 
fat prmCe and pablic defomi^oa provoked. — The doep 
seKsibiUty and awakened interest which ten iree States 
are manifesting, by aoequivooa] demonstrations of hosttii" 
if to the masonio institution, repels the aeeosation of the 
fraternity which confined their beJJtgerents to an infected 
district of madmen and ftnatics in the western part of the 
State of New York. 

Bat we turn from the past to contemplate the futnre*-^ 
where hope is unfolding her bright visions to the eye of 
patriotism, and promising her treasnred rewards to the as- 
pirations of piety. The qoiet, bat resistless power of pulH 
lie opinion, is accomplishing a great moral and political 
revolution. This work, which moved forward with cau- 
tious and fiiltering steps, through its incipient stages, is 
now rapidly spreuling all over this and the neighboring* 
States. We cannot yet fix its boundaries, or estimate the 
time that it will require to aceomplish its high purposes. 
But one thing is certain. The fire will burn while the 
fuel lasts; and the disenthralled spirit which lias gone 
abroad, will not return until the Repnblio is effectually 
redeemed from the nnhaliowed grasp of Speculative Free-, 
masonry. 

SAMUEL WORKS, 
HARVEY ELY, 
F. F. BACKUS, 
F. WHITTLESEY, 
THURLOW W££a 

MUekeiUr, Feb. 1009. 



REPORT 

Of the Select CammUiee of the House of Assenihlv of New- York, tfn the Ab^ 
duetion and Murder ef Wmam Morgan.^Mtade Feb. 16, 1829. 

The select committee to whom was referred so much 
of the message' of his excellency the governor, as relates 
to the abductiuD of William Morgan, and the proceedings 
under tlie act passed the 15th day ot April, 1828, respect- 
fully report, in part ; 

That they have endeavored to give the subject that at- 
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telinii which its importaDce demands, and to pursue iMr 
Inveitigttions in that spirii o£ candor that shoald chiraD* 
ttrife an inquiry into mitm of lo mch delicacy ; and 
respecting wbich^ there exists great paUie excttement * 
They cannot flatter themselves, however, that they have 
carried nothing of lcelin|^ with them into the investigation 
of the subject ; Ibr^ ecming^ as most of them do, from 
what has been sometimes termed the *' infected district," 
it is hardly to be supposed, that they should be indifferent, 
in the midst of a cooimnnity greatly agitated* Still, they 
trust, that they have so far socceeded in discussing it dis- 
pissionateiyy as to lay before you no facts, except such as 
have the impress of authenticity, and to draw no inferences 
which are not fairly deducible from established premises. 

I'he message of his excellency the governor treats the 
subject as one which may require the interposition of the 
legislature, and to your committee has beon assirrned the 
task of ascertaining what legislation is necessary. It 
heing highly important that the legislature should be in 
possession of tlie i'acts in every case, respecting which 
they mav be called to Ic^^qslate, your comnntUM* believed it 
to be tlieir duty to collect and spread before tliis liouse a 
statenieut of the circumstances of this extraordinary affair, 
toizellicr witli the causes winch produced them, so far as 
tlie same have been ascertained. For this purpose, ihey 
directed their chairman to address letters the Hon. 
Daniel Moseley, special counsel, appoinied by the execu- 
tive of this Stale, under the act passed Ajiril 15, 1828, 
and to Bowen Whiting, Esq. district attorney for the 
county of Ontario, requesting from them a statement in 
detail of such particulars of the transaction as may have 
come to their knowledge, in the discharge of their olhcial 
duties. 

Your committee were aware, that the circumstances re- 
lating to the Morgan outrages, had been collected and pub- 
lished in a pamphlet ibrin, and in some public newspapers, 
by a number of respectable gentlemen, selected for that 
purpose by their fellow citizens in public meetings; and 
that notwithstanding these gentlemeii, some of whom have 
seats in this house, affixed their own signatures to these 
publications, no attempt had been made to disprove their 
statements. Still, as ila^ce exists a dioposaion in our 
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' coQAUy to diicradtt ^MmmatB mhkh are oiade tluiNigk 
the organ af the periodktl press, aod it being defliraUe to 
lay before this house sach data as might with proper 
' safety be relied upoiiy by those who may he called to aet 
ia this grave matter, your committee thought it better to 
refer you to statements emanating from those whose official 
duties ha?e made them acquainted with these singular 
transactions. It has too long been the opinion of many, 
that the western excitement'' belonged more properly 
lo our newspaper, than to our judicial history ; and events 
more alarming in their character, when viewed in all their 
bearings, than any that have transpired in the course of 
many years, have been regarded rather as a romance than 
as solemn matters of fact. In making this statement, 
your committee mean no reflection upon the intelligence 
of this house or this community. The state of feeling 
and the incredulity that have existed in many places with 
regard to chis matter, have proceeded firom an honorable 
confidence in oor free institutions, and in the integrity of 
our fellow citizens, which bespeak great elevation of 8en> 
timent and nobleness of spirit ; but which at the same 
time show with what ease our good nature may be prae^ 
tised upon by the artful and designing. 

The call for information made upon Mr. Whiting, was 
answered. And your committee would take the liberty 
of expressing their acknowledgements totlii^ gentleman for 
his promptitude and frankness in preparing lor them, in 
the tnidst of pressing professional engagements, a state- 
ment so full and satisfactory. 

From this statement it appears that in the summer of 
1826, a notice was inserted in the Ontario Messenger, a 
newspaper publi.shed at Canandai;?ua, by the procurement 
of those who were afterwards concerned in the outrages, 
representing Morgan to be p^uilty of bad conduct, and that 
particular informatioTi might be had respecting him, on 
application to the lodge in that village. During the sum- 
mer of that year, it was reported that Morgan was writing 
a book on Freemasonry, to be published by David C. 
Miller, of Batavia, and this report was contirmed by sub- 
Bcqueiit events. Much feeling was excited amongst many 
members of the masonic fraternity, in consequence of this 
report ; and meetings were held la many places, to con- 
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aider of meMum, bj which the publicalioa of the book 
Blight be prevented. A Canadian whose name ia Johnsi 
•ad who ia said to have belonged lo the British fur com- 

Siiy, was Introduced to Miller, ander pretence of assisting 
m in the publication, but in reality for the purpose w 
acquiring information where Morgan's writings were to 
be found. Through his aid, the conspirators were enabled 
to obtain the possession of a part^ at least, of Morgan's 
manuscripts. 

On the 11th of Spptember, persons from T.ockport, ia 
the county of Niagara^ 90 miles distant from CancUidaicrua, 
applied at Fort Niagara for a place of conhncmenl for 
Morn;?in, because he was about " lo reveal the secri^ta of 
masonivJ' The day before, Ebenezer C. Kingsley of 
Caiiaiuiaigua, by the persuasion of Nicholas G. Cheesebro 
and oth*'fs of that place, made a complaint against Mor- 
gan, before a magistrate, for stealing a shirt and cravat, 
ihe property of Kingsley. A warrant was issued on this 
complaint by the magistrate, directed to Cheesebro, as 
one of the coroners of Ontario county, or to any constable 
of that county, for Morgan's arrest. It was delivered to 
Cheesebro, who hired a post-coach and procured Halla- 
way Hayward, a constable, and three or four others, to 
accompany hun to Batavia, where Morgan resided. The 
party arriv ed at Batavia the same day, and the next morn- 
ing the warrant was served by Hayward, it having been 
first endorsed by a magistrate of Genesee county. Imme- 
diately after the arrest, the same party returned to Canan- 
daigua, and arrived in the evening. Morgan was taken 
before the magistrate, examined and discharged from the 
arrest, the cbargfe of larceny appearing to be unfounded, 
the shirt and cravat having been burrowed from Kingsley. 

Imniediately on his being dischaigfuJ, a demand of two 
dollars was presented to the justice against him in favor 
of Cheesebro, as assignee of one Ackley. Morgan con- 
fessed a judgment, and an execution was forthwith 
issued. He took oflfhis coat and offered it to satisfy the 
execution, but it was refused, and he was arrested and 
locked up in prison. 

Information that Morgan was in custody, was imme- 
diately sent to Rochester to certain persons there, or to 
use the language of Cheesebro^ to Morgan's friends in 
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that place, some of whom came to Canandaigua the next 
day, for tlie purpose of carrying him off. A carnage was 
stationed a few rods from the gaol, where it miofht be 
ready to start at a given signal. Previous to this, Loton 
Lawson had been at the gaol, had seen Morgan, and pro- 
posed to Mrs. Hall, the wife of the gaoler, (he being absent,) 
to pay the debt out of friendship to Morgan, and release him 
from prison. Mrs. Hall at first refused to comply, but on 
Cheesebro and Sawyer's recommr luiing it, she consented 
to release Morgan. As she wcnl towards the prison, 
Lawson went to the street door and made a signal. She 
turned, and saw a man come up the steps. She released 
Morgan, and on going to the door, saw him between 
Lawson and the man who came up the steps, struggling 
and crying murder. His mouth was stopped, and he was 
forced off down the street. In the struggle, Morgan lost 
his hat. One of the party made a signal by rapping on 
a well curb, when the carriage started after them, took 
them in, and went towards Rochester. 

The carriage was driven by Hiram Hohbard, who has 
testified^ that he drove the party a little beyond Hanford's 
landing, near the east end of the ridge road, where he 
arrived about sanrise ; and that they got out at a place, 
distant from any house. On his return, and a short dis- 
tance from the place where he left the party, he met a 
carriage with a pair of horses. The same day, a carriage 
.was procured from Ezra Piatt, of Rochester, under pre- 
tence of going to Lewiston to the installation of a lodge, 
Mr. Piatt has been examined as a witness, and denies 
recollecting who hired the carriage. He says that it was 
applied for before daylight, and that the driver has left 
the country, but that he does not now recollect his name. 
On that day, a carriage passed along the ridge road to 
Lewiston, under peculiar and extraordinary circumstances, 
not stopping at public houses, drawn by horses belonging 
to persons living on the road, which were changed in bye 
places, and driven by men who would not ordinarily be 
engaged in that business. This carriage stopped in a 
back street at Lewiston ; and on the morning of the 14th, 
at a very early hour, another carriage was procured to go 
to Fort Niagara. The latter carriage was driven by 
Ck>rydon Fox^ a stage driver, who was directed to go to 
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the one standing in the back street for his passengers. 
Fox stales tiiai he did so ; that four or five men left that 
carriage and got into the one driven by him. One of the 
men had no hat, and appeared to be helpless. He then 
drove towards the Fort, called by the way at Col. King's, 
took him in, and when near the Fort, left the whole party 
in the road, and returned to Lewiston. It is proved, that 
on that day, a man was in confinement in the magazine, 
attached to the Fort. Mr. Whiting adds, that it can now 
be proved thai Morgan was in the carriage that passed 
along the ridge road on the 13th of September, I8d6. 

He also subjoins & statement of the testimonj of Ed- 
ward Giddins before the grand jury of Ontario county, 
and which said Giddins has published. Mr. Giddins, on 
the trial of Eli Bruce, Esq. late sheriff of Niagara, was 
oiered as a witness, and rejected, on the ground of re- 
ligious belief. Mr. Whiting, however, seems to credit hb 
statements, which, he says, are corroborated, in some ifl> 
portant particulars, by other witnesses. From his state- 
ment we learn that Morgan was confined in the magazine 
at Fort Niagara, and if we give his statement credence, 
we mast come to the conclusion that he was finally mur- 
dered. Mr. Whiting comes to that conclusion, indepea-* 
dent of the testimony of Giddins; and your committee 
believe that he is fully warranted in so doing, by the 
facts and circumstances which he has detailed. Mr. 
Moseley, in his communication to your committee, states,, 
that he has ascertained material testimony, in relation VH 
the abduction, since the making of this report to the 
executive, and adds, that he has been put in possession of 
some information of a graver character, from a source 
entitled to credit. Your committee, therefore, feel justi- 
fied in saying, that there is very little reason to doubt, 
bat that a free citizen of this State has been deliberately 
'put to death by highly respectable individuals, and that 
many men in bigh standing were privy to the designs 
against him, and assisted in the preliminary measure^ 
although, perhaps, but few directly participated in the 
final catastrophe. 

It may be proper to mention in this connexion, that at 
a trial at Batavia, not particularly referred to by Mr. 
Whitings three men were convicted of a daring outrage 
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upon the person and ljl)erty of Col. Miller, who was asso- 
ciated wiili Morgan in the pubhcaUori of the book on 
masonry. Tliis outrage was committed on ihe same day 
tiiaL ^Morgan was forcibly carncLi away from the gaol at 
Canandaigua. A principal actor in ih'n aflfair was the 
Canadian, Johns, who, eight days before, liad suddenly 
disappeared from Batavia. But your committee will not 
tax the patience of this house, by a recitaJ of the particu- 
lars of this outrage, and of several others committed or 
attempted against the persons and property of Miller and 
Morgan, and in which many persons are known to have 
participated. 

^ Altfaoogh the apecial council, appointed by the ezecn* 
ttve, has interpoeed a caution against speaking of*' socle* 
ties and denominations of men" in relation to the subject 
of these inquiries, jour committee feel bound to state, that 
in their opinion, if the abduction of Morgan is chargeable 
upon individuals, acting " as such/' it is likewise charge* 
able upon them, as. members of a powerful society, exisi> 
ing in our State, claiming a high character, on which has 
been bestowed many marks of public favor, and whose 
annual convocations and dazzling honors have been re* 
garded with great interest, and sought for with much 
avidity* Your committee are not insensible, that they 
are preferring a grave charge against an institution which 
has many bright and honorable names enrolled among its 
yotaries. Still they conceive, that the true character of 
the transaction, and its relative importance are to be as* 
certained by adverting to the cause which produced it, 
and the motives which actuated the perpetrators. 

The active and persevering district attorney of the 
county of Ontario, who has carefully investigated the 
whole matter, states it as proved, that the motives which 
actuated those who conspired against Morgan, were to 
prevent the publication of his book on Freemasonry, 
The same objects were avowed in the meetings in Gen^ 
see county, by those who visited Fort Niagara, by those 
who acted in Canandaigua, and by those who came to 
Canandaigua, in consequence of the information sent to 
Rochester. So far, therefore, as their motives were the* 
avowed, the suppression of Morgan's publication was the 
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object to be effected, and the abduction of the man was 
the means by which that object was to be accomplished." 

** The abduction of Morgan," says Mr. Whiting, **isa 
sinffular and striking event in our history ; and as in case 
ol other irretrievable evils, it is easier to lament it, than to 
find a remedy. I have no hesitation in saying", that it has 
resulted from the confidence which members of the ma- 
sonic society have felt in us power and influence ; from 
a fahe estimate of the value ofiiiat institulion, and from 
an opinion, that they were bound to preserve il from vio- 
laiiuu and injury." And he adds in conclusion, " It is 
worthy of remark, that it has been proved or conceded, 
that all those who have engaged in these outrages were 
members of the masonic fraternity ; a fact not without 
meaning in reference to the subjects of the conspiracy." 

A proper consideration of these facts^ fully established 
by solemn judicial investigation, wilt lead to a due esti- 
mate 'of the subject referred to by your committee* Some 
have wondered why the abduction, or even the murder, 
of a comparatively obscure individual, should be cons^de^ 
ed of so much importance. Had he fallen in deadly 
strife with his fellow, or bad a single assassin planted a 
dagger in his heart, the event and its circumstances woald 
long since have ceased to interest the public. It is the 
offence against the dignity of this State, and the just 
grounds of alarm, indicated by the character of the tranji* 
action, which gives It its relative importance. Many 
cases of personal suffering may be pointed out in our his* 
lory, which, if the individuals only are to be taken into 
consideration, must be regarded as much more afflictive, 
than the case of the American seaman who was shot by 
British authority in the harbor of New- York, and whose 
death caused such great sensation. Still, bis death was 
justly considered a matter of national concern, whilst 
others, who fell by private assassins, were soon forgotten. 
A wound was inflicted upon our national honor, which 
awakened the sensibilities of this whole nation. We feh^ 
that such aggressions on our sovereignty should be re- 
pelled, and that the permanence and stability of onr 
institutions could only be secured, by showing our neigh* 
bors that such acts could not be committed with impunity. 
If the spirit and feelings that were then excited were josl 
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and proper ; if that event was considered an alarming out- 
rage, pniicipally in consequence of the source from w hich 
k proceeded, does it not follow that the oflfeDce committed 
against the ni;ijcsty of the people, in the case of William 
Morgan, should excite creneral interest. The members 
ol a wide spreiid Lissociation, whose principles and opera- 
tioQS are studiously concealed from the public view ; who 
claim for their body liigh antiquity and distinguished re- 
nown ; who assume imposing titles, and display the badges 
of royalty, feeling themselves bound to preserve their own 
institution from violation, have violated the majesty of the 
Ittwa, and trampled upon those fnndamental principles, on 
whioh ve hosed oor free institations. 

Year committee believe, thai such ao act, from stich a 
quaitery is to he r^arded as more alarming in its charac<» 
ler than a simple outrage, committed by the agents of a- 
fcreign government. It is much more easy to repel the 
isaaalts of a foreign enemy, than to- counteract the wiles 
and macbinations of a domestic ibe. The security of our 
free institutions, in a great measure, depends upon their 
due estiinatioB by those who enjoy their benefits. If our 
hoaorable, learned, and influential citizens consider them-' 
selves bound to an invisible power, existing amongst us, 
by stronger ties than their allegiance to that country 
which so amply protects them in the enjoyment of life 
and liberty, and in the prosecution of those pursuits whicb 
they deem essential to their happiness; if reckoning upon 
the strength and influence of that power, and with a direct 
view to its preservation, they venture upon the exercise 
of the highest acts of sovereignty, thus contemning the 
sovereign authority of this State, have we no just ground 
for alarm t 

Your committee are sensible that they have stated a 
strong case, but have the^ staled a stronger one than is 
detailed by Mr. Whiting, if we allow that he has not mia* 
taken the true character of the transaction, and the mo- 
tives of the actors in that sad tragedy ? What have they 
alleged, tliat is not fully said by a faithful public officer, 
who has had every opportunity to jndge in this matter, 
and whose relation to those concerned, precludes the idea 
thsLi he baa mifiGonstrued their motives I Well might the 
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olher braneh of the kgi8laliirt» eiy^ that those who pei- 
pelrated this outragfl, ' have disturhed the pnblio peace, 
ha?e dared to raise their parrieidal arma agaieat the km 

and constitution of our government, and assumed a pevar 
which is incompaiihle with a due subordination to thelaws 
and public authority of this Slate/ FoUowing up the 
idea of the same distinguished individual^ jour committet 
add that such attache upon the sovereign power, of which 
every citizen is a cooetitttent oienber, should be raseBted 
and guarded against. 

Youf committee believe that an idea has too long pre* 
Tailed, that this is a trivial aflTakr; and therefore thej 
have dwelt longer upon this branch of the subject than 
would otherwise have been necessary. They forbear to 
descant upon the reasons that have given currency to this 
idea, and the cold indifference with which it has been re- 
garded by a bo()y of men whose members, for a series of 
years, have filled a great proportion of the responsible sta- 
tions in every department of the government. The citi- 
zens of those counties where these outrages were perpe- 
trated, when thcv (liFcovc rod the intimate connexion be- 
tween tiiern and Freemasonry, expected that the luembers 
and otlicers of that institution wDuld have been foremost 
in ferretingr out the guilty individuals, and unwearied m 
tlicir exertions to wipe from its escutcheon so foul a stain. 
It was certainly reasonable to suppose that an institution 
layinct claim to the greatest purity of principle, would hawe 
rrKuie liljeial contributions of its funds and exertions, in 
bringing to light this dark, nefarious and ularmiiig trans- 
action : that at least tliey would have affixed some mark 
of (]isa|tjtrobation upon those whose conduct was so crimi- 
nal, and so directly calculated to bring their fraternity 
into disrepute. Your committee cannot learn, however, 
that any such measures were deemed necessary bv the 
institution. They cannot but think that this apparent 
apathy solemnly admonishes us, as a people, to inquire 
into its causes ; and why is it that when members of this 
society are freqnonlly debarred from its privileges, for 
offences which are not cognizable before our courts, the 
perpetraturs of tliese flagrant enormities should noi be 

* Jodge Throop. 
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Miflidered guilt j «f "uoroaflooks eondaot/' and troatod 
aeoordhigly. The inqoiry nttitrally vaggetts itself, was 
that GODfidence in the power and innuence of their soeiety 
which M these men to the eommtSMon of aiich erimesy 
aoeh as the prinetples of that society warranted them in 
entertaining ; and was their eonstraetion of their masonic 
oUigntioiis that which is fkiriy inferable fhmi the tenor of 
those obligations? Tlie standing of these men in society 
and with the craft ; ttieir numbers ; their arowed motif es^ 
with reference to this alftir ; and the treatment they have 
received from their brethren, certainly justifies the pre* 
Bumption that they were not mistaken ; and would, if we 
bad no other evidence, afibrd the strongest grounds ftnr 
eospicion. Bnt on this subject we are not left to conjec- 
ture. The principles and obligations of masonry are well 
known to at least one member of your committee ; and 
they afibrd a complete solution to this inquiry. Several 
of the obligations, taken by members of this society, as 
publislied by a convention of seceding masons, who were 
led to an examination of the principles of the institution, 
ID consequence of the outrages committed in their neigh- 
borhood, were laid before the legislature at their last ses- 
sion, ioT the consideration of this house. These obligations 
taken in connexion with those published by Morgan, (for 
the authenticity of which we have evidence of the most 
tcndusive, as well as of the most painful kind,) too plainly 
show the truly appalling fact, that those deluded men 
whose hands are probably stained with a brother's blood, 
though politically and morally wrong, were masomeaify 
right. This, in the view of your committee, is the most 
distressing and alarming feature in the whole transa«- 
tion. 

To the sincere patriot, to every citizen, it affords matter 
(or grave reflection, that those men, some of whom have 
seats in this hf)ij?r>, and hold high and responsible stations, 
should have calculated with so much confidence on beinsr 
shielded from public vengeance, nithotmh g^uilty of high 
enormities, by the power and influence of a secret society. 
Wlu ther they supposed that this society afforded facilities 
fur the commission of crimes without tlie po*5sibjllty of 
detection, or whether they calculated on corrupting the 
fountains of justice, the fact is equally interesting to eve- 
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rjf lover of his coiinUy* Did these wm ti^ipose that ma- 
sons in high stations would interpose the broad shield of 
their authority to protect them in their high handed viliany, 
in their ** preconcerted and deliberate " attack upon the 
laws and consiitution of their country ? Did they suppose, 
that witnesses and jurors, feeling themselves bound by 
masonic obligations, would lose sight of their duty to their 
coLiiitry and their God ? Your committee taice no 
p](,'asLire in dwelling upon tins subject; still it is one 
which ru(}iiir( a thorough investigation. A society of 
nien who nicot in secret, embracing all ranks of life, com- 
prising many men of talents, and a very larpre proporiioa 
of those who hold hicrh and responsilde siaiions, is looked 
up to with conhdence by its intelligent anrl respectable 
members, as affording a sure protection from the conse- 
quences of the most infamous and dangerous crimes. 
Yet this society boasts ot her charities, professes to teach 
the most expansive benevolence, iind carries in her public 
processions the volume of inspiration. Why this confi-' 
dence I How do they expect protection in such cases, 
except by trampling under foot ail that is dear to us as 
freemen ? 

Whether the existence of such a society, holding her 
meetings in secret places, guarding the entrance to her 
conclaves with the instruments of death, bind mi: her 
votaries with such ties, affording them protcctioa when in 
difficulty, " right or wronir, " regardins^ her own laws as 
paramount to the laws of the land, is compatible with our 
jree instilutions, should l)e taken into scnous considera- 
tion. The subject addresses itself to our love of country 
in the most imposing form; and however disagreeable it 
may be, we should not shrink from the examination. 

Your committee are aware, that any measures which 
may be t&keo, with the view of removing this evil, will be 
called iotolerant It will be said, that the soeiety or se^ 
of Freemasons, are enlitM to the sane prot«ciio» ai 
otber ABiociatioDa Ibr cbarkaUe purpoflfii and motiial 19- 
profemeot There cao be no questioa but thai Freevap 
aoDi have a right to aaaemble aod irantMi their baauMii i 
in Uieif own way, m loof aa their bowMt^.ia Ja/wful, and 
they in no way injure others, or endanger the Siali* 
But thai men maj meei Amt any purpose, and IbmaMo- 
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cifttlons whose tendency is to screen the guilty and sap 
the foundations of civil liberty, is inconsistent with the ' 
genius of our governnient. Every gov eminent has tlie 
right to provide for its own satet) , and to prohibit any 
thintj tljdt tends to its own subversion. A L''overnment 
without such right couJd be of no value to ilie cummuuity 
that adojited it. 

It Freemasonry has dangerous features, there can cer- 
tftinly be no doubt of the right of the legislature to require 
those features to be expunged. If it is, as its friends con- 
tend, merely an association to promote charity and social 
interoourse, it has no oecasioo for such obnoxious oath;*, 
of a olmraeter bo different from the real objects of the 
inafitfilioii. Why meh Korrid penalties to enforce the 
{ynctiee of such dottefl, and to eflfect soeh objecta t 
^ Toor eotnmlttee cannot bdiefe that the rights of any 
eitizen woaM be abridged 1^ forbidding him to put htm- 
. aelf under soeh oUtgationSy or to partake in rites directJjr 
* escalated to corrnpt the public morals. We have not 
only a fjufat to pronlbit crime, bot to prevent men horn 
binding themselves to its commission. 

Your committee believe, that the institution of Free- 
masonry owes its dangerous character to its oblt^tions 
whicli are imposed as they are informed, upon noviciates, 
without making known to them their nature. Destitute 
of*their eanctionSi and the bond of union they produce, 
(the sure consequence of the barbarous penalties that are 
interwoven into their texture,) it would lose its mischiet- 
<mn tendency, and be completely shorn of its locks. Its 
boasted cement, which owes its iniluenee to one of the 
strongest, though not the noblest, passions of the human 
heart, would lose its power ; and the mighty edifice that * 
affects to defy the world in arms'' would fall by its own 
weight. If Freemasons are tenacious of their ornament?, 
badges, and vestments, let them continue to use them, 
and to display them in public, if it will afford them any 
amusement or pleasure. But certainly it is asking too 
much of this community to require us to tolerate them in 
the use of oaths which tend directly to sap the foundations 
of our free institutions, and to subvert the citadel of 
liberty. 

' Your oommitlee believe that the passage of a law, pro^ 
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hibitiDg the.adiaioiatnUigo of floctrt-jiiilitia) o»tbi| wmU 
produce miiiy salutary results, disc oo a et eil wiik Iks 
masomc iostittttuio. The cpniiiitt«»i who, at the lust 
8eai9ioa» reported the bill to prevem the adaiaktiBtion of 
such oaths* say, with great fiireeaud jaatioe» that the jQw^ 

Sueot unauthoriaied and irreverent adniniflifatioQ of oeihs 
as a powerful influence to destroy that reUgious soMk* 
biliiy to their nature, and that scrnpulousa«4 oonscmtbos 
regard to all their requirementSi which nlooie eatitle^tlM 
to confidence. Great and enlightened men have, vildi 
one accord, condemned the saultiplioatioii of oattot wilh 
or without the sanction of law, as ininHMral and ii»p<4kic/' 
If such remarks are correct with respect tooalhs administ 
tered in the usual Soitm, what shall we say of those pre- 
sented to the oonsidemtioB of the* house, and wkiok w 
said to be taken under circumstances of peeulier degra* 
dation ! It nuiat be perfectly obiious to every oiie^ whe 
will make himself acquainted with their nature and pro« 
Tistons. that they roust frequently pat it in the poweref 
men, desperate In principle and (t<fnmd.in Morals, te 
exercise a commanding influence over nep of pme priofii« 
p^es and aprig|l»t intenUons i that not unfreqneatiy tbs 
virtuous citizen finda bis known duties clashing with, his 
masonic obligations. Gases roust firequent^ oce«ir whMi 
require a conscientious individoal, either to dissc^ardaa 
oath imposed by the authority of his- country, orone ha 
has taken, in a masonio assembly. C as es so dietiessing 
and embarrassiog should always^ he presfnted if pmcAisa** 
Vie, as they serve to ensnare tlie oonscaeneeft to falwnt thn 
moral sense, and weaken the seeuf ity which is songht to 
be obtained by requiring the ooofimation of an oath. 

Your committee forbear to enlarge upon the cane with 
which an institution, constituted ae Freemssemiy lli 
might aflbct our elections and kieep its ia^ience «hA of 
sight. The .dkpsens of the western oonnties, when tl^eis 
attention was called to the subject* by tba etf i^nge trans* 
lotions which took pbme amongst them, were eurpcksd 
to find that nearly every high judioial and minimefiij.<ia» 
tion, in that section of the State, was filled by memfannMrf 
the order, (n fau&t, thegr alroosti UtemUy filled ^^enery 
department of the government" It shonld. ako boiSn* 
membered, that <m^ .of iUi votanm »kan 'aflSi»ted,t.«bett 
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speaking in the name of his brethren, on a public anni- 
versary, (and whose boastings, not ahogether idle, perhaps, 
have been extensively circulated in masonic newspapers 
and publications,) that ** masonry has the power of co- 
operatinff in the desk, m the legislative hall, on the bench, 
in every gathcnnor of rnen of business, in every party of 
pleasure, in every enterprise of government, in every do- 
mestic circle, in peace and in war, among its enemies 
and friends, and in one place as well as another." This 
idea of masonic influence, it will be seen, accords with 
that '* confidence," to which an able and faithful officer 
of the grovernment ascrilies the untimely fate of the un- 
happy Mort^an. 

fn directing their inquiries towards that part of the 
subject which has relation to the legislation that may be 
necessary in reference to this subject, your committee 
have deemed two things important : first, to provide for 
the detection and punishment of those who committed the 
outracre, and then to guard against similar oflfences. 
Taking into consideration the circumstances of the case^ 
your committee are persuaded that the act of April l^ih, 
1828, should be continued in force. The reasons given 
by Mr. Whiting for the adoption of such a course are, 
with them, conclusive. 

In order that the subject may be fully investii^^ated, it 
may be necessary to make some provision for those wit- 
nesses who are required to attend the courts in distant 
counties. The frequent delays that have occurred, in the 
legal proceedings that have been had, have rendered it 
extremely burdensome on those witnesses who have beea 
called to a considerable distance froui tlieir homes. Mr. 
Moseley recommends that provision should be made for 
their relief, and your committee, believiofr that it would 
promote the ends of justice, by preventing the difficulty 
of procuring testimony, have incorporated a provision to 
that etiect, into a bill wliich they ask leave to introduce, 
to continue in force the act entitled " An act to provide 
for the employment of counsel for the purposes therein 
mentioned.'' 

Tiiey also ask leave to introduce a bill to prefeat thd 
administration of extra judicial oaths. 
The. subjeet referred to your comraittee^ being one of 
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first impression and of vast importance, they do not fed 
fully prepared, at present, to say what legislation may be 
necessary, in relation to its full developement, and the 
furtherance of justice. They do not, therefore, ask to be 
discharged from the iurther consideration of the subject, 
but wish to be indul<^cd with further time for reflection, 
Oii the measures win :h should be devised for the more 
effectual iijvestigation of the outrages committed on the 
person of Morgan, and to provide against the recurrence 
of events, so alarming in their character, so destructive of 
the peace of society, and the safety of its members. 

A. HAZiiLTiiNE, Chairman. 



REPORT 

On tivt Abduction of Wiilmn. Morgan^^Madt to the Senate, {New York J 

The select committee, to whom was referred so mnch 
of the governor's message as relates to the abduction of 
William Morgan, and the proceedings under the law of 
the last session upon that subject, beg leave respectfully 
to report in part : 

That they have attentively examined the message of 
the Executive, of March 18, 182^, and the law appoint- 
ing a commi«5sioner, which was thereupon enacted ; as 
also the recent message of the present governor referring 
to the same subject. They have also perused with espe- 
cial care, the report of the commissioner, which is to be 
presumed a fair and correct statement of what has been 
transacted by him, during the laborious duties of the last 
ten months ; they cannot nevertheless abstain from ex- 
pressing their surprise at the meagre char u ter of the 
commissioners* report, when they cnll to nrind that the 
I5rst duty specified in the law creatin:T tliat office was 
to institute inquiries concerning William Morgan and 
his fate subsequently, and all the incidents connected 
therewith." That the report, coming as it does from a 
mau of reputation^ and high official standing, should be 



Digitized by Google 



thus jejune and iMire of incident, confirms an opinion 
long entertained by individuals composing the committee, 
that ail those criminal transactions, whenever an attempt 
should be officially made to bring them to light, would 
from causes of a peculiar character^ be shrouded iu a veil 
of impenetrable darkness. 

Your committee have come to the deliberate concln- 
abn, that the evils intended to be remedied by the legis- 
lation of 1828, were not at that period fully understood ; 
that their character was misconceived, and their impor- 
tance underrated. That legislation seems to have bucn 
based upon the supposition, that the administration of 
justice was feebly dispensed, in the western section of 
the State, and that the deputation of a special counsellor 
or attorney, to give it tone and energy, was alone suf- 
ficient to remedy the evils complained of by the people. 
However much the appointment of such a commissioner 
might in different ways expedite and facilitate the trials 
growing out of the fate of Morgan, still such commissioner 
has been, and will hereafter be powerless, in bringing to 
merited justice the guilty individuals, who have \>een 
chiefly coiicemed in the transactions, that have so much 
disturbed and afflicted the community. In the judgment 
of the committee, the past evils cannot now be reached by 
any legislation within the range of our constitutional 
powers, and it is their opinion that remedial enactments 
having regard to the recorrence of similar evils, ought 
chiefly at this time to attract the attention of the Senate. 

To entitle this opinion to its just weight, some of the 
reasons which have led to its adoptbn will be briefly stap 
ted. ^ 

At no period since the revoiutioo, has the public mind 
been so severely agitated as by the abduction and subse- 
quent unhappy fate of William Morgan. The great moral 
shock has been felt with few exceptions, by people of 
every age, sex and condition. The high-handed viola- 
tion of law, the great number concerned, the cheerless 
and desolate condition of his bereaved wife and children^ 
the uncertainty that for a while attended the whole afTair, 
were all calculated to arouse the public mind to an unex- 
ampled state of sympathy, indignation and abhorrence. 
Bui these passions, altliough iuieube at that period, are^ 
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ia thtir nstm moeBoent, and befere ihia ime, wimM . 
have spent their force, bad not the attempt to bring the 
offenders to the bar of josliee, prodaced a developemeM 
of &ct8, drcomstaoees and principles as lasting in thdr 
eflects as the love of liberty in man. 

The committee think tt proper to observe that a jnst 
regard for the wishes and feelings of thehr constitaentsi, 
aiid the other requirements which grow out of the oce*- 
aion, will compel them to lay aside all that delicacj^ in 
treating this subject, which is Incompatible with a just 
and manly discharge of their duty— *and reloetant as they 
are to give just canse of offence to any man, they feet 
themselves compelled to designate classes of men by the 
ftMes they have seen fit to adopt, and to animadvert 
fbsely upon their conduct, when such animadversion 
comes within the legitimate scope of their duties. 

The people of this State am dtstingnlshed by their-at» 
taehment to a pare administration of justice as connected 
with the trial by jury — by their love of self-government, 
and by their averdk»n to every thing which directly or kk 
directly tends to thwart the operation of the democratic 
principles, which are the basis of onr political compact 
They are distinguished by their jealousy of powerful and 
talented men, and especially of the combinations of such 
men for purposes either unknown, or known to affect to 
properly, the even and healthful current of onr political 
affairs. They have learned that concentraUon of feeling, 
of' interest and of effort, are to the moral «md polrtical, 
what the lever and the screw are, to the mechanical poMr- 
ers, and they dread their operation. 

The order of the Jesuits, whose discipline secured 
onity of design and secrecy in action— >which used the 
solemn sanctions of the most high God, to subserve pur* 
poses the most selfish and profane, presented to the IfHh 
century a moral power greater than the world had ever 
known. It pen^rated with the silence and certainty of 



ted, without the force of arms, one half the conthienl of 
America to the dominion of the Pope. This order has 
been crushed, but within the last ItSO years another his 
arisen**-the society of free and accepted masons. 
This tnstittttioD, professing to be of ancient and ev6tf 
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«f diviiM oriffuiy adopting saoetioiis similar to tboae of th« 
order of the Jaauita, and coromanding a secrecy still moro 
profound, have recently .made deoiODSlralioos of a power, 
aslooishiog in its effects upoii the social and political 
compact, and of a character such as the friends of free 
institoibns cannot fail to deplore. 

The powers manifested by the masonic institation whieb 
may have been exercised in its unlawful restraints of ho^ 
SMin liberty, or pretended jurisdiction over human life, 
sia not now so much the occaskNH of alarmj aa its fearful 
moral influence, exerted upon the public press, and its 
lacility in controling results in the tribunals of justice. 
The public feeling at the West, which has borne the ridi« 
cole and sarcasm of those interested in quelling it, is not^ 
as they would have it believed, the mere anirad sensation 
indicated by brutes, whow bellowing marks the spot where 
seme victim has been slaughtered ; — but is the result of 
sober, calculating reflectioQ, looking to causes and their 
eonsequences ; to existing evils and the remedies to be 
applied; to posterity, and not the present generation 
slone. The life of one man, or even a thousand, in & 
republic consisting of 12,000,000 of inhabitants, political* 
ly considered, is of but little .moment. But that the 
streams of justice should flow pure and oncontaminated, 
is matter of infinite concern not only to the people of tfao 
West, but to the whole State; not only to the State, but 
the Union* 

But they have lost the confidence they formerly repos- 
ed, in the tribunals of justice. They believe that masonry i 
exerts its influence, in civil, as well as criminal cases ; in 
arbitrations, references, and in trials by jury, before jus- 
tices of the peace, as well as in the higher courts. For* 
merly from one half to two thirds of their justices belong- 
ed to the fraternity of masons — now not one in twenty 
sre initiated ; and this change has been chiefly produced 
by their entire conviction of the fact that masonry per- 
vades and influences the courts of justice. 

During what have been called the Morgan trials, and 
other civil cases which owe their origin to his abduction 
and sub6CM|oent &te, the people have crowded the courts 
of justice to overflowing. They have watched the de- 
portment of .masonic witnesses upon the stand ; some of 
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whom, of good repuia ia society^ ham mvoni to &cu, 
whifib in the qpinion of by-standen^ w«re not ciedittd 
by a fliogle one of the huiuireds of peraoDS who were prch 
msaU It is belieFed th«t giuxd juries, a majority of wboB 
were mwaa^ hm omitted to find biUs of iadictiDeiit 
when there was proof before them of oatcages^ not sur- 
pfuMed in j^fosaaess and indecency, by any oomnitled ia 
the country since its first settlement. Those outrages 
were coomiitted upon a masons who had been in the daily 
habit of exposing in lectures, what were once called tke 
secrets of masonry. Grand jurymen haTO said while a»> 
sembled for the discharge of their datiea, and when it 
was apprehended their maamic brethren would be impUr 
i;ated» we ssnat not let our brethren suffer." In a esse 
of recent occurrence, a defendant who had been saed by 
a maectt* not willing to hafe his case tried by naaonie 
jnryfliien» challenged them ; stating to the eonrt his readi- 
ness to prove the eharscler of the masonic oaths, and to 
^ow that the obligations assumed by them were of a de- 
eeriptton, unfitting them to sit in jiMigment between the 
parties ; and of such a na(ttr^ as to disqualify them in 
point of law. With the assent of the circuit jadge, the 
masonic jurymen left the box, and the trial proceeded* 
The conniei for the defendant^ entertained no doubt, up* 
on the law and the facts he coald prove, that the ohalls^ 
ges were well taken« 

The committee might multiply cases of this deflerip> 
tien, but they are omitted for others of more poblic noto* 
riety, and tending to the same point-^The case of CoL 
King, is one fuOy known to the public, and partlf from 
information contained in hia newspaper commanioatioos. 
The committee therefore recor to it, the more readily, 
but withottl.aoy intention of expressing an i^inion of his 
innooenceoE guilt He had been suspected of hanng 
had a concern in some of the transactions affecting Wi£> 
liam Morgan. He went to Washington in the iaU SC 
winter of 1826-7 ; applied for public employm^t, and 
obtained, with the assistance of some of his masoBb 
friends, the place of Sutler to the United States* traope m 
the territory of Arkansas. The suspicions resttim apm 
the public mind in regard to him increased : and Messrs^ 
ChiriiAghottse and B^ea were despatched by the Ckxiw* 
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nor of this State for the purpose of arresting him, and per- 
haps some others who were supposed to be fugitives irom 
justice. They ascertained that King was at cantonment 
Towson, and procured an order from the Secretary of 
•War, to the commander to surrender him forthwith. 

The fruit of this sovereign exercise of the State and 
United States power, in procuring the return of this hum- 
ble sutler to answer in the courts of this State for the 
inisdemeanors charged upon him, was precisely such as 
might have been anticipated upon the supposition that 
the ol)ligations of mrtsons to each other, are 8uch as they 
undoubtedly must be, upon the proof that has been pre- 
sented to the public. Bound to protect each other by 
the tenor of obligations in tlieir view of higher import 
tiian those they owe to the State or country which gives 
them protection, — the officer of the Fort, instead of obey- 
ing the order of the Secretary of War, notified King of his 
Hunger; and Garlinghonse and Bates soon found by the 
escape of King, that tlicir labors, arduous as they had 
been, were defeated by the machinations of nifisonry. 

The annals of criminai jurisprudence furnish no par- 
allel in many respects to the case of Wiiiiam iM organ. 
The nia jesty of the laws and the powers of masonry have 
been brought into conflict. What may be the result of 
the mighty struggle none can tell. But the events of the 
two last years during which the conflict has been in?An- 
tained, induce the belief that masonry will be victorious. 
The history of Morgan's fate is short and simple : On the 
11th day of September, 1626, he was taken by several 
masons in broad day, by force, from the village of Eata- 
via to Canandaigua, a distance of 50 miles, and there up- 
on R process originated for the occasion, confined in jail. 
While on his way from Batavia, one of his kidnappers 
who had him in charge, said with an oath, Morgan should 
not be tnken from him alive. After a short cnnfincmont 
in the prison at Canandaigua, he was taken out on Sun- 
day the 12th, at cvcninnr, and amidst his distressing cries 
of murder, was forced into a post coach, lie was then 
driven through a densely populated country, 110 miles to 
the United States Fort, on the Niagara river, and there 
confined. The horses and coaches used in conveying 
htm from Canandaigua, were owned or procured by ma- , 
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sons. And the owner of a Ihery stable kept at RoelMfr^ 

ter, who at that time and now is a royal aroh mason, a^ 
tually charged the Grand Chapter for the nse of his 
coaches and horses to Lewiston. Pains were taken to 
obtain masonic drivers. The last driver, however, acci- 
dentally was not a mason. It was Corydon Fox. He 
drove the prisoner, attended by three masons to the grave^ 
yard, about 80 rods distant from the Fort, and was di- 
rected to lialt. The party dismounted, and Fox was told 
to return to Lewiston. This was in the night time. 
Shortly after Fox made some observations about his trip 
to the Fort, which excited fears in the minds of the 
brotherhood, and within a short period, a special lodge 
was called, and Fox was initiated as a member of it. An 
uiiusuul number of masons were at Lewiston, and in the 
vicinity of the Fort, during the three or four days of Mor- 
gan's confinement, tliere, and nightly visited the Fort, 
The sulTeriniTs of Morgan were probably terminated on 
the night of the 18lh of September, 1820. 

Morgan was fifty years old ; in point of talents and 
manners was above mediocrity — had fought in the defence 
his country at the battle of New-Orleans, and immedi- 
ately preceding his abduction from Batavia had unfortu- 
nately for himself and family been concerned in writing 
a book upon masonry, disclosing its usages, oaths and 
obliiiations. 

It has been fully established by the testimony m the 
various trials that have been had, that a great number of 
masons have been directly or indirectly concerned in the 
abduction and subsequent fate of Morgan. But notwith- 
standing the publicity of tins transaction arising from the 
great number necessarily concerned in it — notwithstand- 
intr the thousands of dollars olTered as rewards by t)io ex- 
eculive of this State, as well as the governor of C;iiia(ia, 
to those who would give information of his fate, and the 
thousands contributed and expended by humane and pa- 
triotic citizens to ferret out the miquity ; and notwith- 
standing too, a commissioner has been sent by the legis- 
lature, to add his talents and industry to that of tlie courts 
in the country, still no record tells us whose hands have 
been stained with the blood of this masonic victim. 

The committee assume the faci, tliat the life of Mor* 
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can htt been destroyed ; they are compelled to do so, 
from tJie irresistible weight of circumstances tending to 
feftify that conviction. The love of gold, incited by the 
great rewards which have been offered ; the love of char- 
acter stimulating individuals implicated, and indeed the 
feir fame of whole classes of men reproacliiuliy assailed ,* 
^the fear of punishment operating on the agents more im- 
mediately concerned ; and in fact every consideration, 
that should influence men, pressed iliem to a re-deluxi- 
ance of Morgan to his friends and to society, if it had 
been possible for them to do so. The people of the west- 
ern counties, fully aware of the leading circumstances of 
this transaction, and haviu^r had more than two years for 
inquiry and reflection, have arrived to the decision with 
unexampled unanimity, that tliis man has become a vic- 
tim and a bacrifice. 

It is conceded that the lac is herein detailed to show 
the interference of masonry m ihe administration of jus- 
tice, come chiefly under the head of circumstantial evi- 
dence — of its weifiiit and conclusiveness, the Senate will 
judge ; but it li ciiiiiely cei taiji that it fiiUy justifies the 
opinion of the commissioner, Daniel Moseley, Esq., ex- 
pressed in a paiaLfiaph of his report to the Senate, in 
which he .^taK s iluu, " as to his fate su1)sc(|uentlv thereto 
It IS not yet developed, nor can ii be anticipated with 
much confidence, to be judicially determined by any tri- 
bunal over which men have control." 

The committee will now ])rocced to remark n[)on other 
evidence whicli lias come to their knowledge, in referenco 
to the subject belure them, of a diflbrcnt but highly alarm- 
ing character, and calculated more directly to impress 
upon the Senate the necessity of ulterior legislation. 
Many masons at the west, whose feelings had been arous- 
ed by the enormities of the institution committed in tliat 
quarter, learned from witnessing the temper of the people, 
that they should be protected in any infractions of its 
laws. They were satisfied beyond controversy, that the 
strange oaths of an institution, governed bv iniquitous 
principles, and used for evil, and sometimes for murderous 
purposes, ought in no respect to bind the consciences or 
conduct of those, who had imprudently taken them. 
They saw the absurdity of suppoaing that any human 
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being could be bound by an oath appealing to the Sa« 
preme Being, when that very oath enjoined an obligation 
to do thaty which is in opposition to the laws of both God 
and man* They finally assembled at Le Roy in conven- 
tion, on the I9th of rebniary^ 18928, and frankly and 
truly stated to the worlds the substance of the masonic 
oaths and obligations* 

Several of those masons who have seceded from the 
institution, are personally known to a majority of the 
eoramictee, and they deem it proper to assure the Senate, 
that they are men of standing in the commuoity, whose 
characters for veracity are beyond the reach of calumny. 

In the remarks which His Excellency has been pleased 
to make, in his message to the legislature, in regard to 
the abductiqii of William Morgan, and the excited state 
of public fL'C'Iing consequent upon it, the committee have 
observed, not without sensibility, that just appreciation of 
the purity and intelligence of the western population of 
the Slate, which distinctly commands our acknowledg- 
ments, i'his merited eulogium from so high a source, is 
doubly welcome at a period when the opposers of masonry 
at the west have been nearly overwhelmed by the torrent 
of misrepresentation, reproach, and ridicule, heaped upon 
them without measure, by the friends of that institution, 
in all parts of the State and country. In this condition 
they have sustained themselves, and triumphantly too, by 
the force of their own moral feeling, and without the 
ordinary means of defence. The public prcs.^, that 
mighty engine for good or for evil, lias been, with a few 
most honorable exception.-*, as silent as the grave. This 
self proclaimed sentinel of freedom, has tell the force of 
masonic influence, or has been smitten with the rod of its 
power. His Excellency further observes in that part of 
the messaire referred to the committee, and in relation to 
the public feeling aroused at the west, that ^' it would not 
be extraordinary if attempts shottld be made to pervert 
this honest indignation of the people to selfish and sinis- 
ter purposes. But the character of those who really feel 
what they profess upon this subject, affords the best secu- 
rity that the success of such uavvorthy schemes, caunoi 
be great, or oi long duration. ' 
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In aflcertuDiog the meaning of this paragraph, the 
committee have not deemed it proper or expedient to go 
beyond the plain and obviona import of its terms* Any 
dlferent sense^ arising from a different sort of constnio 
tion, would be gladly avoided, inasmuch as its adoption 
by the committee, would at once pnt them in the attitade 
of entire disagreement with His Excellency, and render 
it doubtfiil whether the message in this part of it, mani* 
fested that high regard for dignity of station, which is 
due from every officer of the government. 

Nothing is more proper than that all republican legis- 
lation should be characterized by the highest degree of 
frankness and simplicity; and under the guidance of this 
spirit, we take the liberty to re-assure the Senate, that 
the committee entirely concur in the opinion expressed 
by His Excellency, in the paragraph quoted above. The 
political movements at the west, to which His Excellency 
no doubt alludes, have been characterized thus far, and 
we trust that they will be hereafter, by a great devotion 
to principle, and activity and firmness in the pursuit of 
the objects they have proposed. They have proceeded so 
immediately from the bosom of the people, that the ordi- 
nary restraints of parties and their discipline, together 
with the efforts of those politicians, who have heretofore . 
influenced' public opinion, have been laid aside and re- 
garded with utter indifference. Satisfied beyond all ques- 
tion, that the evils inflicted on the State and country, by 
secret, self created societies, were a thousand ibid greater 
than any that for many years past had been conjured up 
by the devices of cunning politicians, the people have 
sought with wonderful unity of design, of principle, and 
of effort, to destroy, by the peaceful exercise of th^ir 
rights at the polls, the existence of the masonic, as well 
as all other secret associations. 

The wisest «nd best men among them, who have 
neither held nor desired office, have not been able to dis- 
cover any better, or indeed any other, mode of effecting 
this most interesting object. This peaceful mode of ovei^ 
throwing an institution of such amazing power, by with* 
holding political support from all its members indiscrimi- 
nately, until they shall sunder their obligations to that in* 
stittttion, and to each ofher, and return with as upon 
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efoal footing into the social compact, furnishes, perhaps, 
one of the lughest iilustralions of the iBhereot energy and 
excellence of oar republican form of government, that 
has ever been presented. The Autocrat of ali the Ru8» 
sias has exerted the force of his edicts against masonry^ 
but without having been able to extirpate it from his do* 
minions. Its existence is suffered in Great Britain, but a 
member of the Royal family 'ia always at the head of the 
inatitution, ready to repress any attempt affecting the 
government In France, no lodges are allowed to sit, 
without an agent of the government to watch their pro- 
ceedings ; and in Spain, the meeting of the members of 
a iodge to admit, and actually admitting a new member, 
is made felony of death. But in this free country, Co 
effect similar objects, no cruel punishments, no govern* 
mental force, no state surveillance, is at all necessary. 
Here, every citizen exercises a portion of the state and 
national sovereignty, and if this is done with a faithful 
regard to his own interest and that of his posterity, by 
withholding that, which no one has a right to demand, 
the great object will be e&cted. Legislation therefore, 
brought to bear immediately and directly upon the ezist^ 
ence of the institution, if such could he exerted in con- 
, formily with the spirit of the constitution, as expounded 
by a majority, minrht, nevertheless, be consillered as % 
measure of doubtful expediency; but that legislative 
enactments, of somewhat different character, and mote 
prospective in their operation, ought to be adopted, seems 
evident from the fearful relation in which the masonic in- 
stitution stands, in reference to the rest of the communitj. 

There are now in this State, as appears by a late, and 
it is believed accurate, enumeration, more than 500 
lodges of Freemasons, and about one hundred chapters. 
These lodges and chapters have a probable avera^ of 60 
members. The whole number of masons then, cannot 
be less than 30,000 ; and these are scattered, in pretty 
nearly equal portions, throughout the whok population of 
the State. 

The efficiency of such a body, and so located, none 
.will doubt Controlling as it does common funds, and 
.Iposseseing the advantages of sesrecy and activity aisMst 
unexampled ; using the ianguage of sigoi,.awi a ebmm^ 
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ter for a written language ; its members bound by the 
DKMit solemn oUigatioDs to God and their kNTetbreo, tbey 
caa surmount all diffioulties* These men can eflfoct 
every thing within the compass of human effort. If the 
erder were to exert itself in aid of charitable objects^ not 
an individual in the State conid be either hungry or 
naked ; want would be a stranger in our borders ; and 
Tast funds would still remain unexpended. If their zeal 
and industry were turned to the occult scienoes^ to which 
they have professed a devotion, the driest and most ab* 
stmse problems of the geometricians, the algebraists and 
the astronomers,' would, long before this, hare been as 
familiar to us all, as the road to market But if nnmind« 
ful of oharitable objects, and neglecting the pursuit of 
the arts and sciences, which they have professed as their 
leading measures, they should like the rest of mankind^ 
be tempted by the allurements of power, to make an efibrt 
to acquire it ; all will confess, they must be irresistible^ 
so long as the people remained ignorant of their secret 
designs. Nothing but a belief or knowledge of those 
designs, and puUio opinion brought to bear npon them at 
the ballot boxes, in countervailing measures, would at all 
check this otherwise resistless power. 

The opposers of masonry at the west, entertain no 
doubt that thb institution was originally intended, and is 
now kept up, for the sole purpose of securing to its memp 
bers, unjust advantages over their fellow citizens, in the 
various concerns of life, but chiefly with the view of fep 
cilitating their acquisition of political power. To change 
this opinion of our western population, is utterly impossi- 
ble. It 18 fortified by their own observation. Their ma*- 
sonic neighbors confirm it, by talking with freedom of 
their principles and practices, until they become as fa* 
miliar to them, as the highway act, or the act regulating 
common schools. But if tbey still doubted, they have 
enly to call to mind that when they undertook the great 
work of reform, tbree^iburths of all the offices In the 
country, were filled with members of that institutioii* 
The operating causes, in producing the success or defeat 
«f a particular candidate, are not always of easy disoo^ 
«ry. But when for a long series of years a large propor- 
'li^;of polilieal and pul^liC' employment, is in the hands 
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of any given order of men, it is natural that suspicions 
should be entertained, that every thing is not right; and 
when the disproportion of offices held by the members of 
that order, becomes extravagant and enormous, and con« 
tinued through a long period of time, notwithstanding the 
revolutions of political power, then suspicion yields to 
the moral certainty, that there is a principle of evil ia 
operation of fearful and dangerous import. 

At the aonual election last fall, 270,000 votes were 
given in thia State. If the computation tiiat we have 
§0,000 masons is correct, they will amount to one-ninth 
part of our voting population, and are of course entitled 
upon the principle of numbers, to one-ninth part of all 
offices, if it should be granted, that the members of the 
order, have double the taient, and fitness, in pn^rtion to 
their numbers, they even then, would not be entitled to 
one-fourth of the power of the State, and yet thej have 
held for years, three-fourths, or very near it. Supposing 
them to possess on the average no higher qualifications 
than the rest of the community, which is presumed to be 
correct, with the exception of that practised talent and 
fiicility in business, arising from the actual possession of 
so great a share of official power, it then becomes a 
mathematical certainty, that if they hold only two-thirds 
of all places of power and trnst, in the State, their pro* 
portion is precisely six times greater than it ought to be, 
tipon the just principle of eqimlity. The stale of things 
here presented, astonish in^r^ and conclusive, as it may ap* 
pear to some, is, after all, not surprising when the obiiga^ 
lion of the higher order of masons to each other is prop> 
arly considered and understood. One of their oaths ex- 
plains the whole matter, and renders the existence of ma* 
sonic political action, not only certain, but proves beyond 
the shadow of a doubt, that such action is obligatory on 
all (hose masons, who give to the oath a binding force. 

To all these high charges, tending so strongly to incul- 
paite and disgrace the masonic institution, no defence has 
been offered, at all satisfactory to the undertaking. It is 
true the question is sometimes asked, and whh mnoh 
plausibility, is it possiblOp if the institution is as corrupt 
and wicked as has been represented, that distinguished 
and meritoriotts men^ and many such are admittMl to be 
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memben, woald conttnae parties to such a nefarioos con* 
pact! To this it is answered, that masonry^ in the day 
of hs power, allowed none of its members to recede and 
express their opinion of its principles and practices, with- 
out exposing themselves to panishment, more horrid and 
inhuman, than any known to the criminal codes of the 
civilized world. That there are virtuous and excellent 
men who belong to the institution, can be doubted by 
none of us, who look around upon the circle of our tela* 
tives, friends and acquaintances* How this fact is com- 
patible with the opinion we maintain', of the character of 
the institution, neither time, nor the occasion, will permit 
us to explain. But now when masonry totters in doubtful 
empire ; when her countenance is blanched with fear ; 
when the rod of her power is broken, and she no longer 
dares inflict the punishments of her inhuman code, it is 
believed those men will feel that they have a doty to per* 
form, of great moment to themselves, to posterity, and 
their country. 

The committee have now laid before the Senate, in a 
f^ain and simple manner, some of the principal reasons 
which have produced a conviction upon the minds of .the 
western population, that masonry meddles in the adminis* 
tration of- justice, and is subversive of the republican 
equality, guaranteed by the constitutions of the State and 
Union. In doing this, they trust they have not been led 
beyond the limits of parliamentary usage, by discussing 
subjects not referred to them, or others not german to 
those topics, which it became their duty to consider. 
They have carefully abstained from examining the in« 
fluence of masonry, whether it be deleterious or other- 
wise to those social and moral relations, which so vitally 
aflect .the prospci uy and happiness of. mankind. They 
have avoided also, any inquiry into the nature and amount 
of its influence, over the religious feelings and propensi- 
ties of the members of that institution. These matters, 
however intensely they may interest the moralist and 
theologian, are beyond the reach of legislation, and there** 
fbre, are not, in the opinion of the committee, proper top* 
ics ht their discussion. 

The committee ate sanguine in their hopes that th* 
Senate will think it expedient, from the views of the sub- 
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j&Bt limvBth premitedi Id adopt father l^Milite new* 
ores for the special protection of the rights and KbertMi 
of tho oittaene of this State, agaiost the secret and io« 
tidooos encroachments of a sel^reated society, to which 
they have had occasion so often to allode. A declaratory 
and remedial law, by its terms preventing a rented ma- 
son officiating as juryman, in any case where either party 
belongs to the fraternity, while the other is not a vneroberi 
might do much in quieting the apprehensions of those op- 
posed to secret societies. And although no douht is eo« 
tertained, that the principles of common law» would with* 
out alteration, exclude a mason, in such circnmstaueos 
from acting as juryman, yet the difficulty of procuring, 
npon tiie urgency of the occasion, the full legal proof thst 
the juryman proposed is actually a mason, when such ii 
the fact; together with the further difficulty of proring, at 
all timesy the nature and character of the masonic obliga- 
tions, is so great, that the law as it now stands, aflfords 
but little relief against the evil it is intended to remedy. 

That the oaths are of such a character and tendency 
as to require the interposition of penal laws, to prevent 
their future administration, is obvious from every con- 
siderslion that should influence a republican legisla* 
tore. 

The English Stat. 87, George III., Chap. 123, con- 
tains some provisions in regard to oaths of this descrip* 
lion and tendency, which might perhaps with great pro- 
priety be engrafted into our statute book. The Ist see* 
tion, among other things provides, that any person who 
administm or causes to be administered any oath, wheie* 
by another becomes obliged to obey any orders or com* 
mands of any committee or body of men, not lawlbUy 
constituted, or of any leader or commander, or other per^ 
son, not having authority by law for that purpose ; or not 
to inform or give evidence against any such associate, 
confederate or other person, or not to reveal or discover 
any unlawful combination, or not to reveal or discover 
any illegal oath or other engagement which may have 
been administered or tendered to, or taken by such per- 
son, or by any other person, or the import of any sUCh an 
oath or engagement, shall on conviction be adjudged 
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While the committee obserra in this otherwiae whole* 
•ome statute, some of those severities which mark the 
character of British penal legislatioQ, and which ought 
always to be atotded, they cannot abstain from express 
ing their entire conTiction, that if like so many other 
British statutes, which we have adopted as our law, it had 
been le-enacled in this State ten years smce, the inuno* 
latioQ of Morgan, with all its afflictii^ inctdients, would 
never have happened, to arouse the sensibility and indig- 
nation of the people of this State. 

But the committee have abstamed from reporting, at 
this time, any hills embracing either of the objects to 
which they have alluded. They cannot now be apprised, 
firom the recently deranged and morbid condition of the 
public press, and other causes, what is the state of infor* 
mation, and of opinion of gentlemen of the Senate, upon 
this new presentment of an unusual subject of legislation. 
They are not aware how the whole subject matter of the 
report, they have now the honor to submit, will he appro* 
ciated. They are duly sensible of the importance of the 
subject, and that it is one of new impression, and are 
therefore inclined, in this stage of their labors, to adc 
respeotfiilly, the further direction of the Senate* With 
this view, they submit the following resolutions ; 

Reaoloed, That the select committee to whom was re- 
ferred so much of the governor's message, as lektes to 
the abduction of William Morgan, and the pmeedings 
under the law of last session upon that subject, be in'* 
rtructed to report a detailed statement of the evidence 
they may now possess, or may hereafter obtain, confirm- 
' iBg the leading opinions, and principal facts, contained ib 
their report presented the 14th day of February instant. 

Ruoksed^ That said committee be provisionally in- 
structed to report to the Senate, a bill or bills to carry ii^ 
to effect the objects specified in said report of the 14th 
day of February iostant, to be acted upon, in case the 
iacts to be reported shall, in the opinion of the Senate, 
be sufficiently confirmed* 

M. HAYDEN, Chmrmau, 
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JMieend at Lyons, N, Y. Soji. 1 1^. 18 29, in commemoration of the otdraga 
crmrm'fed on that day, ana subseqi/entlij , on Willutm Morgan, and other 
citizens, by Freemasons ; exhibiting tite criminal conduct of the /ratentily, 
mittntaming am m/ m it i tm ^ w km frmtipUt oft A nl i i M i my > Eg 
Myron Holky. 

Felix>w Citizens : — We ue mom tiaeMbldd, to'eoii- 
mUmt ftwl ootttnemorate fMts and priooi^c^ wWob we 
diem vitally hoeiUe to the great iDtttresta «f oor eountiy. 
Them faeta eie of reecEt Qeeurpenoe, aad the firintfh 
plea iMTa jMR gradaaUjr diacloaed by examituMf lala 
tfaa nature, tendencyy and orlgie of the iaeta. Together, 
tlMjr coBalilute an tw|»aiaUeled emergeiiey in nor n»- 
tional experieoee; and while they challenge oor heac 
Aenltiea of refiection and judgment, they ebntld faa caiK 
vaaaed in the epurii of oniveraal good will| and itkk 
beooming moderation* In proportion lo -Ifae weigtn of 
responsibility east upon na, In every oaee, ahonld hot tha 
impartiality and completeness of oor delabeiettaon, tha 
single oeasa of our motiYe, the ftrmneas of our daciaiDD, 
end the perseveranoe of oiur resolntion* 

In the snmaier and &U of 1836, a* train of events tiaee' 
pired, in thia community, oppressive, orimionl, and 
alarming-^involring the most atiooions violation of prkals 
and puUio right OC these evenia it is impossible to giie 
a minnte detail in this address. That oanne*ec be &a$ 
fully and adequately, till a festering coosQiouaneaa ef 
grievous wrong, and a brave devotion to truths shall nniie 
the tongue of Freemasonry. The events elleded to ase 
known to have included socGeMful abuse of the ionueef 
law, treachery to earnest professiena of Iriendalup, cmel 
slander, conspiracy, robbery, arson, kidtmpping and 
der. And, shocking aa these outrages were,^to the moiil 
sense of an enlightened people, they would, probably, 
have been punished, laniented, and forgotten, like motif 
other enormous ofiences, had it not been Ibr tim very eA' 
traordinary circumstancee following their • oomnaieskiii 
and atteodiii^ all attempts lawfully to iavestigaie 4hemi> 

No aooner had the feeble cry of tb9ee, who auffared 
from them and yet livedo begun to te^- the general ear, 
than intelligent and respected men, were fffind Adipidy 
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engaged in practi^^ing the arts best calculated to disguise 
ih&t character, and, as far as possible, to conceal them. 
The victims were represented as infamous, and unworthy 
of sympathy, if they did suffer. But their sufferings were 
denied, and the rumors of crime, which it was lound im- 
possible to hush, were imputed to them us iraudulent 
inventions which they had originated and liiipubed upou 
the public, for pecuniary objects. 

These arts were partially successful. The wliolo com- 
munity, for awhile, yielded to them. Many individuals are 
still under the delusions, which they produced. But all 
are not. The sagacity and habitual inquisitiveness of 
some of our fellow citizens soon enabled them to discover 
irresistible evidcucc, that foul deeds had been committed* 
And entertaining the generous sympathies of freemen, with 
an enlightened conviction, that the safety of all depends 
upon the protection of each, they called public meetings, 
in several jilaces, at which committees ol inquiry were 
raised to aid the operation of our legal authorities, in de- 
tecting the criminals. 

With the exertions of these committees, patriotic and 
public spirited as they were, commenced those disclosures, 
which have justly filled our country with alarm. The 
crimes had been committed by Freemasons. Freemasons 
were endeavoring to conceal them. Forgetting all the 
obligations of self respect, of civil duty, of social benevo- 
lence, of morality, of religion, Freemasons of extensive 
information, wealth, and reputation— men, who had pos- 
sessed largely the honors and confidence of their unsus- 
pecting country, were found to have been consulted on the 
subject of these crimes before they were committed, and 
individually and collectively to have sanctioned them; 
and this, not casually, i<^niorantly, or inadvertently, but 
after months of deliberation and frequent counsel. Con- 
sidering the nature of these enormities, the means em- 
ployed, and the restraints which were broken through, in 
their perpetration, such dangerous outrages upon the prin- 
ciples of liberty, were never attempted before, since the 
commencement of regulated associations. No human in- 
genuity could array before you all their evil consequences. 

We have a government to which we cannot be too 
stroDgljf attached. The privilege of establishing it was 
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obtained tbrough trials, Bofierings aad acbievements, 
which have secured to our sage and heroic fathers, imper- 
ishable renown. Its principles have been combined with 
the most considerate wisdofQ, And if its administration 
has not been perfect, it has been conducted with unequal- 
led virtue and success. Under its benignant influence, 
religious and civil freedom, were multiplying, extending, 
and securing all their benefits. Its power to withstand 
the seduction and defeat the assaults of foreign govern- 
ments, has been severely, but triumphantly exemplified. 
Its reputation abroad is honorable ; and its example every 
year becoming more attractive. It is rapidly preparing 
the public opinion of the world, for the general introduc- 
tion and enjoyment of freedom. 

Wliv is our government so effective for good 1 Why 
does It attract the grateful regard of all our enlightened 
fellow ciuzens, and the admiration of every inde[)endcnt 
mind ? Because it was instituted by the whole people, 
and not by a part of tiiom only ; for the protection of tiie 
rights of all, and not for the protection of the rights of a 
part merely, liecause, while it presents no impediment 
to the useful exertions of any, it encourages the honest 
and strenuous efforts of all, by offering its rewards to 
merit and to merit onli/. Because it intends to secure the 
safety of all, by enforcing, univerbally, aud vvilliout par- 
tiality, its penalties, upon all offenders — and because its 
agents are responsible, its proceedings are public, and it 
is free. Religion, knowledge, chanty, arc its open friends, 
the pillars of its strength, the objecis of its veneratioii. 
It delights in every exercise of benevolence, in every dis- 
covery of science, in all the advances of piety. It is im- 
possible to name any attainable good, the pursuit of which, 
it would not cherish and honor. But this government is 
eminently a government of law. All its benefits result 
from the adoption, administration and eiilbrcement of its 
laws. Humility before God, and before the laws of such 
a sfovcrnnient, are kindred and exalted virtues. With 
what a proud homage should the laws be ohcyed ! Where 
their dominion is universal and supreme, wiiat a cheap 
defence do they set up, around the great treasure-house 
of humau rights 1 And how detestable is rebellion agaiast 
them I 



1 



I 



OPINIONS ON FREEMASOMKY. 



207 



Yet such a rebellion Freemasonry has raised. It haa 

violated the dearest rijrhts of nature, and the most sacred 
endciinents of our laws, and this, in a spirit manifestly 
treasonable, for U lias done this, in pursuance of suieiiiii, 
deliberate, and voluntary obligations to a foreian p-overn- 
ment, — I mean its own, — a government more alten to 
that winch claims our allegiance, than any that has ever 
afflicted mankind. Fellow citizens, let me beseccii you 
to look into the government of Freemasonry. Kxamine it 
fully. You can easily comprehend it. You will htivc to 
encounter no arduous labor — you will involve yourselves 
in no perplexinjr inquiries ; and you will arrive at no 
doubtful conclusion. Von will find it a monstrous com- 
pound of monarchy and hierarchy, pursuing its objects 
with all the badges ol fraud and guilt. Its power you 
will justly dread, but that is not invincible. Its distin- 
guishing characteristics, you will certainly abiior, but 
these you can abolish. 

To faithful citizens, all tl at belongs to Freemasonry 
must be odious. Its pompon^ titles, they will scorn ; its 
ceremonies, indecent, profane or fantastic, they will con- 
temn ; its habiliments, they will deride, as the harlequin 
frippery of a barbarous antiquity ; its emblems and tokens, 
innocent when innocently used, they will regard with 
compassion, as very imperfect means of communication, 
to which honest ignorance m iy sometimes justifiably re- 
sort; its cipher, they will deem evidence of knavery ; its 
pretensions, its secrecy, its oaths, its principies, and its 
power, they will reprobate and oppose. * • * 

From the first machination of the recent outrages, 
through every stage of their criminal progress, to their 
murderous consummation, the proceeding's of Freema- 
sonry have afforded a practical exposition of the principles 
deduced from their oaths. And the distinct and full 
operation of every one of them may be obviously traced, 
by those who have been attentive to these fatal transac- 
tions. Even to this day. Freemasonry conspires against 
the laws, and defies their authority, in the very presence 
of our courts of justice. Individual members, by advise- 
ment with others, spirit a way \vit!)osses from the trial of 
indicted brethren, — relnse to testify because by so doing 
they must criminate themselves, — couceai the crimes of 
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ibfik miMue eoadjttlors, by perjury, — supply (Minqoeot* 
of their order with inforaiation of their being ia dasger of 
perseeiitioiis end with counsel end pecuniary aid to eseape 
firom the penaltiea of law, — maliciously slander and per- 
aeeote those, who in obedience to the moat lacred iajuoo- 
tiona of truth and honor, oppose them^-^nd prefer the 
interests of the firalernity to those of their coontry. 

Notwithstanding these foul exertions and the eztenei? e 
prefalenceof the neiarioua principles, on wbieh they aie 
founded^ that justice^ which was well nigh snSbcated, has 
overtaken a few of the felons, and consigned them to the 
awards of law, and the detestation, which high mioses 
onrepented of, should always find. But the guilt of these 
convicts, the infamous punishments, to which they hare 
been justly doomed, and the execration of honest men, 
which they must encounter, seem only the more strongly 
to have secured to them, the fellow-feeling and attacth 
ment of their unconvicted brethren. 

Why is this, my countrymen? Why have not these 
convicts been discarded from the sympathetic favor of the 
titular kings and priests of the order ? I will tell you. 
The reason is obvious as the sun at noonday. It is not in 
thewit of man, to assign but one reason for such conduct. 
Tiie convicts had violated no law of Freemasonry. They 
are the victims of unflinching adherence to its require- 
ments. They were unhappily sustained, in all the dark 
and loathsome steps of their iniquity, by an assured con- 
fidence, th;it Lhoy would be protected, upheld and justi- 
lied, by the society. Nothing but the firincst conviction 
of this could have induced men of previous good standing 
in llic community, industrious, wealthy, intelligent and 
influential, to violate tlio binding ties of domestic life, and 
the consecrated securities ni' civil biessincrs. This is the 
reason, which has eli'ectually prevented the dignitaries of 
Freemasonry from expelling, or even censuring, a single 
individual of these convicts. It has not been because 
they were fearful of exercising their authority to expel or 
censure ; for the men who have bravely and wortliily re- 
vealed their crimes and secrets, for the common good, 
they have expelled, they have censured, they have slander- 
ed, and persecuted with a malice peculiar to their order. 

What is the power of Freemasonry I One of its most 
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cloqaent orators, in Connecticut, in the year 1825, repre- 
sented it as follows : " It is powerful. It comprises men 
of rank, wealth, office, and talent, in power and out of 
power, and that, in almost every place, where power is 
of any importance. And it comprised, among other 
classes of the community to the lowest, in large numbers, 
active men united toc^ether, and capable of being directed 
by the efforts of others, so as to have the force of concert 
throughout the civilized world. They are distributed too 
With the means of kDowiii;^^ one another, and tlie metius 
of co-operating, in die desk, in the legislative hall, on the 
bench, in every gathering of business, in every party of 
pleasure, in every domestic circle, in peace and in war, 
among enemies and friends, in one place as well as in 
another ! So powerful indeed is it, at this uine, it fears 
nothing from violence, public or private ; for it has every 
means to learn it in season, to counteract, defeat, and 
punish it. It is too late to talk of the propriety of con- 
tinuinir or suppressing masonry, after the time to do so 
has gone by. So, good or bad, the world niust take it as 
it is. Think of it, lau^^h at it, hate it, or despise it ; still 
it is not only what I have told yon, hut it will continue to 
be; and the world in arms cannot ;^tf)[) it." 

Such are the claims of a permanent self-created society, 
which connects the aristocratic part of this romrnunity 
into a brotherhood, with the Princes, and iSoblea, and 
Priests, and Generals, of every region of the globe, by 
cords, which no power of man, in the proud opinion of 
such as are encircled by them, is sufficient to sunder. 
And to sanction the existence and pursuits, in our coun- 
try, of a power so expansive and redoubtable, and yet, 
though political, unknown to the government, the well 
moaning part of the fraternity have fondly believed, the 
illustrious names of Warren^ Franklin^ and Washington, 
could be adduced. 

** To err is human." There has been but one name 
given under heaven, in which no indiscretion, or stain of 
sin, could be found. Many of the patriots of the revolu- 
tion, especially among the officers of the army, did join 
tlie ni;isonir snriftv. In the number of such, were the 
exalted benefactors of mnnkiiid brfore alluded to. But 
little advantage can the society, in our tunes, derive from 
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this fact. Their trrcat authority, will in no way serve to 
cover the accumiilalcd tolly and L^uiit of the higher degrees 
of the Iraternity, nor indeed of any dcL^ree at thid day. 
And the attempt to use it for such a juirpose, it can be 
shown, Witliout dfdwiiig upon them the ]rn[)Utatiou of 
crime against their country ami the rights oi man, will 
only serve more strikingly to illustrate the dangerous 
signs of the institniion. For hear it, ye friends of equ^ 
rights, and of tlie government estabiihlied by your re- 
nowned forefathers, these patriarchs of civil liberty, when 
they entered the fraternity, had cast off the oaths of alle- 
giance t(3 the tyranny under \vhich they were born, and 
were battling Jor the great privileges of self-government. 
Under no bonds of established autiionty, in a crisis most 
momentous to all the cherished interests of life, and 
threatened witli all the calantities of anarchy at home, 
and of the most formidable and vindictive ]:)o\ver from 
abroad, an institution olieniig suciai ties, of which they 
were destitute, — great means of secret commiiiucalion, 
which they needed, — and many subduing inuLives to obe- 
dience, indispensable to their oltjects, was adopted, by 
them, and made successfully instrumental to the over throir 
of the government, against which they used it. 

If such men, under such circumstauces, in such a 
cause, used Freemasonry, not yet clottu^d with its most 
alarming principles and most censurable obli^ialioas, 
against a kingly and tyrannical government, siiaii their 
example be cited, to authorize its use arrainst a govern- 
ment of their own establisliiMf nt, — a govern rjient which 
they and their assf)ciates contrived, and set up, as the 
perpetual storehouse^ and sanctuary af all the pnacipies 
of freedom ? 

Fellow citi zens, you will not allow such an abuse of the 
inestimable inheritance of their immortal names. In 
your offices, in your shops, in your fields, in all vonr re- 
sorts ot liusniess or amusement, you have thought too 
reverently of the blessings of equal laws, and tlie rich en- 
joyment which their universal aud unobstructed adminis- 
tration secures, for this. Participating all the fruits of your 
honest and protected industry, in the bosom of ilirivintr and 
cheerful families, yon have Odt vour hearts burn uitliin 
jou as you r.elkcted upoa. the great fouoders of your oa* 
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lional family, and these reflections have turned the gentle 
currents of your donieijlio atrection iiiif) the broad and 
sueliitig tide of patnotism ; but patriotism caouot rebel 
agamst freedom. 

Lon^ association in toils and dauKf rs^ produces lasting 
friendtihips. Washington found it diificult, altogether to 
vvitiidravv himself from Freemasonry, at the close of the 
war. It was natural for hiiri to recollect, with compla- 
cency, many of the events wliich it had been made to 
assist. And its claims weie lro(|uenily pressed upon hirn, 
by old companions He did not, therefore, wholly re- 
nounce it. It had been used by him only for irood, and 
courtesy and cousisteucy required him, not vir.ii ntly and 
suddeidy to cast it off. He did not patronize it alter the 
objects of the war had been obtained. It fell into nefrlect 
upon the restoration of peace, and remained so until his 
death. He was undoubtedly opposed to its renewal. In 
1794, he said to several of las confidential friends : ** The 
real peo[)li' occasionally assembled in order to express 
tiieir sentiments, ou political subjects, ought never to be 
confounded with permanent, self-appointed societies, 
usurping the right to nontrol the constituted authorities, 
and to dictate to public opinion. While tlie firmer was 
entitled to respect, the latter was inc()rnj);itil)ie with all 
government, and must either sink into general dise^eeniy 
or finally overturn the established order of things." 

The greatest masonic authority* in this State, with all 
the honors of the institution tiuck upon him, about four 
years ago publicly declared, that masonry was sometimes 
abused to political objt ( ts. In our own village, before 
one of its most respectable magistrates, when in the exer- 
cise of his official duty, we Imve seen a bold attempt to 
use It ibr tiie piirpo«p of procuring; impunity from all tho 
legal consequences ot imputed crime. In forty counties 
of this State, being all from which authentic information 
could be obtained, it was ascertained, by the anti-masonic 
convention assembled last winter in Albany, that, in the 
year when Morgan was martyred, there were in office 
thirty-three masonic Sheriffs. More than half of the im- 
portant public o£oes in the Unioa are ^Jed by FreeAoa* 
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sons, thoug^h they do not coant one in four of the whole 
number ot pertioiis equally well qualifieri and eligible to 
fill them. Inquire for yourselves as to the number of 
masons, who have iilled the tuun, county and state 
offices, within your knowledge ; and yon will nut fail to 
discern a striking effect of the inequality produced, by the 
obligations of Freemasonry. 

If you have read the statements of respectable men, 
who have renounced it, you have learnt, that in ordinary 
times and in many cases, it has successfully assailed the 
great duties, n|)on which ail our social advantages de- 
pend. Its obligations are utterly destructive of that 
equality of ricrht, which our constitutions and Jaws are 
intended to niaiiitain. They are inconsistent with the 
oaths of legislators, judges, ffrand jurors, petit jurors, 
sheriffs, and every other pi]l>iic functionary, because they 
enjom illegal and unrighteous favor to brethren, and un- 
just and oppressive opposition to the uninitiated, in a vast 
variety of the most important exigencies of life. They 
are now, and have long been fatal to tliat political equali- 
ty, which every freeman should most highly prize, because 
it is the only efficient means of suppressing all wrongful 
inequality. 

No man would dare to take upon himsvlf the oljl/jjatiom 
of Freemasonry in public. Or if he did, no man would 
expect public favor afterwards. And shall we permit 
their existence, because they arc taken secretly ? iShaii 
we yield up all our rights as a boon to Freemasons, for 
the favor they have conferred upon us, by fraudulently 
usurping most of them, through the fatal efficacy of their 
secrecy, their tokens, their cipher, and their oaths ? Have 
we free hearts, free minds, seif-respect, social lovo, intel- 
liorence to look before and after us, and shnil we be hewers 
of wood, and drawers of water, for an ifistitntion rotten to 
the core? — of wliich the principles anrl deeds iiave cover- 
ed all over with blisters, the I'airest body politic that ever 
was presented to th<» admiration of the world ? — of which 
the only practical use is to forjre, in its gloomy fires, and 
fasten upon us, and all the niiitiated forever, the chains 
of a detrrading servitude ' W ill you submit to this ? I 
know you will not submit to it. I know the hour draws 
nigh, when the whole couutj-y will be arrayed in opposi- 



Digitized by Gck 



0FU110N3 ON FRECMASON&Y 



213 



tioii to it, — when the Dagon of these Philistines, who 
liave come upon us, — when the kings and priests of Free- 
masonry, with all tlicir courts, their altars, and their 
gods, shall sink together into everlasting oblivion, aud the 
g'avcl of masonic vengeance, shall be the weapon of of- 
ticial oppression no more I'orever. 

To abolish the evils ot Freemasonry, open and coiii* 
coaled, is the object of anti-masonry — and what conside- 
rate citizen will not approve it? If masonry be the 
Pandora 5 box from which all possible evils to ourselves 
and country, are to be feared, let us shut it up. If it be 
a noiijonie seed bed of the most pernicious weeds, let us 
eradicate the weeds, remove its smothering enclosure, in- 
troduce the cheerlal li^ht and the wholesome air — dig it 
over, through all its compartments, and sow it with healthy 
and nutritious wheat. Whatever it may be likened to» 
let us take effectual measures to exclude its erils. 

How can this be done? By resorting to tlie baliot- 
box, and by that alone. And shall we be slanderously 
and maliciously assailed with insinuations of Pirni,ter pur- 
poses, and with opprobrious epithets, for betaking our- 
selves to this resort? Is it not peaceable? Is it not 
honest? Is it not lawful ] Is it not consistent with all 
the rights of others ? If it is not, then their rights are 
wronsrs to us, of which we must take the rediess into our 
own hands. 

The rifrht of election is the paramount rrdit of all free- 
men. And the place where it is exercised js the holiest, 
in the temple of liberty. Shall we not be permitted to iio 
Ltp, and offer pure homafre there? There can be no ac- 
ceptable homage, but what is pure. Purity of election 
consists in exercisini^ the unmolested riffht of voting for 
the men, whom wo think wise to know , and faithful to 
pursue, the best interests of the comnuinity. The best 
interests of the community in which our Jot is cast, are 
the constitutional and equal rights of the citizens. These 
are invaded by Freemasonry. Shall not those who are 
opposed to Fff e masonry, repel the invasion ? Yes. We 
will repel it ; and that in the most majestic court, that 
bas ever been known amono- the sons of men, — in the 
great court of the whole people, which announces its 
sentences iroin the ballot«box« 
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Why should we not go into this court for the decinoti 
of our cause t Shall we not find it as respectable as anjr 
other court ? Shall we not find it as honest as any other 
court? Shall we not 6nd it as much under a sense of the 

necessity of upholding the essential rights of the people, 
as any other court? Sliall we not find it as inaccessible 
to all the biasses of partial influence, as any other court? 
We shall. And the interests of this court, which may 
God in his goodness perpetuate, are our interests. Truly 
we might go into the subordinate courts, established in 
our land. But we have a right to choose ; and we choose 
the court of the peoj)le. Is this disreputable? Or shall 
we be held to trial, in those courts only, whore a large 
proportion of the officers have taken oaths against us ?— 
wljL're we have found it impossible to proceed to a right- 
eous re^^ult, of the whole niiiiLcr, though sucli a. result has 
been sedulously pursued, for years? — and where we uuw 
know jurisdiction of the wIhjIo case does not exist. 

Vou [TKiy repel the invasion upon yonr riL^hts, (we nre 
told, by a sniall number of our fellow citizens, ruiitiiiig ail 
over with candor and liberality ;) but take care nut to 
avail yourselves of political means, in doing it ! You 
may repeJ it, by expressing gentle opinions against it! 
You are nui obliged professedly and directly to aid iha 
invasion. Only hold your necks still till the foot of the 
invader jiresses them to the earth, and fair opposilion, by 
courteous words, may be permitted ! Men there are, 
who hold this doctrine; and they go in and out among 
us, without the marks of conscious shame, or undisguised 
fatuity, upon them ! Of what race are they ? They 
come not from the true-hearted, investigating, devoted 
stock of the asserters of our freedom. They have no 
alliance with that class of men into whose bosoms, all the 
oppressions of tyranny serve only to burn their abiiorrence 
of it, — and all the gladdening results of liberty, to iiaiiovv 
their love of it. 

It is merely hypocrisy, and shallow hypocrisy too, for 
men of comni Dn sense to pretend opposition to the exist- 
ence of any tliing, which they would not take the most 
effectual honest means to destroy. The reproach cast 
upon anti-masonry, for its being political, springs from 
attachment or subserviency to masonry j and can spring 
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from notluDg else. And its takiDg a political charieter, 
would Dot be objected to, by those who cast upon it this 
reproach^ only because, Ly being political, it will be suc- 
cessful. Political character, ia the sense of adherence to 
the just policy of our government, which is the sense we 
entertain of it, is the highest character, which can be ac- 
quired by man, in reference to things terminating with 
life. And I glory in political aott^masonry. Anti-mason- 
ly is political ; it must be pditical, or all is lost. 

As citizens, our liberties are political, our rights are 
political, our duties are political. Let us all perform our 
duties, in accordance with our rights, and the rights of 
others, for the advancement of the just policy of our 
government. 

But it is said that anti-masonry is bigoted, and perse- 
cuting. Bigotry is an obstinate and blind attachment to 
a tenet, ceremony, creed, or party. Anti*masonry is op- 
posed, and will forever be opposed, to every tenet, cere- 
mony, creed, or party, which infringes upon the universal 
rights of man. It is the real democracy of our country, 
embracing in its good will, as objects of its protectiiig 
care, every interest, right, duty and enjoyment, of every 
ipdividual in the nation. Persecution means withholding 
rights, or inflicting injuries, unjustly. Such persecution 
is precisely what has called aDti«masonry into existence ; 
and this name of democratic freedom, will cease to exist, 
as soon as it has made adequate provision to secure the 
rights unjustly withheld, and to redress the injuries un- 
justly inflicted, by Freemasonry. Shall anti-masonry be 
accused of bigotry and persecution, then, by those too, 
who have invoked, upon themselves, all the wrath of the 
Almighty if they cease to exercise an obstinate and blind 
attachment to the tenets, ceremonies, creed, and party of 
Freemasonry, or cease to withhold rights, and inflict in- 
juries, unjustly, upon their renouncing brethren and 
countrymen T 

Wanting nothing, expecting nothing, and fearing 
nothing, from the public, but what pertains equally to the 
rights and securities of every citizen, I have conie before 
you as the representative of freemen. With no bonds 
^>on my soul, but those of obedience to my Maker, 
(would that they were always felt with greater intensity,) 
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and with a yet unfettered body, I have spoken to yoa 
freely wad indignantly of an iDstitotion, which I deem 
desperately wicked. Bot I entertain no hostility to its 
members. I have spoken from a regard to interests, 
from which I would by no means shot them out. Among 
them are numbered some, who partake of the same li^ 
stream with myself, and who are as dear to mj heart, as 
the ties of nature, early affectioo, and enduring sympaUiy, 
can make them. There are others to whom I owe all 
that can be required or gif en, in honor. And I should 
ooDsider it as a stigma upon my chaiacter to eheriih 
BMlice towards any human being. 

But ours is a cause of compreheosiTe beneTdtonce. It 
includes the interests of Freemasons as well as our own. 
And the most reflecting among theas, are already with 
US, in their secf et convictions. Mothiog but a pride, re* 
hictant to acknowledge error, and some fear of the fin* 
dictive hostility of the fraternity, prevenu them from 
openly avowing it They should avow it. Washington 
would pursue Miat course. In the path of renanciatioa, 
jou follow his example, my countrymen. With him bo 
private feelings or interests could superaede the puUio 
^od. Even to what appeared to be envions clamor, 
injustice, and persecution to all hut the high sighted eye, 
and all encircling hearts of patriotism, he, and the great 
saen of the revolution, gave up the society of the Oindb* 
natt, to which they were frstened, by all the strong links 
sirock ont in the welding fires of a glorious wa^ure. 
Follow their esamide. Do yourselves the great justice to 
discard Freemasonry. By all the unutterable privileges 
of life and immortality, by your most precious connexions 
and attachments here, and hersafter, by your undying 
thoaghts, by your unfcding hopes, renounce il» 
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ADDRESS 
their CmitUueiUt, 

WmUtOW ClTlUENS, 

Iv M the proud bout and eoasoling refleotioii of Ameri- 
caiMy that the frse iostitutioiM of their oountr j fatve 
triofliphed over all the dangers that have beset them. 
Whttef er have been the periki that have threateaed their 
mffif^tM^nMt^ the virtue and inherent eoergj of the people 
have been adequate to every exigency. ' 

Ranendy the people iiave been awakened lo an alarm- 
ing internal danger, of the existence of which they were 
naconecious. The abdocCsMsand mardelrof afreeciti- 
•en* without crime, with the attreoities that attended and 
followed ity have eaxited their inquiries, and revealed the 
fearful feet that there is in the midst of a confiding eeuK 
munity an inititntioBi the existence of which is incom- 
palibie with Jiiwity. When the outr^ first became 
public, the effiMts of the neif hfaorinig inhabitants weie 
directed to the enforcement of the laws, the detection 
and punishment of the guilty ofifeoders. In the simplicity 
of their hearts, they expected universal oooperation. In 
the prosecution of objects so just and patriotic, for pur- 
poses so high, holy, humane^ they, with entire con- 
fidence, expected the powerfiil aid of the Press, and the 
united exertions of their fellow citiaens. Far from them 
was the thought of arraying a jparty £ut any purpose 
whatever. Their astenishinenft was greater even than at 
the perpetration of the outrage, when they discovered the 
appalling truth, that it was the work of a conspiracy, em- 
wacing large numbers of eonspicabus citizens ; that the 
FBBss was silent as the house of death, or spoke only to 
de&me and mislead ; that a whole fraternity, claiming 
irresistible power, regarded the outrage with cold indif^ 
ference, or engaged in active efforts to screen from pun- 
ishment the guilty perpetrators. 

When they met opposition at every step of their pro- 
gress ; when they found their objects belied, and their 
motives impeached ; all their acts subjected to misrepre- 
>entation| and their characters consigned to obloquy and 
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▼Ituperfttion ; when they perceived that the perpetratoni 
of the outrage and their abettors were men of pieacefal 
lives, elevated and unsaspected characters, boand to the 
performance of their social duties by all the ties that exist 
in civil society, the unwelcome conclusion was forced 
upon them that the deeds they had done were not perpe- 
trated as the acts of individuals, but as members of their 
fraternity ; and that it was the institution that had sinned 
through their instrumentality. When the people, excited 
by the Morgan outrage, perceived that all efforts to vin- 
dicate the majesty of the laws, by the punishment of the 
atrocious violators, were resisted and rendered abortive ; 
when they saw that the fraternity possessed the power to 
silence or pervert the Press ; to stop the mouths, destroy 
the memories, or extract the consciences of witnesses; to 
extend its baneful influence into courts, and poison the 
loufiiains of justice; union became indispensable to the 
lurilier prosecution of their righteous objects. 'J hc Re- 
publican Anti-masonic party arose from necessity, and 
not from design. Opposition caused its formation, and 
opposition by assisting to develope tlie true characicr of 
tlie masonic institution, is constantly increasing its num- 
bers, and will finally insure its triumph. Believing H to 
be in accordance with your wishes, we have acieti to- 
gether as a party, upon every befiting occasion. 

'J'lie attention of the leirii>|ature was called, by the ex- 
ecutive, to the Morgan outrage, as a subject of legislative 
inquiry. The reports made to the senate and assembly, 
contain the material facts comprising the history of that 
transaction. (Jther " matters" "embracing" information 
of a graver character, " exist, which could not in the 
opinion of a high judicial officer, with propriety l)p made 
public," as they would tend very much " to prejuclL'c ilie 
guilt of persons indicted." After the reports were made, 
additional evidence of the extent of the cunspiracv wns 
obtained, but it was deemed urmecessary to make a Air- 
ther report, us no attempt was made to controvert the 
statements of those j)reseiiled to the legislature, and as 
liie whole subject is in a train of thorough judicial inves- 
tigation. A frentleman was then appointed to conduct 
the prusccutioiis, at our unanimous recorauieudation^ 
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and we look with anxiety and. confidence to the resull of 
liifl indefatigabie and able exertions. 

Aithoagh the excitement caused by the Morgan out- 
rage is universally applauded, with sincefity or affectation, 
the objects of those who obey its impulse are opposed 
and misrepresented. The objects of the Republican 
anti*masouic party are plain and freely avowed. They 
are to bring to merited punishment, the perpetrators of 
an outrage which has no parallel in a civilized commn- 
nitv : to annihilate the institution that has filled the land 
with crime, and thus to vindicate the laws, purify the 
fountains of justice, and rescue liberty from the dangers 
that beset it. The people, constrained by unwonted op- 
position, rushed together by a spontaneous impulse, to 
give concert and strength to their efforts. This party, 
thus obviously and necessarily formed, seems recently to 
have excited fearful alarm. Conspicuous individuals, 

in power and out of power," have labored "in season 
and out of season," to defame its character, and impede 
its rapid progress. It is manifest that political men have 
taken advantage of the existence of this party to impress 
upon honest and unsuspicious rc[)nbhcans, an appri Ik n- 
sion of danger ; and that desi ^fis arc in a traiti of execu- 
tion to render tho " exciteniont justly caused'' by tho 
Morgan outra^re, " subservient to j)olitical and pr\rty pur- 
poses," by making it contribiUu to tiio siislentatioii of an 
existing political party, the leaders of which have ncvtjr 
manifested any peculiar abhurrciicc of the Morgan out- 
rage. A COALITION is formed, embracing many 
members of the masonic fr aternity and those who have 
been separated by inveterate political hnstilittf^ to resist 
the eHorts of tho people in tlie work of reforri^atiijn. How- 
ever revo!ilri({ this unholy alliance may be to ilio democ- 
racy of the State, it is not of a nature to excite surprise. 
It displnvs the characteristics of the masonic institution. 
Il illiir-uaies the nllenration tliat tliu order does possess 
a power by which it can brinnr political antipodes togeth- 
er, and unite them in eflnrt^ lor the cotninon fraternal 
object of mutual protection and preservation. It is natu- 
rn! that the order should extend its iiilhience over those 
who are elevated to places of authority. U is lavish in 
its promises of ** all-powerful" support. 
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The posiessors of power are asually eager for its coo-' 
tinued enjoyment, and readily welcome the aid of ad?er« 
saries to secure it. They are invariably the foes of re- 
form. They always find it difficult to helteve". that 
abases do exist, that corruption triumphs, or that there 
can be danger to liberty or the peace of society, unless it 
threatens their own security. 

History abounds with illustrioos though mourhfttl ex- 
amples of men, out of power, the bold and ardent advo> 
cates of popular rights, having the clearest visions of 
existing evils, and impending ruin, in possession of power, 
the blind and " inflexible*' adherents of the system they 
had denounced as full of vice and danger. Democracy, 
in our country, has been compelled to engage in despe- 
rate struggfes with the possessors of power. All its past 
experience banishes apprehension for the result of another 
conflict. If its energies must be put to new trials, cer- 
tainty of victory invites to the combat. We have been 
rtmindcd of the far gone days of intellectual darkness and 
mental perversion, when professinor Christians, Catholic 
and Protestant and unpretending Q,uakers were consign- 
ed to barbarous and ignominious executions for imputed 
errors in relicrion. This has been done with the obvious 
intent to induce the inference that the spirit which caus- 
ed such abominations was kindred to the hostility now 
manifested against tlic institution of Freemasonry. Cas- 
uists must determine uliotlier weakness of intellect, ob- 
liquity of head, or depravity of heart, is chiefly required to 
trace a parallel between the relentless sacrifice of Chris- 
tian Martyrs, for speculative opinions, and the iulliction 
of legal punishment upon kidrjappers, incendiaries, and 
murderers. It manifests a morbid sensibility for crimes, 
a sickly sympathy for atrocious offenders, to attempt to 
repress tiie honest efforts of patriotic zeal, for their con- 
viction, by tlie hypocritical cry of persecution, and the 
hollow pretence, that the innocent may be confounded 
with the guilty. Religious persecution has affixed a de- 
plorable stigma upon the liuuian character and marked 
the aixcs in which it occurred for lamentation and abhor- 
rencc. It is an imperious duty upon this more enlight- 
ened generation not to tolerate an order that attempts 
a persecutiua more inexcusable^ atrocious and vengeful. 
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Religioiis persecution was perpetrated by the sovereigQ 
authority of communities. It was in accordance with 
the spirit of the times, and was the act of the noHon, 
The victims were subjected to trials according to estab' 
Ushed jurisprudence^ and condemned to suffer penalties 
prescribed for violations of laws intended for universal 
operation. We have witnessed an institution possessing 
the power and arrogating the right to inflict the penalty 
of death upon a delinquent member, for the violation of 
BO law binding upon the whole community or consistent 
with its safety. If former ages are doomed to reproach 
fi>r persecutions according to kao^ more ineffable must be 
the disgrace to that generation that permits or tolerates a 
persecution more horrid and afflicting to humanity mthf* 
out law and in defiance of its authority. Since the storm 
of public indignation has threatened destruction to the 
arrogant Order, it pretends that the Morgan outrage wlas 
not demanded by its requirements or in accordance with 
its principles. It was long before its proud spirit would 
submit to the condescension of oflering to an alarmed 
community, even that equivocal vindication which terror 
has finally extorted. If the allegation be true, the at- 
tempted defence is condemning ; for it proves that the 
institution is susceptible of monstrous and dangerous per- 
version. It is in vain to tell of the original worthiness of 
object and purity of principle of the institution and of the 
many good men who are members of it, and of the more 
illustrious characters who have been, if the influence of 
all these combined considerations is insuflicient to re- 
strain the vengeance of whole bodies of the fraternity, 
and prevent extensive and powerful combinations for the 
violation of the laws and the frusration of the purposes of 
justice. But the evidence from various sources is over* 
whelming to establish the fact that the outrage with aU 
its attendant enormities was in strict conformity with the 
obligations and requirements of the institution. That 
such is the truth, is proved by the testimony of a multi- 
tude of witnesses from the fraternity, embracing many 
" distinguished for their piety, purity of lives and devo- 
tion to their country," and corroborated by the acts of 
multitudes more who still adhere to the institution. The 
republican anti-masonic party has been accused of per^e- 
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cution and proscription. It cannot fail to excite sarpriae 
and astonishmetit that this charge should be preferred by 
those who, at the same time, boldly proclaim a political 
proscription of all those who do not belong to their own 
fellowship, although they constitute a majority of the 
whole community. If the charge were true, ample jus- 
tification would be furnished by the declared principles 
and unvarying practice of those who make it. But it is 
not true. Anti-masons proscribe and persecute no man. 
Tbe charge is founded upon, the fact that anti-masons 
leiolYe not to elevate to office those who adhbkb to the 
naaooie fraternity. This is neither proscription nor per- 
secution. No individual has a right to demand the euf^ 
firage of another. The bestowment of it is exclusively 
the right of him who possesses it. To withhold from- an 
individual what he has no right to demand and no claim 
to possess until it is freely given, is no ptrueutitm. To 
Unnihilate the institution of Freemasonry, or render it 
harmless, anti^masons have formed the resolution to wUk' 
hold their suffrnges from those who adhere to the order. 
It is no grateful task to make this discrimination. Pat- 
riotism enjoins the unwelcome duty. The community 
have a ri^iht to demand, as justice and safety require, 
that its officers shall be equal and impartial as between 
their fellow citizens. Freemasons have rendered this 
impossible. They have placed thcrn under obligations 
which create secret and indissoluble ties, between them 
and their masonic brethren, tpAtcA do not exist in rekitiim 
to the larger portion of the community. Under tremen- 
dous penalties they have sworn allegiance to an aUea 
ffower. They have voluntarily imposed ujxm themselves 
a positive DisacjALiFiCATioN, Anti-masons, by their re- 
solves, do nothing more than declare the fact and deter- 
mine to give it eSect. By ascribing superior force and 
sanctity to their masonic obligations, the members of the 
fraternity declare that they will not he bound by oaths of 
office in case of conflict. The community can never 
have full assurance of their fidelity. Unknown instances 
of conflict between masonic obligations and official duty 
may occur^ and unaccountable repults produced. The 
disability can exist no longer than tkei^ choose to retain 
the disqualification. Whenever they rsnowiee .their par* 
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tial and Mcret obligatiou and miogie with tlieir fellow 
citizens on terms of equality, their eligibility to every 
official station is admitted, it is a matter left to their 
own fru choice f and if they will continue the disqualifies 
tion and coaaequent ezolusion, they are their own per* 
seciitors. 

The objects of anti-masons is the annihilation of the 
maaonic institutiou, not the disfranchisement of its mem- 
bers. The method they have adopted is peaceful, lawful 
and will prove effectual. It is the only way in which the 
people can exercise that, sovereign and controlling power 
with which they are intrusted for the preservation of 
freedom and all the^ blessings it confers. The responsi- 
bilities of the people^iare tremendous. The protection of 
liberty is committed to their charge. In attempting the 
annihilation of Freemasonry, which threatens its destmc- 
tbn, anti-masons obey the most imperative injunction of 
patriotism. It is matter of astonishment that any should 
be found to blame their determination. Freemasonry has 
now no defenders. When it is alleged that under dea* 
potic governments and in barbarous times it may have 
been useful, a draft is made upon human credulity, for no 
evidence is furnished of its meritorious perlbrmances. But 
whatever its character, its principles or its deeds may 
have been, multitudes of the most worthy members who 
have not renounced the order, admit that it has lagged 
behind the advancement of the age and outlived the period 
of its usefulness. It is admitted to be unpromising, un- 
necessary and worthless : while the great and increasing 
number whom its atrocities have driven from it, declare 
the institution to be corrupt in principle, vicious in char- 
acter and dancrerous in all its tendencies. With this 
mass of comiiHiHlIy accumulating testimony of the worth- 
less or awfully vicious character of the Institution, 
will any lover of his country hesitate to attempt its 
destruction 7 Upon republicans the duty is imperious, 
if Freemasonry could be tolerated any where, it is 
only in attributing governments, where secret associa- 
tions may 1)0 necessary for the preservation of pefSonal 
safety. Even there it would be a powerful instrument of 
revolution and of destruction to e.Yisting estn!)lishtnenta. 
But in a fbbk Rbfvblic, it is unnecessary and abhorrent. 
Democracy asserts the equality op all hen ; on equality 
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rights and to the protection of the laws. It abhors and 
forbids all artiticial distinctions, ranks and ordeifl, stani 
end garters and titles of nobility," those " gewgaws that 
amuse so many children in the shape of men." Freema* 
sonry contravenes the spirit of Democracy. It is monar* 
ehical in all its structure ; anti-republican in its govern* 
ment, purposes, and all its exhibitions. If republicans 
wish to prepare for the overthrow of their government, no 
measure could be more effectual than the toieration of 
the institution of Freemasonry, which inculcates princi- 
ples of arbitrary power and slavish obedience the most 
abhorrent to freedom. Which fiimiliarizes their country* 
men to the exclusive pretensions of disgusting aristocracy 
and the vainglorious distinctions of an arrogant nobility. 
Democracy cannot exist with Freemasonry. One wiU 
inevitably destroy the other. The struggle for supremacy 
has commenced. It is a struggle not merely for victory, 
but existence; and the world is iutcrested in the issue of 
of the contest. The dangers of Freemasonry are en* 
hanced by its foreign connexions. It is wholly of foreign 
ORioiN. All its new degrees, with their impious obliga* 
tions and revolting penalties so prodigally multiplied, are 
wholly foreign invention, 

Tlie institution in this country receives with passive 
obedience, whatever is transmitted from Xh» foreign seat 
of its empire. Here it has formed a confederacy em- 
bracing the whole extent of our republic. All our territory 
is parcelled out, and a branch of the institution established 
in every section. It has its meetings in the darkness of 
ntglit and security of secrecy, for towns, counties, states, 
and the whole Union. The institution is prepared to act 
throughout the land, with concert, energy and decision, 
and to receive its impulse from foreign command. Its im» 
mense resources enable it to attempt the greatest objects. 
Nothing is too lofty for its ambition or beyond its means 
of accomplishment. In Europe the institution has been 
made the cloak of innumerable crimes. In its dark con- 
clave plots, stratagems, and treason have been designed 
against government and religion, and the institutions of 
civil society, and put in a train of successful execution, 
while its infatuated votaries were onconscious of the ob* 
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jectoftiie roaster spirits that impelled theni to action. 
What has been attempted in other coontries may be ex- 
pected in our own. The organization of the institution 
here, fits it for the purposes of treason. Its extended 
confederacy furnishes the opportunity for the widest com- 
munication. The masonic cipher gives the instrument 
of safe correspondence, and its secrecy enforced by horrid 
obligations, and appalling penaltie5, affords the assurance 
of security. The question then is presented to the 
American {)cople whether they will sacrifice Dbmocract 
or annihilate the institution of Fremasonry^ which threat* 
ens its existence. It is a question interesting to every 
inhabitant of this land. It summonses him to exertions 
for the preservation of freedom and its countless blessings. 
It stimulates him to display the spirit and emulate the 
patriotic devotion of the revolution who put all that is dear 
to roan in peril to preserve their liberties from foreign 
encroachment. A FOREIGN DOMINION incompati- 
ble with' those liberties^ exists and exerts its malignant 
influence for their destruction. The crisis calls for the 
energies and virtues inspired by reverence Ibr ancestral 
example. Those manly qualities will ensure to the prin- 
ciples of Democracy, a new, a glorious and enduring 
triumph. 

The republican anti-masonic party has the most ani- 
mating prospect of speedy and complete success. It has 
experienced great impediments from the silence or mis- 
rcpresentBtions of the Press, enslaved by masonic influ- 
ence. Numerous free presses are now established, and 
liberally patronized, and greatly increased. Notwith- 
standing the recent and unfounded statements of THE 
COALITION, the cause ih every where advancing. It 
is the assurance of this fact that causes such fearful 
alarm. Republicans are awakening to the fact, that an 
effort is making to render their honest attachment to prin- 
ciple and to party, subservient to the defence and susten- 
taiion of FrfM^masoriry. They are incapable of submitting 
to such Imniiliaiinn. The moment the masonic fraternity 
shall be ixrraycd in one political party for mutual protec- 
tion and preferment, universal conviction will be produced, 
of the nature and power of their obligations, and will be 
quickly and inevitably followed by the accomplishment of 
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the object of the republican anti-maaonic party— tiie ftDiii« 
failatiou of the dangeroas institution. 

To the mind of the humble believer in the Christian 
religion, Freemasonry presents characteristics that dcH* 
mand his most solemn meditation. Its religious creed is 
not the creed of any people on earth, who profess adorap 
tion for a Supreme Being. It is neither Catholic nor 
Protestant Christianity, nor Islamism, Judaism, nor Par 
ganism, and yet equally adapted to all! Instead of being, 
religion, or the handmaid of it, the masonic creed is a 
mock resemblance or impious substitute. It teaches its 
votaries to blaspheme their Maker, banishes all just ideas 
of the atonement made by the Saviour, and prepares the 
chambers of the mind for the lodgement of infidel prin- 
ciples. 

Those who first engaged in the righteous cause of nn« 
dlcating the laws and rescuing, from disgrace the charac* 
ter of the Slate, have felt the force of masonic power, and 
experienced the unmeasured effects of its vengeance. 
While they have been accused of persecution, they have 
experienced and witnessed its relentless rage. They have 
persevered amidst innumerable difficulties and appallkig 
perils, and have individually seen and felt too much of 
the peculiar characteristics of Freemasonry to be inaen> 
sible of the necessity of exerting all their energies until 
the overthrow of the institntion is accomplished. Foak 
calumnies have been uttered, and unfounded charges in 
profusion preferred against them. They have been ac* 
cused of seeking office and power as though such objects 
were criminal. And who are the accusers? Those who 
already possess power ^ or are grecjly for its enjoyment. 
Those who make politics a troBe^ charge them with hatdng 
political designs. As though it were a heinous offence in 
one class of citizens to strive for objects to the pursuit of 
which it is commendable virtue in others to dedicate 
their lives. Anti-masonry seeks no CONCEALMENT, 
nor shrouds its operations or desi^^ns, in the mantle of 
darkness or SECRECY. Its objects are proclaimed, 
and if it desires power, it is because the possession ie in- 
dispensable to their accomplishment. The sin of anti- 
masonry, in the eyes of the fraternity, is not solely or 
* chiefly that it attacks the mystic order* but that it 
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threatens to disturb its members in the nearly exclusive 
enjoymeiiL of office, inHuence, einoluuient and power. 

'I'iiiie, that never fails to lest tiie merit of thincrp^ will 
furnish the refutation of the charges liberally preferred 
against those who are engaged in the anti-masonic cause. 
To the charge of insincerity, they oppose an inflexible 
perseverance in the attainment of their avowed objects. 
To that of persecution, an invariable abstinence from all 
displays of malevolence and perpetration of acts of out- 
rage and violence. Let them prove tliemsehes, accord- 
ing to their profession, the friends of peace, morality, re- 
ligion and law. Against the malevolent accusation of 
being faclionists, let them exhibit a uniform and un- 
swerving adherence to the principles and the usages of 
democracy And to refute the cliarge of being without 
a plan or worthy object, let them continue the steadfast 
and ardent advocates of a liberal, enlightened and judi- 
cious policy, calculated to extend and diffuse the blessings 
of a free government, promote the interests and advance 
the glory of the State. Public opinion governs the world. 
The institution of Freemasonry is now sui)jer.ted to its 
scrutiny, and its decision will bring to it exaltation or over- 
throw. The PEOPLE have undertaken the work of inves- 
tigation, and to them exclusively belong and may safely 
be intrusted the task of its prosecution. Full coi.rtdence 
way be indulfred that they will conduct it in a manner to 
commend, without apprehension, their acts, their motives 
and their objects, to the just discrimination and enlight- 
ened judgment of a judging world. 
Albany, May Sth, 1829. 

M. HAYDEN, Ch'n. 

Abner Hazeltine^ Sec'j. 
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ADDRESS OF THE MASSACHUSETTS ANTI-MASONIC 
COiWEiNTlON TO THE CITIZENS OF THE 
COMMONWEALTH. 

PeIiLow Citissns, 

** We hold these truths to he sel^^vident, That nil raea 
ve created equal ; that they are endowed by their Crea- 
tor witli cerlain uoalienable rigiits ; that among these m 
life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness." On thsss 
lundamental prtnci|)les of civil and religious right, the 
people of these United States not only cast off the yoke ef 
ibreign domination, but *Uhe whole people covenants 
with each citizen, and each citizen with the whole peo- 
ple, that all shall be governed by certain laws for the 
common good." We consider it therefore, the duty of 
every citisen to watch for the public welfare ; to sound 
the alarm in view of public danger ; and to encourage 
laudable measures, which may be devised for the safety 
and interest of the whole. Although false alarms «f« 
Btver to be created, and exteting maladies are to be 
fittted by the best possible remedies ; yet, when public 
^vils do exist, free men should never suffer themselves 
to rest until those evils are eradicated. The Gommca 
wise of our common country, demands the utmost vig^ 
lance of an intelligent community. In order that tfis 
vigihuice may be maintained, it is necessary that corrcs- 
fcmding exertions be used to scatter light open every 
subject which has an important political bearing. Ligfat 
being diffused upon such subjects, and the attentibn of 
the people being directed to those things which are either 
ealutary or prejudicial to the public good ; it argues 
either a waiit of moral principle, or a criminal degree of 
apathy, not to feel interested ; and those who feel deeply 
interested, must aei» But men of intelligence andhh 
tegrity, will act openly ^ hmesHy, eansisieRHf, tm i fe r sl awrf" 
ingfy^ and perseveringlyi They will not shrink from 
the scrutiny of their fellow citizens, nor seek to hide 
themselves from the public eye ; and while they adopt 
and pursue, with a steady, uiideviating course, thoie 
measures, which they deem for the general interest, they 
Will frankly and ingenuonsly give the reasons of their 
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condocti that the public may approve or condemD, as 
occasion may require. . 

On this ground, we consider it not only the right, but 
the obligation^ of citizens of this Commonwealth, in con- 
cert with others of our sister States, to assemble for the 
express purpose of investigating the nature, tendency, 
and political bearing of Freemasonry. 

We are aware that this subject is one of great interest^ 
and, in its own nature, exceedingly delicate ; inasmuch 
as it relates to the opinions and practice of many, who, 
for talents, learning and integrity, are ranked among the 
first men in our country. We are, likewise, by no meant 
insensible, that a thorough investigation of this subject 
must bring us in unpleasant collision with men whom we 
highljr regard for their moral worth, and with many to 
whom we aire bound by the strongest ties of social and 
relative friendship. We would, therefore, have it dis- 
tinctly understood, that we have neither collision nor 
controversy with masons as men, but only with men as 
masonsn 

While however, we are willing to concede to masons^ 
as mil, all that is just, honorable, virtuous and paisewor- 
thy, on their part ; we are not willing to admit, that cM 
the talents, and aU the learning, and ii2f.the moral worth, 
of our common country, are the perquisite of the masonic 
firaternity. We are not willing to admit that they "are 
the people," and that "wisdom will die with them." 
However highly we may respect masons as mm ; we can- 
not concede, that aprons, sashes^ jewels, mitres, secret 
rites mod obligations, or princely titles, c^u justly secure 
to them prerogatives of honofi profit and trust ; or that 
tbey are more deserving of public confidence, than any 
other class of citizens. We cannot stand afiir oflT, and 

exeeedingly fear and quake,*' because of the " awful 
mystery," which, for a century past, has hung over thb 
institution ; nor can the venerable locks of some of its 
members, its pretended claims to sanctity and " holiness 
to the Lord," nor even the sword of the " tyler," awe os 
into silence; or hinder our drawing near to scrutinize 
Ihe foundation, materials, and " cap-stone'^ of this myg. 
tical building, ' 

These things premised, the delegates firom several 
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counlies in this Commonwealth, convened for the purpose 
of inveslitjating the principles of Speculntive masonry, 
now beg leave lo place before their conslituoiits, and fel- 
low citizens in general, C( ri iin reasons, why tticy consid- 
er tiie rniisonic inslituliuu dangerous lo our civil and 
religious liberties. 

The iirst reason which we would offer, rel itive to this 
subject, and which deuiaud:^ our senuus coaaideration, is 
this : 

The masonic fraternity have erected for them- 
sel.vks a distinct, and indkpendent government, 

"WrilllN THE Jl lUSDICTION OF THE UnITEU StATES. 

It cannot be denied, that ani/ cuininunity, arrogating 
to itself the right of punishing offenders, not recognized 
by the laws ot" the land ; ami, especially, holding in its 
own power, the lives of its members ; must, so far, be 
considered as claiming independence, and refusing, iii 
these respects, to hold itself amenable to any higher au- 
thority. But, that the masonic fraternity liavc done this, 
aiid still persist in their claim to independence, has been 
made to appear by the most satisfactory evidence. The 
testimony of their own members has abundantly shown, 
that they have instituted a code of s, not subject to 
the supervision of any civil power; and this code is san- 
guinanj. The code of laws in this institution, consists 
in the several " oaths or obligations'* of its several de- 
grees, to every one of which a penalty is annexed : and 
that pennhy is death. Every Freemason, in every degree 
by which he may advance, is made to swear, that he will 
forever conceal the secret rites and principles of the in- 
stitution ; his acting himself ** under no less penalli/" 
than to die a most horrid and !)arbarous death, if he 
should ever knowingly or wilfully violate any essentia! 
part of his obligation. In order to have a fair view of the 
barbarous and sanguinary nature of this code, it may not 
be improper to recapitulate the pciiahies of the first seven 
degrees. The Entered Apprentice ' [jinds himself under 
no less penalty than to have his throat cut across, his 
tongue torn out by the roots, and his body buried in the 
rough sands of the sea.' The penalty of tiie Fellow 
Craft, is, * to have his left breast torn open, and his heart 
and vitals taken from thence, to be thrown over his leU 
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shoulder, and carried into the vallej of Jeboshaphat.' 
' The Master Mason swears under the penalty of having 
his body severed in two, his bowels burnt to ashes, and 
the ashes scattered to ' the four winds of heaven.' The 
candidate for the fourth degree, * binds himself under no 
less penalty, than to have his right ear smote off, and his 
riffht hand chopped off as the penalty of an impostor.' 
l^e Past Master swears under the penalty of having his 
'^tongue split from tip to root." The Most Excellent 
Master binds himself under the penalty of having his 
breast torn open, and his heart and vitals taken from 
thence, and exposed to rot on the dung hill/' The Royal 
Arch Mason imprecates the penalty of having his /'skull 
smote off, and bis brains exposed to the scorching rays 
of the sun«" 

Such, fellow citizens, are the sanguinary penalties, by 
which the masonic code is sanctioned, up to the seventh 
degree. Those of the higher degrees, are of the same 
nature, except, that if possible, they increase in bar- 
barism. 

Now it is vain for masons any longer to deny, that 
these are the penahtes by which the laws of their instita«* 
tion are^ enforced ; because those obligations have already 
become the subject of judicial record, as developed, un* 
der oath, in courts of justice. 

It is equally vain for them to pretend, that these pen- 
alties have received only a passive signification. The 
obligations speak for themselves. No person can read 
them, with an unprejudiced mind, without receiving the 
strong, immediate and horrid impression, that they were 
intended to be put in execution. Some of us, likewbe, 
knoiL\ from our own observation, that these obligations have 
been uniformly administered in lodges and chapters, and 
suffered to stand, as liiertUli/ expressed^ without note or 
comment. The candidate is made to bind himself " im- 
der no hss penalty** than to suffer thus and so, if he 

should prove mlfulli/ guilt ij of violating any part of his 
obligation." But what is a penalty ? Johnson says, it is 
a punishment;'' judicial inJUction,** forfeiture upm 
non performanceJ* It is a contradiction in terms, then, 
to say, that a penalty is merely passive. The delinquent 
also, in the terms expressed, is supposed to prove " lot^ 
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fuUy guilty** of Tiolating some part of his obligation; 
which could not be the case, if the secrets of masonry 
were extorted from him by persecution. The very terms 
therefore, ^' wilfully guilty,'* as expressed in the oath, 
are a fair exposition of the penalty, and show at once, 
that it was intended to be put in execution, in case of 
delinquency. The candidate also, is made to swear, that 
he " will obey all regular signs, summonses, or tokens, 
given, handed, sent, or thrown," to him, from a brother, 
or companion of the same degree, or frotn ** the body of 
a lawfully constituted lodge" or " chapter of such.** 
This part of the oath too, is left without note or comment. 
The candidate is to " obey all regular signs, summonses, 
or tokens," whether to be tried and condemned himself, 
or to try and execute a brother, who may have violated 
his masonic engagements. This precisely accords with 
the charge given to the Fellow Craft, as expressed in 
Webb's Monitor: "our laws and regulations you arc 
strenuously to support ; and be always ready to as^iU in 
seeing them duly cxecutrd.^* 

But, if we had any doubt respecting the design, i] aturc 
and tendency of masonic laws ; we have a fair and diicct 
exposition in the higher degrees. The "Thrice Illus- 
trious' Knight" is sworn in the following words : " You 
further swear, that should you know another violate any 
essential part of this obligation, you will use your most 
decided endeavors, by the blessing of God, to brhisr suck 
person to the strictest and f?iosf condign punishment, 
agreeably to the rules and usages of our ancient frater- 
nity." The Elected Knight of Nine swears, that he 
*' toill revenge the assassiij:iii n ot Our worthy Master, Hi- 
ram Abiff, not oidy on the murderers, but also on all^ who 
may betray the srcrcfs of this degree." He also consents, 
in case of his own delinquency, " to he struck with the 
dread fnl poniard of vengeance. The " Illustrious Elec- 
tor of Fifteen" binds himself under the penalty of having 
his " body opened perpendicularly and horizontally, and 
exposed to the air for eight hours, that the flics may prey 
on tlie eritrads ;" and swears "to be ready to indict the 
same penalty on all who may disclose the secrets of this 
degree." The Knight of the East and West binds him- 
self "under the penalty of not only being dishonored, but 

* 
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to consider his life as the immediate forfeitiirei and that 
to be taken from him with all the tortures and pains to 
be inflicted in manner as he had consented to in his pre- 
ceding derrrees/' The " Knight of the Eagle, and Sove- 
reign Prince of Rose Croix De Heroden/* is shown a 
symbolio representation of HeU^ and then addressed in 
the following language : " The horrors which you hare 
just now seen, are but a faint representation of those you 
shall suffer, if you break through our laws, or infringe the 
obligation you have taken/' To the ** Kniglu of the Eagle 
or Sun," is explained the iblfowing emblem : " By the 
man you saw peeping, and who was discovered, seized, 
and conducted to death, is an emblem of those who came 
to be initiated into our secret mysteries through a motive 
of curiosity, and, if so indiscreet as to divulge our obli- 
gations, toe are bound to cause their dtoJthy and take vert" 
geance on the treason^ by the destruction of the traitor" 
In accordance with this sentiment, the Knight of Kadosh 
swears to take revenge on the traitors of masonry," and 

to yield submission and obedience^ on ail occasions^ with" 
out any restrictions^ to the orders of the Illustrious 
Knights and Grand Commander." 

Now, if we can attach any meaning whatever to ma* 
sonic language, or understand the genius of any human 
government; we must have the irresistible conviction. 
Chat the masonic fraternity have intended to assume the 
power of life and death over their own members. If so, 
they must t>e considered as establishing an independent 
government, within the jurisdiction of the United States. 
If they are governc^d by the spirit and letter of their legal 
code, they must assume the right to punish with DEATH, 
independently of any other power, offences which are 
neither known nor recognized by the law of the land. 
This sentiment corresponds with language used by the 
grand lodge, in the State of New York ; and the same 
diction, with little variation, is used by the grand lodge 
of this Commonwealth. " Every grand lodge," says thia 
first mentioned body, has an inherent power and autho-> 
rity, to make local ordinances and new regulations, as 
well as to amend and explain the old, for their own par- 
ticular benefit, and the good of masonry in general, pro^ 
vided always, that the ancient land-marks ire preserv^j^ 

I 
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•a4 tlMKl such regulations be duly prepared i» wnting §m 
tliQ consideratiou of Ihe meiihtrt. This has nemr been 
dispiited i for the members of every grand lodge are the 
Irae repreoeotatives of the fraternity in communlcatioo ; 
and are an absolute and imi^ndent body, with Ugi9latiu 
aMtboritjr***prof ided as aforesaid, ihat the graud masonic 
constitution be never vioUied^ nor any of Ibe old lam^ 
narks removed." 

** Here," in the language of one who bee wrktoion 
this subject, without any reference to tbe govenuntnt 
of the United States, or to any other govemmenty every 
grand lodge claims to be an * absolute and independeni 
^ body, with legislative authority and inhefonl power* ^ 
make what laws tbey please for their own particular 
benefit and for ihe good of aaaonryi (not £or Um good of 
ttiankiud,) in general.*' 

Masonic language and masonic legislation, then, as* 
iume as high prerogatives, and as independeni anthority, 
as any government on earth ; and will cope with the 
spirit and diction of tbe United Colonies, when they d^ 
ciared themselves ** free and independent Statea." But, 
the good judgment of every intelligent citizen tnuat teach 
him, that it can be neilber for the interest nor tbe sijfsly 
of Ibis republiCi to have an itukpmderU and increasii^ 

C rarer, springing up within our own terrkories ; making 
ws for itself; assuming tbe prerogative to puniah with 
death, or otherwise, oiTenoes of its own oreatiog ; and 
holding itself amenable to no legislature or executive in 
the United States. It is on this very principle^ thai tbe 
fizeeutive of the United States has refused to protect 
•ome of our Indian tribea. But if tbe Indians, in a smeM 
heat territory, are not to be countenanced in " oreating 
an independent government;" bow can it be consistent 
to connive at the existence and growth o( a power whiob 
has defied the world in arms/* in the very heart o£ onr 
country, and whose members are scattered over tbe wbeb 
tend] 

Another evil of which we complain, relative to the ms» 
sonic institution^ is, its unlimited and w»$MlricUd fmA^ 

Our legtsIatureSy in framing the charters of corporalB 
bodies, have wisely provided^ that the funds of such bodies 
shall be devoted to sfNMifio objects^ and ahaU never e^ 

I 



Med a certain woant. They lnf« done this, oq the 
principle, that unlimited a»d uoraitriotttd funds^ in th« 
hands of any class of people, are always dangeroos* 
WeaUk it pow^r. It is of vaai importance therefore, tint 
funds, in the hands af corporate bodiei, be limited and 
vestricted by civil law. Otherwise they may, at the €«m» 
tfol of ambitious and unprincipled men, prove a nioBi 
powerful engine against the State, or be devoted to pw* 
poses subvwaive tQf the public good. Butj to what limits 
tioB er restriction are (the funds of the masonic fraternity 
snfajectcd ? or what support do they lend to civil govern* 
ment I The members of this society may accumulate huii> 
^eds of thoosaads, in secret, subjected to no tax, and 
mponslWe to no civil power. Who knows also, the fwily 
secret object^ for which those iiinds are created f They 
jnay be created for purposes of ma$omt dkariiff and 
they may be cteated and managed to the subvir$itm tf 
tfoery civil govemmeni am tmih. 

It is no less obvious to us, that the masonic institntiott 
ptactises the foulest impotiiian. It priifm»^ indeed, to 
be an institution of science, charity, and mmvl etrliiik 
But, eiaminiag the first principles of the institntlon, ai 
tbef have been developed in hundreds of instances, we 
cannot bet be surprised and shocked, at the grom freed 
and extortion which it has practised npon our young men* 
It would be easy to adduce examples in demonstration of 
this truth ; but as the secret rites of Freemasonry have aH 
been laid before the public, we wonhl uige every citisen 
lo examine for himself. 

The immorality of Freemasonry, is another thing, to 
which we would invite the attention of the poUic. Every 
man of principle, intelligence and reflection, must admit, 
that the stability of our governsMnt, and the security of 
onr rights and priviletes, most, in a great measure, dtf* 
psnd upon the prevalence of smmd mffrmUty, But, we 
cannot think, thatr the secret rites and obligations of Free- 
masonry, are, iu any degree, calculated to enforce the 
principles of moral virtue. On the contrary, we have the 
strongest conviction, that they tend to harden the heart, 
atnpify the conscience, and to eradicate every degree of 
moral sensibility. The frequency and barbarous kn- 
gnage, with whicb-Mitib an adrnmittred, m this instltu- 
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•doDf and ths iohoman penalties, with which they are 
saticlioned, must naturally lead inorat beings to trifle witb 
the oath of God, impoeed by civil aathority. The inde^ 
cent and ridiculoaa ceremonies of initiation, intermingled 
with prayer and reading the scriptures, must tend directly 
lo turn sacred things into contempt. The awful familiar- 
ity with which the name, titles, attributes, and word, of 
the Qeity, are used, as pass words the profane and 
farcical representation of " the burning bush," the ark 
of God, the pot of manna, and the rod of Aaron ; we 
4hiok can amount to nothing less than blasphemy. la 
' short, all the ceremonies and appendages of the masonic 
institution, from the first to the forty^hird degree, we 
consider directly calculated, and most artfully contrived, 
to lead on, step by step, into blank Atheism. We fear 
not to appeal to any unprejudiced minds who will examine 
these degrees, as they have been disclosed by Bernard 
and others ; and to affirm, without the least apprehension 
of being contradicted, that the whole system is directly 
calculated to overturn every religion, and every civil gov* 
ernmeut on earth. This object is fully disclosed by (he 
** Knight Adept of the Eagle or Sun/^ After explaining 
masonic symbols, in the preceding degrees, as seeredy, 
though really^ levelled against the first principles of every 
existing religion and government, the Grand Master, or 
Thrice Puissant,'' addresses the candidate in the Allowing 
words : *' Behold, my dear brother, what you most fight 
against and destroy, before you can come to the know- 
ledge of the true good and sovereign happiness I Behold 
this monster which you must conquer — a serpent which 
we detest as an idol that is adored by the idiot and vulgar 
under the name of reUgion" 

In looking at the principles of Freemasonry, we are 
constrained to believe, that it subverts the administratwn 
if justice^ This is the* natural tendency of masonie 
oaths ; as will appear from the following extracts. To 
aid a brother, and keep his secrets, the master mason 
binds himself explicitly. " Furthermore, do I promise 
and swear, that L will not give the grand hailing sign of 
distress, except I am in real distress, or for the benefit of 
the craft, when at work ; and should I ever see that sign 
given, or the word accompanying it^ and the person who 
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rijave it appearing to be in distress, I will fly to his relief 
at the risk of my life, should there be a greater proba- 
bility of saving his life ihaii of losing my own." Fnr- 
thermorc, do I promise and swear, tliai a master mason's 
secrets, given lo me in charge as such, and I knowing 
them to be such, shall remain as secure ami inviolable in 
my breast as in liis own, when communicated to me, 
murder and treason excepted ; and they left to my own 
election." Now who would expect, that a master mason, 
feeling himself l)oiind by his masonic oath, would disclose 
** the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth/* 
when called to testify against a brother in a court of jus- 
tice, especially when he saw from that brother " the 
grand hailing sign of distress But, let us hear the 
Royal Arch mason. "Furthermore, do I promise and 
swear, that I will aid and assist a companion Royal Arch 
mason, when engaged in any difficulty ; and espouse his 
cause so far as to extricate him from the same, if in my 
power, whether he be right or wrong. Furthermore, do 
I promise and swear, that a companion Royal Arch ma- 
son's secrets, given me in charge as such, and I knowing 
them to be such, shall remain as secure and inviolable in 
my breast as in his own, murder and treason not excepted;^* 
or, as it is adtninistercfl in some Chapters, " in all cases 
without exrrjition.'' We now ask any citizen, who is not 
a mason, if, eniraged in litigation with one of the IVater- 
nity, he is willing his cause should be stibmitted to a 
jury, bound under no less penalty, than to have each his 
* skull smote off," that they will aid and assist tlieir " com- 
panion, when engaged in any difficulty, and espouse his 
cause, so far as to extricate him from the same, whether 
he be ris^ht or wrous^?" If the jurors have any regard to 
the mas onic oath, will they not feel bound to render a 
verdict in favor of their brother or companion, whether 
just or unjust? This is no more than a fair and literal 
expression of the Royal Arch obligation ; and we have 
the testimony of men, who have been familiar with ma- 
sonic nsatres, and whose integrity has long been establish- 
in view of the public, that the cause of justice has been 
thwarted repeatedly through the influence of masonic 
oaths. 

Freemasonri/ tends to defeat the design of the civil law. 
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FreemasoDS are not only sworn to keep their brother's 
secrets, aud to defeud and espouse bis cause, wbetlier 
right or wrong, but to warn bim of approaching danger, 
and, if possible, elToct his escape. The force of such ob» 
ligations, regarded by the brotherhood, must afford a 
broad covering for the blackest crimes, and lay the foun- 
dation for many a villain to elude the e^tr ;kf of justice. 
In demonstration of this fact, we appeal to the Mo&oam 
conspiracy. The success and facility, with which many, 
engaged in that barbarous transaction, have insulted and 
set at defiance the majesty of the civil law, afford melaa- 
cboJy proof, that masonic obligations are but too well 
observed. It affords an affecting illustration of those 
unhallowed words, to keep a companion's secrets, in all 
cases whatsoever, and to espouse his cause, and grant him 
aid in any difficulty so far as to extricate him from the 
same, whether lie bt^ right or wrong." It cannot be de- 
nied, nor ought to be concealed, that whole lodges, chap- 
ters and encampments, and even the Grand Lodge and 
Grand Chapter of one of the States, have been prompt to 
relieve their criminal brethren and companions in dis- 
tress; and have not hesitated to bestow of their funds, to 
thwart the exertions, and paralize the effects of the civil 
power. Even those Freemasons, who have been con^ 
victed of the foulest crimes against the laws of their 
country, have had their prisons turned to palaces, their 
hearts cheered with ev^ry desirable luxury, and are still 
owned by the fraternity, as trusty companions and worthy 
brothers. It is indeed, mockery, and adding insult to 
injury, for any to pretend, in the face of these stubborn 
facts," that Freemasons do not mean to shield one another 
ttom the arm of the civil law. 

It is an alarming consideration that thr. public press ha$ 
hccn so much uAder the control of masonic influence. A 
free press may be considered the very bulwark of our 
civil and religious liberties. Who are our sentinels and 
watchmen, but those who manage the public press ? But 
our editors, with a few honorable exceptions, relative to 
this subject, have been, as it appears to us, unreasonably 
reserved* Bating a few^ who have been continnallj 
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chanting the praises of Freemasonry^ and pouring forth 
abuse and Billingsgate on all who dare oppose ; and here 
and there a champion for the truth^ who had the temerity, 
in opposition to masonic threats and masonic corruption, 
to sound the alarm, and tell aloud the tale of wo, which 
had yet scarce been whispered to the western zephyr ; 
almost the whole 'corps seemed to be mute with astonish- 
ment. Masonic bribery had almost effectually poisoned 
all our streams of public information. No one could 
know the troth ; no one could tell what to believe. Were, 
it not for the anti-masonic presses, which have sprung up, 
almost stmaltaneously, like here and there a star to glit- 
ter upon the mantle of night;" our political horizon 
would still have been left in worse than Egyptian dark- 
ness. But from the demonstration we have had of 
masonic control over the puhlic press, a free people have 
reason to be jealous, and take the alarm. If the fountains 
of intelligence must either be stopped, or corrupted, by a 
powerful, secret combination, we may as well barter away 
our birthright for a mess of pottage, or sell our liberties 
at auction, like the Roman empire, despoiled of its 
strength, opulence and glory. 

We cannot but learn, with serious apprehensions for 
our dearest rights, the artful and insidious measures, with 
wkieh Freemasons have been thrust into offices of power 
and trust. In looking at these offices, in places where, 
perhaps, one eighth of the freeholders'are masons, we shall 
find more than seven eighths of the offices in possession 
of the brotherhood. Where, fellow citizens, will you 
find a public key, of any considerable importance, that is 
not in the hands of a mason ? Where will you find an 
important public office, of any considerable lucrative en- 
couragement, that is not filled by a mason ? We are 
sure, that the disparity in official appointments, as divided 
between Freemasons and other classes of our fellow citi- 
Jsens, is so great, that it could not have been the result of 
accident. Whoever will examine this part of the subject. 
Will find that facts speak for themselves, and that their 
testimony is irresistible. 

Now, although we would not deny to Freemasons, as 
wen, in common with others, any right, prerogative or 
perquisite, of civil community, to which talents and in- 
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mrky nty jostly emiUe them ; yet W9 are coavtraioed 
ta consider any secret or ciaDdetttioe measures, which 
they lake lo thrust their owo membera into office, as 
^together a usurpation ; and such an one as is, directlj 
calculated to subvert the very first principles of our con- 
fcdcrate republic. 

We do not feel ourselves at liberty to conclude this 
document, without urging our fellow citizens to refiecl 
vpon the awful imprecations of Freemasonry. These are 
so numerous, that we could not give a full view of their 
horrid and blasphemous import, without transcribing a 
very considerable part of every masonic ** obligation." 
We will select, as an example only the following, from 
one of the Knight's degrees. In receiving his libation 
from a human skuUp the candidate swears, ** May this 
libation appear as a witness against me, both here and 
hereafter, — and as the sins of tlie world were laid upon 
the head of the Saviour, so may all the sins committed by 
the person whose skull this was, be heaped upon my 
head, in addition to my own, should I ever knowingly 
or wilfully violate or transgress any obligation that I 
have heretofore taken, take at this time, or shall, it any 
future period, take in relation to any degree of mssonry, 
#r order of knighthood." Upon such imprecations as 
these, let every citizen make his own comment. 

We also feel it our duty, though with great reluctance, 
lo advert to the malignant and persecuting ^irii, incul* 
Gated in some of the first principles of Freemasonry, and 
which has been too faithfully carried into efl^ct i^aioil 
nil those, who have had the temerity to transgress her 
iecret and mysterious laws. Take, as an example, an 
extract from an obligation administered to the Thrice XV 
lustrious Knight of the Red Cross. ** You further swear, 
that should you know another ^ violate any essential 
point of this obligation, you will use your most dcnided 
endeavors, by the blessing of God, to bring such person 
to the strictest and most condign punishment, agreeahfy 
to the rules and usages of our most ancient fraternity; 
and this by pointing him out to the world as an unworthy 
vagabond ; by opposing his interest, by deranging his 
business, by transfisrrin^ his character after him wherever 
he may go, and exposing him to the contempt of the 
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whoto fnterniiy and the worlds but ef onr ifiastrbm of» 
der more esf^ially, during his whole natural life*" Here 
leo^ Jet oor iSdlow cittsena judge, whether each a apirit 
aa tht8| enforced by a sanguinary law, becomea a hand* 
maid of religion/' or of an inatitotion professing to inoni* 
eate the firat principles of " charttj/' universal philan- 
thropy/' and aoand ** morality." As it reqiectsoarsehes, 
we are fully satisAed, that such obtigationa as the above 
will aoeount for the acaadal and reproach, which, witbovt 
di8crimination» have been heaped upon all those who have 
burst the bonds of the roaaonic ittstitution» and borne tea* 
timony against its secret principles of iniquity. 

There are several other topics, relative to this subject, 
which we think deserve the serious consideration of oar 
lellow citizens ; but this protracted address most come to 
a close, and leave much unsaid, which we could wiah to 
have diacuased. We cannot, however, aom up what we 
have already suggested, and what we might stju desire to 
lay before the citizena of this Gommonweilth, in more 
appropriate language, than that of the Le Roy ConventioOt 
in their anti-masonic declaration of independence. 
, That it (the masonic institution) is opposed to the 
genius and deaign of this government^ die spirit and 
precepts of onr holy religion, and the welfare of society 
generally, will appear from the following cooaiderations : 

It exercises jurisdiction over the persons and lives of 
citixens of the repablie. 

It arrogatea to ttsdf the right of puniahing ita mem* 
bers for offinices unknown to the lawa of tbn or any other 
nation. 

it requires the concealment of crimei . and protecia 
the guilty from punishment 

" It encoura^ the commission of crime, by aflbrdmg 
la the g u i 1 ly facilities of escape* 

** It alfords opportunities for the eompi and designing 
In form plans against government^ and the Uvea and cba»> 
aetera of individuals. 

** It assumes titles and dignities incompalible with n 
tepubliean form of government, and enjoina an obedi enoe 
to them derogatory .to republican principlea. 

** It deaCroya all principles of equality, by beatowing 
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fefort on its own members, to tbe exclorion of otlme 
•qaaUy mentorloQs and doBenring. 

" II creates odious aristocracies, by its obligations to 
sDpport the interests of its members, in preference to others 
of equal qualifications, 

^* it blasphemes the name, and atten^ a pereonifisi* 
tion of the great Jehovah. 

It prostitntes tbe sacfed scriptores to unholy pm^ 
poses, to subserve its own secular and trifling concerns. 

It weakens the sanctions of morality and religion, by 
the multtpiication of profane oaths, and an imomal fi^ 
miliarity with religious forms and ceremonies. 

** It destroys a veneration for religion and religioas 
ordinances, by the profane use of religious forms. 

** It substitutes the self-righteonsness and ceremonies 
of masohry for the vital religion and ordinances of the 
gospel. 

It promotes habits of idleness and intemperance, by 
its members Neglecting their business to attend its meat* 
inf s and drink its libations. 

It accumulates funds at the expense of indigent pei^ 
sons, and to the distress of their fiunilies, too oilton to be 
dissipated in rioting and pleasure, and its senseless cere- 
monies and exhibitions. 

- ** It contracts the sympathies of the human heart for 
all the unfortunate, by confining its charities to its owo 
members; and promotes the interests of a fow at the e:i^ 
•pense of the many. 

" An institution thus fraught with so many and great 
evils, b dangerous to our government and the safety of 
oar citiasens, and is unBt to exist among & free people: 
We, therefore, believing it a duty we owe to Cfod, ear 
country, and to posterity, resolve to expose its B^stecy, 
wickedness and tendency, to public view— >and we exhort 
all citizens, who have a love of country and a veneration 
'for its laws, a spirit of our holy religion, and a regard kt 
tbe welfare of mankind, to aid us in the cause whioh we 
bave espoused.^' 

Ail of which is respectfully submitted. 

MOSES THAGU£R, Psr Onbt. 

V 
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RESOLUTIONS 
Adcpted by the Miutadttutttt AnU^masonk ConnoenUon. 

Resohfedf That all Societies should be open aod an^ 
aahle to the pobltc, and that the existence of any Asso- 
ciatiott whose objects, principles and roeasores are secret 
and ccmcealed, is hostile to the spirit of oar free institu- 
tions. 

Resoked, That the disclosures of Freemasonry made 
by Wm. Morgan, by the Le Roy Con?entbn« and by Ei- 
der Bernard and others, show the system to be selfish, 
revengeful and impious, and its oaths to be dangerous to 
our private rights and our public interests. 

Kesolwdf That there is evidence before this Conven* 
tion that Royal Arch Freemasons, impelled by a sense 
of their masonic obligations, have robbed their country 
of th« services of a free citizen, that the institution re- 
tains within its bosom the men who have done this vio^ 
lence, and that the grand lodge of New York has con- 
tributed of its funds to pay the expenses of the same, 
and that chapters and subcHrdinate lodges have also ap- 
propriated liberally of their goods to support the perpetra- 
tors of Hdacqipiiig and alleged murder, 

Resohed, That the system is one and indivisible, 
whether consisting of three degrees or fifty ; that it is 
erected on the same foundation, constructed in the same 
form, inhabited by the same spirit, and governed by the 
ia«M laws ; that the acts of exalted Freemasons, and of 
lodges and chapters in one State, are the responsible acts 
of the whole system in the United States, and that it is 
proper to make Freemasonry answer for the conduct of 
its eonetituted authorities wherever they are situated. 

Resehfidf That in view of Uie premises we respectfully 
request the grand fraternities of .Freemasons in the State 
of Massachusetts, to disfeUmahip the grand lodge,, the 
grand <^apter, and the grand encampment of the State of 
New York, which hold in their masonic embrace the per* 
p^jtrators of the violence upon William Morgan, and 
either to deny the truth of the above named disclosures, 
or to renounce the system, and the oaths of Freemasonry, 
vhich have been palmed upon the honest Freemasons of 
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the pmeni generation as the favorite work of the wke 
king Solomon, and of their tutelar, St. John. 

Resohedj That the Anti^masonic State Committee be 
directed to furnish each one of the grand officers of the 
grind lodge, and the grand chapter, and the grand en- 
eampment, and the grand council of the Freemasons in 
Una State with a copy of these Resolutiona, partieaiaily 
urging this oor earnest request, and that vhen this Con- 
vention adjoams, it be to some day convenient to receive 
their answer, in the hope that the wisdom of their reply 
will relieve the public mind of any ansdety respecting the 
institution of Speculative Freemasonry. 

Re3ohfedp That in the opinion of this Convention the 
oaths imposed by Freesaasonry are in a very high degree 
profime, and entirely destitute of any moral obligation, 
or legal binding force, 

Reiohtdt Thatlilcrs m emdenee of an intimate con* 
neiion between the higher orders of Freeaiaaonry and 
Fmeh lUnintnisni. 



Digitized by Go 



APPENDIX. 




KcnuticiatConitf of Jfvtmanmn. 



Exirad from IA« Rtnuneiatian of iho Riv» DaM Bet' 
nard, of Warsaw, Genesee Co. N. F. 

It is with much reluctanee I appear before the public In defenee 

of that which is dearer to mc than life. Tliough I value my good 
name thus highly, I should not attempt a refutation of the foul char- 
ges wiiich liave been with much pains circulated against mc, and ap- 
pear in the public journals in vittdication of my character, were it 
not for the duty I owe to my family and friends, and above all, to the 
Church of the living God, of which I have the honor (though un- 
worthy) to be a memher and minister. And it is not because I was 
unable to make every thing appear clear as the sun," us respects 
the course I have pursued in forever leaving and renouncing Free- 
iDASonry, that I have not done it before. But it is because my breth- 
ren and friends advised me to hold still, ami because I determined to 
show my enemies, that all their slander, am! h(;lli>h machinations, 
could not overthrow me, though i remuined silent : And thanks be 
to the name of my Master, 1 nave been enabled to pursue such ^ 
course as has received the approbation and fellowship of the church* 
es, the answer of a good conscience, and the approving smiles of my 
God. 

It may not be amiss here (o observe, that I have taken ten de- 
grees in Speculative Freemasonry, and was the first Soyal JSreh 
Mason, with the exception of Wm. Morgan, that ever denounced 
the institution as corrupt, to my knowledL'f* Tins U one reason, no 
doubt, why the fraternity have been so inveterate agamst me. 

Now to the point, respecting my leaving the institution. Five 
weeks before the abduction of Morgan, I beard that he was writing 
mufmf* My informant was a fi^tist minister of high stiiidingp 
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uid a high mason. He declared to me, that a greater pfece of de- 
pravity he liad never heard of; aod furthermore, said reptat€di^, 
that " be was willing to be one to put Morgan oat of wbv." He 
Mid thtt <*God looked upon the Inetltiition with ancb eorapiieeaef, 
he would never bring the perpetrators to light," and attempted to 
justify the deed from the scriptures. He also informed me, that 
there had been a meeting of the masons at Batavia and Staijford. 
The abofre expressions I highly disapproved of at tbe tfmey end tell 
him that If Morgan liad done wrong, we eheold net The ebeve I 
feel willing to be qualified to, if called upon in any proper manner. 
From what I learned from the above gentleman, and others, I had 
no doubt some measures would be taken to stop the printing of ma« 
eonry, but did not betteve tbe masons would be so ebemfaiabTy wk^ 
•d and daring as to put Moigan to death. 

T^Tien T wai at the east, 250 miles from Batavia, I }jcarf! ma^on? of 
high standiiif^ converse upon tiic suhject of bis abduction, wiiich was 
eeveral weeks before he was taken off. On my wav home, I saw 
Elder John O. Steime, end he preeMated ne ene or Ue hoelBi en 
masonry, just published. When I ree^d home I rend the neife 
and couM find no f^lu]t in it. I showed the book to a mason, who 
immediately purchased it. I learned also, that Morgan was takea 
iiiT and probably put to death. I began conversing with the masons 
upon the subject, and thej ehnoil nntwaelly justified It; I dwn 
hegen hot enly to give the eehfeet doe lefleetien, end inveetigatioD; 

hut to express my ahhorrenre and iittfr detpstation of the foni and 
most awful deed. I befian also to converse freely on the principles 
of the institution with masons, and others. About this time a special 
meeting of the lod^ wee called In Covington, wUeh I attended, and 
•fter the meeting was duly opened and the subject of the abduction 
bronf!;ht np, I arose and deridcdl}^ di^'approbated it, and advised the 
lodge to do the same. But instead of attending to my advice, they 
began to question me about what 1 had said of masonry, and reiative 
to my bringing Stetm'e heek into town ; ett of which to the worthy 
hody, appeared erimioaT. During this meeting, if I may jodge»I 
aaw what I ca!? a manifest approbation of the Morgiin outrage, in 
most of the members, and it was a full meeting. At this meeting 
there were a number of Reverend gentlemen, one of whom said, as 
Mfly ea I can receliectt ** Cities nave thehr kwet 'Chw^dMi have 
their laws» maeons have their laws, and here is the proper phtee t» 
try a mapon. If Morp;an has had his throat cut from ear to ear, and 
his body buried in the roii^h pands of the sea, where the tide ebbs 
and flows once in 24 hours, he cannot complain of not having justiee 
done him.** Here he closedt and it was eehoSad with an Amen ! 
Amen! Amen! One of the membeteof the dioffeh in Covingtoo, 
said about this time at a private house, that the woiit death in&iei 
on Morgan, would have been no more than just. 

Tbe next regular meeting of the lodge I attended ; being requested 
by the Maaler» at the.ahove nemed apeehd meettaif , end here • eeerie 
paased which I shall never forget If ever a poor mortal was abasgi^ 



shamefully. Here I did not know what to do; I rather thought 
there would be warm work, I therefore kept peifeetly cool, as 1 can 
^tadntly prove, end MhiogpaMl my lips hntiriMrla« wffiiiig 
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ihould be repeated a thousand time:?. I then and there declare4 
some of my then principal objections to Freemasonry. They were 
not removed. 1 finally told them to take tbdr «wn course, sucii 
were my viewi, and If they chose they could expel me. It hM been 
said that I begged them not to do it, but this is false, and I can prove 
it. I told them I diil not ask them to expel me, but they could take 
their own course. 1 tinaiiy left them, hoping and praying that they 
would forever disown me, as I did them. 

Whea 1 left the Church in Covington, tliej gave me a good letter 
of recommendation. I also received letters from the 2d Le Roy, 1st 
York, Ist Middlebury, 2d Elba and Warsaw churches, all of which 
justified and approved the course I have taken ; and I hope i may 
ever conduct so as to merit their confidence end that of the public. 
I have ever been ready, and am still, to meet my accusers or any 
body else, l>efore the churches with which I am connected. I preach 
to the first church in Middlebnry and the church in Warsaw. I 
hold my standing in the second church in Le Hoy, where I united 
last wmter. My reason for uniting with that church is, it was the 
fiffftin the country that came out from Freemasonry, and at 1 cooM 
not conscientiously walk with those who practised it, 1 became one 
of tliem. I wish to injure no roan. I trust I am a friend to all men. 
But i am a decided enemv to Freemasoury ; and it is because, from a 
theroogb investigation or Ite i^rindples before and tlnee I leil it, I 
folly believe that it is not only the meet abominable bat also the raoil 
dangerous iottitution that ever was imposed upon man ; it is anti>re- 
publican and anti-christian. It is somewhat imposing, owing to its. 
borrowed garments, but this renders it more dangerous, for like the 
wily serpent, it iuies but to ^destroy. BIsd never invented, hell 
never devised, wicked men and devils never palmed upon the publie ' 
n more foolish^ corrupt, airfuJ, sou! (festroying and Henven daring 
imtitutiony than Speculative Fretmatowry ! M may truly b€ said 

to be HKLXi's MASTER PIECE. 

Ifafving thoroughly Inveatigated iti ceremonies, itt oeibi> end ile 
prindplee, ee In tim light of eternity, I feel fully wtmnted in meUni^ 

these statements. The condition on which the oaths are taken, and 
their evil tendency, being oppo>o(l to the ^\ory of God and the best 
interests of man, render tliem far from beuig binding. 

I eelemoly renmmee en fetlty to masonry, and do meet eameell^ 
beeeeeb my bretfafenin Cliriit Jeans, of every name, to to me ont 
and bear unequivocal testimony against it. Think, 0 thnik, dear 
Christians, that hundreds and thousands of precious and immortal 
souls will be lost iorever, unless they return and repent, but that the 
MM of the preclomi Jesue is rejected, your Savietw, yoor precioiie 
MmI ndorable Saviour taken away— the cause of your lileeding Re* 
deemer injured — the hands of tlie wicked strengthened, and the Al- 
mighty God dishonored ! Ami O, iet me entreat you in the mercy 
and bowels of Jesus Christ, to reflect that you have to answer for 
the blood of tboie wbo ahftll find ebe, wbeii It abili be feiever tao 
IHOy that masonry is not a Saviour ! And while I entreat yon, let mn 
warn the wicked. 0 wicked man, thou shalt surely die — your hotise 
is built on the sand — the winds, rains, and tloods of Jehovah's wrath 
will soon beat upon your naked soul in one eternal storm ! Though 
Bif taqpeel tOBMit m tbe eagle on your bMiled god, yon 
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win find that the Almighty will dash yoa to pieces like a pottePf tw- 
iel. Be warned then, be wiie aod flee from masaary — oee from the 
wrath to come — ^flee to the gu9hing side of Jotos, whose blood yon 
Mm evor tnm^ng imier your feet. He cao save you, for he is tun* 

cjfurt — he can save you, for he is Almighty. Farewell, dear ^moer; 
if yon choose, you can «(in slander me, still culiimntate my character. 
Hecollecl when i pray to niy Lord 1 always remember yoa; though 
you bate me, I love you; though you bnat my reputation, though 
yoa kill my body, you canoot kill my soul. This is secure from ai 
jrour machinations, and wiil in the blood of Cliri-( triumph forever. 

Farcwfll, (U»-\r *iinners : But we shall meet agarn, when the last 
trump t»hail sound we shall meet. At the retribution of the great 
day, we shall moet and hear onr final doom, wt ohaU roeelvo our 
overlasting reward — masonry then, and its adherenti will OlenMdIy 
•ariah, white Cliriat aod hj« people wiH rei^n forever. 

DAVID BERNARD. 



Remmciaii4m of Rev, Joshua Bradley, Principal of 
Roek Spring Sammary, IlUnoU, 

ta a btter to a ftlend in Kew-Toik. 

I was brought into existence and educated in a region where no- 
fonry was cherished and rcs'pected, and where 1 never heard any 
miront ar2:umen('« olTered a^; iin^t it : I therefore was early inclined to 
tiiiitk it an insUlulion worthy ui my attcntiou. After I left college in 
1799* I became acquainted with many maMrn, who were amiable^ 
benevolent, influential in toclely and government ; also, some maaii- 
ters whom I highly esteemed, were members and zealously engaged 
in recommending its morality, virtues and utility to mankind. All I 
read, heard, or saw of the progress of this denomination, had a ten- 
dency to incline me to join them. In 1814» I visited Newport, R. I.,, 
where I was first settled in the miniatry. An opportunity was then 

r resented to accomplish my wishes and {jrntify my cuHc^ity. There 
took all the dej^rccs that I ever considered important to myself and 
others. Sotne terms in the ol>Ugdtions and tiic tide:^ of their o(iicerS|. 
I never liked, but these were so explained by those who presided;, 
that f finally p:u<(sed onward, as all bad done wlm had gone tbb wap 
before ine, without much dilFiculty. 

I then con«?idered, and have ever since, that the l\:iiuhfhood ha» 
no ullinity to nvAnomy, I never had a tiiuughi that aia:>uury vv%ui re- 
ligion ; for God in his infinite mercy liad brought me by his Hblf 
Spirit to believe in Christ, at the age of about 17 years. That pure 
religion \vhich I then experienced, has been replete with every thing 
that i or a world needs in time or eternity. But masonry is a human, 
and cunningly formed system of deception. Is it not rightly named, 
*' Speculative Freeroaionry?" Millions have been drawn wkhiatti 
teil^ and led away captive l»y 1(> talae pteieMioat and exblUteaaf 



Digitized by Google 



90 



morality, charity and brotherly love. And many may still rejoice for 
a season m their delusions, despise reproof, and perish without 
remedy. 

While I lived in New England, I nw nothing yerjr altmittg^ in tK» 

traosactioDs of masons ; but in 1817 I settled ia Albany, N. Y»« 

where I formed an extensive acquaintance with the fraternity from 
ail parts ol Uiat State, and begun to take an active part in their lo<Is:es 
and chapters, till May, 1826. During this period I tried in all lauiia< 
Ue wayg to enlighten and turn the attention of tliousends, to foontl 
academies and educate in all the nseful arts, ttio children of poor 
masons and their orphans — to expel unworthy memher«>, to ]?iy out 
their large and acciimnlatlns: funds lor the benetit ot Lho-o to wljoia 
they were obligated, uad to save themselves from fraud and every 
species of deception. I was well aware from doeuments obtained, 
and from oral information, tint the craft were in imminent danger of 
overwhelming themselves in a sea of difficulties, which would rise 
and sweep through that State, if not over the Union — bearing on its 
Waves the iniquities of many of the order that might be seen and 
l^nown by every individual of discerament. I was no prophet, 
T^nither the son of a prophet, nor did I need a messenger from tbsi 
skies to inform me of the future destiny of the fraternity in New- 
York, or any other part of the globe, when 1 Icnew from history and 
tlie revelation from heaven, that the destruction of every society 
slumbered nott which would foster widun its emhnces, membeii, 
who would spend their funds in riotous courses and every scene of 
abomination. Many have done this in every country where masonry 
has been permitted to erect her edifice, and entice to her dark re- 
^^fMs all whom she may devour. Should any consider me advanc-^ 
ipg upon ground doubtful, and altogether beyond the regions of pes* 
sihility, I vv^ould only ask masons to open their archives and read for 
themselves. What occasioned the existence of the Lodge of Recon- 
ciliation in England ? Was it not to bring into union the terrible 
parties of masons who arrayed themselves against each other, and 
wore trampling upon every particle of reason, and setting at naught 
every thing worthy of our existence ? Who robbed No. 31 of their 
jewels, implements, charter and every book ? Their Deputy Grand 
Afaster. What did that lodge write to their Grand Master, who is 
^ Icing of Great Britain ? How did he treat that lodge f English 
masons Itnow, and seine of ns in this country have read the letteie 
that were written upon those base transactions. But I will put a few 
questions that can easily be answered by masons in the State of New- 
York.— .What treasurer of T. Chapter in Albany, squandered ^'1460 
l^^y in a manner too injurious to himself to m described by me ^ 
How many hundreds did the same individual receive from country 
brethren, for charters, which he did not return, nor refund their 
monev ? Wliat treasurer of the Grand Chapter put all his property 
of his hands, and kept back ^5000, which he had received while 
™ office? Wtio were the representatives of about thirty lodges in 
and about the city of New-York, who tried all pr issil le arts of decep- 
tion upon the representatives from the cnnntiy in Tammany Hall, till 
nudnight, and then seized all the funds, clothing, papers and imple- 
ments, and retired to St. John*8 Hall, and there elected officers, conura- 
ly t« the laws of the Gland Lodi^ and sU usages among masons, or any 
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class of manldnd under the ittfliwiice of reason > About $ 20,000 wera 
helft by them, and about three hiniflrrd country lodges treated con- 
temptuously. Who received from June, 1S24, to Juo«, 1823, more 
than $900 for charters, and kept the whole from the treasurer ? These 
fraudulcDt traiMHieiiom were practised upon the fraternity from 1818 
to 1825, and none of the violators of their solemn obligations could 
we get expelled : And as to inflicting any other penalty upon them, 
never entered my mind, or was ever hiiifffi by any one with whom I 
associated ; neither do 1 believe that any good man could be so 
biioded as to consider the fraternity possessing power to destroy a 
member who had violated their laws. When a certain master mason 
ft few yetirs since, published all t!ie lectiiios in a very singular way, 
that was suppose*! by bim and some others impossible to be read 
without his key ; but tinaliy the whole was found out by .^oine who 
were not masons; what was the penalty inflicted upon bim in 1826 f 
Nothing but expulsion from the Grand Cha])(cr of New-York. 

I cannot admit that WLisbiii^rfon, Franklin, De Witt Clinton, 
and many other virtuous antl discfriiinEr statesmen in America, and 
more than two hundred learned and piou^ ministers of the gospel, 
ever believed that the obligations imposed on them at their initiatioa 
and advancementin the order, eitbei made them guilty of blasphemy 
or laid them under any neccsxiiy of removing; any violater from his 
family, country, or intlicling any corporerd punishment upon him. 
Therefore, I have nut received my conviction froui the expositions 
that antl«masons have given upon the oaths or obligations talcen by 
masons. My conviction commenced from my preparations to answer 
some recent ;tnf '-rTiasonic writers. Ever •^inre the excitement be- 
gan, I fell a strong uiclination to defend the system. 

The indescribable wickedness of some masons in the Morgan 
iflbir, had waked up a host of new, learned and scrutinizing enemies, 
who were penetrating every region around them, and seizing every 
weapon to destroy the whole fabric. In '•nrveying th<^ vast field of 
their occupancy, I found only two positions of strength and im- 
portance, viz. 1st, that secret societies ought not to exist ; 2d, that 
obligations talien by tbeir members are not bindtog. Could these 
two be fairly removed, every other might, and masonry again rise 
and gain a triumph. In 1827 I was solicited to deliver an tiddressin 
6t. Louis on the 24(h June; i accepted, and then briefly exhibited 
my sentiments on masonry, to a large congregation, in which were a 
number of the order from diflfbrent parts of the Union, of respectable 
standing and holding oflBces of great responsibility in our national 
governiriont. lln-^ (H^com^f^ was approved and pnhli<?hed. Some of 
my remarks against anti-n)asonic performances and exertions, ptit 
forth against this mystic society, 1 now detest. For some months I 
itood prepared to meet their advance upon the ft«temity, spreading 
over the vast valley of the Mississippi. I almost came to a detcrmi* 
n?\ti(>n (o send some of my views to be published in your region ; hnt 
my distance from the seat of opposition, and my knowledge of men 
in the order of greater ability and erudition than myself, who resided 
.in the midst of the contest, prevented me. I fondly hoped that 
some would enter the field and come oflf triumphant. None have 
yet appeared sufficiently clothed in truth, to overthrow the two potl- 
tilMts above meotiooed, and 1 am now fuUy persuaded that they m 
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irandcd in lUtoousnem iiid caiiootbe demolished. That lively 

confidence, which once appeared to glow unong jn«80De« now with* 

era and must finally vanish away. 

The commotions in the east have awakened me to consider anx- 
iously what I must do ts so individual. I have tried to persuade 

myself to hold a neutral position for some montfis past, on account 

of the afilictino; hand of Providence upon my wife, that must soon 
lodge her in tlie grave, if not removed, and my present rpcif!,>nr(> in 
a city where masonry is respected and moves onward wiihout an/ 
annoyance. Neutraflty, in this day of prevalent divisions, is nn- 
jpleaMnt and unreasonable, in my estimation. Therefore, I am 
willing it should be known willi whom I can ns'jofi i(( , for (he 
happiness of manlund, and the glory ol Uod — Magna est Veritas, 
€t prevakbit.^' 

Should my friends in your vicinity deem thi^ communication of any 

importance to the public, for the promotion of anti-masonry, it is at 

4heir service. My next will be nn address to professors of religion 
who are still in the fraternity, ami others whom 1 may have p;ricved 
v^iiii my former pubiicutions on ma:$oury, and my zeal and labors 
among them. 

JOSHUA BRADLEY. 

May 9, 1829. 



RenuKciaiimi of Rev, Mr, Mann, dfSuffidd^ Cm. 

Thk fol!o',v5ng renunciation will be read with interest and pleasure 
throuf^lioul i\i<& country. The author of it is extensively known ia 
Connecticut, Rhode Island, Massachusetts, and New Hampshire, 
^o man^s character stands fairer than hie does, as a man, a gende^ 
nan, a Chrisikiit end a Chri;>tian minister^— ^. M. Intelligencer, 

Mr. Editor,— The subject of Frcemasor^ry, aHecting as it does 
the reputation of individuals, the welfare of the churches, and the 
peace of the community, is a subject of great importance. Every 
movement 4n regard to it, whether on the part of Itis friends or of it» 
enemies, should be made with due consideration, in deciding on 
the ineriN of an itistitution which has a mixt»ire of e^ood and evil in 
its compo:;UioD, and against which popular opinion has arrayed itself, 
. and that too, with uncommon energy, we are liable to misjudge. 
Realizing the truth of this, 1 have endeavored for some time past to 
examine seriously and candidly the nature and tendency of Freema- 
sonry. The result of this examination, I now commnnlcafe under % 
sense of the duty 1 owe to my friends, to my couutryi and to the / 
church of the Redeemer. 

I became a member of this institution in my native town, and wat 
raised to the degree of Master mason within a year after completing 
nay course of education at Collej^e ; and some time previous to my 
settlement in the minisiry 1 was advanced to the degree of Mark 
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llMter imaoo. SdbseqtieRlly to Ait, in eomplUoee willi tfie wUhM 
of ptriiealtr fitesds, I proceeded to the Royal Arch degree. My 

attendance on the meetings of the Fraternity have been di-ronflnued 
far the few last yenr'?. and always hive bren limited principally to 
public or special occasions. The rea:iuu of this has been that I hav« 
not been fully ittbfied with the instittition, t&d htye feared (hat id 
Wis not rijgjht cODcerning it. 

It i<? not my design in thi^ communication to rail igainst an in«'t!- 
tution with which 1 have long been connected, nor to divulgre its 
secrets, nor to criminate any of its members. Many of them I es- 
iBem end love as good citizens, and good Cbrlstlens. Nor am I sea* 
eiblo diat by doing this, I am actuated by any selfish motlv^es. Ian 
aware thnt hy triking this step, I shall wound the feelings of some, 
and, perhaps, cxritp the i!! will and severe reproaches of others. 
The latter I shall eudcuvor to forgive, and by the former I shall hope 
to be forgiven* 

Having examined with aome degree of attention the native ef 

Freemasonry, and having considered the extraordinary occuirmeei 
which have recently marked its history and furnished to the world a 
fearful comment on its principles; I can no longer, with a clear coo- 
•dence, retain any eonnexion with' the institution, and do heielf 
declare my secemon from it. The reasons which influence me t» 
this f>iep, are the same which have been announced by others wbo 
have taken the same course. I have long feared that Freemasonry 
had a strong tendency to Deism. Even in the prescribed forms of 
prayer, we rarely find any recognition of the Saviour. It is not an 
answer to this objection to say, that this institution existed before 
the roanifestatton of Christ in human nature. I( is as vain to ehal* 
lenge for masonry a great antiquity, it is impious to claim for it an 
equality in point of excellence, with Christianity itself. It does not 
edmit of a doubt that its origin Is to be placed In modem times. Al* 
though portions of the gospel are Interwoven with its forms, I c<»-^ 
ceive that masonry presents false jrrounds of hope; leads men to de- 
pend on their own defective righteousness ; — to expect the favor of 
God without the interposition of a Redeemer, and even without repent* 
once; and thus has a most injurious iDfloence on their eternal mieiw 
ests. Under the most favorable circnmstances, which, in any phee, 
have attended masonry, it hr^s occasioned a great waste of time and 
money, which might and ought to have been employed for better , 
purposes. And furthermore, It interferes materially with domestie 
teligious duties. 

Without declaring the institution a downright imposition In all its 
parti5, 1 confc*'?, that T was greatly dfsappointed at every step of ad- 
vancement through its degrees, as to the benefit to be derived fron i 
it I donbt not, 'that many a man has felt ashamed and consdenM* I 
smitten when he has appeared to be satisfied with a thing of such I 
inanity. The moral precepts which are to be found among its hi- ' 
struciions, may b(^ much better learned from the f::o«5pel ItselfT As to 
the union which it is said to form among men, it may be observed, 1 
that the religion of Jesus effects the most important and lesttagmlift J 
am one; good men which can be formed on earth; and, as to badmeo, ] 
to bind them together by solemn oaths in secret tociedee to iM 
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and defend, and promote each«olber, must be regarded as a dai»> 

geroiis procedure, both in relation to clmrch and slate. 

The recent disclosure of facta made (o the legislature of New 
York, and iu numerous other ways, ha^ shown clearly that, ia re- 
gard to our political ioterests, the institutioe of masonry is to be 
greatly dreaded. It is a powerful engine, which may be wielded 
with trenicndr^us and destructive force against the liberties of our 
beloved country. 

But, Sir, permit me to add an objection, which, a little while ago, 
I could not have supposed would ever exist against an institution 
which professes to be founded in pure morality and benevolence. It 
is stained wiih llic blood of tlie innocent. It has perpetrated mur- 
der in the most outrageous and horrid manner. It has trampled thus 
on the laws of God and man. It has set at defiance ail authority, 
and even every principle of humanity. The evidence is overwhelm- 
ing, that these shocking barbarities, at which the inquisition itself 
might blush, have been committed by masons ; and they have been 
justified by masons, as being in accordance with the obligations of 
the institution ; and the wretched perpetrators have been screened 
from justice and protected by niasons! Sir, I can no longer regard 
such an institution as a moral one, much less as a religious one. If 
this is a practical exposition of its laws, it ought pot to be tolerated 
by any friend of our .specie?. 

1 feel, that 1 cannot free my garments from the blood of the niur- 
dered« If I countenance or uphold an institution which has commit- 
ted such deeds. Does not toe blood of the martyr of Ratavia cry 
to heaven for the vengeance of Him who liath said, Vengeance 
is mine, I will repay ? Do not the cries of the widow and llie or- 
piian ascend to the ear of Him who styles himscil, ihe Judge of the 
ntherless and the widow ? Against whom is this cry uttered ? Not 
merely against those whose hands have bid hold on violence ; but, 
against those, also, who continue to sustain a society which is guilty ' 
of stich atrocities. 

it doe:i not satisfy my con$(cience to say as many of mv brethren 
do, that we disapproved of the violent measures which have beea 
pursued. The question 1 have to ask is this ;—• were the proceed- 
ings against Morgan in accordance with masonry or not.' If they 
were, how can any of the fraternity be free from the implication of 
murder, ai a mural sense, who continue to uphold and iuvor such an 
institution ? Under such circumstances, is not the maintenance of 
masonry a virtual justification of the whole procedure ? 

If tlie members of Congress were to make laws, encourao;ing pira- 
cy and murder, would not theV, and all who .should approve of such 
enactments, and maiataut them, be implicated iu ail tiiu cnme:» vvliich 
ahould be committed In consequence of them ? 

Will it be said at this late day, that perhaps Morgan is not dead? 
Then let him be produced. Let us see him ;— let us embrace him ; 
let us give him back to the bosom of bin broken-hearted wife and 
his mouinuig children. Let us restore him to oui country, and thus 
wipe away the foul stigma which has been brought upon it by tlia 
outrage committed agauist its laws, and the setting at defiance of ita 
justice. 

Does it not become professing Chrbtians and ministecs of the 

^2 
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Bieek and benevolent Redeemer to condder whether tliey cen cott* 

sistcDtly retain their eonnexion with the institution ? With all the 
liijht u hich is now poured upon this subject, does it not admit of the 
clearest proof, that Its obligations and praclicesi are irrceoncilaWe 
with liiu gospel! Are we not taught such precepts as tiiese;— > 
Avoid the very appearance of evil. Thoa shaft do no murder. Be 
ye not called Master, for one is yonr master in heaven. Thou shalt 
not take the name of the Lord ihy God in vain. The wisdom which 
is from above is first j>urc, then peaceable, gentle and easy to be en- 
treated, full of mercy and good fruits, without partiality and without 
hypoerity. By the deeds of the law shall no flesh be justified. Bf 
grace are ye saved, thfov^hfaith^md that not of yourselves, it if 
the gift of God. No man can romc unto the Father but by Jesns 
Christ. — T.ct ina«:onry be thm ^iug^hly tried by the word of God, and 
by ite> actual etlects on morai:^ and religion; and, then, let the decis- 
i<»n on its merits be given in view of the ImosactioDS of tiiat day, 
when God shall bring every 9ttrti ihmg into judgment wbetliet it 
be good or whether it be evil. 

JOEL MANN. 

Sugidd, Oct, 9, 1829. 



RtnuneiaUan of John R, MviforA, 

In making the following gtatemcnt of my views and disclosures on 
the 8ul)ject of Specnlative Freema.soiiry, I am not conscious of hcing 
governed by any motives except a desire to discharge my duty a 
member of dvil society, and of the church of Jestt* Christ, and also 
to promote the cause of truth and justice in our social relations ; bat 
above all, the cause of a pure and iindefiled religion, as it U taught in 
the living oracles of God, without the corrupt mixtures of human 
invention. 

I joined Whippany lodge, in this county, about tbllteen years ap> 
and took the first three degrees of masonry, and continued to vtstl 
the lodge about ^ve years^tlicn I silently withdrew* and have shiee 
had no fellowship with ma-^onry. ' 

My reasons for thus forsaking the lodge, and why I feel it my duty 

imblicly, and forever to renounce the order of Freemasonry, are as 
bllows, viz : 

Tliat the principles of masonry inctilcate neither rrli^rinn, morality, 
truth, nor justice, but the confr;ny of all these, which I have both 
experienced and witnessed. W hile I continued a lodge-going mem- 
ber, a mason told me be did not believe there was any better religloft 
than mtisonry. This alarmed me ; and I began to took at the insotn* 
tion with a more jealou'? eye. Since that time, I have scm nud felt 
i(s pernicious influence in many way^, some of Which I will mention. 

/ have seen a grajid jury selected by a masonic shenff, wUh an 
express friew to prevent an indietment again$i a brother tuason, 
end was told by the foreman of that jury, that had it not been the 
case of* brother that was coming before them* he alioiild not have 
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Iwen there. I have alio seen a mason brought up to be tried on an 
frntictment, and observed him make the masonic of distress, 

and another sign to the jury, which latter sign of the hand drawn 
across the throat, two of the jurors answered ; and these same jurort 
whea out, refiiaed to convict oa a dear case of gnilt. I have .ilso 
iMQ maponic signa exchanged between the bar and bench. I have 
i]80 seen its influence in the choice of public otHcers, having he<lrd 
it mentioned in the lodge that such a brother was to be run for 
assembly man, by which 1 understood that we (the brethren) wero 
to support him, and he wtM run and elected. I have seen three 
editions of Morgan'^ Illustrations of Masonry ; and to guard the public 
against deception in no important a matter, I Hm-I it my duty to .«tate 
that the i]i>t one is a true and genume expo^iliuii of masonry as I 
WdLS taught It in the lodge ; whereas, the two last have been altered ; 
the one in many particulars, and the other in pass words and in 
chann^Dg the signs, no doubt to deceive the people. For these 
reasons, and many more that I could name, I consider masonry as a 
corrupt and awfully wicked system, and uufit fur the society of 
Christians or honest men ; and considering the pretensions it makes 
of republicanism, charity, the handmaid of religion, &c. I view it 
as one of the greatest impositions ever practised upon mankind, that 
of Mahomet not excepted. I am perfectly sntistied from what i 
have seen, that had the masons the reins of power in their hands, or 
in the hands of men whom they could, as they say, " manage," wo 
should soon be reduced to a state of ** hewers of wood and drawers 
of water," they our ** Gi-and Masters, Most Worshipful's," &c. and 
we the people their SLAVES. I would here forewarn all persons, 
especially the youth, from entering the lodge to find the secrets of 
masonry, or any thing good ; they will only find a scene of folly aud 
wickedness, and purchase this at the expense of both money and 
credit. 

Of this latter chi«f, I have known individunfs to enter the fodjje 
with correct morals and steady habits; and in a few years become 
dissipated and worthless memliers of society. Such is its corrupt 
and corrupting influence. 

If such person'* wish to know the true secrets of ma^'onry, and will 
take the trouble to call on me, I wi!l communicate to them as far as I 
have goue in this mystery of iniquity,'* without money and with- 
out price.** ^ 

As a nnember, therefore, of the church of Christ, and of civil sod* 
ety, 1 do hereby pul)licly, *' selemrilv, and sincerely," renounce Fre'e- 
masonry forever, and can, and will hold myself no longer bound i>y 
its horrible and bloody oatlis. 

JOHN R. MULFORD. 

Cenungtowrit Chatham Township, > 
MorriB Co, JV*. /* My 31> 1928. ) 
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Rimmdaium of Benfamn W, Weeden, 

From the Vermont Lumlaary. 

Mr. Editor, — Permit me, through the medhiRi of jrewr wM 

pnppr, to stato to the world, (hat I hereby renounce all connexion 
wtlh the itt.sutution oS Speculalive Freemasonry. Believin<^ rt to be 
* in ioBtitiiUon fraught with wickedness, and dangerous to Uie liberty 
of our country. 

I would further state, that the book called Morgan's IIIustratioM 
of Masonry, and the disclosnrpH of the Le Hoy Convention, a? far as 
the seventh degree of masoary, are as near correct as anv iiiasoa 
could write them. BENJAMIN W. WEEUEN, 

Once • Mayal Jtnh Muon. 

BarUand, Vi. March 18^ m». 



Menundaiiou of Rev* Levi Ckaee, of Fail River, Mass, 

I have belonged to the itittitntion of Freemasonry since the year 
1815. Htving boen at firat infatuated with ita rormal parade Of 
sanctity at>d iilluring show, I proceeded from step to step until IM 
taken the three first de^reci^, under the (ahc impression that \U pre- 
posterous claim to <iivine origin was wcl! foiindpt!. But the oonrfuct 
in the lodge to which i beloogad, convmccd ine that Us ceremonies 
were but solemn mockery ano eontemptible trifling — which induced 
me to deaert the cauae, and for seven years I did not attend a lodge* 
I was then informed by members of the fraternity, that there was not 
that h'ghl in the lower dejirees which was naturally expected ; but in 
the hit;lier degrees my expeclaiioiis would be fully realized. Placing 
entire contidence in their persuasive words, I then united with Free- 
maaona in Warrant R. I. where 1 took the degree of Mark Matier^ 
together with the honorary degrees of Paf,t Master and Most Exed- 
lent Afaster, — and I do now say and r?ffirm, that the secrets azkd 
oaths of the first three degrees, as published by Capt. Witliann Mor- 
gan, in his " Illustrations of Masonry," are true, — and I believe that 
Ela life has been taken by masons for thus developing their secrets ; 
and as this outrage upon humanity as well as law, flowed necessarily 
from the oblifijations and principles of the institution, every genuine 
mason must approve of it and use his influence to screen ttie perpe- 
trators from offended justice. I have likewise examined the degrees 
of Mark Master, Past Master, and Most Excellent Master, as pub* 
lished to the world by a Convention of seceding masons held atXc 
Roy, Genesee county, N. Y. and find them to be correct — the same 
as were conferred on me. i now offer the following reasons for 
seceding from masons : 

1st. 1 consider the institution of Freemasonry, hy claiming to ba 
divinely instituted, places itself in direct hostility to the Church of 
Christ, inasmuch as the name of the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ 
U not named in the first six degrees j — and the apostle PavU says, 
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"that at the name of Jeans every knee should bow, of things in 

heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth ; and that 
every ton^tie sliould confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the 
glory of God the Father/' 

2d. That the faistfltttion of Freemasoniy, in requiring members at 
Iheir adoyssion to the several degrees to take an oath, requires them 
to swear profanely ; and all who take these oaths arc j^uiity of pro- 
fane swearing, inasmuch as the masonic fraternity have no right 
whatever to adoiinister an oath, according to the laws of God or 
man, to a candidate at hb admission to die different degrees of ma- 
sonry. 

The qTipfition hn=; l een asked by mason?, who wish to asperpe the 
characters of tliosc who have renounced masonry, " Why did not 
they renounce it before For one, I will give them the reason 
why I did not The masonic oaths locked nty tongue in silence — 
death, in all its horrid shapes and frightful forms* stared me in the 
face — I considered the oaths bindino;. But the scene has changed — 
a new era has comrnerjced— tlie masonic speli is broken — the mystic 
tie is dissolved, and many who have long groaned under the pressure 
of masonic oaths and anathemas, have emerged from thehr prison. 
Ves, dear Christian brethren, the fatal blow that took the life ^ 
Capt. William Morgan, has rent the masonic veil from top to bottom, 
and now, I believe that God, in His providence, is opening the way 
ior an enure separation between His church and the masonic insti* 
aution. 

I have not written the above on aeeount of any ill will against the 
masonic fraternity, bnt from pure motives, with a desire it might be 
to the declarative glory of God and the good of mankind. 

LEVI CHASE, 

MlJlmr,^ 28, 1829. 



JLetter addressed to the Editor of the Free Prcss^ Bas* 
tan, by John Whittlesey, of New^Salem, Cann* 

Mr. EnrroR, — Sir, The philanthropic spirit which impr^ls you for- 
ward, in the sacred cause in which you are engaged, carries its own 
reward with it, viz. that of an approving conscience. The astonish- 
ing spread of light, (emanating from God, through the medium of tha 
free prtMtes of our country,) among the inhabitants of Massachusetts 
and the adjoining States, and the effect produced thereby, sounds an 
alarm among the brothers of the craft not to be misunderstood; and 
although they, in their agitation, may cry out with as much vehe> 
mence as the men of Ephesus did at the preaching of Paul, when 
they thotight their craft in danger, and raise as great an outcry agaiost 
every editor of a free press, and honest seceding ma'ons, as was done 
a|;ainstthe good apostle, be assured that the same power that rescued 
him Is now exerted for their deliverance, and the downfall of this 
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nodern goddess Diana, whom all the craft worship. Yes, Mr. EA« 

tor, the hand of God is visible in all this, and ere long the mighty 
«dilif'p, proffs-^edf}/ ererted by GOD hirnself, and patronized by the 
holy 2>t. John, will crunible to the dust, and in the language of the 
Reveiator, ** The twice ifharpersy and ffiiiifeiafi«» ami of pipes, 
and trumpetf, MU (c heard no more at all m lh«e, and no craJU' 
mrrn of whatsoever craft he bCy shall be found any niore in thee, 
and the li^ht of a candle shall shiru no more at all in thee^for by 
thy SORCERIES were all nations deceived,'' — for in thee is Sound 
the BLOOD of MORGAN^aod altbough its TOtarlM imiy CMt dust! 
on their heads in their phrenzy, and weep and wail, md cry, alas ! 
alas ! at the downfall of their pretended ancient and honorable institu- 
tion, it n il! appear in all its naked deformity ; diiiinantled of its tin- 
telled trappings; and instead of *^ Holiness to the Lord** beii^ 
Written on the breast plate, MYSTERY, BABYLON, fHH b« «»£ 
ble; and I would, in the language of ianpiration, eall upon all gMd 
men, t>nd especially all ministers of the gospel, and say, ** come oat 
of her my peopin that ye be not partakers of her plagues." Such men 
can have no excuse for adhering to the "order" at the present 
Hme ; it f s too late to pretend that all the aemli and cerenonioa «f 
Kiasonry are not before the world, as dioelosed by Wiiliiai Morgan, 
and the Le Roy Convention. No good man can consistently deny, 
but that they are essentially correct, and it so, the oath makes life the 
forfeit for the lea^t transgression, when nothing is more ci^r than 
that DO man has a right thus to barter away the life given to him ef 
€K>D; we are to preserve our own lives, and Ihose of others. The 
candidate bef ic receiving his oath is assured, that it shall not in- 
fringe on his civil or religiou?? liberty: but how manifest it is that ?uch 
an oath does infringe on both ; hence it is not binding, nor will it 
answer for Christians, and especially for Chrislian Bidsters, bsraly 
to omit attending the lodges, while they remain silent on this Inter* 
estfng subject, and lend their names to the fraternity as members in 
regular standing, without a reniinciation ; this is the very srround 
which masons and Satan would iiuvu tiiem talce, and wliile tiiey pre- 
tend to be neutral, they secretly support the masonic cause. But, if 
the institution be good, why refuse to talk about it, or to attend the 
lodges? If wicked, why not renounce it? Are they afraid of suffer- 
ing and of having the displeasure of the fraternity let loose upon 
them? — of having their character traduced, U)eir business de- 
ranged, fiitc. Well, he that will seek to save his life, may be sore 
to lose it, agreeable to scripture— all who will live godly in Christ 
Jesus may expect to suffer persecution — and, I think, Air. Editor, 
the time is not far distant, when this mighty evil, this foe to God and 
man, will be removed from the church, and she will come up from 
the wilderness leaning on her beloved; and a virtuous people will 
drive this would-be tyrant from this soil of liberty. May your efforts, 
my dear sir, for the good of nmnkind, be blest; and your truly 
valuable paper long continue with an extensive patrooa^, when 
those opposed to liberty shall be lost in forgetfuUiet»s. 
1 remain, dear sir. 

Yours very respectfully, 

JOHN WH1TTL£S£Y. 



Digitized by Google 



APPENDIX* 



250 



Renunciation of Gen. ITennf Sewall* communicated in a 
letter to a Ckrgymcut of his acquaintance in Neuh 
Hampshire, 



Ret. anxi dxar Snt*— In compliance with your reasonable re- 
quest, by letter of the 11th ult. I transmit you a sketch of my former 

career in masonry, with my ** present views of it'^ moral and religious 
character, and legitimate bearino^ on civil and rcliiriuus institutions," 
together with my abdication of the order, in disposal la contided tO 
the exercise of your discretion. 

Yours in the bonds of Christian afliectfoo, H. S, 

I wM ieitiated an entered mjppremiiiu lo Ae naaoBle ritet in Oc^ 
tbber, 1777, at Albany, soon after the capture of Burgoyne, ImId^ 

then an ofticer in the American army. I was induced to this measure 
by tiie belief that I should fare better in ca--c \ should be made a 
prisoner, and the advice and recommendation ot a number ol ma- 
iODlc comrades in arsM, who assured ne that it was a valuable and 
■ctontific iostitution. That part of the army to which I belonged* 
being speedily ordered to join Gen. Washin^jfon in the neighborhood 
of Plaiiadelphia, 1 of coui-sc passed the winter at Valley Forge, and 
the following summer with the main army then concentrated in tJie 
fitite of New Yorlc, and which in the sueeeeding antnran hoveled 
ronnd West Point for winter quarters in the Ttii^ldandSt awaiting the 
iriovemcnts of the enemy tintil the opening; of tbe campaign in 1779. 
During all this period tbe lluctuatinfi; state of the army afforded me no 
leisure or facilities tbr making any advances in masonry. In Augiust, 
1179, after carrying the had nearly two years, I was passed to the 
ilegree of fellow craft at West Point in a lodge which I understood 
thon existed in the Connecticut lino of the army. In September fol- 
lowing I was rais^ed in tbe same lodge to the sublime de^ee, as it is 
pompously called, ul luahLer mason. None of the mystic ceremonies 
miTelied in the previous degrees afibrded me much satisfaction,! but 

* The geuUeiuau to wlioia be communicated his reoanciation writes ee 
foDowg :--><^ Geo. H. Sewall wasan early companion of Washingtou, and con- 
tinued with the army until the war was closed. He has been much id public 
life, and is known ^extensively. He is a man of superior nlcnts, a consistent 
Christian and deacon in the church. And he is now ready to leave the be- 
k,vci\ (oiiturv t'ur which he fqught, and as we trust, to enler into the joy of 



tiie excitement of the momeiu ; but appear to have been produced by the 
Spirit of God, when operatiog poweifully upon bis mind, to have l>eea 

streogtheued by long observation, and confirmed by recent diadosores. 
Such a mnti's views oufjhl to have weight j and tlu-y will have weight, 
wliere prejudice does not uiumph over reason. The lesliiuony of such n 
roan mosi bo conclusive; and tnose, that wiU not believe it, would not be 
persuaded though one rose from the dead. 

t Tt is worth notice, that altlinu;;li the frst degree is professedly founded 
on facts gleaned from the building of Solomon's temple} the secotid decree 
derivps its jxtss-tDord from a fact which ocrurred in the days of the Judges 
[ch, \ ] more t!i an 100 ypars before. Perhaps l he Craft may allompi 
to recouciie this auachrouisia by teMiag ut that Jepbtliah wag a masom. 



Augusta, Me. Jan. 7, 1830. 




masonry have not been formed under 
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those pertaining to this sublime degree, and partinil.ir]y the stale, In- 
consistent tradition of (he murder of master iiiram Abifif and its 
attendant peculiarities, were too fabulous to obtain my credence. In- 
<leed the persoDitioo of HirftA in the cire«iii8ttiice« of hi* biiriat»Mid 
Ao fictitious fotrch for his gravo and for the murderers, aetualiy faad 
the appearance of solemn farce. And on the next day after my 
sublime ekvatinn, 1 told my brethren Uiat I had been disappointed. 
1 did not find that scientific intelligence which they had encouraged 
me to anticipate. They were somewhat alarmed at my remarks, and 
endeavored to quiet me by assurances that I should be more recon- 
ciled by attending the meetings and lectures of the lodge. By tlitir 
persuasion'*, rtdinonilions and promises, they quieted mc so far thai I 
accepted an appoiatment of Secretary in the VVashingtoo Traveiiing 
Lodge, which was constituted in the army about this time, and eon- 
tfaiued my connexion with it until the peace took place in 1783. The 
frequent meeting** of the lodge which I attended during this period, 
were merely convivial, '^rrving no other purpose than to mitigate in 
some degree the privations, and be^^uiic the cares and fatij<ues of the 
eoidier's life. I had seen among the hieroglyphics of the lodge, the 
figmne of the 47th problem in Euclid, but I never heard It referred 
tn ; nor did I hear it taught in any lesson or lecture, thnt " the flMII 
of the squares of the legs of this trianfrle was equal to the square of 
&e hypotenuse /" or indeed the solution of any other problem 
whatever. The third degree of masonty was at that time considered 
its ne plus ultra. Of the higher d^^es I have no knowledge ex- 
cept from the late printed disclosures, the authenticity of which I 
have no reason to doubt. Among them every degree, like the dark 

chambers oj'imageru^^ revealed to £zekiel, contains greater and 
greater obommaHane ^' / - 

On retirjoK from the army I settled on the Kennebec, which was 
then a new corntry, nnd of roiirse I was OUt of the sphere of mn«5on- 
ry, and lor a time liiouirlit litUe more of the fiiihject. It was not long 
however, before niy nand was powerfully drawn to the subject of 
Miigion ; and by a studious and prayerfiil ezamfoation ol the " more 
sure word of prophecy," that true ** light which shines in a dark 
place," 1 trust I was led by the influence of this perfect rule of faith 
and practice, during the year 1784, to view speculative masonrv in a 
shape still more deformed. I now considered it widely vunant Irom 
the principles and radically hostile to the nature of the gospel. Ite 
charity appeared to be telfishneae^ because restricted to its own 
members. Its religion /)eism, becntjse entirely devoid of the gospel. 
Its bold assumption of the holy Bible, unnatural and preposteroas. 
Its application of selected texts, irreverent and profane, it^ terms of 
ncccptance with God, a due performance of masonic duties. Its 
heaven, a celestial grand lodge of worthy masons ! Its history ap- 
pei^red fabulous — its claims to antiquity unsustainable — its titles ful- 
some — its rites barbarous and absurd — its oaths extra-judicia!» 
unlawfully imposed and blindly taken — repugnant to the prior and 
paramount obligations resting on all members of the civil compactt 
but especially as subjects or the divine government ; and the penal 
sanctions annexed, horrid andimpiou'^! The^e my sober views of 
masonry have been strengthened by an extended course of observa- 
tion, matured by hoary agCi and salisfaclorily iUuAtrated by the re* 
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liittteble derelopemeiits of (he dkv. From tho time last mentioned, 

e period of nearly half a century, 1 bare scrupulously avoided all con- 
nexion and withheld all fellowship with that institution, aru) have 
actually withdrawn from all lodj^e meetings, though frequently and 
pressingly invited to attend. And in accordance y/ith uiy avowed 
belief, as above expressed, I now publicly and deliberately dedave \ 
myself free from all nutsanic oblif^ations, which I verily bcUeve 
nerrr had or cnuhl have any binding force. I consider all secret 
societies in a free govenunont, of dangerous tendency, their very 
structure endowing them vviili a capacity for doing more evil than 
eood. But the vail which covered the mystic rites of masonry is 
nfted. The grand secrets are out ; and all the brotherhood, if united, 
would find it a difficult task to put them in Q^^m. Speculative ma- 
sonry mnst become extinct; and i care not how »oon. It has never 
been of any real benefit to civil society. It secures nothing to be- 
nevolent objects, or any other good purpose, which Christian obli- 
gations do not secure from higher motives. Religion needs not for 
it- s'lnport, ^*thesicffofthM bruised reed," which will only pierce 
its hand. 

HENRY SEWALL. 



Renunciation of CoL John Boar. 

CoLowvi. Hoar, author of the following renandation, is well 
known to be a gentleman of good report, and he stands fair before 
the public. He long ago expressed to some of hi*? friends the trouble 
and trials Freemasonry had brought upon his mind. Uniting with 
Freemasons he considers one of the greatest errors of his life. The 
Institution he considers a high-handed piece of wickedness and 
abomination before Heaven, affording no peace, safety or security to 
those who labor to support it. He h'\< no desire to hurt the feelings 
of any of his masonic brethren ; lie would rather honor and respect 
theni, but tlie institution wliich they labor lu support he believes to 
be a useless, worthless, wicked thing, (it is so to Ihem,) a device of 
wicked men, inconsistent with the Christian religion, and of Immoral 
and irreligious tendency. — F^ee Frees, 

TO THE PUBUC. 

The time is come when a strict inquiry into the principles and 

practices of Freemasonry is instituted, and many of the brotherhood 
who heretofore thought but little of either, are beginning to examine 
the suhjpct in the lij^ht of Divine Truth, and the more they examine 
the more are they dissatisfied with the institution* 

This In a good measure is tfie ease with myself \ and I feel a sa* 
cred obligation resting upon me as accountable to that Being, who 
sway the jTcptre of Univer«al Dominion, and whose omniscient eye 
penetrates the abodes of darkness, and takes cognizance of tlie most 
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bidden iraiiMCtioDs, to ranoiiaee my steadioff; in the masonif frater- 

nity. My eyes have been opened to see the labyrinth of folly and 
guilt info which the m?tift!fion is decoying men. My bet lor judg- 
ment has been shocked, and niy feeliogs greatly excited wliile tiear- 
Im: men of tbOitiaii, men m whom fHttm M lavished her licheat 
gilts, expresf a beli^ that masonry would carry them to Heaven. 

To assist in rivetin«; still closer the chains of a most awful delusion, 
by encouiaginpj and supporting the in>?titution, or to remain silent as 
the grave on the subject, will, I am persuaded, call down the displeas- 
ure of Heaven upon me ; the blood of souls will be rei^iiired st mf 
hand. Therefore I consider it an imperious duty to withdraw im- 
mediately and entirely from the institutioD, and to exhort all my 
Christian brethren who belong to the fraternity, to examine the sub- 
ject candidly and prayerfully, and if they find they are wroogiog 
their fellow men by encouraging them fn delusion, end their own 
eouls by feeding on husks ; if they find they are wounding the fed- 
in^n^s of their Christian I rethrcn by their walk and conversation, fo 
come out from masonry, without delay, and he separate. What con- 
cord hath Christ with Belial? What communion bath light with 
daitmess* md what part htth he thtt beHeveth, with an tnfldel } 

To masons at targe 1 would say, if you draw from the fountain of 
masonry your greatest hope and consolation, it will certainly fall 
you at the giving^ up of the ghost. Therefore flee to tlie ark of 
salety and take refuge in the blood of the everlasting covenant. 

JOHN HOAR, 
Mmker tf the Church m Momon. 



Exiraei from the Renundaium of Col H, C. WilhtriU^ 

, of Hartford. ' 

Masons say in defence of their institution, tbnt it is r ^oo^ one, 
but like all other?, it has been difgraced by bad members, and that 
if all would live up to their obligations it would be an honorable 
and useful institution. MtU noiking eon be more erroneout them 
thU a»9trtion» Commm^ has been saved from the worst of 
eviht FROM THB VERY" FACT, that tuasons do not at all times Jive 
vp to their obligations ; if they should, the institution would be 
STILL MORE DAivuEHouii than it actually is — a volume could not 
contain ell the evils which it would produce ;--H»ur prisons would 
be liable at all times to be beset by mobs, and the guilty felon would 
be set at liberty — prisoners at the bar would have a v'l^^ht to look to 
Jurors for relief — pirates on the high seas would claim [\ieir life and 
liberty j and the midnight robber and murderer would liy to ma- 
sonry as to to the horns of an altar for protection. 
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Renunciation of Lieutenant Governor Leland. 

Firam tkt Anlhlf tMiiio Obrtatin Iforald. 

The Rev. Aaron Iceland, late Lt. Governor of Vermont, and for- 
merly Deputy Grand xMaster of the Grand Lodge of that State, 
feceotly renouDced masonfy before the Baptist HoHand Puretow 
iutfoeiadon. New York. 

Id a report of the committee on the tubject, of which he wrm a 
member, he remarked, that he had been led by a vain curioHty to 
unite with the lodge, aud had beeu led on from step to step to the 
Royel Arch degree^ad beeo ma«Cer of a lodge for five yeara— had 
been Deputy Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of tM Slate of 
Vermont, and had left the institution about nine or fen years ago. 
He stated that the first objection which presented itself to his mind, 
was ilie practice of prayine for the soul of a brother ma»o» afier 
he had hetn dead two, &ee, and eametimes four ^aye— that be 
persisted in the practice for a short season to the injury of his con* 
ipience — that it was a Romish custom, and he never woultf preach 
at the burial of a mason when masonic forms and custoins were at- 
tended lo — that be never would preach lu a lodge of masons as ^uch, 
end that be was ashamed tliat be bad ever participated ia the piiacw 
plea and practices of the bstiintion. 



Ws Ibe undersigned, baring formerly associated with Freeniaswiiy 

deem it our duty, without intcntlino: to incrra^e cTcifetnent, or tO' 
wound the feehngs of our masonic brethren, publicly to dedare, that 
the iiystem of Freemasonry is, in our judgment, of a tendency. on 
the whole pemieious to the motal habits^ and dangerous to tbe cM 
mi religioili mstitutioos of pur country. 



LEONARD BLEECKER, JVeto Tork, 
LEWIS TAPPAN, 

Rev. MATTHEW L. R. PERRINE, D»0. 

Juburn Theological Seminary. 
Rbv. JOEL PAKKER, Rochester, JV^ V, 
Rev. CHAUNCEY EDDY, Pern Yam, JV. K 
HENRY BRADLEY, Esq. « 
LEANDER REDDY, «* 
SAMUEL BUCKINGHAM, 
THOMAS MARBLE, Arcadia, Ji". T. 
WILLIAM WINDFIELD, «• 
FRANCIS BATES, « 
Rev. JARED REIO, Reading, Mass, 
JEUv. LYMAN CAS£» Coventry, Vt. 



Iny^ani lUmmeiatimu, 
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Rmundatian of Mev. Henry O, Ludhw^ Pastor of 
Spring street Presbyterian Church, New York, 

To the Editor of tin Anti^naMNiie Bmood. 

Mr. Editor, — ^You may add my name to those of Mr. Bleecker, 
•nd others, which appMred in your paper of the 24th January. Hy 

reasons for subscribing this formula, are— 

1. A full conviction of its truth. 

2. As we ought to love our neighbors as ourselves, we ought not 
to be silent, when by speakuig we may preveat iheir Uijuiy. 1 ah 
hardly think that any candid and Intelligent matter mason can seri> 
ootiy assert that masonry should be kepi up. For my own part I 

have ever been disgusted with its nonsensical ceremonies, and 
ftshamcd ol in \ -^elf for submitting to them. Besides this, it is tlirow- 
log away iiioiiey — and time, which luoia valuable Uiau money. 
As speaking may prevent such a sacrifice, I think it my doty to 
■peak. 

^. I do not wish my name used to promote the interest < nf an 
stiuition, the character of which I think ju!«tly desculM d in ilie for- 
mula. 1 have liot eiiLcied a lodge iheae eight yciu:s to my know- 
ledge« 

Touiiy fte. 

H. G. LUDLOW. 

JbRtMiy Zl, 1829. 



Renunciation of Erastus Bates, 

Ftom the Free Pie«s. 

Ha* £ditoii»— Understandfalg you are ready to publish any thing 
yoa may judge proper to expose and destroy the great and dangerous 
evil of Speculative Freeninsonry, I beg you would help me to un- 
burden my conscience, which has for a long time goaded me on the 
■ubject, and destroyed my comfort and peace of mind. I am unac- 
customed to write for the public eye ; but I hope to tell my story te 
a way that you can understand me. 

I am a professed, and, I hope, a real follower of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 1 have a eood and regular standing la his church, and so 
ftr as I know, am kindly regarded by my Christian brethren. But hi 
an evil and uagwirded hour, and through « earn ctfrtosi^« and lie 
flattering persuasions of mawns^ who highly extolled the 
INSTITUTION-, ami held up to my view the prospect of GREAT 
ADVANTAGES to be derived from it, I was induced to otfer myself 
as a candidate for admission to the (Hive JSraneh lodge in Sutim, 
where, about four years ago, I was initiated as an entered apprentice, 
passed to the degree ola fellow craft, and aoon after raised to «^t 
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U foolishly c^ed ' the fmbttme degree of e mester mason.' Upon 

my first enteriDi;;; a Indtre-room I was sorely disappointed : instead of 
findinp:; soiiietliiiip; worthy the diL^nilv of a rational and iinniortal 
being, I iouud myself degraded and debased in the extreme, and re- 
dact to a conditioii, which it seems no parson would choose to be 
in. I was stripped ofnuf Mmmon appareU hiia^folded^ and with a 
rope, niasoriically called a cable-tow, about my neck, wns led about 
the room, as a blind animal, to be «TJZed and laughed at by all pi csent. 
This 1 was told was what all the ancient and honorable bciure me 
bad submitted to» and was necessary to enter the snblime temple of 
masonry, erected by Solomon^ and dedicated to the holy ordiM- of 
St. Jolm. Thonf;;ht I to myself, if Solomon and John hud any thing 
to do with such businej^s, tlieir character for wisdom and froodnes3 
must greatly suffer ! but what was the most impious uuu auomina- 
ble part of the whole transaction, I consented to talte an oath oi' 
obligation, with the holy name of God annexed, and that l)efaf€ I 
knew any thing what it rontained ; which, in its plain, common- 
fiense meaninp;, deprived me of my freedom and made me the dave 
of the whole fraternityt and bound me to commit any crimey however 
Aetftotw, if only eommaandtd by a brother or $uperior, I wtti, in- 
deed, previously told by the inost woi-shipful master that tlie oath 
would contain nothing which should interfere with my religion or 
politics. But in this I was most grossly deceived ; for no sooner 
had 1 lime for reilectioo tliaa i perceived that it inlerleied with both^ 
and bound me under the most horrid penalty of having my throat 
£utJrom ear to eor .and my tongue torn out hy the roots, to violate 
all my obligations to my God and my country, if it were the will of 
a brother or a lodf^e t should do so, and even to conceal the crimes of a 
brother mason, whatever they might be. 1 may not exactly remem* 
ber ali the parts and points of the obligation imposed upon me, bat I 
do distUictty remember that I was sworn to the most profound 
pecrecy respecting masonry — that I would conform to all the by-laws 
of the lodge without knowing what those laws were — that I would 
obey all signs, summonses and tokens, handed, sent, or thrown to 
me by a brother mason, or by a ]odge*«-that I would keep a brother^e 
eecrets when given to me as such, as closely in my breast as in his 
own, murder and treason excepted, and these left to my own discre- 
tion — that I would go on a brother's errand, when required, bare- 
foot and bareheaded, if within the length of my cable- tow— that I 
would apprise him of all approaching imget. If in my power, and 
jrelieve him if possible of all his distresses, upon seeing the ^rand 
Bailing:; Hisrn, or bearing the word — that I w^ould not violate the 
(Chastity oja brother mason's female relations, KNOW IJNG them to 
be (such, &c. &c. A greater mass of absurdity and wickedness I 
never heard put together. Tet being then very ignorant of the 
nature and obligation of oaths, I felt myself bound to keep them, 
tlioug^h they were cralling, and a snare to my conscience. At I /ultiIi 
it pleased God to open ray eyes to see their abominable nature, and 
to set me free from this iron yoke of bondage — ^this worse than 
Egyptian slavery. And I now bless his name, that he has enabled 
me to break those wicked bonds asunder, and to breathe the pure air of 
civil and religious freedom. I now consider those horrid oaths of 
no force ne^er in honor, morality, nor religion, and that they had 

23 



infinitely better 1>e broken Hiui kepi» They are required of so W 

of God or man, and of course it ran be no man's duty to take them, 
They r^rc unlawfully adininislered and talcen. They aie deceptive 
in their nature, and awfully dangerous to the community j and if 
oltsenred in their true letter and spirit, witliOQt any equivocation or 
evisioti of mind, they expose a person to tile commimioD and eon* 
ccalment of the mo'^t abominable crimes, perjury, rebellion, and 
even MURDKR, when required by a brother. If rcc;arded as bind* 
iug, they must of necessity clash with every civil and religious obli* 
gatioD, and deitroy tratfa and confidence among men. I rejoice 
exceedingly that I am delivered from amnn^r them* They have been 
an iron 5'oke upon my conscience and conduct, and I pray God to 
pardon my rashness and folly in ever submitting to take them upon 
me. The sin lies in taking such oaths, and not in breaking them ^ 
and I am persuaded that no rational man wotdd ever take ih^ vpeu 
him, if he knew b^fitrehand mhai they were, and to what mey 
would lead bim. 

It U not my wish to injiirc the feelings of any of my former breth- 
ren by any tiling I have said or done, nor do 1 think I have given 
them any just occasion of oflfence. It is not masons but masonry to 
which 1 am opposed, and while I highly respect many of the frater- 
nity as honorable and good men, nnd with charitab!p foelini:^ would 
leave them all, it is the deceitful and danf^erous systr/n of masonry I 
abhor, diQd hereby FOREVER RENOUNCE, in doing this 1 ex- 
pect to meet the reproaches and slanders of my former brethren, it 
Deing in full accordance with their obligations: and had I not bMa 
restrained hy fear of per^onnl injury, I should hare renounced my 
connexion with them long a^o. If masonic oaths are binding on ths 
conscience, I am fully convinced, that every seceder has good reason 
to fear for his safety. I do not wonder at the rising spirit of tlie 
community against this dark and dangerous institutioD ; their dearest 
rights and interests are in jeopardy : bnt I do wonder, nnd am tnily 
astonished why Christian brethren, and especially Christian rninisiers 
do not open their eyes to the light which now shines into the cavenu 
of that secret aliominatiott, and renounce all connexion and ftflow* 
ship with it ; and while I would adopt the language of the good M 
patriarch, and say, * O my soul, come not thou into their secret ; 
unto their assembly, mine honor, be not thou united !' I would aifer - 
tionately warn all mv uninitiated Christian brethren, and all yovhq 
aixir, as they value the fiivoriof God, and peace In their own minds, to 
keep themselves aloof from all masonic lodges, and not enter into 
those midnight assemblies, where nothing but darkness reigns but 
avoid them, pass not by them, turn from them and pass away. 
* MUtsed U the man that walketh not in the eouneel of the ungodlvp 
nor ttandetk tfi the way of ekmert, nor eitteih m the eeei ef 
eeontftU/ 



ERASTUS BATES. 



MUbury, Mane. Dec, 1829. 
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Renunciaiians at the Connectieui Slate Cknnfmiian. 

Id the discharge of what we conceive to be a pressing duty, we shall 

not attempt to offer any speculations respecting; the origin or early 
design of the institution of Freemasonry, of which we have long been 
members. iSor would we indulge in any auimadverbions against the 
order to wound the feellogs of any man. But we have a duty to 
perform respecting it, which we cannot neglect. For, in It, we do 
now most sincerely believe, the safely and future weal of our coun- 
try are deeply concerned. By doiiic: this duty we may incur, and 
perhaps we ought, all things considered, to expect to incur, the dis* 
pleasure and reproach of some, and we may also wound the fedings 
of others. If we do, the &ult, we are confident, will not be ours. 
We are prepared nno^^t ';enon«lv find honestly to say that, from wliat 
nve know of the principles, ceremonies, and oblio;;itions of masonry, 
or in other wordi^, its mysteries, we believe it calculated to do no 
good, and capable of doing great mischief. There is nothing in it to 
interest men of sense, when such men ioolc at it, without bias, just 
as it is. 

As a secret society, we think it should no longer be sustained in 
this republic^ but should be discountenanced by every man who is a 
friend to equal rights, and an impartial adminutration of justice, as 
well as to sound morals and pure religion. We therefore, with a 
sincere wish to promote the best interests of our country, and of 
mankind generally, do in this public manner, make these our declara- 
tions respecting llie masonic institution, afiirming that tiic grand 
secrets ot the order are no longer secrets, and withdrawing ourseives 
ibrever from aU connexion and fellowship with it^ 

JASPER Bf DWELL, S degrees. "I 

ELISHA SUGDEN, 3 do. 

NORATAN BIDWELL, 3 do. >CanUm. 

WM. H. HALT.OC K, 3 do. 

RUFUS TULLLK, 2 do. 

WILLIAM TAYLOR, 8 do. Biirhhamsiei, 

CALYIN BARBER, 4 do. Sknshury. 



Renunciation of Jesse Smith, 

To all Fieemcn, ami especially those wiioni Christ hath made Free. 

Some years since I joined Speculative Freemasonry, and have 
taken four degrees. The abduction of Capt. William Morgan induced 
me to attempt an iove^Ugauonof ^e oaths and ceremonies and eem* 
pare Uiem widi the word of God — and in obedience to his command, 
I do believe the whole to be a device of Satan — conceived, born, 
end nursed tn iiar/rfiesi— and in obedience to God's command, 1 do 
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hereby separate myself and reoounee all eomiexion wMi add JnaCfta- 
tion, and beMeeh the felloweta of Uie bleated Lattb» Cft cene out ef 
her, that tbey feceive not of her plagaes. 

JESSE SMITH, 
A scccdinc; Mark Master MasoD. 
Mdiwn^ County ofMdkon, State qf VL Feb, 2, 1S29. 



The Spirit of Masonry* 

ExtiBc^frofn a Sermon pfeacbed at flbarbnnia, N. T. bj Bar. David Kendall 

It is easy to see that tlie spirit of the masonic institutioD is such, 
and its plans so extensive, that the kingdom of Prince Immaniiel, and 

the kingdom of prince Hiram Abifi* cannot be erected and stand to* 
gelhtTon the earth. Il.ich uftlic-e claiiii (he whole Odrtli for a pos- 
Fcssion. The Kiii;: of /ion t^ays, " tb?^ nieok shall inherit the earth, 
atid (leli|;ht tliein^elves in the abundance of peace; and the vricked 
shall be cut off. Those mine enemies that would not that I should 
rule over them, bring hither, and slay them before me." But prince 
Ah\iT, on the contrary, claims the wliolo earth for hi.s " worthy and 
wellqualiticd" subjects; aiui rc(|uires them to avenge his death 
oil all enemies, traitors and cowans, when the twie is falfiUed, 

Neither can the religion of both these High Priests stand togeAer 
on the earth, any more than their kingly reign. For what is light to 
the one, is darkness to the other ; what is duty in one, is crime 
in the other; what i*? holy truth to (he one, is fahchood and lies 
to tiie other; what is sanctum sanctorum to tlie one, is abomi- 
nation and desohition to the others faiasnnich as whichever ef 
these shall attain to its meridian glory and splendor, it w31 
throw the other into the total darknes'^ of midnight. And whichever 
of these shall ri-ir and spread to the extent of its intended sublime 
and sovereign doininiou, it wiil crush the otiier and grind it to pow- 
der> and scatter it like chaflT driven before the winds, that no plaea 
may be found for it any more forever. 

OiTr fjuhjecl show?, that vn^r it is high fmic for nnd for cverv 
one, to ehoo«e dpeifedly whom they will serve. If the X<ord is God^ 
serve him ; hut if iiual he God, then serve him. 

The two— Prince Immannel and prince Abiff, or Chriatianitr and 
Masonry — ^we have found, on scripture triaJ, to be so totally d^f^ 
ent, and their claims and requirements so entirely oppo<;ite the one 
to tiie other, that it is impossible to be a true and faithtul servant to 
both. Either you must love the one and hate the other; or cleave 
to one and despise the other. For what concord bath Christ with 
Belial, or what fellowship hath light with darkness, or what agree* 
me n t h a t h the temple of Qod whh idols 1 Nay, ye ctimet aenre Ood 

and Mammon. 

As for my!«elf, I have already made up my choice, and now de- 
clare, publicly and solemnly, for Prince Immanael and bia cause r and 
veftomice all allegiance and fellowship with prince Hiram Abiff and 
the masonic instittifion. Once indecrl, by fair words and smooth 
speeches, 1 was caught in bis snare, and led cable-towed and blind* 
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fold in Jam fiftth freedom, till I had got a triple sroicd of boadajie 
upoB my neck. This proving too tieavy to bear, I retraced my 
•Steps silently, before any alarm was given or any cry of boadagOt or 

of immolated victims, had sounded in our borders. 

And now as a warning to others to flee out of Babylon, and escape 
for their lives to the mountain of Zion, I publish my full conviction, 

that there can be no fellou ship between the kingdom of Christ and 
the kingdom of masonry. — Consequently that no one can be a worthy 
and well qualified subject of both these kingdoms at the same time. 
Let every one therefore be fully persuaded in his own mind which he 
will serve. And when he has made up his choice for either, let him 
renounce all connexion and fellowship with the other; because it is 
impossible in this ca?e for any man to serve two masters. From the 
best authority we learn that the mixed system of iron and clay shall 
be ground to powder, when the mighty mystical image of the beast is 
hrokeo in pieces^ and swept away with the besom of destruction. 



Extract from the Renanriaiioji of Artemas Kennedy, 

of Milton, Mass. 

I am impelled on examination, to acknowlcclgc that Freemasonry, 
in its nature and tendency, is hostile not only to our religion, but to 
the civil institutions of our country — to the regular and equitable ad« 
xnlnistrations of Justice, and to the general diffusion of social hap- 
piness. 

I solemnly declare the oaths, oblio;a(inn<! and principles of mason- 
ry, to the tenth degree, to be all faithfully and truly delineated by 
Morgan and the Le Roy Convention, on which account f now con- 
sider myself as breaking no masonic obligation, and only assenting to 
a truth already told and openly ptibli>;hed to the world by a thousand 
witnesses. My greatest astonishment, at present, is, that so many of 
tiie order expose their veracity to such strong suspicion, in denying 
the truth of those late disclosures, and the probable murder of Mor- 
gan. His murder is in such strict accordance with masonic princi- 
ple^, t1iaT I have been lately told by a mcmbrr of Christ's church, in 
\hU county, that be hoped Alorsan was murdered^ and that if he 
tvaSf he was lightly served. Not being able to subscribe to, or ap- 
prove of such principles myself, I have sutlhred lately, injury and 
persecution, and have been tlireatened tbb day, by a Royal Arch 
ma^on, from a great distance, and whom I never before saw, that ht 
V'ould be one of four to despatch me. Thm convinced and thus 
instigated, I feel it a conscientious duty, to disown all future con- 
nexion with such society and such principles. The call to this duty 
is so loud, that it breaks the slumbers < f tl uigbt ; it visits me at the 
table ; it arrests the progress of my tiaily employment; and will, if 
not duty reijarded, pursue me to the dark recesses of my tomb ! I 
obey the call, break the bond, and declare myself free of masonic 
thraldomf and in so doing, I feel nobler freedom, I behold a more 
serene and purer light, U»n ever the mystic. or(f^r presented to my 
nnbiinded eyes. ART£MAS KENNEDY. 

23* 
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MASONIC OBLIOATIOm VmAWFOU 

As proird in a Court of Justice on EmpattnelUfig the Jwy (d the Trial qf 
Eliltu Mather far a Conspiracy to Kidm^ WUUam Mm;gqn, at ue 
Orlavu Couniy Court, N<m. II, 1829. 

His Honor Judge Gardiner presiding. 

Wednesday^ JVov. 11, 1*52.9. — The Hon. John C. Spencer, Special 
Counsel for the people, calleJ on the trial of ELIHU MATHER, 
who stood indicted for a conspiracy to kidnap WILLIAM MORGAN. 

Gen. V. Mathews, Wm. H. Adams, Esq. and Daniel D. Barnard, 
Esq. were counsel for the defendant. 

Mr. Spencer was assisted by J. B. Coles, Eaq, in, behalf of the 
people. 

Upon rallin'j; the jurors, some conversation took place l)et'vveen the 
respecuvc counsel upon the manner of ascertaining whether the 
jurors were unbiassed. The counsel for the defendant proposed to 
pot questions to jurors as they were drawn, and if the answers were 
not satisfactory, then reserve their ii<:ht to challenge. To this >Tr. 
Spencer objected, and offered lo refer the examination of the jurors 
to the court. Judge Gardiner remarked, that questions would proba* 
biy arise of considerable importance, and suggested the propriety of 
pursuing the legal course, which was adop^d. 

The clerk then proccei^ed to drnw the jury. VnU'iani Loomis , 
and Simeon Gilding, were drawn horn the panel of petit jurors, 
and being found acceptubie to both parties, were appointed Triers, 
by the court. 

Jonathan French was challenged by the defendant's eounael, and 

upon being sworn, said he had formed no opinion upon the question 
at issue. Ho had, he said, no bias a(j;ainst the defendant. Triers 
decided that Mr. F. was impartial, and lie was sworn as a juror. 

JSmos Cliff was drawn and challenged by the defendant's counsel. 
Upon b IriLC sworn, said he had formed an opinion. He was rejected. 

John Fullctt was cluilkiiL^ed \\\ defendant's roun'^'el. Upon beini^ 
sworn, hcsnid he did not know that he had formed or expressed an 
opinion. Had heard something about the Morgan business, but had 
read very little upon the subject. Had no bias or prejudice. Tlia 
challenge was withdrawn. 

Charles KdJy challcnfxed by the defendant's counsel, and sworn. 
Ha« not heard nnich said about Mather, and has formed no opinion 
agaiast him. Thinks he has not said that the whole fraternity were 
guilty of the murder of Morgan. The challenge was waived. 

Samuel Church was challenged. Seymour Mmdock was sworn 
as a witness. He said he had heard Church say that ^Slather ought 
to be pnnhhcd for the Morgan business. He said that those who 
drove the carriage ought to be pi^ished. He had heard Mr. Church 
gay this several times. Mr. C. was then sworn. He said he had 
often said that the gvt% ought to be punished, but don't reccJlect of 
havtPL' namedMatl^r. The triers, after a abort cooaoltation, rqjected 
Mr. ( luHTh. 

Chaunuy Hood was challenged by the deiendani's counsel . £1*. 
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bridoe Farewell toetified Huit he Kad bend Mr. Hood eay* Oiftt EUta 
Ibmer bad a hand in it. Hood was rejected. 

Epaphras Pennel challenged. Zimri Perrigo testified, that ho 
had heard Pennel say that he thought Mather was concerned In 
carrying off Morgan. Mr. P. sworn ; testified that he had no recol* 
lection of saying that Mather was ponihely guiity. Had said that if 
the circumstances related about M. were true, he mint be guilty* 
Had not made up a positive opinion. Was rejected. 

Luther St. John challenged and eworo. Had formed a qualified 
opinion. If reports were frwa, he considered Mather guilty — If not 
true. Dot guilty. Hifl opiofon would be f^reroed entirely by tiia 
testimony. Had no bias or prejudice agamst the accused* Had 
heard and read much about the abduction of Morgan. 

Mr. Spencer contended that Mr. St. John was, in the eye of the 
Jaw, a competent juror. It would be impossible, he said, to find, m 
the county of Orleans, an intelligent man who did not believe Maflier 
guilty, if the circumstances alleged against him should be prored to 
be true. Mr. Adams insisted that Mr. St. John, havin<* formed a 
qualified o^'inion, could not be impartial, and therefore urged his re- 
jection. The triers, after a short consultation, decided that Mr. St* 
John **t8 f/ndifferMr 

D, Reed challenged and sworn. Thinks he has expressed an 
opinion that Mather was concerned in the Morgan busineaa* Re* 
jected. 

Wm, Bullard, upon being drawn, said he had formed an opioioOy 
and was excused. 

Robert AndersoUy next drawn. Mr. Spencer challenged this juror 
on the ground that he was a member of the society of Freemasons, 
and of the degree of Royal Arch. Gen. Mathews demanded that 
the cause of chalieufte should be reduced to writing, which having 
, been done. Gen. Mathews and Mr. Barnard denied that the cause 
stated was a legal ground of challenge. Mr. Spencer then produced 
his authorities. It was laid down in Archbold, among other causes 
for principal cliullenge, that where a juror belonged to the same 
Society or CorporaU'm" with a party, he was an incompetent juror. 
l%e court remarked that the term society, in the sense which it was 
used by Archbold, had reference to societies recognized by law. 
Mr. Spencer said he was prepared to prove that the Grand Royal 
Arch Chapter, of which tlie juror and defendant were members, was 
made a body corporate by an act of our State legislature. After 
hearing the arguments of counsel, the court overruled the chaUenstt 
for principal cause. Mr. Spencer then challenged the juror ** fa me 
favor.^' 

Mr. Spencer here stated that the juror. Judge Anderson, was an 
important witness in behalf of the people, and ought not to act in 
the capacity of juror and witness. The defendant's counsel urged 
that Mr. Anderson's being a witness, did not disqualify him asajuror, 
and that they could not consent to exctise him for that cause. 
Tlie same triers were again sworn, and Mr. Spencer called 
Dr, Joseph K. Brown. Witness is a Royal Arch mason. Knows 
Robert Anderson and EUhu Mather as masons of the same degree* 
He and they are members of the Gaines chapter. Freemasons are 
Mt aii of the Royal Arch degree. liOdges are below« and encamp* 
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WMlls m tboiw^ the diaf^tar, WHaMt Iim met with Andflim md 

Mather in the Gaines chapter. The avowed objerts of Freemasonry 
•re to favor morality and benevolence. Their chanty is confined to 
their own members. Witness docs not recoUect a quarter of the 
Royal Areh obtig«tloa, about helping a companioa out of difficidtj* 
The wwdfl aro— TTtai I will aid and oatMt a Comptmion RoytA 
jirch mason, wherever T shall see him engaged in any pifficut,- 
TY, so far as to extricate him from the satne, whether RIGHT or 
WKoKG." There is a sign by whicii a mason can communicate hia 
distress to a brother miMB. Tidf li a aecret sign in the maftsr'f 
degree. This sign bind$ ft mftaon to go to the relief of a brother. 
Tiiiiiks this obUgatiun is imfekative, if the pmon tO whom Ih* 
sign is given has the power to extend the relief. 

Cross- examined by defendant's counsel, — Was first initiated at 
Ridgeway, in Wai made a Ro^ Areh mason at Gdnes, fak 

1S2T. The obiigatiott which he then took* was administered verbally. 
Jiccollects the Btrikinj;^ parts of it, and that part which he had related, 
in particular. There was no (]ual\fication or explanation of the obli- 
gation, at the time it was administered. A part of ^e oaUi related 
to keeping the aeereti. The candidate aweara that he would ■eooer 
have bis head smote off than reveal any part of the obligation. He 
was requested to attend afterwards, and rcrrivc instructions and 
Jcarn the lectures. Masons told him tliat they would instruct him, if 
he attended the meetings of the chapter. He attended once, but no 
explanation of the oath was Oien given. They met in the Iod|^ 
room, but the chapter was not opened. They aat round the stove; 
and rehearsed their obliojafions. lie had never heard the nature of 
the Royal AjtIi nlili^^ntion before he took it. TiiLie \va5 notJiing in 
the Royal Arch ubiigaiion which bound hitn to respect and obc\^ the 
gsAMM or TRB cotrvTRT. Doo*t rocollect that the candidate awears 
to support the laws of the conntiy, in any masonic obUgatloa whi^ 

be had taken. 

[To a queslion from the defendant's counsel, whethi i' there was 
any thins; iu the masonic ohligations which justified him ii\ viol.at- 
SJTG the Taws of the country, the witness replied that there was one 
part of the obligation which might bear that construction* and 
which he could repeat, if recjuired to do so. The connsei^. bewever» 
waived the question, and the answer was not eiren.] 

Daniel Pratt. — Witness was a neighbor of Mather and Anderaon* 
He considered them good friends; more Intimate with each ether 
than they were with some, but not more than they were with otiier 
of their neighbors. 

Archibald L. Daniels. — Witness lives two miles and a half from 
where Capt. Mather lived. He considered Mather and Judge An- 
derson good friends— perhaps they were more intimate than they 
were With their neighbors generally. 

Here Mr. Spencer rested, and Robert Anderson KXli8BI«F waa 
now called by the defendant's counsel, and sworn. 

Witness says there is a clause in the Royal Arch obligatioa, which, 
wilhottt being qualified, is of the same import as testified to Inr Dr. 
Brown* With the qualification, that clause means that when a Royal 
/\rch mason sees a companion enp^aged in a quarrel, he is bound to 
l^et him away. This is the only oidigation of such a nature^ that 
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WltnM 9^ took. Tlw ebli^tion reqdras me, wlien I M ft mi» 

panion eTi^J^Jr^rf in a quarrel, to jjive him a parlirt^^ar si2:n to come 
away. 1 think this qir-ilification rorm<? a part of the obligation. There 
is nothing; in any obligation of niasutity which requires me to give ft 
▼eHict cofktraiy to Iftw. All tbe charges and lectures In mwnmf 
enjoin resfieet and obedience to the laws. Witness thinks that SMnft 
of the oMij^ntions rrqirirc him to stjpport and obey the law.*? and con- 
stifut/od of the cnuniry. Witness was in tho chapter when Dr. 
Brown wan made n Royal Arch mason, and is confident that the oath 
•tfufnistered to him was qualified to the manner before atated. Dv* 
Brown was the only person raised to the Royal Arch, fai G^nai^ 
since the abduction uf Morgan. Witness thinks, thrro nn b?n<? on 
his minr^ — hi'' inttrnncy with Capt. Mather commenced about politics* 
They were olUHiticktails together. 

Cfross^extmined ty Mr. Spencer* — WItnees hae aaid in the fore 
part of tlie excitement, that Morgan was not carried off. He thooghf* 
at Jirst, that it wa?* a trirk of Miller and Morgan, to speculate. Has 
said considerabif nhout the Morgan businc<;s. May have said that 
Morgan was not in the carriage which Mather drove. Had formed 
an opinion, at first, that Mather dM not know Morgan was In fbe 
carriage. Has been pretty warm, frequently, upon this subject, and 
has purtiripntr-H in the feelin«;s of thn masons. The t l;iTi«;f fjnoted by 
Dr. Brown, may ho ^fihstanfinlly correct, with the qualiiication in 
the oath. Thinks ti>e oaiii contains the words " dispute or quctrreU*^ 
It ir) pofslhle this qaidificatlon is in the eharge which follows imni». 
dlately after the oath, but he thinks it is in the oatli itself. Is not 
sure that thf ohli'zntion requires obr firnce to the laws, but the leo- 
(urp« do. 'i he obligations rrqtiirft members to suf^port the constitu- 
tion of the Slate chapter, and llie by-laws of the chapter to which he 
belongs. Has not paid much attention to masonry for two or thiee 
years, and is not very bri|;bt. There is an obligation about obeying 
regular si2;nH and commons, but witness does not recoBecC tiM llA* 
guaj^P" of it. II<" b.is taken seven different oblifrations. 

iiy defendanCa counsel, — Witness now tliiuks ibut Morgan was 
Married ofl^ 

Mr, Sptnctr.-^l^xvks that if Mather knew that Morgan was la 

tlie carria^r. ho must be sfuilty. Has not made op an opinion 
whether Mather did or did not know that Morgan was in the car- 
riage. 

haac W, Aetryl, — ^Witness was a member of Gaines Royal Arch 
^apter. The Royal Arch oath roquires us to *• ejctricate a com* 

pfTTiion out of any qnarrel or di(jicuUif, whether he is RIGHT or 
WliONG." Mit^ons swear to obey regular trains and summons, 
when sent, handed, or thrown. This is in the muaier's degree. 
WitnoM has forgotten most of the obligattons. 

Cross-examined by defendanVs cotiiMel.— The qualification abosfc 
helping a companion out of a quarrel, is not in the oath, but is re- 
peated innnediately after it. The explanation f:iven to witness, was, 
that if he saw a companion engaged la any ouarrel in the street, or 
eisewbens) he was to go and extricate bim witlKmt iniiulring whetfaar 
he was right or wrong. NcTor understood that his obligadoDB 
quired hrin to a<»«r«t a companion out of the hands of the law. 

MilUm W* /fopAtiM.—- Witness iias been a Freemasonr-recoUeds 
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the oliiigititilf, 0«ft ptitcfllMaidiiiite ttailM*s iBgUM, if, m| 

furJhcnnore promise and swear, ibnt T wiH obey nJl re£;nlar si*!^ns and 
«ummons, given, handed, sent, or thrown from a brother master ma- 
&ou^ or a regular constituted lodge of the same." There is no quoH- 
/iectfion to tbtf, Tbm U ftDotber obllnliwi ia Ihtw waidt— 
furthermore pfombe end §w€wr^ thatitt^/lyio iht relief of m 
brother master mason rrhcnevrr T shall see. ihe grand hnilmcr si^n 
qf distress given, or hear the uwrds annrxtd thereto, if there is a 
girder probabilUif of saving his itfe, timn of losing my own" Id 
anotiier obligation, rouoiM nrotr to tpprite tlieir bretbrea **«f o9 
approaching danger as far «• u tMi sn^ ptnaer** 

There \s no qualificalion or explanntion to the oath robtive to tho 
sign of distress, or (hat about ap]>i i^ing a brother of approaching 
danger. These oaths are not explained to meao any thing difierent 
from what their twor Imports. Tho duirgos mmI loclWNt, iHtam 
thinks, are calculated to disguise the real character and latidMiey of 
the oaths. \Vitiic>> lias only taken three regular degrees in masonry. 
He has taken what was called the Secret Monitor's degree, in addi- 
tion. \V itneiis has seen these obligations imposed in many iDstances, 
and la diffenat lodges-*has hoard thoai given by tho Gnad YiallDr. 
The haiUog tign may be given by wordi or by motioaa. 

Cross-examined hy dtfendanl^s coumtf/.— Witness was made a 
mason in Jelferson county, in IJ^l? — he fcr< ded in 1^26. He bad 
studied masonry a good deal — when Morcau's book was first put>- 
Uahod, ho coald have rehoaned tvro-lhiida of it. GoadidiMa ttkft 
the oath naked aad bliadfoMed— the charge is not given until Utasf 
et ffieir clothes on and can see— the charge inculcates virtue and 
enovolence. Witness thinks the oi)lii;ations of masonry do require 
the concealment of crime. The ohligaiioa to which he refers^ is 
Chio— ^'j^Mtorniore do I pramiat and twaar, ihatanuular nu^ 
son's seeretst given (Qwuim 9karg0 as suehy and ikmmmg fkem 
to be sueh^ shall remain as secure and inviolable in my breast as in 
his own, MURPSA and TK&ASON excepted^fk^ that left at my owa 
discretion,'' 

WitDosa knowa that this ohOgatioa is admlfiisterod In Hie lodge ia 

this town, (Barre,) and is quite sure he has soon It adadaiatevod in 

• tho (Juines lodge. Candidates, just before the oath is administered, 

Are Luld by the master, that there is nothing in masonry to atl'ect 
their religion or their politics. Witness lias iumseif administered 
those obligatioaa. 

Dr. O. Alehoson — Says he is a aiason-^was admitted as oaeh ia 
the (raines lodge — that the testimony given by Mr. Hopkins respedy 
iog the obligations of masonry is correct, so far as he can recollect— 
recollect** no quuiiiications in the oaths—that the charges are sepa* 
rate and distlaot therefroan. Did aot suppose ^itea ao look Aw 
obligatioBS, that they required him to secrete crime ; but latteriytOa 
a further eiaadaatioa of the oaths, that by a Hteral reading, thof did 
require it. 

The counsel for the defendant, Col. Barnard, occupied about three 
houn ia an able and in^nioas aiiguaieDt^ in favor or odnlttiDg Mr, 
Aoderson as a juror. He contended, to OBehido him, on the groiiad 
of his belonging to the society of Freemasons, would be a violation 
c£ his rigbu as a £rik>w citiseo* and eetahMshiag a proeodent terribiy 
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alarming Itt iti eomeqiieiMes* He aAed whether Gen. Weshin^on, 

whom he paid was a mason, and a Royal Arch mason, at the day of 
his death, or Hamilton, or Gi^n. Jackson, who were all Freema5fon«, 
were ever rejected as jurors because they belonged to that society, 
tmbraciiig most of the great men of our nation ? Would you reject 
these men, appealing to the triers, were they now in the place of 
Mr. Ander«Jon ? He said he had lately had occasion to visit the easf<* 
em part of the State, and that he found the moj^t respccf^ible portion 
of the community there, treated the anti-masonic excitetnent at the 
west witb contempt : that this excitement did not extend to remote 
parte of our countnr ; and that although the state of feeling among 
those opposed to Freemasonry here, might call for such a step as 
the one now pending, yet, if it were taken, it would, it mnn Irrir} fa 
tiie most fearful consequences. And to conclude, he said he did not 
en?y Uiat man, the degree nor amount of contempt that roust fall 
ii|K>n him, who should be ^e means of rejecting a man from sitting 
on a jury, on the ground of his being a Freemason. 

In reply to Col. Barnard, the Special Counsel most clearly showe<} 
by th e law and the testimony, that Mr. Anderson ought to be rejected 
vom sitting on tfiis jury, not because he was a Freemason, but be* 
cause Robert Anderson and Elihu Mather were both Freemasons, 
and that the former was bound to the latter In such strong ties as 
necessarily to produce a bia^ in his feeling*' towanl«? him, which 
would render him in the eye of the law, an incompetent juror. He 
contended, that he ought to be rejected not only on the ground of 
the bias, which belonging to the same society of the defendant, must 
create, but because it had been proved that he was bound by oath 
upon oath, sufficiently awful to make one's hair stand on eod^ t9 
protect and fly to his relief, whether right or wrong. 

In answering Col. Barnard's allosion to Waslnngton, Hamiltotty 
and Gen. Jackson, he Wff pertinently asked the triers whether dwj 
would shrink from duty, even if Gen. Jackson were now presented 
for their decision, instead of Mr. Anderson? And has it con>e to 
this, he said, that we must be told that the excitement created bf 
the abduction of a free citizen — the depriving our country of a patriot 
— a wife of a husband, and children of a father, is looked upon witb 
contempt, and that those en^ged in vindicaiinor our laws mast be 
sneered at, must be libellrr?, villified, and slandered by mason?, — men 
wrapped up in mystery and bound with oaths the most horriWe ? 
No doubt, he said, the opposite counsel was told these tilings, «n^ 
also, that there never was any such man in existence as Williaiii 
Morgan ; that the excitement is all a speculation, ^ot up for polrtical 
purposes, for demagon:tJes to ride intd olTice on. But slmiHhis deter 
ns, he asked, from doing our duty, from avenging crime ? God for- 
M I Our ihtbers purdased our liberties at too dear a rate tints t9 
net. He utterly denied that Gen. Washington was eter a Reyal 
Arch mason, and he said that he had not attended a lo^lge for twenty 
years previous to his denth, and that he virtually renounced the in- 
stitution in ills farewell address to his countrymen. Mr. S« con- 
teded, tliat llie exigendei of tiie ttmee new rmdered it neeeesary 
to oljeet to any man fnm sitting on the jury, on account of hkl 
beino: a mason, till now. And even now, it was when a brother ma- 
eon was to be tried. But Mr. S. saidt that as to Uie amount oC cob* 
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those who should decide that a masnn was incompetent to sit as a 
juror ill ^McA a case, he would cheerfully share whatever it might 
be, with the triers, as he considered it a duty, irom tl^ performancd 
•f which nothing ought to deter theon. 

After the counsel had closed their argameots, the Court chained 
the tjiers in a clear, able, and pertinent manner. lie ur^ed the im- 
portance of the question they were to decide, and g:ave it as his 
opinion, that if (hey were satisfied that Anderson had taken such 
99th» m fot^lad to by Dr. Brown, and ^dsnoviU^td by himself to 
have taken as a Royal Arch masoo, they WOULD RKJfclCT him; 
but if lliey were satisfied that he was under no improper bias in favor 
of the defendant, then they would not reject him. Ttie triers decided 
that Robert Anderson was NO F IMPARTIAL. 

^Ait Doll's called and challenged to the &TOr of tfie Special 
Counsel, on the same ground as Mr. Anderson. 

Dr. J, K. i?mr7i— Testified that Dolly was a mason; that he bad 
set with him in the Gaines lodge. 

Jahi^ Dolly ttworn — Says he is a Rnxfal Arch mason. 

ogatn eotted— ^ays, that to the Royal Arch obligation tlieie 
is one point which sayn. " 1 furthermore promise and swear, that I 
WILL ESPOUSE THE CAUSE ol a rompnninn Royal Xvch mn- 
son whenever 1 see him engaged in any quarrel or DiFFicui.Ty, so 
far as to extricate him from the same, whetiier he be ri^iU or 
WRONG* That he had recognised Royal Arch masons in other 
counties by the same means as he was taught in the Gaines chapt^ 
to use to mnkn himself known as puch ; that if he shonld ask the 
said John Dolly the question there tau»;hi to be a:^ked, and he should 
gve the answer there taught to be given, to recognise a coaipanioQ 
Boyal Aieh mason, they would Itnow each other as sucli. Says 
Hmms are signs in the lower degrees whereby masons can make 
known to each other that they arc in distress or diHiridiy. By an 
cxiM T^s pomt in said obligation, they are never to be couiioitted to 
writing. The sign ui distress ia ihc Master's degree, is never to be 
Mvea hy a mason of that degree, except In cases of real distress, and 
9iat, in such case, the brother who sees it is obliged to fly to his 
relief. This sign is never to be given except in the body of a lodge, 
or in some hve, secure place, for the bcneiit of the crafr. Says a 
man may be led, by considering liis obligation sacred, to i^KO liilCT 
ORIME* 

Mil JDoUff again called— On being questioned by the Special 

Counsel, said he had met the defendant as a master mason in GninBf 
lodge ; that he had sat in said lodj^e with Dr. Nichoson. 

I/r, O. jVichoson called — Took the ol)lii;ation of a mai^ter mason 
in the Gaines lodge ; had met with Dully there. Says that itls ater 
dMMPfal principle of the masonic institution, that no man can enter 
a lodge without having gone through certain forms and ceremonies, 
and that among lliem are certain oldi^ation? taken, a part of one of 
which says, " i furliieruiore proauiii: and swear, liiat I Wll^ ouhy 

il regular ^gni and amounoosas handed. sent» or thniMl^Mo ten 
nbredkir mason, or from a regularly constituled lodge of'dfaii eame.'* 

Says there is a sign in one of said obligations, called the prand hail^ 
ing sign of distress, consisting of word? and signs, which is imparted 
to all members of the lodge oi which he is a member, wliich^ in 



Digitized by Google 



▲ppBimtz. 977 

pursuance (o the fundamental principle above named, this sign came 
among the ceremoaies — that the obligations bind the mason to ap- 
praUe his brother of approaching danger ; also to keep his secrets 
as inviolably in bis breast as in Ms own, when commtinlcated to him 
as such, murder and treason excepted ; and that left to his own free 
will and accord. Says he hns froqnontly met in a Io<?i;c with Dolly ; 
thinks that he was in the lodge whcu he was made a mason ; does 
not recollect any obligation in Freemasonry to obey the laws of his 
tounby; has beard them often repeated; does itt recollect any 
explanation having been given iff or taking the oaths. One strong 
feature in the rharo:e9 g;ivcn, he thiiilcs, after the first degree, is the 
injunction uf secrecy — to be a good and loyal sul)ject. Says the 
candidate is told before he takes the first obligation, that it is not to 
affect his religion or politics ; that all masons have gone that way 
before him ; that there are lectures given as explanatory of certain 
signs and token?. 

In answer to questions by defendant's counsel, said he had testified 
according to his recollections, as he became acquumted with the 
obligations and ceremonies in the lodge. 

In answer to the Special Counsel, he said the lodji^e must be satis- 
fied that the applicant from another lodtje is a Freemason, before he 
can be admitted — that he makes himself known by certain signs and 
tokens, and by answering certain interrogatories ; and these signs, 
tokens, and words are required to be the same as those delivered to 
him, and that they were satisfactory evidence to the lodge that ha 
who gave them was a Freemason, and that without being a Freema- 
son, and taking the oath, he could not thus gain admittance to the 
lodee in Gaines. 

Dr. Brown again calledSzys the association of masons is an in- 
timate and friendly ass u iation ; that they address each Other by the 
epithets companion and brother; that they have a common fnnd 
arisiug from iuUiulion fees, in which he judged tiiey have a commov 
and MirrtrAL ihtbrbst. Says that certain passages oi scripture are 
reetted during the taking of the 7th degree. Says that when the en- 
tered apfirentice is brought to hght, he is presented with the Holy 
Bible, 9(]\m-e and compr?s'5, when the master tell« him that the Bible 
is giv eu him as a rule of his faith and practice ; the square to square 
his actions^ and the compass to keep him within due bounds with all 
men, especially the brotherhood. Says it is not required to know 
the religious sentiments of the candidate ; that the question to b« 
asked and the answer to be given, whereby one Royal Arch mason 
may know anotiier, is, " Are you a Royal Arch mason I Am 
That I Am!" Thinks the Galoes Chapter recognises a higher tri^ 
bnnal, called the Grand Lodge of the State. That one principal 
object of the funds of this lodge is to relieve brethren in distress ; 
that so long as a mason continues a member of the mUiiuiiotu he 
is considered a WORTHY member* 

* This is an important disclosure. It sliows that " WORTHY " among 
masons, does not mean an excellent moral character, but simj)Iv, th,i( ihe 
mason retains his eonnezimi with die lodge; consequently those only who 
Sfcede are consiflcred out of the pale of masonic protection ; and not entitled 
to masonic ^ood offices ; whilst those that rkm/viv, be tlieir moral charac- 
ter ever so lofamous, are considered " WOR THY," and masons are sworn 
to sittiam and protect Ibem even io their iDiqaities. 

24 
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DoUy erbst ex. — Said that at an election in Galoea, he wu asked 

"by one Sprague, witliont any reference to any thing; else, ** Dont yon 
tiauk that Mather ou^tit to be puoiiihed V that lie answered m ibc 
negative, and waa goins to add, that he once told him that he had 
nothing to do with the Morgan affair, and that he had no proof to the 
contmry then, but he supposed Sprague to he intoxicated and did not 
fsay further than to give the above answer. Now tboui^ht Oiat 
Mather might be guilty or not, liad formed no decided upiuion. 
What Gates tol4 him had but little impression upon his mlml, as he 
was determined not to hear or inquire any thing about it : that 
conversation with Sprague was after he was summoned as a juror. 

IVm. IV. Rv^s^les, sivnjn — L-i a member of Gaino" Lndge, has 
becu an officer ihereiu ; says there is a charge that iuilovvs» the en- 
tered apprentice's obligation; the charge, as he has given it in 
the Gaines Lodge was, *■ Yon now take your place in the lodge as 
an entered apprentice mason, your duty is to obey the law'; of the 
govt-rnnient under which you live." The Bible is given to him as a 
guide to li'is faith and practice. Gave the following points in the 
obligations both as he received them and had given them to otfam. 
*' Furtherittore do I promise and swear that I will keep tfw secrets 
of a brother master mason, whenever given to me in charge, and I 
receiving it as «uch, as inviolable in my breast as it would be in his 
own, murder and treason excepted." Says there is nothing given, 
duriog' the ceremony, explanatory of the obligations. Ftar&ennoK 
do I promise and swear, that I will not give the grand hailing sign of 
distress, unless I am in real distress, or my lifo is in imminent dan- 
ger, or in the body of a just and legally constituted lodge, or in a bye 
and secure place, for the bcneOt of the institution. Furthermore do 
I promise and swear, whenever I see the grand hailing sign of dis- 
tress, or hear the words accompanying the same, / will fly to Mt 
rcfirfy if there is greater prub.ihility of savinp; his life than losinir rny 
own." Says examples are given in illustration of these two points ; 
for instance, if one mason sees another exposed to accident, or two 
were fighting together, he must fly to their relief; when tb<^ rigns 
are given they must be obeyed. Says the master jjives the iUustra<- 
tions in his ovtn language, as he may think proper at the time ; that 
there h nothing said in the Gaines Lodge about signs given by an 
unworthy brother. The cable tow means a certain distance: tfiree 
ndles. Says he is a member of Gaines chapter; that the Royal Arch 
obligation is, ''Furthermore do I promise and swear, that I will 
espouse the cause of a worthy companion Royal Jlrrh ma^on, 
whenever Inhali see him engaged in any quarrel or dijljicuUy, mo 
far as to extricate him from the some, whether he Si riffit or 
WRONG." Says there is an explanation given of thb part of flie 
obligation before the candidate is retnovcd from the placO Where tS* 
ken, which is the siipprc^ion of l)a(l conduct. 

Cross examined — Does not recollect that obedience to the law is 
inculcated at all In the chapter, or in any except the first dei^ree. 
Says he was exalted in 1S28 ; if there arc any laws on the subject, 
they are in wriiiiig; knorv- it b;is by-lruvj« ; kno^vs of no lindtation 
how the funds of the chapter are to be applied ; the lodjjo !« tbp Ic^il 
owner of its funds ; are for an express purpose ; has been Warden and 
l^laster of Gaiues locfge ; was there received as a mason ; made him« 
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setf known as such by iaoguage and signs peculiar to masoDS, whereby 
they koow whether a man is a masoa or not, without understanding 
wlucb, lie cannot malcft himself Icnown to the Gaines lodge as a ma- 
son, and that the same rules and regulations extend to the chapter 

as far as his knowledge extends. 

The testimony being clused in this case, Mr. Adains, one of the 
counsel for defendant, addressed the triers in an argument of more 
than four hours, in which he urged that it must be shown by the 
juror himself, that he had a slronp; bias in hi^ mind, in favor of de- 
fendant. Said that he could show as conclusively that theio was 
blduiphemy in the articles and creed of the Episcopal church as in the 
masonic obli^ptioos, ttdting both unexplained. He contended that 
tbere was nouiing wrong in the the obligation to keep the secrets of 
a master masion, murder and treason excepted — that any j^entleroan 
was in duty bound to keep secrets committed in contidence: that 
this obUgaUon did not require a mason to conceal crime. Declared 
that he was not the friend nor the apologist of the thing called ma- 
aoiiry. He did not believe that an institution which has embraced 
the j^reatest men of the a2;c \vn^ instituted for the purposes of crime — 
said it was asking too much to suppose that such men as Washing- 
ton, La Fayette, &c. were blackhearted hypocrites — could not be- 
lieve that men belonging to this asosciation were bound to protect 
crime : but this, he said, the opposite counsel must make out in order 
to reject Mr. Dolly from siding on the jury. 

The 'special counsel, hi addressing the triers, said th:itFJihu Mather 
stood indicted for carrying off William Morgan, and that John Dolly, 
it had been proven, belonged to the same society with him, and that 
he stood challenged for favor, as biassed inhis favor, and that he could 
not stand indifferent towards him, as required to be by law. He 
produced authorities to show that the most distant relative coulf] not 
be permitted to sit on a jury, because the laws suspect bis mind is 
prejudiced ; that men's minds, who are constantly at the same table, 
would he prejudiced in favor of each other, so as to struggle ap:ainst 
testimony. He contended that in consequence of his heins; admitted 
into the lodge at Gaines, that it was evidence to that lodge, that he 
had taken the obligations there administered. As to the word wor- 
thy in the obligation, he contended that it n^eant nothing, as it bad 
been proven that a mason was considered worthy while a member of 
the institution. He alluded to the case that had been so often 
cited to show the value of the institution, where the lives 
of individuals had been preserved in war. He said the iuterposi- 
tioo of the sign of distress, where two men were contending for 
th^r respective (roveroraents, whereby the arm of the one was stajped 
from doinaf vvhat hi-^ country demanded at his hands, mic;ht prove 
highly injurious to that government, and was a base sacritice ol its 
interests to the most selhsh purposes. He said the sign of distress 
was the most dan^rous trait in the institution, as, talcen in con- 
nexion with the obligations, all masons were bound to obey it. He 
alluded to Mr. Dolly's stating that lie had withdrawn from the insti- 
tution ; that he did not intend to have any thing more to do with it, 
except he should be summoned, as showing the binding nature of the 
obligations. The exception of murder ana treason in the master's 
ebIig<ition» he said» proved conclusively that every other crime is 
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meant to be concf»r\led. As tn obeying the laws, so much insisted on 
by the opposite counsel, when they were to conceal every crime but 
murder and treason, be could nut see how it could be done. It is 
«oough to ImoWf he aaid, that the peraon on whom diese obligatioiw 
rest, has to struggle between his duty to his countijand those iHUch 
he feels tbpy impose tipon him to his brethren. He said that in re- 
jecting a member of the Presbyterian church from the jury in a case 
between a brother and a stranger, there would be no treason when 
proven that be was bound to prefer Aat brother to a stranger, bot 
that the law would sanction It ; and he was not to be diarged with 
attarkin-j^ reHii^ion hy challen^intj such a man, as havinjj an improper 
bias on his mmd in iavor of his brother; neither was he to be told in 
this case, by challenging Mr. Dolly on account of his being a Free- 
mason, tiiat he was doing violence to any man's privileges as a firee 
citizen. If, said Mr. Spencer, the example of Washington in hii 
youth, must be tpioted to prove that m;i«onry is right, let us not be 
denied the example of this great aiid good man in his riper years to 
despise it — and to which he referred when he said — " beware of se- 
cret socieftef 

The court staled iti Tiewi of the law as applicable to the present 

case. 

The triers decided that Mr. Doily teas not impartial. 
Orionel Davis was caHed and rejected. 
Samuel Clark was called and rejected. 

Jonathan Whitney, was called and admitted. 

Three others were culled and rejected. The panel having; been 
gone through with, the Sheriff was ordered to summon live tadis- 
men. 

A. L. Owen was called and empanelled. 

Rnfns Ingersoll, Carlos C. Ashley, Thomas Roberts, and Alderman 
fiutts, were next sworn* and the panel completed. 
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